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Networks 1931 Income $36,000,000: 
NBC May Show First Time Profit 


+ 





NBC and CBS grossed approxi- 
mately $26,000,000 from Jan. 1, 1931, 
until Oct. 1, last. Of this total, 
NBC is credited with $18,500,000 and 
CBS $7,500,000 so far this year. The 
increase is around 20% over last 
year. 

NBC estimates that for the entire 
year of 1931 it will gross $26,000,000. 
This is $4,000,000 more than its in- 
come for 1930, which was announced 
as $22,000,000. 

CBS, it is estimated, will have 
a revenue of $10,000,000 for the cur- 
rent year, or about $2,000,000 more 
than its 1930 gross. Although CBS 
did not officially announce its in- 
come for 1930, it was estimated at 
$8,000,000, 

During September, NBC had an 
income of $1,950,000, For the same 
month last year it grossed $1,600,000. 

NBC's Artists’ Bureau, for the 
three months from July until the 


end of September, did $2,475,000 in 
bookings: In the corresponding 
period last year the bureau did a 
6ross of $1,692,000. 

Whether or not NBC will show a 
Profit for the first time isn’t de- 
termined, but held likely. 


185,000 PISTOL PERMITS 
OUT IN NEW YORK STATE 


Tabulation of pistol permits 
Showed 185,000 outstanding in New 
York State when authorities were 
compelled to compile a list of gun 
toters following the passage of a 
mew law by the N. Y. Legislature 
Sept. 26. It revoked all permits 
with future applications to be 


Supervised by the State whether in 
ty or country. 


Tabbing all the permit holders 


may take four months according to 
estimate. 


Ghost as a Draw 


Minneapolis, Oct. 26. 
Theatres in Clopuet, Minn., near 
here, are complaining of a new form 
®f opposition. It's a ‘ghost’ sup- 
besedly haunting the Indian burial 
Stounds just outside the town. 
Large crowds gather nightly at 
the cemetery and hot dog stands 
bave been set up. Hawkers of 
Barking space also are in evidence. 
Pn 4ny spectators claim to have 
a a a ‘luminous ball’ flickering 
*r the grave of an Indian princess 
tha macabre dance. Authorities are 
ne Stigating to determine if the 
Snes ®ssionaires have anything to do 
th the apparition. 




















Are Yo’ Listening? 





Chicago, Oct. 26. 

From now on whenever an 
actor gives a radio audition 
somebody must listen to him. 
That’s a new rule with one of 
the radio networks. 

Supposed to put an end toa 
careless habit of this network 
of permitting actors to broad- 
cast into an empty room. Of 
course the actor thought dif- 
ferently. 

This little imposition on ac- 
tors, who wait for hours in 
reception rooms to make an 
appointment is made possible 
by the fact that the radio 
judges and actors never see 
one another. 


Live Whale Caught in 
River Draws 10,000 to 
Take-a-Look Each Day 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 26. 

Biggest un-booked attraction here 
in years, drawing crowds of 10,000 
daily is one live whale disporting 
in the river 100 miles frum the sea. 
Sea beast is snared between two 
bridges. Probably came up the 
river chasing salmon. 

Adjacent highways blocked with 
sightseeing cars. Jantzen Beach 
amusement park opened up out of 
season to sell bank-side seats. Ma- 
rine denizen is about 25 feet long 
and does a routine of tricks, dodg- 
ing motor boats, canoes and other 
craft. 

Net result is two big animal 
acts, full of publicity, go begging 
for bookings. Whale is in the river 
and the elephant in the hay. 


MINISTERS TOPPING 
EASTON FILM HOUSES 


Taston, Pa., Oct. 26. 


Preaching is doing better than 
some of the picture theatres here. 
For the past two months the Roxy 
theatre has been leased by several 
ministers who conduct nightly re- 
vival services and are packing them. 
Admission is free but the plate is 
passed nightly. Once in a while 
special contributions are asked and 
these contributions are not to be 
laughed at. 

Several ministers take turns in 
the pulpit, all being from out of 
town. Whether they divide the pro- 
ceeds or work on salary is not 
known, But a big winter is ex- 
pected. 

The Roxy was formerly a picture 
house, but could not survive. Some 
local ministers do not approve of 




















the present cycle but are too timid | plenty of 


to complain. 








GHINK GAFES RUN 
RIGHT INTO RED 


No Longer Mysterious Hide- 
aways—Trade Fell Away 
When Lights Went Up— 
Chinese Latest Is Toast 








DRUG STORE OPPOSISH 





The Yellow Peril of the restau- 
rant, chop suey, of a few years ago, 
is now fading away. The mysteri- 
ous atmosphere of the hideaway 
chink joints has lost its appeal, 
while chop suey addicts can buy 
that non-Chinese mixture nowa- 


days almost at any drug store. 
With the fact on record that when 
the lights went up in the chop suey 
parlors, mostly one flight up, the 
huddle trade didn’t return. 
Drug-store opposition is a menace 
to the upstairs eateries, but not as 
serious as the public in general tir- 
ing of the Chinese mystery and glit- 
ter. Lower prices and no cover 
charges were other inducements for 
the Chinese cabarets as against the 
Americans’, The Chinese taught the 
Americans how to tnrow off the 
cover charge without losing any- 


‘400 CHEATING 
ON PARTY COST 


Society has gone matinee for 
coming out parties until the depres- 
sion eases up. Still necessary to 
make a splash for the introduction 
of the newest hopeful, but done 
under the guise of a polite after- 
noon musical instead of the swanky 
all night blowouts which once 
marked the first secial step of the 
financially elite. 

Agents who have been handling 
the bookings for the one time big 
events complain that they still get 
requests for figures. After submit- 
ting cost of entertainers, they are 
asked if the cannot get hold of a 
nice quartet or a pianist with some- 
thing of a name, but no fancy 
salary, 

Time has been when a coming- 
out party took an entire floor of 
some big hotel, with a costly colla- 
tion along around midnight, a name 
band for the dancers, carloads of 
flowers and all the rest. 

Now the more or less embarrassed 





female parent announces a musical 
She does her best to make it sound 
like something bigger than she can 


afford in these no-dividend days. 
Society is feeling the pinch 
harder than the shoe clerks, what 
with securities away down and 
them going blotto. Tea 
(Continued om page 63) 


YELLOW PERIL BLOWING UP 











When Actors Go on Percentage 
They Think Up The Own Publicity 





Deaf Mutes’ Request 





St. Paul, Oct. 26. 
The Alhambra, Publix grind 
house, is now the only silent 
theatre in the Twin Cities. 
A group of deaf persons has 
petitioned the chain to con- 
tinue to operate it sans sound. 


Sat. Night Shopping No 
Good to Store Intakes, 
Hurts Theatre Gate 


Reading, Pa., Oct. 26. 

A movement by about 30 of the 
larger downtown stores here re- 
stored Saturday night openings. 
The first working Saturday night 
showing indifferent results. 

The move is stirring thearical 
men, Saturday closing hour was 6. 
Now all employees, at least until 
the end of the Christmas season, 
must work until 9. By that time 
they are too tired to go to theatres. 

Employees affected receive no ex- 
tra pay for Saturday night, but get 
time off on other days of the week 
to keep the week's total of hours 
unchanged, 

The sales clerks’ association is 
using newspaper display space urg- 
ing the public to stay out of the 
stores on Saturday night. The first 
night the electric light and heat bills 
ate up the merchants’ expected 
profits on the last three hours’ shop- 
ping. 

















SOLICIT FREE EXTRAS 


Come-on Cards in Program for 
‘Good Companions’ 








Extra people used in ‘The Good 
Companions,’ presented by Lee Shu- 
bert at the 44th Street, New York, 
cost the show exactly nothing. Men 
and women extras are used in the 
fair scene and are secured in vari- 
ous ways. Cards in the house pro- 
grames solicit from audiences. 

The come-on cards read: ‘Have 
you ambitions for a stage career? 
This is an opportunity to determine 
if you have acting ability.’ A trial 
during an actual performance is 
promised. 





Casino Prospects Dark 
For All French Resorts 


Paris, Oct. 17. 

Gambling circles currently per- 
turbed, due to the fact that the 
Greek syndicate, which runs the 
biggest banks in the worthwhile re- 
sorts, lost $5,000,000 this year, as 
compared to their usual $2,000,000 
yearly take. Zographos and his 
associates are heavily hit. 

Conditions are such that they are 
said to see no prospect of getting out 
of the red, and are not inciined at 
all to throw good money after bad. 





Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Having featured players on a per- 
centage sometimes has advantages 
to a legit show. It gets the actors 
thinking in terms of publicity and 
boxoffice and some of their ideas 
are valuable as proven by Benny 
Rubin, Blossom Seeley and Benny 
Fields now at the Garrick with ‘Girl 
Crazy.’ 

Instead of the usual actor routine 
of sleeping late, and leisurely stroll- 
ing in 45 minutes ahead of curtain, 
this trio are showing up at broad- 


casting stations at 10 a. m. and 
otherwise upsetting the orthodox 
rules. 

Benny Fields personally made a 
deal with a local photographer for 
a series of enlargements for the 
front of the house. Although a mu- 
sical, ‘Girl Crazy’ opened without 
any lobby dressing whatever. Real- 
izing the need for this sort of bal- 
lyhooing, and that without it ‘Girl 
Crazy’ could pass for a drama, 
Fields, with a percentage involved, 
corrected the deficiency. And got 
it done 50% cheaper than the house 
could have done it, 


Spending Own Dough 


A theatre party of 200 tickets was 
a@ personal promotion of the trio 
through local friends. At the Yale- 
Chicago game they chartered an 
aeroplane with a loudspeaker to fly 
over the field telling the crowd 
‘You’re crazy if you don't see “Girl 
Crazy” at the Garrick theatre.’ This 
was paid out of the actors’ own 
pockets. 

Among other exploitation stunts, 
not thought up and engineered by 
a press agent, but originating with 
the percentage actors, who attend- 
ing a pro football game Sunday aft- 
ernoon, entertaining the crowd with 
the addressograph and giving a pair 
of ducats to any player scoring a 
touchdown. 

Just what part all this has played 
in the unexpected business ‘Girl 
Crazy’ is doing cannot be proved, 
of course. Suffice that a connec- 
tion between the actors’ efforts and 
the improved business is plausible. 
Particularly as the show was not 
figured to click at all and was in 
fact figured the first few days for 


a flop. 
Benny Rubin tis on straight per- 
centage; Blossom Seeley and Ben- 


ny Fields have a guarantee against 
percentage. 


$40 for Comic 


One of the several reasons why 
stock burlesque is terrible. Salaries 
| for leads lowest in its history. 
| One of the New York burlys sent 
|a call for a principal comic. Castera, 
| scenting some quick commission, 
| submitted some $100 and §150 

weekly men. 

The best the house would pay 
‘was $40. 
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effort will be 


or novels upon they are 


Acad > mandn > 
based. An made to 


mask the real trend of the story to 


get the b. o. appeal from the star’s 
name rather. than on the type of 
story. Studio is currently in search 


of selling titles which do not tip off. 

New handle is being sought for 
‘Ladies of the Big House,’ with re- 
quests stating that the name must 
not suggest women in prison, which 
the story is about. ‘Second Chances’ 
is based on gambling but any title 
suggesting this is out. ‘Master Key’ 
might suggest a crook story,.so a 
handle is wanted that will make the 
patrons think of spring and cooing 
doves. 

New titles are also sought for 
‘House of Troon,’ Clive 3rook’s 
next, and ‘Wild Beauty,’ to he made 
by Nancy Carroil in New York. 





New Inquest Infers 
Sudekum Was Murdered 


Birmingham, Oct. 26. 

Case involving the death of Harry 
Sudekum, secretary of Crescent 
Amusement Co., a chain of picture 
houses in Alabama, Tennessee and 
Kentucky, has beén reopened and a 
coroner's jury has decided Sudekum 
met his death ‘at the hand of per- 
sons unknown.’ 

Sudekum lived at Nashville and 
was found dead in his home, Dec. 
13 last. It was believed at the time 
that he commited suicide. New in- 
quest was made at the special re- 
guest of Mrs. Sudekum. 

It was believed at the time that 
Sudekum had killed himself. by 
strangling with an electric light 
cord attached to a wall. socket. 
Electricians, however, say that a 
wound on Sudekum’s chin could not 
have been caused by electric cur- 
rent. His business affairs were in 
splendid condition and no possible 
reason could be given for the ap- 
parent suicide. 


U After H. G. 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Universal is trying to get H. G. 
Wells signature with the author to 
come to Hollywood during produc- 
tion of his ‘Invisible Man,’ U owned. 

Studio wants him in an advisory 
capacity and mostly for publicity. 
Wells is booked as far west as De- 
troit on lecture dates. 

Benn. Levy, who is making the 











adaptation on ‘Man,’ due _ here 
shortly. 

Relief Meetin 
Theatre owners and their man- 


agers meet at the Astor theatre to- 
day (Tuesday) preparatory to the 
campaign for unemployment relief 
funds in Greater New York week of 
Nov. 18-25. 

They will be instructed as to the 
staging of the unemployment per- 
formances, 

One of the most difficult prob- 
lems presented in the film drive 
for funds for the unemployed, the 
handling of the monies collected, 
has been solved. 

The 300 city committees are be- 
ing instructed to turn over their 
returns to the local Hoover units. 


B. OF H. AS SANTA 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Another dividend by Christmas is 
the word passed to Bank of Holly- 
wood bag-holders. Receivership says 
it hopes to make a payment some 
time in December. 

Gilbert H. Beesemyers’ 
currently suing the B. of H.'s re- 
ceiver for $106,757, most of it al- 
legedly loans to the bank, 











Many automobiles are 
wrecked by a loose nut on the 
front seat. 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 











receiver 


Brooklyn, Oct. 26, 
theatre is planning to 
stage a divorce case on the 
stage as soon and if the house 
can overcome legal teehnicali- 
ties. 


Rawr 
LUA 











Hughes Marks 
Time Until 4 
Films Go Out 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
With $2,000,000 tied up in four 
pictures, Howard Hughes now fig- 
ures on closing down for a while. 
Idea is to unload some of his obli- 


gations such as the Multicolor 
Plant and the Hughes-Franklin 
theatres. 


‘Age for Love,’ ‘Scarface,’ ‘Sky 
Devils’ and Milestone’s ‘Cock of the 
Air’ are awaiting release, which 
means that Hughes’ current film 
production is complete. He prob- 
ably won’t do any. more’ picture 
making before January. This date 
comes from the fact that Lewis 
Milestone is preparing for another 
story about that time. 


All Aldéne 
Hughes is sole producer for him- 


self, individually backing his own 
productions with his own capital. 
On the Multicolor deal, Hughes 


bought a majority control in the 
Multicolor plant with options for 
100% ownership, which are unexer- 
cised. Thus far Multicolor has cost 
him about $2,500,000. _Highes is’ 
refusing to shell out another Multi- 
color nickle. That is directly to 
blame for the action taken by Free- 
man Langfield, who filed a $2,500 
garnisLee suit against the labora- 
tory Saturday (24) for recording 
services rendered on some Multi- 
color shorts. 

Multicolor directorate consists of 
Neil McCarthy, A. A. McDonald, 
Noah Dietrich, Laland Lee and H. 
W. Worthington, the latter two be- 
ing 49% minority stockholders. 

Hughes leaves for New York the 
end of this week. 





CLIVE SPURNS OFFERS 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Turning down Metro and Para- 
mount offers, Colin Clive is enroute 
east, where he will sail for Europe. 
Clive hopped tc Palm _ Springs 
after a week's rest at Arrowhead. 





Menjou at Pathe 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Adolphe Menjou, freelancing since 
he refused to take a Paramount 
cut, goes to Pathe for one. 
Hie'll be in Ann Harding’s ‘Pres- 
tige.’ 





- SAILINGS 


Nov. 15 (Paris to New York) 
Stone and Vernon (Leviathan). 

Nov. 11 (New York to Los An- 
geles): Joan Bennett (Virginia). 

Nov. 10 (Bremen to New York), 
Mr. and Mrs..Fritz W. Reed (Brem- 
en). 

Nov. 1 (Los Angeles to Manila): 


Joe Fisher, Fanny Fisher (Pres. 
Coolidge). 

Oct. 26 (New York to Paris): 
Elisabeth Rethberg, Dita Parlo 
(Bremen). 

Oct. 26 (New York to Paris): 
George Kann (De de France). 

Oct. 26 (New York to Paris), 


George Kann (lle de France). 

Oct. 26 (Cherbourg to New York), 
Lilyan Tashman (Olympic). 

Oct. 24 (Paris to New York) Elsie 


De Wolfe, Mrs. Preston Sturges 
| (Europa). 

Oct. 24 (Los Angeles to New 
York): Joan Bennett (President 
Hoover). 

Oct. 23 (New York to London): 


Fred Thompson (Majestic). 

Oct. 21 (London to New York) A. 
A. Milne, Robert Chisholm, Hal 
Skelly, Chris Charlton (Aquitania). 

Oct. 20 (Melbourne to London), 
Mark Hamburg (Narcunda). 

Oct. 14 (Sydney to Vancouver), 
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Fitch (Niagara). 

Oct. 12 (Sydney to London), Sam- 
my Thompson (Aller). 

















WILL MAHONEY 


In Earl Carroll “Vanities.” The 
London “Star” said: “With his: dis- 
dain of makeup, his natty grey 
lounge suit and bowler hat, Will 
Mahoney strikes a new note in 
musie hall comedy. He relies solely 
on his skill and good humor to make 
a crowded house roar with laughter. 
His act is the last word in polished 
speed.” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 





CLARA CALLS OFF TRIP 
ASNEWSHOUNDS APPEAR 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Precipitating a flock of busted 
romance rumors when leaving.sud- 
denly for New York Wednesday (21) 
night, Clara Bow denied everything 
when newsmen caught the train at 
Gallup, New Mexico, and ended her 
trip, returning here Friday (23) to 
hang around until rumors dissipate. 

Intended New York trip was on 
the Sam Rork picture deal plus a 
look at Broadway after a. long 
stretch on Rex -Bell’s ranch. 





Casting Directories Off. 
Monthly Issue Attempts 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26, 

The monthly casting directory, for 
nine years an auxiliary activity on 
the coast, with one book sticking 
right through and countless others 
opening and shutting, is definitely 
through with the decision of the 
Standard to issue bi-monthly here- 
after. The General Directory, 
started last year as opposition to 
the Standard, has been quarterly 
for some time. 

A new book is being readied to 
launch on the field next month by 
Clifford Robertson. but it will also 
be a quarterly. Meanwhile, nego- 
tiations to merge the Standard and 
the General are under way. 

Elaborate printing jobs of the 
casting albums, the competition 
since talkers came in, and no in- 
crease in the field. of advertising 
business available seems to~- have 
killed the directory as a monthly 
idea, 





Flood Sues Gumbin 
On Robson Contract 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Besides his suit against Liberty 
Productions for $5,000 on the cut- 
ting of ‘Mad Parade,’ James Flood 
is suing Herman Gumbin, president 
of Liberty, on an asserted agree- 
ment for $500 a week to direct three 
May Robson pictures. 

Flood claims the contract guar- 
antees him a total of $24,000, of 
which $10,500 has accrued. It pro- 
vides for termination by either 
party if Miss Robson is unavailable. 

Gumbin’s answer admits’. the 
agreement but denies any services 
were rendered under it. 





RENEW ON KOBER 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Arthur kober, Paramount writer, 
has had his option picked up by 
Par for six more months. 
He's off to New York 
six weeks’ vacation. 


now for a 


FOX’S RADIO STORY 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Fox may buy ‘Are You Listening?’ 
radio yarn by J. P. McEvoy. 
Story is understood to have been 
okayed in the east and now awaits 





studio disposition, 





Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Nice recovery in activity for ex- 
tras last week. An average of 943 
worked daily. Monday’ was the 
peak, 1,326 working. 

Top mob _was 307 at ‘Union De- 
pot’ for Warner-FN. Alfred E. 
Green held smaller mobs on the 
same set for several days. Next 
largest crowd was 161 in a prison 
scene for ‘Ladies of the Big House,’ 
Paramount. 

Production was in the third week 
of a down curve. This week only 
27 features continuing' with 11 pos- 
sible starters. 


Blurb Peddlers 


Hang Heads as 
Finale Is Near 





Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Weary trail of the free lance 
press agent is nearing its end. 
Once the bright boys of Hollywood, 
and here by hundreds, there are 
less than a dozen recognized client 
taking blurbers left and they’re 
hanging their heads. 

The red plush furniture in exotic 
looking offices is going under the 
auction block while these"p.a.s’ are 
looking for jobs. 

Changing conditions are respon- 
sible. During boom times the free 
lancers made money’ fast. ‘Every 
newspaperman minus a job or any- 
ene who could use a typewriter, 
turned p. a. and made it pay. It 
was half getting squibs in the paper 


and half kidding the client into 
thinking he Was beéominhg' well 
known, 


Studio Ban 


Studios’ ban on free lancers for 
contract players also hurt. The f.l’s 
were crossing the stories sent. out 
by publicity departments, getting 
many a studio into a jam. Without 
honor in the studios, the boys had 
trouble attracting clients. ' 

General expose of the uselessness 
of most publicity blabs also hurt the 
p.a.’s. Players. became wise that a 
lot of space in the dailies or fan 
mags didn’t mean more salary or 
jobs for them. Reason was that 
producers also became wise that 
amount of space in the papers didh’t 
measure a player’s ability or draw. 


Wrong Blurbs 


Real estate subdivisions, country 
and beach clubs, airports, and pri- 
vate individuals also found this out 
about the same time, and especially 
that the wrong kind of blurbs were 
hurting, The vanity of certain men, 
who kept personal press agents just 
to get their name in the paper, be- 
came a laugh around the city desks. 

The small time free lancers have 
given up the ghost long ago and 
only a handful of the old reliables 
are still sticking around. Some of 
them are Ray Coffin, Ham Beall, Ed 
Perkins, Ray Davidson and Dave 
Epstein. Newcomers like Kathryn 
White and Dorothy Herzog are also 
making a go, but the mob of. fast 
talking boys has gone the way of 
$1,000,000 productions. 





BIT PLAYER'S 7 YRS. 


Hollywood, Oct. 

Adrinne Dore, 21, who has 
doing bits, given a seven-year 
contract by Warners, starting 


99 


~—« 


26. 

been 
term 
Nov. 


Lahr’s Optional If 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Metro holds an unexercised op- 
tion on Bert Lahr, now in New 
York. 
Renewal depends on early returns 
from ‘Flying High.’ 





Par’s Cartoon Voice Drifts 

Margie Hines contract with Para- 
mount for the Max Fleischer -car- 
toons has expired. She will free- 
lance, 

Miss Hines is the femme voice in 
the majority of the Pleischer draw- 
ings 


lits national boxoffice. 





amusements are 
of th e 


in 


now the subject 


belief 


the 


day here, there 


is a 


responsible sources. that 
is so much 
When 


is 


same talk and propa. 


ganda, the record is come 
plete it figured there will be 
little more addition to ‘the luxury 


side of the federal ledger then there 
was a year ago. 

The film industry stands the leagt 
chance of having a tax slapped on 
Students ‘of 
the political. school see as the je 
dustry's strongest argument against 
taxation the fact that itis most 
needed during depressive ‘times to 
provide the public, at lowest cost, 


with a media through which to 
shelve, temporarily at. least, its 
troubles. 

The bright side pictures, with 
their comedy, successful business 
men, heroic cops and beautiful 


ladies, bring to the every day family 
more value, psychologically, than.a 
toll in dollars to the treasury. If 
the film industry is successful in 
hammering home to Congress this 
one slant, pictures will be the last 
industry to have tax worries it is 
believed. 

Secretary Mellon, it is understood, 
will make the recommendation fer 
the boxoffice tax. Senators Smoot 
and Harrison are being counted on 
to oppose it although Harrison, it-is 
observed, is in a peculiar position 
due to the fact that his own state, 
Mississippi, recently passed an 
amusement tax of its own. 


DEMANDS ROYALTY OX 
FOX ‘COURTESY’ REELS 


Friction between Fox. and West 
ern Electric, over the latter's! re 
fusal to, cut.the royalty charge on 
school subjects, was increased. the 
past week when W. E. demanded 
full royalty payment: on about 100 
reels Fox had listed as ‘courtesy 
releases,’ 

The royalty on news reels, when 
full sound is used, is approximately 
$250, and is the only deviation from 
the straight $500 per reel charge. 

Western is - supposed to have 
made the ‘courtesy’ discoveries 
when its own auditors recently went 
over the Fox pooks. This is another 
angle which the electric companies 
did not fail to overlook in writing 
up contracts with producers. They 
can look over the licensee’s figures 
with their own men at any time. 

Fox, it is understood, is resisting 
payment on the ground that the 
reels were presents and as such 
were.not_used for commercial pur- 
poses. 





Two Verdicts Againsi 
Bootlegging Old Films 


Decision of Judge Julian Mack in 
New York last week in the case 
of Pathe Exchange, Inc., versus 
Apollo Film Supply Co., slapped 
bootleg filming, which has cropped 
up as an annoyance. Court. rpled 
against Apollo which was distribute 
ing product purchased from Emile 
Snyder, Inc. ‘ 

Snyder firm bought old films fre 
Pathe for three cents a pound fer 
the supposed purpose of salvaging 
the nitrate of silver contents and 
sola to Apollo which distributed 
same, 

Judge Mack issued an injunction 
against Apollo which restrains fur- 
ther distributing this product. The 
judge also issued an order of cone 
fiscation which was put into force 
by Pathe in which it recovered 60 
feature films about to be distributed 
by Apollo. Apollo, according. @ 
Louis Nizer, attorney for Pathe, de- 
fended on the grounds that: it had 
proper title to the films by purcha#s- 
ing from Snyder. e 

Pathe proved that Snyder could 
not convey Pathe copyright rights 
something it never had, to a buyer. 





There was no charge that the =Py° 
der firm was responsible. ‘ 

Judge Clark, sitting in a =! ilar 
case in New Jersey, concerat 
Pathe versus Metropolitan oan 
change of that state, handed dow 


similar decision. 
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Insignificant Ushers Now Become 
Weenie Part of Film Production 


Those who scoff at the ever-at- 
tentative if over-courteous usher 
are probably unaware of his grow- 
ing importance within the picture 
business. His influence now con- 
cerns production and is achieved by 
proxy through the audience com- 
ment reports he submits as ordered. 
These reports are now going to the 
studios and getting serious consid- 
eration. 

The practise of picking up this 
audience-comment has been in ex- 
istence for some time, It is believed 
to have started with the Broadway 
deluxe picture houses which de- 
sired to keep track of it, from the 
picture and stage show standpoint. 
Aim was to use it as a guide but, 
in the past, was mostly perused and 
mulled over by the theatre operat- 
ing departments. The studios for- 
merly tabbed fan mail and exhib- 
itor comment as secondary yard 
sticks by which to measure the re- 
action to pictures and players. The 
first scale of such measurement will 
always be the boxoffice. 

Under the pressure of the neces- 
gity of reducing the chances of film 
misfits, the studios are now lending 
an ear to the remarks of patrons 
as relayed by the ushers in the 
theatres. Aisle pilots are com- 
manded to turn in everything they 
hear. These reports are assembled 
by the house managers, dispatched 
to circuit headquarters and are now 
dae on to the coast for what 
@uggestions or cross-section of re- 
action they may contain. 

Don’t belittle the military man- 
hered usher. He has his own niche 
to fill and has reached the point 
where he may be said to have a 
finger in production be it ever so 
humble or temporary. An oil com- 
pany recently selected an usher to 
manage one of its main gasoline 
filling stations on the theory that 
he was best fitted to handle and 
appease custom rs. 

A recent cross-check on audience- 
comment by the Roxy theatre in 
New York showed a direct contrast 
between what the ushers heard and 
the grosses. The Roxy’s own probe 
covered a period of many weeks. 
It revealed the figures for the week 
to be distinctly opposed to the opin- 
ion of the patrons whom its ushers 
happened to overhear. 


San Antone Negros 
See Step Fetchit as 
Big Man from Coast 


San Antonio, Oct. 26. 

Stepin Fechit blew into town with 

the announcement that he’s making 
an eight months’ tour of the south 
to find Negro types for an all-col- 
ored picture to be made within a 
year. Says it’s a sequel to ‘Hearts 
in Dixie.’ 
_ Step says it all may be done as a 
musical first on Broadway with 
Brown and Henderson and Walter 
Donaldson to do the tunes. 

Step expects to find his femme 
lead in a dancehall, but will not be 
the juvenile himself. A _ private 
Corporation will produce and Fox 
Will release, says Fetchit. 











Goulding Wins Fight 
Against Supervision 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

After holding up production of 
‘Grand Hotel’ for three days at 
Metro, while he battled against‘ su- 
bpervision, Edmund Goulding emerged 
Victorious over Paul Bern. 

Bern has been taken off the pic- 
ture and Irving Thalberg will now 
Sit in in an advisory capacity. 


Boles With Fox 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
John Boles hag reached the part- 
ing of the ways with Universal, but 
has gone over to Fox on a term 
contract, 


Boles is from legit. 





. 


(sans (Little Gun) Colt 
Starts at Par as Stew 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Samuel Barrymore Colt, Ethel’s 
son, took a test at Paramount and 
it turned up jake, with the third 
generation representative going into 
‘Working Girls.’ 

He’s down on the cast sheet as 
Samuel Colt, and reneged on a 
suggestion that he be blurbed as 
‘Barrymore.’ 

Colt says he wants to make good 
on his own and prove that even a 
young Colt can be a big gun, with- 





out borrowing the name of his 
mother, uncles, aunts or grand- 
parents. 


He will play a small part, that of 
a New York rounder who votes wet. 


HOLLYWOOD EGO 
FACES BEAR 
MARKET 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Ego has done a nose dive in Hol- 
lywood. The picture great who 
maintained a snooty air because 


their names meant something .are 
reaching earth again. 


Too many newspaper raps, box- 
office statements, kidding of tem- 
perament, stock market lickings and 
the new air of business about pic- 
ture making have helped to kick 
over the Humpty Dumptys. 

Royalty remaining from silent 
days is going into the discard de- 
spite struggles to maintain the prop 
thrones. 

Fall of the fans’ attention has also 
helped to kick over the precedent of 
the great. Now it’s the Colonel’s 
Lady and Judy O’Grady doing a 
two-act. 


DIRT ONLY FILM NEWS 
LEFT, FAN MAGS’ ALIBI 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Answer of the fan magazines to 
the studios’ requests to lay off dirt 
stories is that the studios have 
fallen down on giving them real 
news to write about. 

Fan mag editors say the satura- 
tion point has almost been reached 
in ideas about picture people. 
Editors have been forced to repeat, 
until the readers begin to get fa- 
miliar with the articles and write 
letters saying ‘that’s an old gag.’ 

Fan mags say that dirt is the 
only substitute for news and the 
24 fan magazines in the United 
States are beginning to see the bot- 
tom of the idea fount. 

















Arliss’ Coast Arrival 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

George Arliss is scheduled to ar- 
rive here Thursday (29) after his 
vacation in Europe. He will com- 
mence work on ‘Successful Calam- 
ity’ as the first of three he has yet 
to do under his existing Warner 
contract. 

Dudley Digges is due to arrive the 
same day to go into ‘The Honorable 
Mr. Wong,’ also at Warners. 








Schoedsack at Peshawar 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Word received at Paramount stu- 
dio from Ernest Schoedsack says 
the explorer-cameraman-director is 
now located at his base in Pesha- 
war, India, near the Khyber pass. 


EAECS TALK OF 
REVISED VALUES 


May Drop Optional Con- 
tracts in Drive on Over- 
head—New Deals with 
Players After Every Term 
—Goes for Directors and 
Writers Too 





ONLY 12 STARS 


Hollywood, with the exception of 
its first line stars, will soon get as 
close as it can to Broadway sal- 
aries. Producers are contemplating 
the move more seriously and regard 
it more as permanent for the in- 
dustry rather than as a cut to meet 
present conditions. 
One step may be virtual abolish- 
ment of the contract option system. 
The idea along this line is new, 
dealing with the players after their 
terms run out. 
It has been calculated by pro- 
ducer executives, in discussing the 
levelling of salaries, that there are 
today only 12 stars really drawing 
business to the theatres. No ar- 
gument that these people are en- 
titled to the money they are get- 
ting because of earning capacity. 
The others and the high salaried 
featured performers is where the 
rub comes in. This also takes in di- 
rectors and authors. 

As Contracts Expire 

There is now no general agree- 
ment among the producers, but this 
is the gist of their round-robin dis- 
cussions which is expected on these 
Hollywood reductions is so general 
and complete to crystalize into real- 
ity before long. The slash will not 
be meteoric and affect everyone on 
the Coast or working in the east. 
It will simply and probably be en- 
forced as contracts expire. 

Attitude being taken by the pro- 
ducers is that those associated with 
production who cannot account for 
an acknowledged draw to the box 
office are entitled only to a salary 
more in keeping with stage wages. 

The hope is that eventually the 
Hollywood cuts can be reflected 
through the industry via lower 
rentals.: Efforts are to be main- 
tained to keep admission scales at 
their present figure, it being argued 
that the public has always realized 
above the ticket value in entertain- 
ment, 

The entire move is in keeping 
with the attempt to get average pro- 
duction costs as close to $200,000 a 
picture as possible by the major 
studios. 


‘Unfair’ Charges 
Used by Extras’ 
Union as Start 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Pictures Players’ Alliance, an or- 
ganization of extras, has been 
formed to combat alleged unfair 
practices against extra talent. Or- 
ganization, already claiming a mem- 
bership of 300, will apply for an A. 
F. of L. charter later. 

Group is aiming darts at the ma- 
jor studios and Central Casting Bu- 
reau, claiming that both are dis- 
criminating against the recognized 
extras in giving friends and rela- 
tives precedence over those depend- 
ing on day calls for a living. 

They also charge the existence of 
a list where extras are posted for 
violating minor studio rules and are 
deprived of work. 











2 Singles for Vaude 





Schoedsack and his crew, whicn 
includes no studio players, is film- | 
ing ‘Life of a Bengal Lancer. He} 





will met return to Par until summer. | 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Leon Janney and Betty Compson 
are set to try vaude shortly. 
Booked for individual RKO turns. | 








Double Tests 





Two male leads in “Two 
Secends’, current Broadway 
legit, are being tested together 
for films by two companies. 
Players are Edward Pawley 
and Preston Foster. 


Paramount and Fox are 
making the tests with the 
actors appearing together in 


scenes from the play. 











DRAMA ED. DOES 
A WODEHOUSE 
FOR U 


Universal City, Oct. 26. 

Jack Moffitt, drama ed of the K. C. 
‘Star,’ who took a year’s leave of 
absence to go Hollywood at Univer- 
sal City, wound it up with a Wode- 
house. Slight diff is that nobody 
but studio officials will see Moffitt’s 
swan bleat. 

When E. Richard Schayer, scen- 
ario chief, broke the news to Moffitt 
that after another three weeks he 
could rejoin his paper, he gave him 
‘Ural’ to adapt as a parting assign- 
ment. Moffitt went into the soli- 
tude with the Soviet story. Nothing 
was heard from him until two days 
before deadline. Then he an- 
nounced that a swell original had 
occurred to him, which he was do- 
ing, and would need a few extra 
days to finish it up. U grudgingly 
granted the extra time, with pay, 
and got a script. 

Moffitt’s Fun Idea 

It was a week or so before execs 
got around to examining the swell 
idea. It turned out to be one big 
kid at the studio, with U personali- 
ties burlesqued in dialog and char- 
acterization. 

Schayer shot off a wire to Moffitt 
that if he had shown as much bril- 
liancy in his previous scripts on the 
lot he'd still be there. 


MIX TRIES TO SETTLE 
RINGLING CONTRACT 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Tom Mix is attempting to settle 
his contract with John Ringling for 
appearance in one of the Ringling 
circuses for the next three seasons. 
Mix figures his earning possibilities 
are better in pictures. 

His contract with Ringling, made 
two years ago, has three years to 
run. 


Weil Sues Ceballos 
On Deal for Shorts 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Under a contract whereby Jesse 
Weil was to distribute 12 musical 
shorts to be made by Larry Ceballos, 
latter is being sued for $81,720 or 
75% of the estimated profit on the 
series. 

Contract, made June 10, called for 
Ceballos to start the series upon 
10 day’s notice by Weil. Ceballos 
was to take 25% of the profits. S. 














Mckinney, assignee of the claim, 
says Weil gave the signal June 19 
but Ceballos wouldn't go through 


the deal, 


with 





Tamar Lane at Radio 

Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Lane, editor of 
local trade sheet, 


Tamar 


Mercury,’ has 





as story consultant and editor. 


‘Film | 


\Few Extras Rise from Ranks 
Because as Class They ve 
No Ambition, Says Director 


+ 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Why is an extra? 
Question was asked and answered 
by one of the colony's leading di- 
rectors. His answer was—indiffer- 
ence. 
Director claims that once an extra 
gets a job, his or her interest in 
pictures immediately vanishes until 
it’s time to look for another en- 
gagement. Rarely does an extra 
take any interest in the picture be- 
ing made, or appear to want to 
learn anything from the acting of 
the principals. Yet they have the 
greatest opportunity offered to any 
one class in this direction. 
Extras are engaged for atmos- 
phere, the director states, and this 
is about the only mission in life 
they want to fulfill, As to ambi- 
tion to get somewhere, it barely 
exists, he says. 


Survey 


Director’s viewpoint is based on a 
survey during pictures he has made 
at which he has had assistants check 
on the activities of extras when 
they are held on the set between 
shots, or when scenes ars being 
taken in which only principals are 
used. 

Analysis shows that of every 100 
extras only one will be found 
watching the scenes, as if taking an 
interest; two will be watching cas- 
ually; six will be looking anywhere 
but at the principals; seven of the 
lot will be sleeping or trying to 
sleep; 11 will be reading magazines 
or newspapers; 24 will be playing 
bridge while eight watch them and 
the remaining 41 will be taking part 
in that great indoor sport, gos- 
siping. 

But whenever Equity calls a pro- 
test meeting these are the people 
who attend. 





Barthelmess’ ‘Cotton’ 


‘Cabin in the Cotton’ is a future 
First National picture for Dick 
Barthelmess. 

Story is a novel by Harry Kroll 
and will be Ray Loneg’s first issue 
by his new book publishing concern. 
FN has purchased the story prior 
to publication. It will probably go 
into production sometime this 
winter, 





Nancy Carroll for ‘Wayward’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 6. 
Nancy Carroll is going east with- 
in a week for ‘Wayward,’ to be 
made at Par’s Long Island studio, 
Now finishing ‘Man I Killed.’ 
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Slash from 5%, to 25%, 


Covering All Depts. and Executives 








Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Beginning this week salary cuts 
of from 5% to 25% go into effect 
everywhere in 
tion. 


the Fox organiza- 
The 25% is for contract execs 
and will net Fox a 
around $1,000,000. 


Information here is that every de- 
partment of Fox has been placed 
on a rigid budget. Plan was first 
thought out arouna rour months 
ago, but given here as having been 
postponed until situations within 
the company were amenable so that 
the cut could be made general, 

The cut is exclusive of certain 
contract people who can only take 
a slash by consent. This includes 
union labor, contract players, direc- 
tors, and certain executives, but 
that the latter have acquiesced 
seems likely from the fact that the 
pay slash has been ordered into ef- 
fect. 

All departments are said to have 
been requested to gei down to bed- 
rock on numbers in personal. How 
the cut figures for certain execs 
who might accept the slash or have, 
is indicated from their present 
weekly reputed salaries before pos- 
sible cutting: 


W. R. Sheehan, v. p. and g. m. in 
charge of production............6. 
dg. R. Grainger, v. p. and general 


saving of 


$6,000 


GRIOS -MMANASEs oc cicssccccssccsce 2,500 
Oscar Oldknow, exec. v. p. in charge 

Te Se SOO cetowecensccessetese 2,500 
Harry Arthur, general manager of 

eae e 2,000 
Clayton Sheehan, chief of foreign 

NES) BaF. b% Faw detg cod) so Sceccesdcd 1,250 
Howard Sheehan, v.p. of Fox West 

CE, chek okln oh 400 065.666466¢0 0060-0 1,000 
Glenn Griswold, v.p. and Director of 

Pais TROIGRIONS. 606 665s lc dscccscce 1,000 
Arch Bolles, Fox WC theatre div. 

OEE an odo 0.04 7S 0406 bs0ccceeceee 750 
Alex. Kempner, eastern realty super- 

WE 6b o.60 604 6b 4464 00540485080 8006 750 
Glendon Alivine, advertising and 

publicity manager.............+. ee 6500 

Neither Harley L. Clarke, presi- 


dent of Fox, nor W. C. Michel, ex- 
ecutive vice-president, have ever 
received salary from Fox Films. 
Since the advent of Clarke, both he 
and Michel have served without 
pay. Dick Rowland’s financial ar- 
rangement with Fox is not known. 

Former officials under William 
Fox still draw, and look to continue 
to draw, full envelopes as condi- 
tioned by prior contracts. As far as 
known Joe Leo’s salary was $1,250 
weekly. Leo’s contract was bought 
off at 50%. 

William Fox, personally, draws 
around $10,000 -weekly, or $500,000 
a year, in accordance with his sell- 
ing agreement to the present con- 
trolling interests. That makes him 
the biggest salary drawer for Fox. 

Fox is about the last of the film 
companies to have instituted salary 
cuts. Among other firms which have 
pursued the salary cutting plan are 
Paramount, Warners and Universal. 





Hughes, Schurman & Dwight, 
New York general counsel] for Fox 
Films, has decided to eliminate a 
genera] counsel for the Fox studio 
in Hollywood. Hence Alfred Wright, 
attorney on the Fox lot, will resign. 

Wrighi’s legal staff will continue 
subject to directions from the 
Hughes’ law firm in New York. 


SIX-HOUR DAY 
OR LAYOFFS IN 
STUDIOS? 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Most of the studios are manifest- 
ing interest in 1@<O-Pathe’s newly- 
announced system of placing the 
technical departments on a six-hour 
basis instead of cutting salaries. 
Universal has asked for details, 

At Warners, however, order went 
out last week to cut the payroll in 
all departments where possible, and 
five men were let out of the sound 
department. 

Employes in all 
technical departments will 
off between pictures. 








other WB-FN 
be laid 





WURTZEL WEST 
Sol Wurtzel, back from his Eu- 
ropean vacation, left New York Fri- 
day (23) to return to the Fox, Hol- 


Wanger’s Wkly Checks 


No change seems to have oc- 
curred for Walter Wanger with 
Paramount. He is weekly receiving 
his salary check, though performing 
no work for Par under his contract. 
Wanger is expectant of his at- 
torney, Nathan Burkan, reaching a 
settlement understanding with 
Paramount’s counsel. Nothing like 
that is yet in sight. One reason 
against such a settlement is said to 
be the amount is too large for a 
cash adjustment at this time. In- 
volved under the contract is a 
gross amount of nearly $600,000. 


SKOURAS WANTS 
HOLTZ FOR RUN 
AT AUDUBON 


Lou Holtz may go into the uptown 
Fox Audubon beginning week of 
Nov. 6 as m. c. for an indetermi- 
nate period under a plan by the 
Skourases to build up that house 


as a top neighb. Holtz will be on 
a salary plus percentage of the 
gross. With him will be Lyda Ro- 
berti. They will be blended with 
the regular Fanchon & Marco units 
spotted here. F. & M. office did the 
booking. 

Against the Audubon proposition 
RKO yesterday (Monday) offered 
Holtz and Roberti its seven or eight 
weeks of New York time on a 
straight $4,500. salary basis for 
both. RKO proposes to play the 
combinations for a full week in the 
split week houses. 

Holtz was to have accepted one 
of the two offers today (Tuesday). 
Jack Curtis negotiated for RKO. 
Move marks the first effort of the 
new operators of the former Fox 
deluxer to spring show competition 
into a thickly populated uptown 
section of New York and Washing- 
ton Heights against both Loew and 
RKO opposition. 

The Audubon is probably the 
most important of the 47 houses 
which the Skourases lately took 
over from Fox and is the first on 
which the brothers are concentrat- 
ing to put over. The way they fig- 
ure that putting over this spot 
means one-third of their operating 
problems settled. 

Holtz last played for the RKO 
Palace during its record run. After 
a frosty stay with his show, ‘You 
Said It,’ in Chicago, Holtz returned 
to New York. In dickering with 
RKO once again Holtz mentioned 
his proposition from the Shuberts, 
to head a vaude bill at the Majestic, 
a Shubert-booked house. The 
Skouras offer broke in on the RKO 
negotiations, 














Arthur Delayed 


Harry Arthur may not leave for 
the Coast for areund another two 
weeks owing to certain theatre 
deals for various Fox houses. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


M. A. Silver. 
Marty Schwartz. 

J. G. Bachman. 
Wm. S. Gill 
Pauline Frederick. 
Joseph I. Schnitzer. 
Al Boasbereg. 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Hal Phyfe. 
Joan Bennett. 
John Stahl, 
Nancy Carroll. 
Howard Hughes. 
Roger Marchetti. 
Arthur Kober. 
Colin Clive. 

Ed Canavan. 


Martinez Sierra. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Louis B. Mayer. 

Lucy Doraine. 

Louella Parsons, 
Martin. 

Dudley Digges. 


Dr. Harry W. 





lywood, studio. 


George Arliss. 





“Ack a=. 


A new bridge~was opened over 
the Hudson October 25. The people 
of New Jersey should thank the 
state officials who were so consid- 
erate in thinking of them. It makes 
it much easier to come to New 
York and see 


YORK and KING 


Direction Lee Stewart 


Publix Press Changes | 


In realigning the advertising- 
publicity setup in Publix at the 
home office, Edward Rosenwald, 
former contact man for Milton Field 
in New York, is promoted to the 
opening division as assistant to 
Harry Katz, whose division em- 
braces Great States and Indiana. 
Another move is the appointment of 
Ed Olmstead from Feld’s division to 
contact man on advertising-pub- 
licity for R. J. O’Donnell’s territory. 
He will personally handle the south- 
west, Jack Meredith taking care of 
the Saenger division in O’Donnell’s 
domain. 

J. I. McInerney remains as contact 
man for all of Feld’s houses. 


PRE-PURCHASE 
ADAPTATIONS 
POPULAR 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

To ascertain how adaptable a 
published story is for pictures, the 
studios are assigning writers to 
make treatment of novels and mag- 
azine stories as soon as they reach 
the stands. 

Getting the story in shape before 
the actual buying also means the 
theme will be hotter and studios 
can cash in on the book publicity 
through earlier release. Metro and 
Paramount are among those trying 
out the system, with execs enthu- 
siastic over the eventual outcome. 

Studios are assigning several 
writers to each story, getting as 
many treatments. They pick the 
best or throw them all together, 
retaining the best features of each. 


Allied Making One 
More Try On Reel, 
Effort for Rental 


Failing in all attempts to get ad- 
vertising Allied is now said to be 
asking its exhibitor members to 
cease regarding the newsreel as a 
gratis proposition and to pay for it 
the same as other reels. Captain 
Baynes of Kinograms was reported 
yesterday (Monday) to be on his 
way to Columbus to sound out a 
group of exhibs on the rental idea. 

The Allied reel was scheduled to 
pass out of the picture this week 
but the idea that exhibs might pay 
persuaded another try. 

Status of the reel involves the en- 
tire Allied organization since those 
five year contracts which exhibs 
signed absolved them from paying 
dues to the organization over that 
peroid, or while they showed the 
reel. Paid advertising then motiv- 
ated the contract. 


USING W.E.’s NEW DEVICE 

First of the new lightweight series 
of W. E. recording equipments is in 
the possession of Lorenzo Del Ric- 
cio, formerly in the research depart- 
ment of Paramount. 

It is for the recently organized 
Cinelog Corp., concentrating on 
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DERR-SULLIVAN LEAVE 


Finish With Caddo As Associate 
Producers Nov. 20 





Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

After 10 months with Howard 
Hughes as associate producers, E. 
B. Derr and Charles E. Sullivan, 
who came over from the old Pathe 
organization, will leave Caddo pro- 
ductions Nov. 20. No production 
is scheduled at Caddo for three 
months thereafter. 

Duo have not yet set another 
berth. 


FOX-NSS SPLIT; 
WILL MAKE ITS 
OWN TRAILERS 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 
Break between Fox West Coast 
and National Screen Service and the 
reported subsequent establishing of 
a separate trailer making depart- 


ment at FWC, means around a 
$200,000 loss in income to NSS. 
There are 450 FWC houses. It is 
also possible that Fox trailers may 
be made by the Movietone News 
studios in the east. 


Should the latter thought become 
a reality, the trailers will be super- 
vised, and otherwise carried out, by 
the regular Fox advertising and 
publicity division. In this way Fox 
could combine the newsreel and 
trailer departments while providing 
for wide economy thrusts in per- 
sonnel costs and other charges, 

Robert Collier, nead of publicity, 
will hereafter be in charge of Fox 
trailers, which will be minus dialog 
or film clips. 

Mel Riddle pulled from Loew’s 
State p. a. desk to help, with Perry 
Morgan and a third man, to be se- 
lected, aiding. Ali to be made at 
the Sunset Studio. 


FOX CUTS OUT 
READERS DEPT. 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 


One of the early steps in Fox’s 
economy program was the letout 
last week of the studio’s entire 
Yeading staff. Close to a dozen 
readers were given notice, probably 
permanently. 


Directors and associate producers 
will now have to pick their stories 
direct. This was the method usually 
followed before, suggestions by the 
reading department rarely being 
followed. 

















13 in First Group of 
Fox 1 Wk. Vacationists 


Fox-Hearst Newsreel’s first batch 
of one week vacationists commenced 
their layoff Monday (26). There are 
13 in the group, including Dan 
Dougherty, publicity and advertis- 
ing chief. Next week a similar 
number will rest, and so on during 
the winter or until things brighten. 

In the Fox home office five more 
in the publicity department were 
starting permanent vacations, so far 
as the organization is concerned. 





Bunny Bryan in Chi 

Instead of his resignation going 
into effect, Bunny Bryan, Publix 
district publicity-advertising repre- 
sentative for New Jersey and Staten 
island, is transferred to Chicago. 

Bryan, whose N. J. and §. I. terri- 
tory will be handled from the home 
office, will work under Bill Hollander 
for Publix-B.&K. houses. 





Another Week on ‘Hotel’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Vicki Baum will be here another 
week to do additional work on 





.|Metro’s ‘Grand Hotel’. 


New Plan of Central Studio for All 
Foreign Versions—$15,000 Per Film 





Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Several of the major studios makes 
ing synchronized foreign versiong 
are reported to be about set to es. 
tablish one céatral studio where all 
of this work may be done for the 
various companies. It would re. 
lieve the studios of expensive staffg 
and make facilities entirely free for 
domestic production. 

Idea is for the plant to be mutu. 
ally operated and function under an 
arrangement similar to that existing 
between the Associated Press and 
its supporting newspapers, each 
studio paying its proportion of the 
costs. 

The figure tentatively set is $15,< 
000 zor each version. 





Insurance Co’s Sue 
For Paid Claims in 
1929 Cons. Lab Fire 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Consolidated Film Industries, Inc, 
of California, has claims aggregate 
ing $1,569,609: filed against it for 
picture negatives damaged or dee 
stroyed in the Consolidated Lab- 
oratory fire two years ago. 

All but $104,609 is asked in a cone 
solidated claim filed by A. M. Roge- 
ers, Jr., as assignee for four Amer- 
ican insurance companies and a 
group of 18 Lloyds’ underwriters. 
Separate suit is brought by Caddo 
direct. 

Of the $1,465,000 insured value 
sued for, $1,397,415 has been paid 
over to the producers gle premian) 





premiums. Largest single premium 
was $539,616 paid to Metro byt 

Continental InsuranceCo. of N. Y,, 
for sound negatives of ‘Hollywood 
Revue,’ ‘Girl in the Show,’ ‘The-13th 


Chair,’ ‘Untamed,’ ‘The Kiss’ and 
‘Mariana.’ Studio’s valuation on the 
films is $545,000. 


Claims 


Other losses claimed are $295,000 
by Tiffany on ‘Peacock Alley,’ ‘Cir- 
cus Story,’ ‘Zeppelin,’ ‘Troopers 
Three,’ and ‘Kathleen Mavourneen,’ 
on the domestic sound, foreign 
sound, and silent negative of each; 
$95,000 by Tiffany and Gaitsbor- 
ough on ‘Woman to Woman,’ also 
three negatives; $240,000 by Sam 
Goldwyn on ‘Condemned,’ three 
negs. 

One hundred and ten thousand 
by Feature Productions and Joseph 
M. Schenck on sound negs of 
‘Locked Door,’ ‘Tin Pan Alley,’ ‘The 
Champ,’ ‘Play Boy,’ and silent neg 
of ‘Lummox’; $60,000 by Gloria Pro- 
ductions on sound negative of ‘The 
Trespasser’; $80,000 by Radio on 
domestic and foreign negs of ‘Dance 
Hall,” ‘Seven Keys to Baldpate,’ 
‘Love Comes Along’ ‘Hit the Deck, 
sound. neg of ‘Vagabond. Lover, 
foreign sound neg of ‘Jazz Heaven,’ 
and silent neg of ‘Night Parade’; 
$15,000 by Ken Maynard Produc- 
tions for sound and silent negs of 
‘Wilde West Show’ and ‘Lightning 
Legion’; and $25,000 by Tec-Art on 
domestic and foreign of ‘Maid to 
Order.’ 


Annual Film Hit in Milan 


Milan, Oct. 15. 
‘Africa Speaks’ has almost equaled 


the record set up last year by 
‘Sonny Boy.’ It has filled the San 
Carlo for three weeks. 

The Corso and the Reale are both 
showing ‘Tabu’ and the public com- 
ments are flattering. 








2-REELERS’ NEW SOURCE 

The Nick and Tony RKO two- 
reelers switch over to Picture 
Classics for a similar series. i 

Production is at the Ideal studio, 
Fort Lee, N. J., with Max Weisfeldt 
directing and Darby Aaronson 
writing the stories. 





Loan Warburton 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
John Warburton, recently jm 
ported legit player on the Tox list, 
has been loaned to Radio for the 





male lead in ‘Chi Chi and Her 


Papas.’ 
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STUDIOS AWAIT ONSLAUGHT 





Fox Budget Now $225,000 Per Picture, 
First Studio Near Discussed Figure 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Whether or not Fox is taking ad- 
vantage of the studios’ co-operative 
budget truce, to permit reduction of 
film costs as near $200,000 as pos- 


sible, fact has been uncovered, since 


banking reps and Richard Rowland 
left for the east, that Fox cost bud- 
gets have been given a 
slashing until now down to around 
$225,000 a picture. Hence, Fox is 
first to approach the figure pro- 
ducers have been discussing. 

On the first cut at Fox, 
ran to around $275,000 per 
That was around six months ago. 
tefore then it was any figure. Stu- 
dio thought is that the minimum or 
maximum figure, as it may be called, 
is flexible. How flexible can’t be 
stated except that it is indicated 
that Fox in the east is determined 
to adhere rigidly to figure setups as 
made. 

With Rowland on the coast was 
Herman Place, v.p. of Chase Na- 
tional Bank, budget expert. 

The new budget may mean that 
anything planned to cost more than 
$225,000 must first be considered by 
the finance committee before the 
studio can go ahead on such an ef- 
tort 


CLAIM 17,000 
THEATRES OPEN 


second 


budgets 
film. 


Contrary to the general impres- 
Sion that more houses are closed, 
the Hays office claims that about 
10°, more houses are in operation 
than were lighted a year ago this 
time. 

Just 17,000 theatres is the total of 
lighted film theatres in the U. S. 
today. A year ago the figure was 
Officially given as 15,300. Admis- 
sion prices, however, are down as 
much as 50% in spots. 

In normal years the average num- 
ber of picture sites in operation 
throughout the winter is 19,000. In- 
dustry heads see no advantage in 
the ‘blinker system,’ operating only 
for a certain number of days a week 
on the theory of cost and loss in 
prestige. 


MAKING ’EM APPROVE 
AD REELS IN DENVER 


Denver, Oct. 26. 

The Denver theatre (Publix) is 
running ad reels and making pa- 
trons like them. Instead of running 
them merely as ads, house starts 
each one with the caption ‘Know 
Your Denver’. The films are about 
oe plants in town and vicin- 
tv, 

Chamber of Commerce is boost- 
ing the series. Each film runs a 
week and the series is set for sev- 
eral months. About five minutes for 





each installment. 

Bert Henson, publicity director 
of the Denver, is responsible and 
the local dailies, the ‘Post’ and 
‘News,’ want to show pictures of 
their plants, too. 


‘CHILDREN’ HELD UP BY 
N. Y. STATE CENSORS 


New York state censoring board 
*s reported to have withheld its ap- 
Proval of ‘Are These Our Children”, 
a Radio Pictures production di- 
rected by Wesley Ruggles. Radio 
's said to have requested a hearing 
ou the rejection. 


The ‘Children’ film is played by 


mostly young actors, under 20. It 
's reported an expensively made 
talker, 


+ 











| Rati $ Sexte 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Three pictures went in vo work at 
Rad:o this morning (Monday). With 
the trio already in hand at that 
studio, it makes a new simultane- 
ous production record for that lot. 

There is a similar activity at 
Pathe but other studios are about 
normal for this period. 


INDIE OPERATOR 
AFTER FOX NE. 
CHAIN 


Oct. 26. 
Sale of the Fox-Poli chain to an 


New Haven, 


independent operator is imminent 
with negotiations pending. Circuit 


comprises around 19 houses, one be~ 
ing in Freeport, N. Y. Price is 
around $1,000,000 above fox’s actual 
investment in the properties whi 
was around $18,000,000. 

If and when this branch of Fox 
Theatres is turned over Herschel 
Stuart, present operator of the cir- 
cuit, may be sent to the Coast for 
FWC under Oldknow and Arthur. 

Sale of these houses and present 
negotiations for 26 upstate N. Y. 
Fox spots would practically take 
the latter company out of theatre 
operation in the east entirely. Only 
remaining spots will be the Roxy, 
Fox Brooklyn and other deluxe 
houses in Philadelphia and Wash- 
ington, 

Poli circuit was purchased by 
William Fox around three years 
ago with Poli personally guaran- 
teeing the profit for the first three 
years at $1,500,000 annually. This 
part of the negotiations ran out 
around Sept. 1, when Poli handed 
over his last $1,000,000 payment. 


SHEEHAN RESIGNS FROM 
F-WC, EFFECTIVE JAN. 1 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Howard Sheehan, v. p. of Fox 
West Coast, has resigned effective 
Jan. 1. Resignation was tendered 
to Oscar Oldknow. 

Among other changes is_ that 
Harry Arthur formally becomes 
elected to the FWC board and as- 
sumes the title of general manager 
of the circuit under Oldknow. 

In a formal statement, Sheehan, 
commenting on his resignation, in- 
dicated his desire for a two or three 
months rest. He has been with Fox 
since 1919, and the last four with 
FWC in supervisory charge of thea- 
tre expansion. 

Sheehan is a brother of W. R. 
Sheehan, v. p. and general manager 
in charge of production for Fox 
Films. 





Unit Production for Col. 
Includes New Personnel 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Harry Cohn has instituted the 
unit system of production with four 
production associates. These are 
Sam Briskin, J.G. Bachmann, Ralph 
Block and James Kevin McGuiness, 
each handling a company. Last 
three named are new additions, 
Briskin having been long associated 
with Columbia as business man- 
ager. 

System, evolved by Joe Brandt, 
will enable Col to meet release dates 
with certainty. Brandt is delaying 
his eastern return pending his 
brother Al's illness. Latter'’s con- 
dition is very critical. 





Academy Banquet 





; with 
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EAOTERN EXtGo 


COAST GONFABS 


No- 
vember Means Massing of 
Home Office Executives 
at Studios for Cost De- 
cisions — Haven’t Yet 
Reached Budget Minimum 


$200,000 FEATURES 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Academy award banquet Nov. 10 
is reported being used as smoke 
screen for the masé6ing here of home 
office executives whose western mi- 
gration to attend the annual award 
affair is secondary to a general in- 


ter-company confab on_ radical 
economies in picture production. 
Such is the indication and belief 
here. 


With Emmanuel Cohen already on 
the ground at Paramount and Rich- 
ard A. Rowland, having been at Fox, 
the official home office representa- 
tion will be increased with the com- 
ing of H. M. Warner, Harley Clark, 
Adolph Zukor and probably others. 


Mission here will be in only one 
direction, say reports, and that is 
to slash costs. The salary-cutting 
which recently became effective is 
to go further, it is stated, while 
ways and means are to be discussed 
for further savings in all phases of 
production. 

Recent drive to lower negative 
costs is still unsatisfactory to home 
offices, and while Hollywood cua- 
rently thinks it is on economy ra- 
tions those in the driving seats 
know that the word ‘must’ is going 
to mean just that when the clan of 
executives gets here to deliver the 
ultimatum in person. 


Box-Office Status 


Past year of box-office returns 
have shown that so-called specials 
can only bring back what a good 
program film used to bring, while 
only the outstanding pictures of the 
regular run class show signs of 
bringing back the original cost. 

Majority of the recent clicking 
pictures carry an average nut of 
around $400,000, with plenty running 
above that. Adding releasing cost, 
it means these films have to do 
$500,000 to edge out, which isn’t 
easy these days. 

Few of the $200,000 pictures are 
getting anywhere, yet this figure is 
the desired top for all but the 
known naturals. 

More and more Hollywood is cog- 
nizant of the loss of foreign trade 
which, for most studies, meant the 
return of the negative cost and do- 
mestic business the velvet. 

An inkling of the radical produc- 
tion cuts to come was given by B. P. 
Schulberg at the recent Wampas 
dinner. He stated that costs must 
and will come down, but didn’t say 
how, despite questions aimed at him 
on this angle. 


Radio Hires 50 Planes 


For ‘Squadron’ Scenes 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Air sequences for Radio’s ‘Lost 
Squadron’ are being considerably 
augmented, the studio having hired 
50 planes to be used in the picture. 

Original intent was to go easy on 
air thrills in this Richard Dix spe- 
cial. Latest orders from the front 
office, though, indicate a good part 
of the story will take place in the 
air. 

Mines Field, Los Angeles’ munic- 
ipal port, will be used. 


Selig-Ennis Split Work 
Advertising and publicity have 
been divided in Columbia. Al Selig, 
in charge of the dept., has assigned 
himself all advertising copy, with 
Bert Ennis handling the publicity. 
Ennis will double the publicky 
the exploitation he has been 








‘handling. 





‘Placing RKO's Two Coast Studios 
Under Single Group of Heads Will 


Cut Down Pictures and Overhead 


Operatic-Color Shorts 


Los peas Oct. 26 
de Vally, Belgian tenor, 
in association with Harry FE. Ken- 
dall, local business has or- 
ganized Kendall-De Produc- 
tions. Intent is to make six two- 
reel operas in color for release 
through Fducational., ‘Cavalleria 
to be the first. 
ions will employ a chorus 
voices with Elsa Petersen 
in the first production sup- 
ported by local operatic artists. 


Antone 


man, 
Vally 


Rusticanna’ 

Product 
of 69 
starred 


READY TO QUIT, 
SAYS GILBERT, 
AFTER 17 YRS 


London, Oct. 26. 
John Gilbert says he is going 
back to Hollywood to make the two 
final pictures on his Metro con- 
tract, after which he'll be washed 
up on the screen. He knows those 


two pictures will be lemons, says 
Gilbert, explaining that as always 
being true when a star’s option is 


not to be renewed, 

It doesn’t worry him, Gilbert 
added. He doesn't care because he 
will probably never make pictures 
again anyway. 

Gilbert's attitude seems to be that 
after 17 years in pictures he has 
collected his and is willing to let 
somebody else get theirs. 


Selznick Splits Costs 
With Radio on Pictures 


RKO and David O. Selznick have 
so far progressed in their picture 
making negotiations that the under- 
standing is, from the report, Selz- 
nick will provide one half the pro- 
duction cost for the pictures made 
by him for Radio. RKO will furn- 
ish the other half. 

A maximum production cost is re- 
ported having been agreed upon of 








$300,000, but it is not stated how 
many pictures Selznick may make 
for Radio within a year. 

Lewis Milestone may yet make 
pictures for Radio, it is said, as a 
unit producer, much in the same 
style Selznick will produce his 


Radio features. Milestone withdrew 
from the Selznick association, but is 
understood to have been since 
propositioned as to whether he 
would produce’ individually for 
Radio. At present Milestone is with 
but not attached to Howard Hughes. 


Two Lens Improvements 


Claimed by Coast Men 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Perfection of a new camera lens 
which automatically keeps in focus 
at all times, even in travel shots, is 
claimed by Dr. L. M. Dittrich, who 
has his ideas patented and is about 
to present his lens to the studios. 
Lens is in four elements, with one 
moving automatically and timed to 
the running of the film across the 
shutter. Dietrich claims that what- 
ever is in front of the camera is 
always in focus with this lens, and 
that background fuzziness can thus 
be eliminated. 
Another lens development is 
claimed by Lloyd Knechtel of Ra- 
dio’s studio staff, who has perfected 











Hollywood, Oct. 26 
In the proposed consolidation of 
the RKO Radio Pictures and Pathe 


studios, one studio will remain with 
a single group of heads operating. 
With one set of exchanges and 
forces, the cuts will greatly reduce 
the overhead while holding down 
the combined output to around 40 
features a year. At present Radio 


is making 36, and Pathe 24 features. 

Operating heads are reported as 
Lee Marcus in charge in New York; 
I. Schnitzer, in business charge 
at the studio; Ned Depinet as gen. 
mgr., and Charles Rogers in 
general charge of production. This 
is the present RKO-Pathe official 
lineup, excepting Schnitzer, who is 
president of Radio Pictures. Marcus 
is president of Pathe. 

William LeBaron, in charge of 
production at Radio Pictures, is to 
become a unit producer for the new 
studio, probably taking care of five 
pictures per year. Charles Rosen- 
zweig, now gen. sales mer. for 
tadio Pictures, if remaining with 
the new combination, is listed as as- 
sistant to Depinet. 

On picture producing 
system may be more 
employed than it has 
Radio or Pathe. 
the combined 


Jos. 


sales 


the unit 
extensively 
been at either 

All of the stars of 
companies may be 
scheduled to make three or four 
pictures, each, each season. 

In the movement the Pathe studio 
lot is expected to become the studio 
for the non-theatrical pictures of 
Radio Corporation, through its sub- 
sidiary, RCA Photophone. The non- 
theatrical product will be for 
churches, eo etc, 





————— 


‘Homicide’ Sans 
Censor Permit 


At Palace, Chi 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

For the first time in the history 
of local picture business, a film is 
playing without a permit. Henry 
Herbel, of Universal, sent ‘Homicide 
Squad’ into the Palace last week in 
spite of the censor board’s refusal 
to okay. 

However, Herbel has a letter from 
the commissioner of police stating 
that his department had reviewed 
the picture and had found nothing 
to prohibit it from being screened. 


WM. FOX SUING ON HIS 
TRI-ERGON PATENTS 


A new patent outbreak soon to be 
in the talker field reported propelled 
by William Fox. The former film 
president will endeavor to establish 
the status of his Tri-Ergon patents 
in a series of federal suits against 
various producing companies. No- 





tices of probable alleged infringe- 
ment of the Tri-Frgon patents are 
understood already to have been 


forwarded to the film companies by 
William Fox reps. 

The Tri-Ergon patents are of Eu- 
ropean origin with the American 
rights exclusively owned by William 
Fox, personally. They include three 
major patent claims and around 11 
minor claims. The major patents 
involved include the glow light, fly 
wheel and one recently granted 
that pertains to the system of 
photographing sound and pictures 
separately, and the subsequent 
superimposing of same simultane- 
ously on film without disparage- 
ment of sound or picture quality. 

The latter is said to be among the 


ti 








a multiple lens system capable of | 
photographing the same 
times on each film frame 


most important of the Tri-Ergon 


imawe 172 
| patents owned by William For. 
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Visual Education 


By Tom Waller 





(Eighth of the series of articles 
on moving pictures in the class 
room.) 

Some day when Washington in- 
augurates a Federal Department of 
Education and WU. S. schools can 
pattern their curriculae after that 
enforced in Russia, the visual 
education field will eclipse show 
business as a@ money maker and a 
medium of projection. 

That describes the industry’s at- 
titude toward the class room right 
today. Within a week interests 
which were enthusiastic and cer- 
tain, now are pessimistic and re- 
trenching away from the class film. 
With the exception of Fox, and only 
one man in that organization, Har- 
ley Clark, is admitted to retain en- 
thusiasm, the floor has literally 
dropped out of filmdom’s pedagogi- 
eal ambitions, 

On excellent authorities, although 
electric spokesmen evade the issue, 
Western Electric has washed up its 
entire visual department. Reports 
are that over 200 men, professors 
and all, have been given the ticket 
and that today they are represented 
by a lone seven on a former pay- 
roll estimated to run well over $1,- 
000,000. Salesmen are being kept 
away from the schoolhouses. West- 
ern is standing pat. If the educat- 
ers want to buy WE will supply 
them with the equipment on for- 
mal terms. 

Radio Corporation’s Photophone 
is looking at the educational field 
from the equipment angle, also. 
It is willing to issue _ licenses 
to any and all, inside or out, who 
would take a fling at classroom 
production. Terms are modified, 
RCA being satisfied with $100 to 
Western’s insistence for $500, but 
with the codicil that if the pro- 
ducer tries to work the subject in 
and out of the school he will pay 
the extra $400 just as soon as it is 
projected before a paying audience. 

Shy on Surveys 

Photophone, unlike western, hasn’t 
Made a complete survey of the 
school field; at least it admits of 
not having made one. Fox, alike, 
hasn't completed a survey. It has no 
detinite plan as to how or when it 
will sell. That was the version last 
week, with the promise that some- 
time next month men out in the 
field may come in with an idea of 
distribution. Foxites seem weary 
of the whole thing. 

In this one respect, Western has 
covered more ground than all of 
the other companies. Like Photo- 
phone it now heralds itself as not 
a producer and that it produced the 
present 60 subjects mainly to 
demonstrate the machine. Fox now 
is using some of its subjects to 
demonstrate its own apparatus. 
and RCA is using some material 
made by General to show how its 
machine will work. 

Therein, students -of the visual 
field declare, is one important con- 
tribution to the politics, ramifica- 
tions, and complexities confronting 
the industry in its attempts to con- 
quer the classroom. 

To produce just enough pictures 
to sell equipment will never scratch 
a field which already has been 
searred with experiences in the 
silent days when a lot of projectors 
had nothing to feed on. 

A general formula for the in- 
dustry will have to be worked out. 
There is none today. Standardized 
production methods and unity in 
distribution are required. 

To all intents and purposes Fox 
is continuing and will use the 
Photophone system for recording 
from now on although up to Satur- 
day last no contract had been en- 
tered into with RCA, 

Fox so far has had a few morn- 
ing demonstrations in theatres in 
outlying cities to which educators 
have been invited. Fox, however, 
is counting upon the women’s clubs 
and parent teachers associations to 
be the buyers for schools. Fox also 
is hopeful that in some places a 
leading citizen will make the pur- 
ehase so that his name may go 
down as the lamp of learning to the 
locality’s posterity. 

In other electric directions there 
is a feeling that the industry should 
subsidize itself, educationally speak- 
ing, to a group composed of out- 
standing educators, philanthropists 
and big names in other industries. 
These in turn could function as a 
Life Extension Institute under such 
a title as The American Association 
of Education. They, then, would be 
charged with the dictating of the 
number of subjects that should be 
produced. They, as well, would be 
responsible for the outlet and pave 
the way for equipment installations. 

All a fine idea, even though com- 
ing from a high executive in electric 
circles, but not yet in the confer- 
ence ha}l, aside from bearing signa- 
tures, 

Not at This Time 

Other executives who have closely 

followed visua) education through 


| 


previous of its cycles in the silent 
days believe that some outside let- 
terhead of this kind should come 
into being. Right now, they admit, 
there is a group of educators who 
will undertake the job if the in+ 
dustry will follow directions. The 


note to the entire visual education 
field as it now registers with the 
industry, is that the industry as a 
whole will not consider a field that 
affords so many hazards and un- 
certainties at a time hike the pres- 
ent when every available dollar is 
needed to sustain the professional 
picture box office. 

The outside organization idea is 
an old one. In the last silent at- 
tempt on the school, Hays members 
voted to turn the job of producing 
over to George Eastman. Eastman 
in turn appropriated $1,000,000 and, 
with no thought to the sale of 
equipment which is featuring in the 
first talker cycle, concentrated on 
the production of pedagogical sub- 
jects. He was half way through his 
program when sound grasped the 
industry. But, today most of the 
Eastman output is being shown in 
schools that went heavily for silent 
projection machines in the belief 
that the industry would deliver the 
material. 


Anti-Trust Suit in 
Nebraska Snagged 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Anti-trust suit of $3,500,000 started 
by Nick Paper, Lincoln, Nebr., ex- 
hibitor, naming 11 picture pro- 
ducers and exchanges, failed to get 
a hearing: in Federal Judge 
Munger’s court. Litigation was 
held over when the court ruled that 
the bill of complaint was erroneous- 
ly set up and that Paper failed to 
state how he had met his part of 
the contract he alleges were broken 
by the defendants, 

Paper, who formerly operated the 
Capitol and Sun theatres in Lincoln, 
claims he was thrown out of busi- 
ness when he was locked out on 
product. Controversy started over 
a $7,506 claim of Universal. If 
Paper’s attorneys amend the bill 
then the defendants will have to 
reply by Dec. 15. 

Named are Metro-Goldwyn-May- 
er, Universal, First National Ex- 
changes and Pictures, United Ar- 
tists, Pathe Exchanges, F. B. O., 
Omaha Film Board and Motion 
Picture Producers and Distributors 
of America. L 











answer right now, which is the key- | 


Ist Runs on Broadway 





(Subject to Change) 
Week Oct. 30 


Paramou.t—Girls About 
Town’ (Par). 

Roxy—'Yellow Ticket’ (Fox). 

Capitol — ‘Sin of Madelon 
Claudet’ (Metro). 

Rivoli— ‘Monkey Business’ 
(Par) (4th week). 

Strand — ‘Platinum Blonde’ 
(Col). 

Mayfair—‘Consolation Mar- 
riage (Radio). 

Winter Garden—‘Five Star 
Final’ (WB) (8th week). 


Hollywood — ‘Mad Genius’ 
(WB) (2nd week). 

Rialto — ‘Unholy Garden’ 
(UA) (28). 

Warner's — ‘Fannie Foley 


Herself’ (Radio) (2nd week). 
Broadway—‘The Tipoff’ 
(Pathe) (2nd week). 





Week Nov. 6 


Paramount—‘Once a Lady’ 
(Par). 

Roxy—‘Yellew Ticket’ (Fox) 
(2nd week). 

Capitol — ‘Sin of Madelon 
Claudet’ (Metro) (2nd week). 

Rivoli — ‘Monkey Business’ 
(Par) (5th week). 

Strand—‘Expensive Women’ 
(WB). 

Mayfair—Consolation Mar- 
rlage’ (Radio) (2nd week). 

Winter Garden—‘Five Star 
Final’ (WB) (9th week). 

Hollywood — ‘Mad Genius’ 
(WB) (3rd week). 





Rialto—‘Unholy Garden’ 
(UA) (2nd week). 
$2 Pictures 
‘The Guardsman’ (Metro) 


(Astor) (8th week). 





Foreign Films 


‘Lindenwirtin. vom Rhein’ 
(Superfilm) (German) (Eu- 
ropa) (6th week). 

‘Rafle du Soir (French) 
(Osso) (Little Carnegie) (3rd 
week). 

‘Floetenconcert vom Sans- 

souci’ (Ufa) (German) (Cos- 
mopolitan) (3rd. week). 
a ‘Eine Freundin so Goldig 
Wie Du’ (Ondra-Lamac) (Ger- 
man) (Tobis-Vanderbilt) (2nd 
week). 

‘Terra Madre’ (Pittaluga) 
(Italian) (Cameo) (30). 

‘Speckled Hen’ (British) 
(Warner’s) (6). 




















Picture Possibilities 








and morbid character. 


‘THE GUEST ROOW’ 


others. Three acts of it. 


‘THE CAMELS ARE COMING’ 


to make a picture, 


‘LEFT BANK’ 
switch. 


and atmosphere, 





it would have to be funnier than the play. 


sophisticated language and Paris local color. 
to be handled very carefully not to become dull routine story and if 
so handled would reach only a small public, 


_ *Two Seconds’—Unfavorable 
‘TWO SECONDS’ (Drama-Lande and Stephens—Ritz). 
Drama of a dissolute dancehall girl and barred for films by its sordid 


Rush. 





‘Lean Harvest’—Favorable 
‘LEAN HARVEST (Comedy-drama, MacGowan and Reed, Forrest). 
An English play which should do, although the theme is not new. 
Film rights may be controlled in London where play was first done. 


Ibee. 





‘The Guest Room’—Unfavorable 

(Comedy, Carol Sax, Biltmore). 
maiden aunt who pesters at least one relative to death and starts on 
Maybe there is something for a short but 


Ibee. 





‘The Camels Are Coming’—Unfavorable 

(Comedy—Don Mullally—President). 
Some amusing ideas here about the writing of a play and the troubles 
caused by an angel, but too Broadwayish in spirit and subject matter 


Kau}. 





‘Left Bank’—Doubtful 
(Comedy drama—Elmer Rice—Little). 
Only thing that makes this a good play possibility Is the 
Put on film it would have 


Kauf. 





‘Divorce Me, Dear’—Favorable 
‘DIVORCE ME, DEAR’ (Farce—Sidney Bidell—Avon). 
couple decide to get divorce merely because they understand each other 
too well and finish each other’s thoughts and sentences. 
through only to make room for remarriage. 
to make good story for a light comedy actress, 


Amusing situations. 
KEauf. 





‘Enemy Within’—Unfavorable 
‘ENEMY WITHIN’ (Melodrama, Roy Walling, Hudson). 
Rather woolly gangster—too much so, 


Ibee. 





‘The House of Connelly’—Favorable 
‘THE HOUSE OF CONNELLY’ (Drama, Group Theatre, Martin Beck). 
Play of the South, serious in intent, 


Ibee. 





Cat and Fiddle—Favorable 
‘THE CAT AND THE FIDDLE’ (Max Gordon; Operetta; Globe).—Kern 
music show's striking hit currently will become too familiar likely on 


radio and discs, though musical talkers do return. 
Otherwise a dandy musica] talker for a couple of film juve fava, 


Story of a 


Two couples 


Better strata 


Divoree goes 
Ought 


Plenty of opportunities for color 
Good acting possibilities, 


——= 


Hollywood 





Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, Printed 
each Saturday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


weekly “Variety.” 


The Bulletin docs not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary, 


department. 





W. B. Builds Talent 
Warner-FN player list is being 
rebuilt. Four just added are Andre 
Luguet (due Novy. 15 from Paris), 
Guy Kibbe, Ralf Harolde and John 
Wray. Latter’s contract calls for 

acting, writing and directing. 





Edison Picture 
Universal is considering a picture 
based on the life of Edison. James 
Whale’s idea for his own direction. 





U Cold on Brown 

Rowland Brown, one picture (at 
Fox) director, apparently won't cut 
the second notch on his meg at Uni- 
versal He and the studio can’t 
agree on the same story. Hays office 
sniffed at. his’ ‘Gallows,’ and he 
sniffed at an anti-soviet yarn, 
‘Ural.’ 





Col. Drops Wayne 
John Wayne again a freelance, 
Columbia unoptioning him after, two 
pictures. The football-cowboy, who 
got his start in Fox’s ‘Big Trail,’ 
will do series of indie westerns. 


Atwill West 

Lionel Atwill arrived by plane to 
replace A. E. Anson, ill, in Belasco 
& Curran’s legit production of ‘The 
Silent Witness.’ Leo Morrison, 
agent, has been trying to pry At- 
will from the east for years, which 
means there’ll be a picture try. 


White for Vaude 
Marjorie White, pictures, offered 
for vaude at $1,500. 











Announcer’s §&. A. 
Lindsey McHarrie, KHJ_ an- 
nouncer, cast for ‘a voice with sex 
appeal,’ at Paramount. They liked 
his looks so well they’ll use him in 

‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow.’ 





Shipman Roach Mgr. 

Benjamin W. Shipman replaces 
Warren Doane as general manager 
of Roach studios, continued also as 
legal advisor and biz manager. New 
production system starting has two 
directors assigned to each unit, one 
preparing while the other’s shoot- 
ing. 





Biltmore’s Floor Show 
Biltmore hotel has a building per- 
mit for a new cabaret room. Around 
Dec. 1 will open a floor show, sup- 
ported by Jess Stafford’s band. Ca- 
pacity will be 1,200. 





Lola Lane’s Gesture 

To avoid further family finance 
troubles, Lola Lane went into bank- 
ruptcy after Lyons & Lyons at- 
tached $962 of the salary of Lew 
Ayres, her husband, on a judgment 
against her. She lists $4,470 lia- 
bilities and $1,836 assets. 





Charles Miller, L. A. Equity rep., 
contacting northwest legit com- 
panies. 


Academy Expects 2,000 

Anticipating 2,000 members at- 
tending the Academy awards din- 
ner, Biltmore hotel, instead of the 
Ambassador, will be the scene. Last 
vear 1,200 were served at the lat- 
ter, which cannot accommodate 
more. 








‘Women’ for Harding 
Adaptation of Ursula Parrott’s 
‘Women Need Love,’ for Ann Hard- 
ing following current ‘Prestige’ at 
a being made by Bradley 
ng. 





Skeets Gallagher up for a Metro 
contract as result of work in ‘Pos- 
sessed.’ 


Rogers’ Film Switches 
Fox switched release of the next 
Will Rogers’ picture, sending ‘Am- 
bassador Bill’ out before ‘Pluto- 
crat’ because of latter’s similarity to 
‘Young As You Feel.’ 





After leave of absence in New 
York where he sold Arthur Hopkins 
his play, ‘Last Mask,’ Edward Jus- 
tis Mayer is back on the Metro lot. 





Hollywood Broadcast Features, 
producing the Gleason-Armstrong 
transcriptions, is now sole property 
of Harry T. Cavan, with Don For- 
ker, former pres., dropping out. 





Legit Cast Jumps 

Mexine Bliss, Dot Fern, Midgie 
Mack, choristers, and Jack Holland 
and June Knight, dance team, out 
of ‘Nine o’Clock Revue,’ opening 
Oct. 31 at the Majestic. Holland 
and Knight joined ‘Girl Crazy’ at 
the Biltmore on late notice, as did 
Wynn Hammer, stage pianist. 





Burkhart Writing 
After three months’ leave of ab- 
sence in Europe, Robert Burkhart, 
Fox p. a., returns to join that stu- 
dio’s scenario dept, 





W. A. Rothschild producing se- 





ries of two reelers based on old 


time songs at Mack Sennett studio, 
for indie release. 


Devine’s Mother 1}! 
Because of his mother’s serious 
iliness, Andy Devine flew to De. 
troit, Oct. 22. Returns for Uni. 

versal’s ‘Impatient Maiden.’ 





Musicalizing ‘Quarantine’ 

In place of the shelved ‘School 
for Swecthearts,’ Gertrude Purcej] 
and Arthur Sheekman are prepar- 
ing musical comedy adaptation. of 
the play ‘Quarantine,’ retitled 
‘Bridal Suite,’ at Paramount, 





U and Tully 
Universal considering having Jim 
Tully do a roughneck story. Still 
in the dicker state. 
Schayer Tames ‘Maiden’ 
Impatient Maiden,’ which 16 
writers tried to tame, is okayed for 
Universal production, James Whale 
to meg. The lith and winning 
treatment was Dick Shayer’s. 





Stah! on Salary 
With ‘Back Street’ John Stah) 
winds up his picture-per-year con- 
tract with Universal and takes a. 
year on salary. 





‘Prestige’ in Fla. 

Ten days location in Florida for 
RKO-Pathe’s ‘Prestige’ company 
when it starts the middle of next 
month. Studio will spend 35 pg’s on 
the trip. 





‘Chi Chi’ at Radio 

Max Steiner, head of Radio music 
dept., translated ‘Chi Chi and Her 
Papas,’ German play which will 
be Lily Damita’s next at Radio. Also 
wrote three songs for the produc- 
tion. Hugh Herbert in cast, with 
Richard Boleslavsky directing and 
Humphrey Pearson dialoging. F 





Schnitzer East . 
Joseph I. Schnitzer left Oct. 22 
for N. Y. for four weeks. Will get 
distribs’ reaction to an original 
operetta in color. wnt 
Roach Drops Parsons 
After five weeks in the Roach 
studio publicity office, Harriet Par- 
sons, daughter of Louella, bas left. 





Delayed a week because Roscoe 
Ates was on loan to Fox, ‘Ladies of 
the Jury,’ starrer for Edna May 
Oliver, started Oct. 26 at Radio. 





LeMaire’s Suit 
Suit of Rufus LeMaire, former 
agent and current Warner caster, 
against Nacio Herb Brown, song- 
writer, for $10,400 as 10% of 
Brown’s $104,000 contract for two 
years with Radio Music, opened 
Oct. 23. Brown’s defense is that 
he hired LeMaire to negotiate stue 
dio or Broadway production cone 

tracts, not music pub ties. 





Bennett’s Round Trip 
Joan Bennett left Saturday on._the 
President Hoover for New York 
She will remain there one week, 
returning on the Virginia, which 
leaves N. Y. Nov. 11. 





Tom Mix landed here Friday 
after closing with Sells-Floto at 
Peru, Ind. He starts his first ‘for 
Universal Nov. 2. 





Cagney’s Route 
James Cagney left Monday for 
four weeks’ personals in Warner 
houses, opening at Milwaukee Oct. 
30. One week in Philadelphia: and 
two in New York to follow. 
Par Duo-Version 
Simultaneous domestic and French 
production on Chevalicr’s ‘One 
Hour With You’ is off with Para- 
mount, but the concurrent system 
is in mind for the Frenchman’s 
second, ‘Grand Duchess and _ the 
Waiter.’ 








‘Crazy’s’ Nights 
‘Girl Crazy’ (legit) winding uD 
locally Saturday (31) at the Bilt- 
more, after two weeks, will go one- 
nighting through Arizona, NeW 
Mex., Texas and Colorado. 





Latta Sentence Stands 


Syracuse, Oct. 26. 

Garland B. Latta, former Syrae 
cuse theatre angel, at one time in- 
terested in three local houses—Em- 
pire, Syracuse and Brighton—was 
denied a writ of habeas corpus res 
leasing him from Attica State prison 
by Judge Adler in U. S. District 
court at Buffalo, 

His counsel contended Latta was 


denied his constitutional rissts 
when he was tried in the State 
courts here and convicted eo! erand 
larceny in connection with a stock 
deal. Latta is serving a two-'o 





four year term, 
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Cost Allied $100,000 to Get 207, 


Cut—and Still Two Operators 





Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Now that the smoke of battle in 
the operators-Allied warfare has 
blown over both sides are taking 
inventory before deciding the win- 
ner. Conservative estimate of what 
it cost the Allied bunch to fight the 
operators’ union is placed at over 
$100,000 in cash, besides losses sus- 
tained in 10 weeks at the box office. 

It tapped the union plenty, too, 
but not nearly as much with that 
organization better fortified to stand 
the gaff besides. After the first 
few weeks of the fight the general 
result was predicted. Standing pat 
on the two man rule the operators 
gtill won that most important point 
in the battle. By granting approxi- 
mately 40 Allied houses the privi- 
lege of replacing one booth man 
with the owner, or manager, the 
union retains its jurisdiction as the 
gecond man will have to be a li- 
censed operator and a union permit 
man with all that goes with it. 

Non-Belligerents 


Principal] beneficiaries of the war 
are the outside exhibitors, includ- 


ing RKO, Publix, Warners, Fox, 
Essaness, et al., who were never 
concerned in the controversy. But 


it was the last minute intervention 
of Publix, after a number of its 
houses were stench bombed, that 
helped bring about this early settle- 
ment. Pressure brought to bear on 
the city administration was _ too 
atrong to be ignored. 

Settlement was a blanket one tak- 
fing in every theatre in Chicago. 
Terms granted by the union are for 
a period of 14 months, up to Jan- 
uary, 1933, and provides for a gen- 
eral cut of 20% in all houses out- 
side of those affected by the two- 
man rule. In the final analysis 
the operators took the bull by the 


stone. By effecting the settlement 
now it will eliminate the expected 
controversy next January when new 
contracts were to have come up for 
a hearing anyway. 

In considering those concessions 
granted and terms accepted by the 
operators, union officials took cog- 
nizance of general prevailing condi- 
tions. Now thet the whole thing 
has passed consensus of opinion is 
that the Allied faction could have 
had most of what it won without 
battling. 


With the union operators going 
back to their old jobs this week 
the out of town men have cleared 
out. All but a few are still linger- 
ing, waiting to be paid off so they 
can take the next train home. 


List of the approximate 40 Allied 
houses affected by the two-man 


of the operators’ union. Complete 
and official list will not be known 
for another week. 





Union Frowns Upon 
Member’s New Device 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Operators’ union here will not 
sanction the promotion and instal- 
lation of a new sound fader device 
invented by Larry Strong, one of 
its members employed at the State- 
Lake. Strong’s apparatus is a re- 
mote control machine that may be 
installed in a convenient spot in a 
theatre away from the projection 
booth and could be operated by the 
tial or usher in simple fash- 
on. 

Both Western Electric and RCA 
are interested in the invention and 
are dickering for it on a royalty 
basis. Meanwhile, Strong has ob- 
tained permission from RCA to in- 
Stall his brain child in several out 
of town RKO houses to test its 
feasibility, 

Local union claims Strong is un- 
der its jurisdiction and will not al- 
low him to go ahead unless one of 
the eleciric companies makes an 
Outright deal and doeseits own in- 
Stallation. After that the union 
will insist on the device being oper- 
ated by its own men. 


Chamberlain for Moss 











Milton Chamberlain is the new} 
Pp. a. for Moss’ Broadway. 

Chamberlain is succeeded in his 
Leo Brecher post by Martha Wil- 
chinski for the Little Carnegie and 
Plaza theatres 


Home Office Humor 





Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Exchange managers for Co- 
lumbia last week received a 
box of Epsom salts with the 
box sporting a _ typewritten 
note reading: 
‘Listen, Mr. 
what it 





, if this is 


takes to move our 
Short Features, then FOR 
THE LUVVA MIKE swallow 
the whole darn boxful.’ 
(Signed) LOU METZGER. 
Metzger is general _ sales 
manager for Columbia Pic- 
tures. 











16MM. SOUND 
TRACK BY RCA 


RCA has perfected a sound track 
that will operate on 16mm. It will 
market by January. While the cost 
has not been officially set, it is esti- 
mated that this projector will re- 
tail for around $400. 

Photophone men say the diminu- 
tive sound track has been produced 
by the elimination of one set of 
sprocket holes. There is also an- 
other story. This is that Dr. Eldred. 
inventor, recently sold to RCA a 
patent having to do with small film 
sound tracks, and that it is the Eld- 
red system Photophone will use for 
the miniature recording. 








Want Unemployed to Sell 
Tickets for Own Benefits 


Minneapolis, Oct. 26. 

Suggestion of Morgan Ames, RKO 
division manager, that the unem- 
ployed themselves be recruited to 
sell tickets for benefit performances 
to be given for their relief here 
week of Nov. 18 is under local com- 
mittee consideration. 

It is pointed out that the big 
problem will be to get paying cus- 





tomers for the midnight perform- 


ances, matinees, etc. If the unem- 
ployed will peddle the tickets it 
would help overcome a difficult ob- 
stacle, according to the theatre 
men. 





Canavan’s Reception 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Flowers and bands for William F. 
Canavan, international president of 
the IATSE, on his first visit here in 
two years. Conference with Pat 
Casey on studio labor in line this 
week, 

Canavan is on his way back from 
the AFL convention and will be here 
about two weeks. Edward Canavan 
(Musicians’ Local 802, N. Y.), and 
Joseph Weber, with their wives, 
also looking the town over. 








J. J. Sullivan in Town on 
Protection Angles for Fox 


J. J. Sullivan, head of film buying 
for all Fox theatres, arrived in New 
York from the Coast Monday (26). 

Will stay around two or three 
weeks to work out film protection 
angles with prospective purchasers 
of certain Fox eastern houses. 





All Houses Open 


Spokane, Oct. 26. 

All houses will be lighted Nov. 6 
when the Egyptain (films) reopens 
as a grind. Lew Keeler, formerly 
publicity director of the Spokane 
Theatres, Inc., in charge. 

First time in nearly two years 
that all local theatres will be in 
operation. 





WB DROPS LUSTIG 
Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 
After seven years as division 
manager and exchange manager for 
Warner Bros, here, Harry Lustig 
has been dropped. 
Jack Brower, former First Na- 


lately in charge of the WB 
change, Seattle, succeeds him. 


' 


Woods, Chi, Folds | 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Woods theatre, loop run film spot, 
closes tomorrow (27). House has 
been splashing badly in the mud 
since its reopening late last August. 
Last week the theatre went double 
feature on an experiment, but dis- 
covered that the twin bill. helped a 








first run spot not at all. Columbia 
and Tiffany were contracted for first 
runs at the house. 

Understood that Columbia in the 
east has agreed to terminate the 
deal completely, and is ready to ne- 
gotiate with Publix-B. & K. here to 
take the additional product. 


U. A. Field Force 
In 11 Divisions 
For Income Drive 


United Artists is lending condi- 
tional direct local exploitation as- 
sistance through its field forces to 
some of its flat rental customers. 
The field force, with the U. S. and 
Canada _ split into 11 |= divisions, 
marks the most extensive: move | 
ever made to step up percentage | 
returns. 

The condition in the straight | 
rental accounts is the ‘spare time’ 
of the division men. 

Finally organized, the S. A. divi- | 
sions rate their cities as A, B and 
C. The A cities must get the per- 
sonal attention of the branch ex- 
ploitation representative, the B 
points get either the attention of 
the division manager or a spot man 
assigned to cover the engagement 
and the C towns, if neither of these 
men are able to cover the date, get 
the film salesman from the local 
exchange. 

An extra division (11) takes in all 
of Canada without A, B and C rat- 
ing, cities being Toronto, Montreal, 
Calgary, Winnipeg, Vancouver, Vic- 
toria, Ottowa, Hamilton, Quebec 
and London. 

Entire servicing force is directed 
from the home office with Monroe 
Greenthal handling assignments 
under the supervision of Hal Horne. 


NAVY ORDERS 300 
RCA INSTALLATIONS 


Because it underbid Western 
Electric by 25%, RCA Photophone 
sold 300 sound projection equip- 
ments to the U. S. Navy. The first 
30 installations have been made and 
rush production is underway in the 
Photophone factories on the others. 

The rival equipment companies 
were never put through a longer 
series of tests than that applied by 
the Navy. For almost a year the U. 
S..S., Texas had aboard a device 
from each firm. The contract was 
not awarded, however, until Photo- 
phone went under its list price for 
the same material to theatres. 


Alperson Promoted 


Ed Alperson has been made gen- 
eral sales manager for Warners- 
First National and took over his 
new post yesterday (Monday) in 
the New York office. It’s a new title 
and position within the Warner 
fold, appointment having been made 
by Sam E. Morris, general manager 
for WB. 

Alperson moves up 
tant general manager 
under Dan Michalove, 
time was an exchange 
field. 














from assis- 
of theatres, 
and at one 
man in the 





Mayer Returns to Coast 


Louis B. Mayer left New York 
yesterday (26) for Hollywood via 
Washington. Today at the White 
House he has a luncheon engage- 
ment with the President. 





Tonight Mayer leaves the capitol 
|for Chicago and then on to the 


| coast, 


Burt Kelly in Charge 


Burt Kelly, brought into Educa- 
tional as assistant to the president, 
is to be the permanent Tiffany pro- 
ducer in charge of the Tiff factory 
in Hollywood. 


UA’S NEW MEMBER 
United Artist’s exploitation staff 
in New York has been increased by 
the addition of Biil Erskine. His | 
official post will be that of contact 
man with national advertisers on 











tional exchange manager here, and | tie-ups. 


ex- | 


Erskine comes to U. A. from the | 
mercantile business. 





Roxys Name May 


Be Transported to 


Radio City—Ivy Lee In on Publicity 





Stuck 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 


Max Steiner, music head at 
Radio studio, wrote a song 
some time ago for Harms and 
recently got a letter from the 
firm stating: ‘Enclosed find 
your royalty for the year.’ 
Steiner failed to find any 


check in the envelope 

Thinking the stenog had for- 
got to enclose it, he began to 
write an answer when he dis- 
covered the royalty—six 2- 
cent stamps stuck to the back 
of the letter. 


3 DAYS PAY 
CLIP BRINGS 
PROTEST 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Individual assessments against 
the salaries of local film people for 
contributions to the Gov. Emmer- 
son’s Unemployment Relief Fund 
will be appreciably larger than 
originally believed. Already local 
film business is starting to grumble. 

It was originally intended to assess 
each film employee one day’s pay 
for the six month period, but it now 
turns out that in order to reach th2 
quota three days’ salaries will be 
required. 

Many exchange managers ajc 
openly stating that the sum is too 
high to expect from their workers 
and state that they will not even 
bring up the subject to the em- 
ployees. As figured now, one day’s 
pay will be assessed for the first 
three months, November, December, 
and January. 

Quota named for Chicago film busi- 
ness, which takes in exhibitors and 
exchanges, totals $60,000 to be paid 
into the relief fund within a six 
months’ period, with film execs on 
the board having promised to de- 
liver the sum within half the al- 
lotted time. 


$500 Reel Royalty 
Will Govern Future 
Of Score Charges 


Score charges will endure as long 
as the electric firms impose a $500 
per reel royalty. That is the stand 
being taken by film spokesmen, 

At first, when disc producing pre- 
dominated, it was the popular im- 
pression that exhibs were being 
taxed for the extra weight of carry- 
ing sound. With sound virtually 
100% on film now, and with score 
charges as heavy as ever, it has 
been pointed out that the exhibs are 
paying the royalty imposed upon 
the producers by the electrics. The 
buck is being passed and rightly 
so in the opinion of the more frank 
distributors. These advise the growl- 
ing exhibs to go to the equipment 
manufacturers and there make their 
complaint. 

The cost of each reel is now not 
just $20, as it was in the silent 
days, but $520. 

















Bimberg as Producer 


Eastern remake of ‘Circumstantial 
Evidence, made as a silent in 1929, 
is being lined up by A. J. Bimberg, 
former theatre owner. Film will be 
retitled ‘The Woman Under Oath.’ 

Florence Reed starred in the orig- 
inal, 








CONSOL. GETS PATHE LAB 

With the concentration of all! 
printing of film for RKO and sub-| 
sidiary companies in Consolidated | 
Laboratories, the“ old Jersey City 
lab, where Pathe News has been | 
handled, goes over to control of | 
Consolidated instead of to Eastman, 
as reported. 

Contract between RKO and Con- 


| solidated throws out the envisaged 


combined labs figured for Holly wood 
by RKO to shoulder the printing of 
Radio and RKO-Pathe product. 


| the 


Either the tentatively called In- 
ternational Music Hall or the. un- 
named straight picture house in the 


Radio City development may take 
ihe name of the Roxy. If so, that 
title goes off the present Roxy, con- 
trolled by Fox, and under a reported 
agreement between Fox and. S. L. 
Rothafel (Roxy) to be supplanted 
anyway before long. 

Decision on whether the Roxy 
name will go up on one of the two 
houses in the big three block proj- 
ect will be reached shortly, it is 
said. At the same time an official 
designation will be found for the 


entire development, referred to up 
to now as Radio City or Rockefeller 
Center. It is possible that Radio 
City will become the official name. 


Ivy Lee, Consultant 


Merle Crowell, former editor of 
‘American Magazine,’ is currently in 
charge of all publicity on the Radio 


City thing. He will avoid an official 
title until the center is ready for 
operation but in effect will be direc- 
tor of public relations. 

Spread out from Crowell as di- 
rector of public relations, and as the 
agency through which all publicity 
and advertising will clear, will be the 
separate publicity-ad departments 
of RCA, RKO, Radio, NBC and other 
members of the Radio Corporation 
family. They will continue to op- 
erate as now, with no changes in 
departmental heads contemplated. 
With grouping of the family mem- 
bers in the Radio City center, they 
will all work in co-operation with 
each other and through or under 
Crowell, 


So far Crowell has a minor staff 
under him in the Graybar building. 
He will probably enlarge as the de- 
velopment’s progress calls for that. 

S. J. Kaufman, former newspaper 
columnist, is now doing some spe- 
cial publicity work for Roxy per- 
sonally. Mark Luescher, it is be- 
lieved, will represent RKO. John 
Johnston will continue as NBC's 
publicity-ad representative. 


The question of whether and how 
Ivy Lee, the publicist for the Rocke- 
fellers, will be involved in Radio 
City, is answered by the statement 
that Lee will confine himself to per- 
sonal publicity for the Rockefellers 
and act as consultant in a general 
way on the development. 


The all-stage theatre or Music 
Hall, to be located between 50th and 
5ist street on 6th avenue, will not 
use anything in the way of film. It 
will go over 6,100 seats and maybe 
to 6,500, but not beyond that. 


The straight sound house will seat 
3,500. It will be the largest theatre 
in Greater New York devoted solely 
to film. Roxy will have personal 
operation of both theatres, 


So far no agreement has been 
reached for the erection in ths 
three-square-block center of a Met- 
ropolitan Opera House. Present 
construction plans do not take ‘in 
anything except the four units for 
which excavation is under way. 


New Metal Devised 
For Sound Equipments 


Synthetic platinum, which can be 
manufactured at one-one hundredth 
of the cost of the original metal, 
has been discovered by David 
Moore, patent attorney and inven- 
tor. Patent for same has been 
granted and General Electric scien- 
tists now have the Moore formula 
under consideration for an import- 
ant place in sound equipment. 

Filaments in lamps and vacuum 
tubes include platinum and for 
years the electrics have been ex- 
perimenting for a cheaper sub- 
stance, Moore describes his process 
as follows: 

‘Several years ago I discovered 
that if molybdenum was alloyed, or 
mixed with certain other metals, a 
metal having all the characteristics 
of platinum could be produced. By 
means of several formulae the mo- 
lybdenum changes the several other 
metuls so that a white metal with 
same grain and color of plati- 
This new alloy has 
substantially the same co-efficient 
of expansion and contraction, and 
nearly the same specific gravity as 
platinum.’ 

The mixture for the platinum 
substitute includes certain propor- 
t nickel, molybdenum and 
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Mad Genius, Roosevelt, $15,000; 





Wallingford Squares Haines 





Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Current week is away slowly due 
primarily to a rain drenched open- 
ing night which hindered even the 
best bets. Plenty of new pictures 
and most of ’em unknown quan- 
tities. They are being carefully 
watched by the main offices. 

Ace money is traveling into the 
Chicago again this week where the 
big seater is cavorting with ‘Wal- 
lingford.’ Haines is having a 
struggle to reset himself locally, 
but the excellent notices are being 
counted upon to build the boxoffice. 
It’s to the film’s advantage that it’s 
the only laugh screening in the loop. 

‘Susan Lenox’ went into the Ori- 
ental for a holdover after booming 
at the Chicago last week but is 
currently destined for only a fair 
gross. Femme trade is finding new 
divertissement currently at two 
other theatres, the special one be- 
ing the State-Lake where Ann 
Harding is dragging ’em in for ‘De- 
votion.’ Flicker got away to a nice 
start and should figure two satis- 
fying weeks. 

Second picture ‘Unholy Gar- 
den,’ at United Artists. Col- 
man is a steady draw in this town 
and will hold up for 2 proper open- 
ing session. ‘Mad Genius’ is not 
strong around the corner at the 
Roosevelt and doesn’t look capable 
of standing the competition for 
long. 

Talk of the loop is the Palace 
which has been building to hold 
out crowds with its vaude policy. 
Last week’s eight-act, no headline, 
line-up was a powerful success. 
Theatre hit a sensational $27,800, 
and indications are this is a steady 
business that will hold. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
50-75-85) ‘Wallingford’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Durante getting 
splurges with word of mouth doing 
plenty to jack the gross along the 
line; should finish with comfortable 
$42,000. Last week ‘Susan Lenox’ 
(M-G) big on $57,700. 

McVickers (Publix-B. & K.) (2,- 
200; 50-75-85) ‘Hamilton’ (WB). 
Taking the count badly, will make 
it 10 days and then out; for the en- 
tire session looks like $23,200. ‘Five 
(aa, Final’ (F-N) comes in Wed. 
(28). 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
50-75-85) ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Comes in after terrific 
week at the Chicago, but will not 
repeat the breathless session here; 
indicates satisfactory total of $27,- 
000. Last week ‘Beloved FPachelor’ 
(Par) finished at $27,200 with Pepper 
Martin, the baseballer, not doing 
any harm on the stage end. 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 50-75-85) 
*“Wicked’ (Fox) and vaude. At $27,- 
800 for its eight act vaude show and 
‘Homicide Squad’ (U), but only 
= acts this week; may get $24,- 

Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,- 
500; 50-75-85) ‘Mad Genius’ (WB). 
Doubtful and not likely to corral 
more than fair $15,000 on opening 
week. Last week ‘Pardon Us’ (M- 
G) finished its fortnight ignobly to 
$8,900. ‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) ready to 
follow. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85) ‘Devotion’ (Pathe). Slated for 
good first week at $22,000; getting 
large femme play matinees. Last 
week ‘Notre Dame’ (U) out after 
two weeks to $13,200 for final half. 
United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 
700; 50-75-85) ‘Unholy Garden’ 
(UA). Started quietly but Colman 
should hold to comfortable $22,000 
for opener. ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) fin- 
ished fine trio of weeks to $12,200. 

Woods (Jones) (1,200;50-75-85) 
‘Parisian’ (Indie) and ‘Women Go 
On Forever’ (Tiff). House closes 
tomorrow (27) with future doubt- 
ful; may go vaude; double feature 
didn’t mean a thing, for a loop 
spot, 


is 





BIG TACOMA FIGURES 


‘Lenox’ $6,000 at Rialto and $5,000 
for Orpheum 


Tacoma, Oct. 26, 
(Drawing population, 125,000) 

Oke at the Rialto this week on 
‘Susan Lenox.’ Orpheum biz off 
from previous week, but still okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-60) 
‘Last Flight’ (FN) and vaude, ‘Dan- 
gerous Affair’ (Col); split. Fair 
$5,000. Last week ‘Notre Dame’ (U) 
four days, and ‘Devotion’ (Pathe) 
big at $6,500. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
35-50) ‘Dreyfus Case’ (Col). Going 
all right for $2,500. Last week, 
‘Singapore’ (WB), $2,400. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 
‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G). Big and 
headed to do $6,000. Last week 
‘Pardon Us’ (M-G) nice with $4,100. 


25-35-50) 


+> 


‘MADELON’ $14,000—N. 0. 


Big for State—‘Sob Sister’ $12,000 
At Erlanger 








New Orleans, Oct. 26. 

Decided upturn in grosses this 
week with ‘Sin of Madelon Claudet’ 
leading. Latter film is giving 
Loew’s State its best in weeks. 

Orpheum is in for a healthy ses- 
sion with ‘Notre Dame.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,200; 60) ‘Sin of 
Madelon Claudet’ (M-G). Will pass 
$14,000, nice. Last week ‘Expensive 
Women’ close to $10,000, fair. 

Saenger (3,600; 65) ‘Sob Sister’ 
(Fox). Will have to pick up ma- 
terially for around $12,000, fair. 
Last week ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) 
$18,000, big. 

Orpheum (2,400; 60) ‘Notre Dame’ 
(U). Will reach $12,000 easily. 
Last week ‘Smart Wonian’ (Radio) 
$8,500, fair. ‘Bad Company,’ here 
week before last, was $10,500 in- 
stead of $8,000. 

Strand (1,800; 50) ‘Beloved Bache- 
lor’ (Par). Figures around $2,200. 
Last week ‘Road to Reno’ (Par), 


$2,500. 

Tudor (800; 35) ‘Susan Lenox’ 
(M-G). Second run after week at 
Saenger; should get $3,500. Last 
week ‘I Like Your Nerve’ (EN), 
$1,700, poor. 





Alice White Aiding 


Minn. for $27,000; 
Orph’s $15,000 Big 


Minneapolis, Oct. 26. 

(Drawing Population, 500,000) 

Considering general conditions, 
picture business has been holding 
up exceedingly well. After staging 
a nice comeback from a sudden and 
sharp slump, the Minnesota and 
Orpheum are both doing nicely this 
week and should breeze through the 
seven days to nice profits. ‘Five 
Star Final,’ at the Orpheum, is the 
week’s outstander while Alice White 





ain person rather than the picture, 


‘Singapore,’ is pulling ’em into the 
Minnesota. 

‘Guilty Hands’ has won as much 
critical praise as any picture in 
town, but is not clicking strongly at 
the State. ‘Wallingford’ is finding 
favor at the Lyric. 

After a good first week ‘Palmy 
Days’ has gone dead at the Pan- 
tages. Seven days, apparently, was 
all this one could stand here despite 
it was exploited to a fare-the-well 
and gave utmost satisfaction. Ex- 
cept that Bainbridge stock company 
shot in the-play, ‘Street Scene,’ last 
week, the house probably would 
have limited ‘Days’ to a single week 
to offer the screen version of the 
show. 

Several loop houses, as well as 
some of the neighborhoods, are find- 
ing that football shorts have real 
box office value. 


Estimates for This Week 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
‘Singapore’ (WB) and F-M unit. 
Alice White in person luring the 
shekels and proving a much better 
draw than expected; take will be 
about $27,000, pretty good. Last 
week ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) $28,700; 
good, but several grand under house 
hopes, 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50)— 
‘Five Star Final’ (FN) and vaude. 
Hold-out Saturday and five shows 
Sunday, instead of customary four; 
should build for $15,000, very big. 
Last week “Last Flight” (FN) about 
$10,500, not good. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50)—‘Guilty 
Hands’ (M-G). Critics lavish, but 
Lionel Barrymore and Kay Francis 
mean little here; poor start, but 
may build for fair $6,000. Last 
week ‘Sidewalks’ (M-G) $7,200. 

Pantages (UA) (1,400; 560) — 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA). Second week 
and biz just isn’t here to support a 
fortnight; probably $5,000, not good. 
Tlirst week was around $8,000, good. 

Seventh Street (RKO) (1,400; 25- 
40)—‘Reckless Living’ (U) and ‘Gay 
Diplomat’ (Radio) split. Not mucb 
chance; maybe $3,000, poor. Last 
week ‘Rebound’ (Pathe) and ‘Wom- 
an Between’ (Radio) $3,200. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Wal- 
lingford’ (M-G). Liked and draw- 
ing some real biz; around $4,500, 
good, Last week ‘Purple Sage’ 
(Fox) about $5,500. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—Wicked’ 
(Fox) and ‘The Bargain’ (FN), 
split. Maybe $1,400, fair. Last week 
‘Mystery of Life’ held full week for 
around $2,500; biggest house has 
had in long time. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25)—‘Bad 
Girl (Fox). Remaining full week 
for second loop run and points to 
$2,400, good. Last week ‘Mary Ann’ 





(Fox) for full week, $2,000, 


PICTWRE GROSSES 


Devotion’-Garden’ Both $22,000: 


BUFFALO STEADY 


‘Bachelor’ $13,000 and Lafayette 
$11,000—Borneo’s’ $8,000 O 


Puffalo, Oct. 26. 

Takings are holding up well cur- 
rently after skyrocketing last week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
‘Sob Sister’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Mildly received; must push to reach 
$20,000, light. Last week ‘Devotion’ 
(Pathe) and Thurston runners-up 
to house record; did $38,300, great. 

Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 25- 
85-50) ‘Notre Dame’ (U). Looks 
great for over $17,000. Last week 
‘Monkey Business’ (Par), second 
week, down to $6,600. 

Hipp, (Publix) (2,400; 
‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par). Points to 
$13,000. Last week ‘Road to Reno’ 
(Par) neat at $15,500. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35) 
‘East of Borneo’ (U). Strong open- 
ing with over $8,600 indicated. Last 
week ‘Penrod and Sam’ (F-N) off 
at $5,000. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25) ‘50 
Fathoms’ (Col). Clicking heavily 
with anniversary week indications 
of $11,000. Last week ‘Women Go 
On Forever’ steady at over $8,000. 

Court Street (Shea) (1,600; 25) 
‘Side Show’ (WB). About fair $3,- 
000. Last week ‘I Like Your Nerve’ 
(F-N) around $2,900. 


DAYS’ $33,500, 2 WKS., 
MAY STAY 3D, MONT'L 


Montreal, Oct. 26. 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 
Low prices and good pictures are 
what this town wants. Populace 
eats up ’em up when it gets them. 
Princess, repeating ‘Palmy Days’ 
for another seven days, is liable to 
top the parade two weeks in suc- 
cession. First week broke records 
for months with a juicy $18,600, 
this at a 60-cent top. 


Loew’s will again run second this 
week since the craze for vaude is 
growing. His Majesty’s has a sec- 
ond week of the Sir Barry Jack- 
son Players. They did well last 
week and should continue on good 
advance sales for around $12,000. 
Yasha Yushny, with ‘Blue Bird,’ 
Russian troupe, at the St. Denis at 
$2.50 top, plays a split week Oct. 
27-29. 
Nabes are picking up. 

Estimates for This Week 
His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 75- 
$2.50), Barry Jackson’s company 
(legit). Should gross $12,000 on 
second week. Last week ‘Barretts 
of Wimpole Street’ (legit) started 
big, but faded some; near $15,000. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Modern 
Age’ (M-G). Joan Crawford popu- 
lar locally and may get $12,000, fair 
enough. Last week ‘Mary Ann’ 
(Fox) $13,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 
Nurse’ (WB) and ‘I Like Your 
Nerve’ (FN). Should hold average 
around $12,000. Last week ‘Squaw 
Man’ (M-G) and ‘Parlor, Bedroom 
and Bath’ (M-G) also $12,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 
‘Phantom of Paris’ (M-G) and 
vaude. John Gilbert will attract 
femmes and vaude aid makes 
$15,000 possible. Last week ‘Wicked’ 
(Fox) jacked to $16,000, very good. 

Princess (CT) (2,600; 35-60), 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA) (2d week). At 
least $15,000 this week and may 
hold for third week. Last week 
same film town leader on fine 


$18,500. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40), 
‘High Stakes’ (Radio) and ‘Too 
Many Cooks’ (Radio). Fair at 
$2,800. Last week ‘Penrod and 
Sam’ (FN) and ‘Mother and Son’ 
(Tiff). Better than usual, $3,200. 

Orpheum (CT) (1,000; 50), ‘Her 
Unborn Child’ (Ind). May gross 
$4,500. Last week’s repeat of 
‘Dreyfus Case’ (BIP) paled to 
$4,000. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 50), 
‘Les Amours de Minuit’ (French). 
Average on $1,800. Last week ‘Le 
Million’ (French) better at around 
$2,500. 








25-35-50) 








60), ‘Night 





Indianapolis Is Fair; 


$8,000 for ‘Devotion’ 


Indianapolis, Ind., Oct. 26. 

Cool weather is helping fairly 
good fare get over this week. The- 
atres grabbing at every straw to get 
a crowd, 

Singer’s Midgets, with unusual kid 
pull, are at the Lyric in competition 
with the new Fanchon-Marco units 
at the Indiana. Latter house also 
has Frankie Parish, late of Charlie 
Davis orchestra, this week. Lyric 
has Pepper Martin booked next 
week, 

Estimates for This Week 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—‘24 Hours’ (Par) and F-M unit. 
Expects to reach good $19,000. 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Devotion’ (Pathe). Faring well; in 
since last Wednesday (21) and due 
for $8,000 on final seven days, oke. 








Ohio (Publix) (1,400; 15-25) —‘Big 
Gamble’ (Pathe). Fair chance 


35-60),. 








Philly Full 


—————. 


TD 


of Rumors 





One Has Mastbaum Going Dark for Spell—. 





BIRMINGHAM BRIGHTER 


‘24 Hre’ $12,800 at Bama—Blonde’ 
Good on $5,000 








Birmingham, Oct. 26. 
(Drawing Population, 325,000) 

Things are looking up. Empire is 
reopening Nov. 2, Alabama has 
strengthened its stage shows and 
the boys are counting a few more 
nickels. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
60) ‘24 Hours’ (Par) and vaude. 
Vaude is good, making a swell all- 
round show; $12,800. Last week 
‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) just a pretty 
fair $11,000. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40) ‘Plati- 
num -Blonde’ (Col), Okay with 
strong ballyhoo, $5,000. Last week 
‘Dangerous Affair’ (Col.) light $4,- 


000. 
Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40) 
‘Wallingford’ (M-G). Haines al- 


ways good for nice week here, $3,- 
100. Last week ‘Honeymoon Lane’ 
(Par) average, $2,900. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25) ‘Holy 
Terror’ (Fox). Nothing bright this 
week, $850. Last week ‘Black Camel’ 
(Fox) $975. 

Temple (Indie) (2,650; 15-20) 
‘Dirigible’ (Col) and ‘Common Law’ 
(Pathe) split. Former will top lat- 
ter; $1,000. Last week ‘Mystery of 
Life’ (U) clicked but not startling 
with ‘She Got What She Wanted’ 
on split $1,200. 


Madelon’s’ Carriage 
Trade Maybe $20,000; 
Yellow’ 0. K. on $7,500 


Baltimore, Oct. 26. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Stage show competition between 
Century and Hipp continues, both 
houses using names, and big grosses 
swing between the two big Loew 
houses, Stanley and Century. Every- 
thing being equal, the Century tops 
its friendly rival. ‘This looks like 
the Century’s week with ‘Road to 
Reno’ plus Mae Murray in person. 
Stanley should trail by a couple 
grand on ‘Sin of Madelon Claudet.’ 
No other outstanding fare on tap. 
‘East Wind,’ legit operetta at 
Ford’s last week, cut into some of 
the high-price film trade. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA), ‘Road to 
Reno’ (Par) and stage show (3,200; 
25-60). Good tie-ups for Mae Mur- 
ray on stage; looks like a very good 
$24,000. Last week ‘I Like Your 
Nerve’ (FN) a pretty good $18,500. 

Stanley (Loew-Stanley-Crandall), 
‘Madelon Claudet’ (M-G) (3,600; 25- 
60). Will get class trade; Helen 
Hayes’ name strange to local film 
fans; should build after mild open- 
ing; maybe $20,000. Last week 
‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) big on great 
femme trade; topped town with 
splendid $24,000. 

Valencia (Loew-UA), ‘Unholy 
Garden’ (UA) (1,500; 25-35). No 
stampeder at the Stanley and should 
do average at this roof house; say 
$3,200. ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) last 
week surprised on $3,500, good. 

Parkway (Loew-UA), ‘Unholy 
Garden’ (UA) (1,000; 25-35). Will 
do better here than downtown; a 
good $4,500. Last week ‘Palmy 
Days’ (UA) stood ’em nights for 
impressive $4,800. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers), ‘Expen- 
sive Woman’ 2,500; 25-50). D. 
Costello should account for above 
average gate; possibly $8,500. Last 
week ‘24 Hours’ (Par) satisfactory 
at about $7,000. 

Auditorium (Schanbergers), “This 
Thing Called Love’ (1,500; 25-50). 
Class trade and perhaps a good 
$6,000. Last week ‘Notre Dame’ 
moved up from Keith’s for contin- 
ued run, for pretty good $5,500. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport), ‘Sky- 
line’ (Fox) and vaude (2,500; 25- 
50). Advertised as final week for 
Ted Joyce, m.c. for past month; biz 
continues at good pace, close to 
$12,000. Last week ‘Dangerous Af- 
fair’ $11,000. 

New (Mechanic), ‘Yellow Ticket’ 
(Fox) (1,800; 25-50). Landi didn’t 
cause turmoil on last one here, but 
maybe pretty good $7,500 this time. 


‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) last week a good 
$8,500. 











top $1,000; house still letting entire 
family in for one adult admission. 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35-50)-—‘Sob Sister’ (Fox). Good 
opportunity to reach nice $7,500. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,800; 25-35- 
50)—‘Fifty Fathoms Deep’ (Col) and 
vaude. Should reach usual $10,000; 
free parking again in vogue. 

Palace (Loew) (2,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Sidewalks of New York” (M-G). 
Maybe $8,000 because it’s hilarity 





this town needs, and they like Kea- 


toiton here, 


.the Mastbaum cannot make it. 








Grosses Up a Bit; ‘Lenox’ $42,000 


Philadelphia, Oct. 26, 

Philly’s film rialto is buzzing with 
rumors and reports. They vary 
from fairly logical to astounding, 
One that cannot be downed is that 
Stanley-Warner’s biggest house, also 
the town’s, the Mastbaum, is to be 
closed either indefinitely or for a 
month or so. 

Story is that ground rent and gen- 
eral overhead of this house is so 
great that without aid of stage 
shows, due to the musicians’ strike, 
S-Ww 
has denied yarn, but it still persists, 
especially in view of announced ree 
opening of the Boyd on Nov. 6. Late 
ter house is not half as expensive 
to run and has never had stage 
shows. 

Another rumor has a reconcilia« 
tion of Warner and Metro with the 
resultant closing of Keith’s, now the 
M-G-M local home. 

But the only thing certain is that 
film business here 1s brutally bad, 
Last week, with the exception of one 
or two houses, was no different. 

This week looks considerably bet« 
ter, but Philly is a tough town ta 
anticipate these days. ‘Susan Len- 
ox’ would ordinarily be a safe bet 
for somewhere in the 50’s, but will 
be lucky to get a very big $42,000 
at the Mastbaum, ‘Pardon Us’ 
should rate $19,000 at Keith’s and 
may break $20,000. Fox in the 
doubtful class, but with Irene Bor- 
dont as stage attraction, should lift 
around $26,500. Picture is ‘Purple 
Sage.’ 

Boyd reopens with ‘The Mad 
Genius’ (WB) Nov. 6 after having 
two postponements of openings. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 85-50-75)—‘Su« 
san Lenox’ (M-G). Figured to ban« 
ish hoodoo of house, which has been 
sliding without stage shows; maybe 
big $42,000. Last week “24 Hours” 
(Par) $27,500, bad. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—‘Notre 
Dame’ (U). Should get around $13,< 
000 in second week. First week near 
$18,000, good. 

Keith’s (1,800; 35-50-75)—‘Pardon 
Us’ (M-G). Comedy looks timely 
and $19,000; maybe better. Last 
week ‘Guilty Hands’ (M-G) only 
$13,500. 

Stanton (1,700; 25-65)—‘My Sin’ 
(Par). Bankhead not a strong draw 
here yet; perhaps $12,000. Last week 
‘Dreyfus Case’ (Col) only $7,500 in 
second week. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75) — ‘Purple 
Sage’ (Fox) and stage show. Pic- 
ture doubtful, but Irene Bordoni on 
stage bill figures to help; possibly. 
$18,000, and poor. Last week ‘Sky=- 
line’ (Fox) weak at $20,000. 

Earle (2,000; 25-65)—‘Honor of 
Family’ (WB). Critics divided and 
chances not hot; Gene Dennis, mind 
reader, held over and may help3} 
possibly $13,500. Last week ‘Wal-« 
lingford’ (M-G). Around $14,000. — 

Karlton (1,000; 50)—I Like Your 
Nesve’ (FN). First run for @& 
change; probably $5,000. Last week 
‘Sidewalks of New York’ (M-G) 
good at $6,000. 

Arcadia (600; 60)—Phantom of 
Paris’ (M-G). Maybe $2,250. Last 
week ‘Tragedy’ (Par) $2,800, 





‘Lenox’ Leads in Prov. 
On $21,000-Sage’ $5,500 


Providence, Oct. 26. 
(Drawing Population, 315,000) 

Looks like Garbo this week. 
‘Susan Lenox’ is strong at the 
State, even though Aimee McPher- 
son Hutton crowded thousands of 
salvation hunters over the weekend 
into the Rhode Island Auditorium. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,500; 20-50-75) 
‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G). Going ex- 
ceptionally well for $21,000. Last 
week ‘Unholy Garden’ (UA), only 
$13,000, Mght for Colman in this 
town. 

Majestic (2,200; 15-50) ‘Singa~ 
pore’ (WB) and ‘Expensive Wo- 
men.’ Last one will be responsible 
for low $8,500, even though Powell 
star of other double feature. Last 
week ‘Five Star Final,’ $13,500. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50) ‘Be- 
loved Bachelor (Par). Nothing to 
indicate house will get over aver- 
age $6,500. Last week ‘24 Hours’ 
(Par) oke on $10,300. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-50) ‘Notre 
Dame’ (U). Nifty pace helped by 
neat plugging; should touch $10,000, 
best house has had in weeks. Last 
week ‘Friends and Lovers’ (Radio) 
drew a lot of raves, but didn't 
draw: very poor at $3,000. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-35) ‘Reck- 
less Living’ (U). Just so-so; not 
likely to go over $1,200 for four 
days. Last week ‘Salvation Nell 
(Tiff) $700 for three days. . 

Fays (1,600; 15-50) ‘Purple Sage 
(Fox) and Vaude. Nothing to pre- 
vent this one from going over 
$5,500. Last week ‘Skyline’ (Fox), 
$5,800. 
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$40,000 for Par with Chevalier 


‘And ‘Yellow’ $16,000 in 2 Spots: 


Moran-Mack Only $11,000 in L. A. 








+ 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Even the competish is rooting for 
Harold B. Franklin’s courage with 
big stage shows at the Paramount 
which he’s now operating individ- 
wally. Last week with a $7,000 stage 
show the Par was a secret with 
less than $10,000 gross. Plenty of 
red ink with ‘Road to Reno’ on the 
ecreen. This week with $10,000 for 
Maurice Chevalier in person and a 
$17,000 stage show intoto, the house 
ghould sock out a cinch, $40,000. 
Sensational possibilities billed by 
$5c. admission before 1 p. m. 


U.S.C. football centered Saturday 
at Berkeley, and not in town, also 
helped the weekend take, with the 
town generally strong, helped. 

State, after a sock $35,000 last 
week for ‘Susan Lenox,’ is around 
$20,000 currently with ‘Sob Sister.’ 
"Notre Dame’ and the Orpheum will 
gee nearly $11,000 on the holdover 
and means a third week. ‘Homicide 
Squad’ is pushing the RKO to al- 
most $15,000 helped by the eight-act 
policy. 

Moran and Mack don’t mean a 
thing at the Pantages in person at 
$2,500 on top of the regular F.&M. 
unit and ‘Pardon Us.’ Around $11,- 
000 is normally good trade with a 
good pic. House probably hopped 
onto the Two Black Crows in an- 
ticipation of Warner’s Hollywood's 
proposed stage shows with Gus 
Arnheim starting next week. Stage 
band idea at the Warner house was 
called off leaving the Pan still alone 
with presentations in Hollywood, 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,500; 50- 
$1.50) ‘Consolation Marriage’ (RKO) 
and band (2nd week). Weak from 
the start with over $7,000 on the 
opener and under $4,000 on the hold- 
over. Nice program picture but ad- 
mitted from the start not strong at 
$1.50. ‘Flying High’ (M-G) or 
‘Strictly Dishonorable’ (U) next. 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-75), 
"Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) (1st week). 
Started mildly, $8,000. Final three 
days ‘Cisco Kid’ $1,200. ‘Ambassa- 
dor Bill’ (Tox) next. 

Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65), 
"Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) (1st week). 
®Bame as Chinese, around $8,000 and 
just means fortnight stay. Final 
three days of ‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) over 


$2,000. 
Orpheum (2,270; 25-50) ‘Notre 
Dame’ (U) (2nd week). Holdover 


for $11,000 and stays third week. 
First week $16,000, 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
90) ‘Pardon Us’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Moran and Mack on top of 
regular F.&M. unit; $11,000 gross 
for everything just average good 
iz. Last week ‘My Sin’ $9,500, 
Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 25- 
75), ‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par) and 
Stage show. Chevalier in person 
the big noise and sole draw with a 
big stage show; big $40,000 pace. 

st week under $10,000 for ‘Road 
to Reno’ (Par) with a $7,000 stage 
Show as sensational in the other 
direction. 

RKO (2,950; 30-65) ‘Homicide 

Squad’ (U) and vaude. Up to $15,- 
000, big. Last week ‘Smart Woman’ 
(Radio) also strong at $12,500. 
i State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1) 
Sob Sister’ (Fox) and stage show. 
On $20,000, poor. Last week, ‘Su- 
san Lenox’ (M-G) big at $35,000. 

United Artists (Franklin) (2,100; 
85-$1), ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) (8rd- 
final week). Only $9,000 and out 
after nice three weeks. Last week 
almost $14,000. ‘Unholy Garden’ 
opens Oct. 30. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 35-60) 
*Monkey Business’ (Par). Strong at 
Over $5,000. Last week ‘Pardon Us’ 
(M-G) oke at $5,000, 

Western (WB) (2,500; 50-75) 
‘Hamilton’ (WB) (3rd-final week). 

ew house’s impetus carried picture 
a nice three weeks with $10,000 on 
the blowoff; $15,000 last week. ‘Five 
Star Final’ opens tomorrow (27) to 
@ $1 and $2 premiere. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-50) 
"Ruling Voice’ (FN). Fair $13,000 
for long eight day week owing to 
‘Dreyfus Case’ out prematurely on 
six days. ‘Dreyfus’ not bad last 
week with $10,500 for six days. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-50) 
‘Ruling Voice’ (FN). Same $13,000 
pace as Downtown. Weakness of 
‘Penrod and Sam’ (FN) despite kid 
matinee draw, with under $7,000 for 
six days precipitated the switch, 





METRO’S PAR WRITERS 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Couple of ex-Paramount writers 
€0 over to Metro this week. Pair 
are Edward E. Paramore, Jr., and 
Monte Katterjohn. 

Former will do the dialog on ‘Wet 
Parade’ and Katterjohn will write 
the continuity on ‘Huddle.’ | 





NEW HAVEN MILD 


‘Bridge’ at $13,500 and ‘Lenox’ 
$16,000—‘Garden’ $4,100 


New Haven, Oct. 26. 

(Drawing Population, 300,000) 

Weather perfect and Fox office 
kept busy trying to supply three 
local houses with four hits each 
week. 

Since adding weekly amateur 
night, Bijou grosses have taken 
healthy jump. Picture houses do- 
ing satisfactory business in spite 
of three sellout nights of Ed 
Wynn’s new show at the Shubert. 

Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65) 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (U) and Unit. 
Around $13,500. Last week ‘Be- 
loved Bachelor’ (Par) oke with 
$14,500. 


Fox-Poli (Fox) (3,040;. 65) ‘Susan 
Lenox’ (M-G) and Unit. Headed for 
nice $16,000. Last week ‘Walling- 
ford’ (M-G) disappointed at modest 
$11,000 in spite of favorable word 
of mouth. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 
‘Singapore’ (WB). Should get 
okay $6,200. Last week ‘Devotion’ 
(Pathe) got by with $6,500. 

College (Fox) (1,565; 50) ‘Unholy 
Garden’ (UA). Looks fair around 
$4,100. Last week ‘Sob Sister’ (Fox) 
low at $3,000; title blamed here. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50) ‘Purple 
Sage’ (Fox) and ‘Sidewalks’ (M-G). 
On way to big $5,700. Last week 
‘Wicked’ (Fox) and ‘Murder at 
Midnight’ (Tiff) heavy at $5,400. 


B’klyn Is Full of 
Magicians—Lyman 
Giving Fox $28,000 


Brooklyn, Oct. 26. 

Town is full of magicians this 
week. Paramount is offering Thurs- 
ton and the Met has Fred Keating. 
Looks like the Par will do about 
$36,000, picture, ‘Woman Between,’ 
getting little kindness from the 
scribes. Fox is splurging with Abe 
Lyman’s band, indefinite stay, and 
looks around good $28,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount — ‘Woman Between’ 
(Radio) and stage show (4,000; 25- 
35-50). Thurston is big noise here 
and rated highly; near $36,000, all 
right. Last week ‘Beloved Bachelor’ 
$41,900, fine. 

Fox—‘Heartbreak’ (Fox) and stage 
show (4,000; 25-35-50). Attraction 
is Abe Lyman; should do $28,000. 
Last week ‘Smart Woman’ (Radio) 
’way off at $19,000. 

Loew’s Met—‘Wallingford’ (M-G) 
and vaude. Around fair $19,000. Last 
a ‘Street Scene’ (UA) good $27,- 
800. 

Albee—‘Notre Dame’ (U) (2d 
week) and vaude. In second week 
around nice $23,000; Estelle Taylor 
heading vaude. Last week football 
flicker $31,700, swell. 

Strand—Hamilton’ (WB). George 
Arliss means dough; $14,000. Last 
—— ‘Honor of Family’ (WB), $12,- 
500. 


BOSTON IN FINE SHAPE, 
‘MARRIAGE’ AT $19,000 


Boston, Oct. 26. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

Biz rolling along on high. Things 
generally fine all around town. 

Keith-Boston, with its vaude and 
much publicity on ‘Homicide Squd,’ 
headed for sweet $17,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,000; 50-75)—“24 
Hours’ (Par) and stage show. Will do 
around $38,000 for fine week. Last 
week also $38,000 on ‘Beloved Bach- 
elor’ (Par) and Phil Cook on stage. 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-50-60)— 
‘Consolation Marriage’ (Radio). 
Should get a nice $19,000. Last week, 
second of ‘Notre Dame’ (U), okay on 
$16,000. 

Loew's State (4,000; 35-50)—‘Un- 
holy Garden’ (UA). Around pleas- 
ant $17,000. Last week ‘Susan Len- 
ox’ (M-G) a wallop en $29,600. 

Olympia (2,000; 35-50-60)—‘Last 
Flight’ (FN). Should hit fine $9,000. 
Last week ‘Singapore’ (WB), $6,000. 

Uptown (1,800; 35-50-60) — ‘Last 
Flight’ (FN). Headed for nice $8,- 


50) 














000. Last week ‘Singapore’ (WB) 
$6,000. 

Keith-Boston (4,000; 35-50)— 
‘Homicide Squad’ (U) and vaude. 


Looks like fine $17,000. Last week 
‘Smart Women’ (Radio), $13,300, not 
bad, 


LOUISVILLE UP 


for ‘Madelon’ and ‘D * $9,- 
ag ote “Martin $12,300 * 


Louisville, Oct. 26. 

‘Twenty-Four Hours’ and Pepper 
Martin at the Rialto leading every- 
thing this week. ‘Notre Dame’ and 
‘Madelon Claudet,’ at the Strand 
and Loew’s respectively, running 
close seconds, 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown—‘Sweepstakes’ (Pathe) and 
‘Voice at the Piano.’ Near $6,500. 
Last week ‘Public Defender’ (Radio) 
$5,500. 











Alamo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 15-25- 
109)—‘Road to Reno’ (Par). About 
$4,100. Last week ‘Purple Sage’ 
(Fox) $4,250. 

Strand (4th Ave.) (1,865; 25-35- 
50-60)—‘Notre Dame’ (U). Should 


see good $9,900. 
Show’ (WB), 
days, $3,750. 
Rialto (4th Ave.) (2,940; 35-40-50) 
—‘24 Hours’ (Par) and vaude. About 
$12,300, okay. Last week ‘Singapore’ 
(WB) and Singer's Midgets, $11,400. 
Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Madelon Claudet’ (M-G). At $9,200, 
nice. ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) $10,900. 


‘Affair’ $9,000-Denver, 
$16,000 for ‘Bachelor’ 


Denver, Oct. 26. 

‘Phantom of Paris’ having good 
run at the Rialto and looks like $6,- 
000 for nine days, ‘Mad Parade’ 
having been yanked two days ahead 
of time last week. Other houses will 
be close to average. 

Estimates for This Week 

Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—‘Pagan Lady’ (Col). Satisfac- 
tory at $6,000. Last week ‘Devotion’ 
(Pathe) took $7,500. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-65) 
—‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par) and stage 
show. Will be no complaints on 
$16,000. Last week ‘Susan Lenox’ 
(M-G), $19,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-35- 
50)—‘Road to Reno’ (Par). Not so 
strong; only looks like $6,500. Last 
week ‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) poor 
with $5,800. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 25-35-50)— 
‘Phantom of Paris’ (M-G-M). On 
nine ought to see nice $6,000. 
Last week ‘Mad Parade’ (Par) did 
$1,000 in five days and yanked. 

Huffman’s Tabor (1,900; 25-35-50) 
—Dangerous Affair’ (Col). Fair 
around $9,000, Last week ‘Singa- 
pore’ (WB) average at $10,000. 


Last week ‘Side 
in three and a half 








Roxy $75,000 


N. Y. Houses Tame 


——— 





This Wk; 


on ‘Cisco’ and 


‘Genius’ Opening for $25,000 





COLUMBUS FROLICS 


‘Dame’ and ‘5 Star’ at Fast Clips 
of $14,000 and $7,000 
Columbus, Oct. 26. 
(Drawing Population, 475,000) 

Town flooded with exploitation on 
‘Notre Dame’ for the past week, and 
the villagers absolutely football 
mad, means the Palace is ripe to 
crack into the lead this week by a 
mile. Special nights for various 
colleges will help. ; ; 

Grand, with ‘Five-Star Final, 
coming up by leaps and bounds into 
a figure almost forgotten by that 
house, exploitation again doing 
plenty. Ohio will have to wait an- 
other week, when it will pit Ted 
Lewis against Marx Brothers at the 
Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50)— 
‘Notre Dame’ (U) and vaude, Step- 
ping up to $14,000, very nice. Last 
week ‘My Sin’ (Par) good at $10,000. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50)— 
‘Wicked’ (Fox), and unit. Just 
about good enough for $11,000, and 
not enough. Last week ‘Road to 
Reno’ (Par) rose to $12,000, also 
light. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50) 
—‘Madelon Claudet’ (M-G). Started 
light but may build on heels of 
plenty advertising; maybe $10,000. 
Last week ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) nice 
enough with $13,400. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-50)— 
‘Five Star Final’ (FN). Has them 
streaming in; should do slightly 
better than fine $7,000. Last week 
‘Penrod and Sam’ (FN) $4,200, okay. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 10-25)— 
‘Fanny Foley’s Folly’ (Radio) and 
‘Reckless Living’ (U), split. Good 
enough at average $2,100. Last week 
‘Smart Woman’ (Radio) and ‘Homi- 
cide Squad’ (U) also $2,100; latter 
picture replaced ‘Mystery of Life’ in 
last minute switch; ‘Mystery’ will 
play house later. 





Doing Originals for Radio 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Poland Banks, playwright, due 
here today (Monday) to write orig- 
inals for Radio. 








How to Sell 


a Hot One? 





Worrying Portland—Can’t Make Films Go 
2 Wks., When They Do Drop Too Steep 








Portland, Ore., Oct. 26. 
(Drawing Population, 400,000) 

Given a run of plain program pic- 
tures, how does one sell a hot one? 
Local exhibs are worrying over that 
more than ever. Plenty of evidence 
that the public is getting to believe 
all pictures are ordinary. That's 
bad enough when they are. It’s 
worse when a strong picture takes 
the bump from this psychology. 

It’s getting next to impossible to 
hold a picture here two weeks. Or- 
pheum sold ‘Notre Dame’ with a 
dozen tie-ups in high gear, but not 
worth holding. House has ‘Smart 
Women’ this week and taking a re- 
bound. ‘Susan Lenox’ did a fair 
second week at the United Artists, 
but no riot. ‘Palmy Days’ in that 
house in line for one fairly good 
week. 

Fox salary cuts have started, with 
other retrenchments. General feel- 
ing is that biz here is to be had, but 
it will take a run of strong pictures 
to get the fans into the habit of 
coming back for more. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (FWC) (3,500; 25-60), 
‘Purple Sage’ (Fox) and unit). In 
line for fair $10,000. Last week 
‘Road to Reno’ (Par) $11,300. 

Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000; 
25-60), ‘24 Hours’ (Par). Getting by 
fairly for about $7,500. Last week 
‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) okay, $9,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60), 
‘Smart Women’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Doing mildly, $10,000. Last week 
‘Notre Dame’ (U) answered to ma- 
jor exploitation and clicked for 
$13,500, but no holdover. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,200; 25-60), ‘Palmy Days’ (UA). 
Likely a nice $8,000. Last week 
‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) just a fair sec- 
ond week, $6,500. First week was 
$11,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
35), ‘Honor of Family’ (FN). Get- 
ting by on $4,000. Last week ‘Sin- 
gapore’ (WB) good for $6,200. 

Heilig (McCurdy) (2,000; 25-$1). 
Broadway Players legit stock with 
William Farnum guesting in ‘Twelve 
Miles Out’ to nice biz. Last week 
had Kolb and Dill guesting and got 





$6,500 


Reno’ Romps in Frisco 
Over H. 0. Films, $21,000 


San Francisco, Oct. 26. 

The Warfield is getting the 
breaks this week with ‘Road to 
Reno’ running against a flock of 
holdovers. House should take 
$21,000 under these circumstances. 

‘Heartbreak’ is doing poorly at 
the Fox, and ‘Sob Sister’ is proving 
a tough one for the Paramount to 
sell, though $16,000 here will okay. 
Deuce week of ‘Notre Dame’ and 
Max Dolin’s orchestra holding up 
quite well for the Orpheum. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Fox (5,000; 35-60), ‘Heartbreak’ 
(Fox) and stage show. Not pulling, 
as poor $31,000 indicates. Last week 
‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) hit $38,000, light. 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65), ‘High Stakes’ (Radio) and 
waude. Average at $14,000. Last 


week same for ‘Woman Between’ 
(Radio). 





Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 25-35- 
50) (2d and final week), ‘Notre 
Dame’ (U) and Max Dolin band. 


Holding up creditably at $10,000. 
Last week $20,000. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-50), 
‘Sob Sister’ (Fox). May reach 
$16,000. Last week ‘Beloved Bach- 
elor’ (Par) fair at $14,000. 

United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60) 
(24 week), ‘Palmy Days’ (UA). 
About $10,000, good. First week 
$14,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 85-50-60), 
‘Road to Reno’ (Par) and stage 
show. Lack of competition help- 
ing; looks like $21,000. Last week 
‘Skyline’ (Fox) only $16,500. 

Warners (1,365; 25-35-50-60), 
‘Singapore’ (WB). William Powell 
fair at $10,000. Last week second 
of ‘Hamilton’ (WB) dropped to 





$7,500 j 





Broadway needs plenty of perk- 
ing for any kind of pace this week. 
General b.o. on the Main Stem is 
hardly normal outside the Roxy 
which, after several tearful weeks, 
heads for daylight with $75,000 on 


‘Cisco Kid.’ Same figure goes for 
‘Susan Lenox’ on its second week 
at the Capitol, but film will not 


stay a third, due to bookings. 

The Paramount, with ‘Woman Be- 
tween,’ first Radio’s picture there, 
and Cab Calloway’s band must move 
fast to reach $50,000, ordinary. 
‘Mad Genius’ is calm at the Hol- 
lywood, where $25,000 doesn’t make 
it look like more than three weeks. 

Television novelty angle at the 
Broadway is lifting ‘The Tipoff’ 
(Pathe) to a break, and $20,000 or 
slightly better. At $15,000 ‘Palmy 
Days,’ entering its sixth week, is 
about through, as also ‘Five Star 
Final’ in its seventh week at $16,- 
000. Strand has ‘Hamilton’ for a 
week after being spotted five weeks 
at the Hollywood. Under the cir- 
cumstances $15,000 is not bad. 
‘Notre Dame’ on its holdover at the 
Mayfair will do $19,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,120; $1-$2) ‘The Guards- 
man’ (M-G) (8th week). Okay and 
still getting carriage trade. 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50) ‘Susan 
Lenox’ (M-G) and stage show (2nd 
week). Brightest spot on the street 
at $75,000. Last week same film 
just short of $100,000; can’t stay 
third week due to bookings. 

Hollywood (1,816; 560-65-$1) ‘Mad 
Genius’ (WB) (ist week). Mild first 
week of $25,000 looks like three 
weeks’ stay. ‘Hamilton’ (WB) closed 
five-week run last week to $10,000; 
run figured good all the way and 
moved to Strand. 


Mayfair (2,200; 40-$1) ‘Notre 
Dame’ (U) (2nd week). Exits with 
$19,000 for second stanza. Last 


week crash opener of $35,700, al- 
though disappointed expectations of 
over $40,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85-$1) 
‘Woman Between’ (Radio) and 
stage show. First Radio release 
here; strong stage show around 
picture, with Cab Calloway band, 
but not booming around $50,000. 
Last week ‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par) 
dropped to $40,100, plenty weak. 

Rialto (2,000; 25-40-75) ‘Palmy 
Days’ (UA) (5th week). Ready to 
blow at $15,000. Last week $19,300. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1) ‘Mon- 
key Business’ (Par) (3rd week). At 
$28,000 okay. Last week a good 
$35,900. 

Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1-$1.50) ‘Cisco 
Kid’ (Fox) and stage show. Second 
Fox feature in a month here; hit- 
ting nice pace for $75,000. Last 
week ‘Heartbreak’ (Fox) very weak 
at $50,200. 

Strand (2,900; 25-50-75) ‘Hamilton’ 
(WB). Here after Hollywood and 
$15,000. Last week ‘Honor of Fam- 
ily’ (FN) very light, $14,200. 

Warners (1,100; 50-75), Fanny 
Foley’s Folly’ (Radio). Thin at 
$3,500. Last week British double 
feature program, ‘Flying Fool’ (BI) 
and ‘Love Storm’ (Elstree), $1,700; 
extremely low. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-85-$1) 
give Star Final’ (WB) (7th week). 
=t $16,000 ready for exit. Last week 
$20,000, a fine run. 

Tobis-Vanderbilt (826; 50-75-$1) 
‘Eine Freundin So Goldig Wie Du’ 
(Ondra-Lamac). German feature, 
maybe $3,500, okay. Last week 
‘Die Grosse Sehnsucht’ (Cicero) 
finished three weeks at $2,700. 

Ufa-Cosmopolitan (1,130; 50-75- 
$1-$1.50-$2) ‘Floetenconcert von 
Sansouci’ (Ufa) (2nd week). An- 
other German film and likely $3,500. 
Last week fair at $4,500. 

Broadway (1,900; 35-85-$1) ‘The 
Tipofft’ (Pathe) and stage show. 
Television novelty this week and 
Bernice Claire on stage; may better, 
$20,000 pretty good. Last week 
‘Women Go On Forever’ (Tiff), light 
at $16,000. 


VAUDE SITES HOLD IN 
NEWARK—ST.’ $17,000 


Newark, Oct. 26, 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

‘Street Scene’ will get real bust- 
ness this week at Loew's, while 
Proctor’s hopes that seven acts will 
lure them in. Vaude houses are 
drawing better proportionately than 
the straight picture sites. 

Business took a midweek dive last 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
—Heartbreak’ (Fox). Appears weak 
at $7,500. Last week ‘Sob Sister’ 
(Fox) bad at $6,800. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)—— 
‘Penrod and Sam’ (FN) and ‘Pure 
ple Sage’ (Fox). Back to double 
features and maybe $4,000. Last 


(Continued on page 21) 
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Amusement Stocks 


All Turn Down; 


Loew Backs Away from Top, 40: 


Trading Goes Quiet on Setback 





Wall street 
about yesterday (Monday) in the ac- 


found little to cheer 


complishments of the Hoover-Laval 
parleys, benefits promised being re- 
garded as too remote and nebulous 
to affect immediate values. Leading 
stock were down yesterday from 
one to four points, but the volume 
Was encouragingly small. 

Amusement stocks moved about 
abreast of the list, with Loew de- 
clining less than a point to 39 after 
beginning the day with a brave at- 
tempt to push upward. In the 
second hour the stock touched 40%4, 
a new high in the movement, but 
the caripa’gn was promptly aban- 
doned when the list reacted. 

Discouraging phase of the day’s 
dealings was the further retreat of 
the leading railroad shares, which 
lately have been furnishing the early 
cue to market trends. Bonds were 
irregular with special weakness in 
German issues, 

Minor reaction coupled with small 
volume left the issue inconclusive. 
The late boom of last week it now 
seems, was artificial and based on 
the Washington conversations, the 
market and business possibilities 
of which were not realized. 

Whether the dip represented a 
aefnite retreat, or merely another 
maneuver to ‘sweep up’ a price 
zone before renewing the bullish 
drive, remained an open question. 
The session really proved nothing 
except that the hoped for stimulus 
from the French premier’s visit had 
not materialized. It now remains 
to be seen if the Adminstration has 
something else up its sleeve. 

Star Gazers Stumped 

The tape readers, information 
players and all the other varieties 
of market traders came to yester- 
day’s opening biting their finger- 
nails. On the basis of Saturday’s 
performance, particularly among the 
amusements, the picture favored a 
continuation of the upturn, but the 
whole financial situation was too 
confused and too complicated to 
point surely in either direction. 

Last week brought out mixed con- 
ditions. Prices hung back uncer- 
tainly during most of the six trading 
days, and only late Friday and over 
the short Saturday was there a defi- 
nite trend upward. For instance, 
Loew, ending the week with an ad- 
vance of 2% points, acquired nearly 
all of the net gain on Saturday, 
when it stood out from the sur- 
rounding cautious upswing like a 
lighthouse. 

Two elements appeared to enter 
Into the week-end. improvement— 
expectation that something con- 
structive would be revealed before 
Monday from the MHoover-Laval 
powwow, and a sharp run up in the 
price of wheat, corn and cotton. 
The Washington pronouncement 
came out in the Monday morning 
newspapers and its practical and 
immediate purpose was not entirely 
clear. Few traders try to interpret 
developments like this unaided. The 
generality of’ tape players wait to 
find out from the ticker whether the 
news is good or bad. In this case it 
turned out to be favorable to fur- 
ther moderate improvement, but was 
no bullish sensation. 

The rise in commodity prices is 
not regarded as an unmixed blessing 
to the bulls.’ There is some ground 
for believing the upturn is largely 
the result of speculative conditions 
within the market, and there is also 
the further question whether the 
jump in grains and cotton is not the 
forerunner of nearby inflation, 
which some competent economists 
believe would merely give the mar- 
ket an artificial] stimulant without 
actually curing depression. 

Some progress seemed to have 
been made toward a compromise on 
the railroad rate decision, but here 
the benefit promised seemed to be 
pretty distant and remote, involving 
wage reductions. 

With all these conflicting eco- 
nomic elements. fogging the prospect, 
the most .convincing forecast that 
came into view was. the idea that, 
no matter what the outlook might 
be from the angle of scientific an- 
alysis, the speculative trader’s com- 
mon sense suggested that powerful 
interests in the Street has plenty of 
stock for sale and they would try to 
sell it on a rising market between 
now and the opening of Congress in 
December. When Congress opens it 
is practically a sure thing that a 
couple of score of statemen will 
start right in to save the country, 
and Wall Street likes to be free of 
stocks when that happens. That 
view speaks for itself, and only time 
and the tape will tell. 

Loew’s Leadership 

Loew was the star performer not 

only in its group but for the whole 


1 list. 


ltop most of the week it pushed 


levels right to the close. During 


engaged market interest a long time, 
but up to now has been regarded as 
having small influence on prices ex- 
cept to discourage bear attack. 

Now the Fox stock ¥s supposed to 
be up for sale and that, for the time 
being, may have a good deal to do 
with its price. A potential buyers 
might undertake a campaign to 
force the price down for the pur- 
pose of helping to a sale at a bar- 
gain. On the face of it the stock is 
worth more to the present Loew 
inside group, which probably is in 
better financial shape to negotiate a 
purchase, than to anybody else in 
the trade. If control stock got into 
other hands, banking interests might 
come into the management, and the 
show business winces at the idea of 
banking management — with abun- 
dant reason. 
With control back in the former 
Loew group hands, the stock ought 
to be a juicy buy, but meanwhile 
the outlook has plenty of not-so- 
good ticker possibilities. Saturday’s 
performance, and yesterday’s on top 
of that, went a long way to dis- 
count these imaginings, and it well 
may be that the stock is on the eve 
of substantial advance. 
The immediate occasion of Sat- 
urday’'s jump appeared to be a 
resume of Loew’s favorable circum- 
stances, broadcast on the ticker 
during the morning, in connection 
with the announcement that the an- 
nual statement (covering the fiscal 
year to Aug. 31) would be delayed 
a month. All the bullish points the 
ticker statement mentioned had 
long been known to the market, but 
their reiteration served. to call at- 
tention to the stock anew. The 
story went over the estimate of bet- 
ter than $7 net a share and the 
probability of an extra $1. There 
seemed to be no good reason to 
bring this up again and the whole 
thing savored of ballyhoo for ticker 
purposes. 

Warners Resting 

Warner Bros., which performed so 
brilliantly under pressure back in 
the early October slump, turned 
sluggish, but its adherents affected 
to be undiscouraged. Their expla- 
nation is that Warner’s statement 
covering the. summer period is due 
in a few days, and will make 
gloomy reading. It is freely con- 
ceded that Warners had a bad 
summer. However, the bullish fol- 
lowing is banking not: on last sum- 
mer returns, hut on the company’s 
brilliant start in the new season, 
with estimates for the Sept.-Feb. 
half-year running above $2 a com- 


mon share. 
* RKO Tipped 

Tips were freely circulated on 
RKO during the week, although the 
stock responded to improvement but 
moderately, high at 9, which is a 
double top on the movement. The 
Keith bonds, the old Keith pre- 
ferred and the old Orpheum pre- 
ferred participated not at all in the 
betterment. 











After sulking below its former 


through late Saturday into new high | 
territory at 40 and held in the upper | 


these movements the issue was the | 


subject. first of pessimistic com- 
ments from impatient longs. and | 
then jubliation from its loyal 
friends. The Fox control stock has} 











+ J - 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Close.ch’g. 
300 Con. F.... 7 TT 7% 
100. Do pf.... 144% 14% 144—% 
2.100 East. K...112 109%110 —2 
2,300 Fox F..... 8% 7 T%-—1% 
500 Gen. Thr.. 1% 1% 1%-— 3% 
7,806 Loew ..... 40% 38% 39 — %& 
30 Orph. pf.. 17% 17% 17% +41 
8,200 Par-P .... 14% 13% 13% —1 
890 Pathe .... 1 % %— % 
790 De A... 4% 3% 46+ 3% 
23,500 RCA ....-. 14% 138% 138% —1% 
4,200 RKO ..... 9% 8 8% — % 
400 Shub ...... 1% 1 1 
6,200 W. B...... 7% 6% 6%— % 
CURB 
300 Fox Th.... 1% 1% 1% 
200 Gen. T. pf. 2% 2% 2% 
| 100 Tech. .... 4% 4% 4%—% 
| 100 Trans-L. .. 2% 2% 2%+ % 
| BONDS* 
|} 312,000 Gen. Th... 18% 18% 13% + % 
2,000 Loew ..... 88 87% 8712— 14 
16,000 Par-P .... 63% 62% 63 +1 
|] 10,000 W. B...... 42% 42% 42% 
eesti 
* Sales and prices to 2 p. m. 











Rental Defaults 
On Fox Theatres 
In St. L-Detroit 


Rental defaults on the Fox the- 
atre properties in Detroit and St. 
Louis, and the subsequent appoint- 
ment of a receiver in the latter spot, 
has no effect on the condition or 
status of Fox Film Corp., itself. 
While related through affiliation 
with Fox Theatres, Inc., controlling 
these two spots, they are separate 
entities, Fox Theatres, under con- 
trol of Fox Film Corp., is also a 
separate body. 

Matter will be settled locally by 
banking interest which, in each in- 
stance is Halsey, Stuart & Co. 
This house underwrote the bond 
issues. While bondholders have the 
right to seek receivership for Fox 


Theatres, Inc., because of rentals 
due in St. Louis and Detroit, this is 
unlikely, due to the banker situa- 
tion. When underwriting the bonds 
there was a condition that in the 
event of appointment of a receiver 
for Fox Theatres, Inc., around. 68% 
of the theatre leases held by that 
company revert to original owners. 
The receivership angle on the St. 
‘Louis house, and if happening in 
Detroit, may impel bondholders and 
bank action to reduce fixed charges 
and refinance the bonds’ on a longer 
term basis that will stretch the 
fixed overhead over several addi- 
tional years or’ terms. By this 
means the annual fixed charges can 
be reduced to make these houses 
potential profit makers, now deemed 
by theatre men to be impossible. 

Fixed charges for the Detroit site 
around $14,000 weekly and St. Louis 
about $12,000. These may be re- 
duced 50% j.under the scheme 
evolved by allocating the remaining 
50% over a stretch of years. 


‘NOTRE DAME’ GOALS 
SEATTLE ON $20,000 


Seattle, Oct. 26. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 

No holdovers this week and rain 
helped keep folks in town over 
weekend, Hamrick houses got most 
favor for Colman in ‘Holy Garden’ 
at Music Box. Liberty has been 
playing up shorts, and these have 
been made real factor in b. o, pull. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Fox) (3,106; 25-35- 
50), ‘Sob Sister’ (Fox). Low and 
pulled after four days and $2,000. 
‘Road to Reno’ (Par) now in and 
expects $5,000 on five days, 

Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,400; 25-35-50- 
60), ‘Personal Maid’ (Par) and F-M 
unit. All right at indicated $12,000. 
Last week ‘Purple Sage’ (Fox) 
$12,600. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
35-50), ‘Honor of Family’ (FN). 
Looks to do $4,000, fair. Last week 
‘Singapore’ (WB) not bad at $4,800. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 
35-50), ‘Unholy Garden’ (UA). Due 
for nice $6,000. Last week, final five 
days of ‘Five Star Final’ (WB), held 





25- 


fair for $3,400. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) 
(2,000; 15-30), ‘Mother and Son’ 
(Shef). Shorts help at this house; 


on way to $5,500. Last week ‘Alias 
the Bad Man’ $5,900. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60), 
‘Notre Dame’ (U). Football spirit 
here rife; indicates capacity week 
of $20,000. Last week ‘Devotion’ 
(Pathe) $15,000. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35), 
‘Sweepstakes’ (Pathe) and ‘Common 
Law’ (Pathe). Trying second-run 
policy this week; $2,600 okay. Last 
week ‘24 Hours’ (Par) held all week 
for $3,100. 


CINCY PRETTY QUIET; 
‘SINGAPORE’ FAIR $9,500 


Cincinnati, Oct. 26. 
(Drawing population, 700,000) 
Combined grosses of main stem 
picture houses are below par for 
the current week. Warm weather 


and night football games are no 
help. 








Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-75) ‘Par- 
don Us’ (M-G) and Vaude. Topped 
by Louis Armstrong band and $21,- 


500, fair. Last week ‘Traveling 
Husbands’ (Radio) $20,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,350; 30-50) 
‘Singapore’ (WB). On $9,500 fair. 


a week ‘Notre Dame’ (U), $12,- 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 30-50) ‘Un- 
holy Garden’ (UA). With $14,000 
not bad. Last week ‘Five Star 
Final’ (FN), $14,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 30-50) ‘24 
Hours’ (Par). A good $12,000. Last 
week ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G), $19,000. 

Strand (RKO) (1,350; 25-40) 
‘Smart Woman’ (Radio). Just $2,- 


500, poor here. Last week ‘Side 
Show’ (WB), $3,500. 
Family (RKO) (1,140; 15-30) 


‘Purple Sage’ (Fox) and ‘Mad Pa- 
rade’ (Par). Split. Very good on 
$3,500. Last week ‘I Like Your 
Nerve’ (FN) and ‘Is There Justice?’ 


$3,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 25-40) 
‘Wicked’ (Fox). Fair at $3,500. 
Last week ‘Honor of Family’ (WB) 
also $3,500. 


















Summary for week ending Oct. 24: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 





A new explanation is offered for | ———1931——, 
the backwardness of bonds and sl as Sales Issue and rate. 
fixed-return senior issues, particu-| 3 teres American PORE cvcccsccececescen 
5 3% 5.900 Conmmel. Wim... ..-sceccécs . 
larly in the light of looming infla-| 18% 7% 6,500 Consol, Film pfd, (2) 
tion. If inflation goes to any length, | 185% 93 22,900 Eastman Kodak (8). 
of course, all the benefit will go to sine a% sht'eee Fox, Class A......., 
common stocks, which represent| j5 1a: "Sab Gen. tte ee 
partnerships in industry, so that | 101% Alig Keith pref. (M1... 
large earnings under free money| 63% 27% WERT TAOW | BS oo hiccctciccicces 
conditions will bring rewards to a * po MEG, Bret. Cie) «sven eens 
stockholders. The same thing is Madison Sq. Garden teeeee = 316 3% 314 
27 20 esee-. Met-G-M pref. (1.89) 21K 
not true of senior stocks and bonds, | 75 13 INT. SR Ge Gee 
which represent a fixed return in 50% 10% 56,600 Paramount (stk)..... Ssecsebabes 14% 13% 14% 41% 
dollars and bond interest dollars do rig 1 $708 Pathe Exchange.......... o0esee 1% 1 1 “ 
not increase as their purchasing onu 1 rf Pathe, Class Mb dehthasdee2een . 4% 3% 4 4+ % 
1 2714 0% 188,800 Radio Corp........... eecceses 14% 13 14% 17 
power diminishes, as it would under | 24% 6% 42,200 RKO ....... Saccscstedeaderececa’ aE 8% 9” a 
extreme inflation. m4); 2 “< DUNS 55 kereth's3.690 ceded eteenes 2 1 1 + Fh 
od J , - ; ’, 
Fox moved up cautiously with the | 20% <M  Oa000. Warmer Broke * we he 
market swing, but volume remained | 40% e . PKS ee Do pref. (3.85) ; = bhi oe 
_ i 107% 39%; ; : ss +. 17 bid 
small, leaving the improvement ane oe 98,600 W estinghouse 2. 50% 455% 49% +42 
without much signficanee. Passing| °* 490 Zenith Radio 1% 1% 1% + % 
of the dividend has somewhat 
robbed the stock of its speculative | 72 4% 300 Columbia Picts., v.t.c. (75+)... 6% ° 5% 6%, 9 
interest. General Theatres showed| *% 1% = 15,900 = Forest Radio........sseeeees 214 18 214 +4 
no action at all, stock of both kinds | ‘éy iu “Kidd Fox Thettres..-.s sw iy iy EM 
holding. close to extreme lows and| 31% 2 17,200 Gen. Theat. Eq. pf.....-c.0 fox 2% 2” a i 
the bonds about on the bottom and 15% 2% Sew DOUMNOONOE in nccccccccceccecce 4% 4% 4% ~ i 
attracting small attention. 13% 1% 1,200 Trans SOEs ba 6etekenchenedeuses 2% 2% 2% as 
_ Next market milestone is the BONDS 
Steel dividend meeting this (Tues.) | 74 12 $61,000 Gen. Theat. Eq. '40.........0005 14 12 13 —13, 
afternoon to vote on the dividend| 78% pl PE petal aS 50% BO -. =e 
and publish the quarterly income| 39% 51 ot, oo, os 8% 87% 88 —1% 
statement, which is expected to be] 97 60 11,000 Par-Fam-Lasky @'s. 47.005 5557 9% <6 age OP 
plenty headache. Believed the com- 89% 56% 31,000 Par-Pub 5'4’c, '59......sseeees . 65 6014 62 eect 
pany will continue the $4 annual ao os yer ge CPB. scvvesee reteeeeeeee oe os 7% last 
rate, paying the quarter out of sur-| ‘” : arner Bros. 6's, '39.......++.+ 46% 41% 2, 3% 
plus again. Also today the British ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
general election will be decided. A All Quoted for Saturday 
victory for the MacDonald govern- , Produce Exchange, N. Y. . 
ment would be bullish; victory for ee o 00 —— pean Ra ena Py WY: 2% 2% 2% — % 
the Labor and Liberal movement} |. VOPR SNS VOUNTEN, HH. Ve 
would be bearish, with all signs| "ft; Asked. a ee 
pointing to a return of the Mac-| 30, SL  asdiss’ | Wat @Bicce3.. avisueikiestucke “a 3S 
Donald regime. a” 1 eooese «=—6§ UG DOs ccccsvecsscecocece ecco es oe be 


DETROIT LAGS: 
‘GARDEN’ IN 
VAN-$18,000 


Detroit, Oct. 26. 

Business is just fair with ‘Unholy 
Garden’ doing the trade of the 
week with holdover week of ‘Notre 
Dame’ holding up well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan — ‘Beloved Bachelor’ 
(Par) (4,045; 15-25-35-60). Looks 
thin, $28,000. Last week ‘24 Hours’ 
(Par) weak at $27,700. 

Fox—‘Big Gamble’ (Radio) (5, 
100; 15-25-50). Playing a Radio 
picture with 100 men in special or- 
chestra for week; will get around 
$29,000, light. , 

Fisher—‘Honor of Family®« WB) 
and stage show (2,300; 15-25-35-60), 
Belle Baker in person for a fair 
$17,000. Last week ‘Road to Reno’ 
(Par) and Fifi D’Orsay on stage, 
$17,600, 

Downtown—‘Notre Dame’ (U) 
(2,750; 15-25-50). Great exploita- 
tion for about $12,000 on second 
week, Last week a big $19,000. 

United Artists—‘Unholy Garden’ 
(UA) (2,108; 15-25-35-60-75). Gete 
ting a nice play for biggest biz 
in town; around $18,000, but only 
three weeks at outside. Last week 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA) only $5,900 on 
final five days (third week). 

Paramount—‘Susan Lenox (M-G) 
(3,448; 15-25-35-60). Out tomorrow 
(Tuesday); will do about $7,900 in 
five days. Last week, its second, 
$13,500. 

State—‘Left Over Ladies’ (Tiff) 
(3,000; 15-25-50). Midnight show 
Sat. got some extra dough; will 
wind up at about $7,000. 


‘LENOX’ ON BIG $29,000 
HANDCUFFS ALL PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 26. 
(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 
Nothing to it but Garbo this weék, 
Despite the absence of stage shows, 
the Penn is likely to break a record 
this week with ‘Susan Lenox.’ On 
account of recently lowered scale, 
however, won’t come near house’s 
high mark. Indications of $29,000, 
about 10 grand better than anything 
since pit boys went on strike. 


This business making itself felt in 
rival downtown centers, however, 
with grosses generally off all along 
the line. ‘Devotion,’ at the Stanley, 
feeling the opposition plenty and 
will be lucky to skim through to @ 
weak $15,500, while ‘Cisco Kid,’ at 
Warner, likewise feeling the pinch, 


WB shot ‘Monkey Business’ into 
Davis for a second downtown run 
following great week recently at 
Stanley and Marx picture alone 
managing to stand up. Sheridan 
Square, in East Liberty, expects to 
go ahead on a weekly change policy 
with second runs following short 
period of split weeks. Current is 
‘Palmy Days’ and just fair at pos- 
sible $3,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 10-25-50)— 
‘Monkey Business’ (Par). still 
showing strength after big week 
downtown at Stanley recently; on 
second run should better $4,500, 
good. Last week double feature, 
‘Honor of Family’ (WB) and ‘Tabu’ 
(Par), about same. : 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 10-15- 
25-35-50)—‘The Brat’ (Fox). Weak 
entry for this site after recent siege 
of b. 0. draws; unlikely to wind up 
better than $4,000, not so hot. Last 
week ‘My Sin’ (Par) got the women; 
mat trade meant fine $8,200. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-20-30-40) 
—Murder at Midnight’ (Tiff) and 
Hoot Gibson western. Combo okay 
for this grind, with indications of 
nice $2,900. Last week ‘Purple Sage’ 
(Fox) biggest here in some timeé, 
$3,500. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50- 
60)—‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G). Garbo 
still the biggest around here; seems 
like swell $29,000 session, maybe 
better. Last week ‘Unholy Garden 
(UA) fair just under $18,000. 

Sheridan Square (RKO) (1,800; 
10-15-25-35-50)—‘Palmy Days’ (UA). 
Weakness of Cantor picture down- 
town also apparent on this second 
run; maybe $3,500. Last week ‘Street 
Scene’ (UA) around $5,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Devotion’ (Pathe). Despite Ann 
Harding, local fav, unable to with- 
stand stiff competition block away; 
hardly looks to better $15,500. Last 
week ‘Notre Dame’ (U) good at $21,- 
000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox). Feeling Garbo 
pinch, too, and expected to nestle 
down with unsatisfactory $8,000. 
|Last weck ‘Personal Maid’ (Par) 
laround $10,000, 
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| 10,000,000 SETH PARKER 


'| RADIO FANS MASSING 
FOR FESTIVE RUSH TO 
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TWENTIETH CENTUR 






A WORLD TURNED 





MAGIC OF MACHINE AGE AND INVINCIBLE 
HUMAN SPIRIT MERGED IN SMASH BOX-OFFICE 
ATTRACTION AT PRECISELY THE RIGHT TIME! 


NEW COLOSSUS OF THE RADIO, 
Seth Parker has Lived Until Now in the Mists of the 


World’s Imagination... Now He Springs into Life 
























Upon the Screen, Emerging From Out the Chaos of 











the Hour an Inspired Figure in a Grand Big Show! 
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MELODRAMA WARM AS THE HEART OF CREATION 
Directed by William Seiter . . . . Story by Jane Murfin 





Like a God-sent beam of sweetness and light, Seth Parker brings a dynamic 
new note to show business ... just when it is sorely needed, 


As a radio personality he has shot up like a meteor, millions following his 
Sunday night broadcasts reverently. These millions certainly are going to see 
him on the screen while other millions will flock to see the whopping big melo- 
drama in which he makes his screen debut. 


RKO Radio tells you NOW to prepare for one of the freak show scoops of the 
decade ... Watch for sensational exhibition and promotion plans! 
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Ths time for STRAIGHT TALK 
ond CLEAR THINKING 


WARNER BROS. smashed every 
precedent to give you the great- 
est product in the history of this 


business ...MORE THAN YOUR CON- 
TRACT CALLS FOR 





We've done more 
than OUR share 
to put your theatre 
on a profit basis. 
If you are still 
WOLT VRID. oo. cccaiccies 


sk Lfousself 


MAN fo MAN e 


-are you doing everything in 
YOUR power to get every 
penny out of every picture: ” 


WARNERS HAVE DELIVERED 
Now it’s up to you:.... 
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CABLE ADDRESS: VARIETY, LONDON 
Temple Bar 5041-5042 
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Foreign Heads Meet, but No Action, 


Tend to Minimize Situation for Press 


—— > 








Foreign heads of major film com- 
panies held several meetings in New 
York last week but nothing was 
decided on how to combat present 
world conditions according to re- 
port. 

Although most of the picture men 
are inclined to tone down conditions 
when talking about them to news- 
papermen, it is believed that the 
drastic nature of affairs abroad 
brought about quick recalls of most 
of the foreign department execs. 
Arthur Kelly of United Artists, J. 
H. Seidelman of Paramount, and 
Clayton Sheehan of Fox have re- 
turned from Europe within the past 
weeks. Ambrose Dowling, of Radio, 
figuring on a trip abroad about this 
time, has called it off for the time 
being. 


All On Tap 
While there is no concerted ac- 
tion proposed by the various foreign 
execs, the sudden appearance in 


New York of all of them is pre- 
sumed to indicate a feeling that ac- 
tion of some sort must be taken by 
American film companies, and 
quickly, if European properties of 
American filmdom are to be sal- 
vaged. 

It is pointed out that concerted 
action by Americans is virtually 
impossible abroad, even if desired, 
because the companies operate in 
different ways over there. Some 
have exchanges of their own, others 
have affiliations, or agents, and still 
others have no definite tieups. 


WB SCORE IN FRANCE; 
‘BEGGAR’S OPERA’ 0.K.’D 


Paris, Oct. 26. 

Warner Brothers finally won its 
battle against the censors on ‘Beg- 
gar’s Opera’ with the picture okayed 
for local release, Move came after 
Warners protested: to the Ministry 
against holding up of film. 

Picture goes into the. Ursulines 
early in November, replacing’ ‘Blue 
Angel.’ 











Considerable protest was raised in 
France by other film companies 
when it was learned the censors 
were withholding ‘Beggar’s Opera’ 
and insisted on slashing it. War- 
ner’s protested against the cuts, 
and, as stated above, have won 
largely through the aid of the 
French film industry generally. 

Understood in the trade the move 
on the part of the censor board 
was unwarranted and is a sort of 
punishment of Warners for having 
made «Fifty Million Frenchmen.’ 
Many films considerably rougher 
than ‘Beggar’s Opera’ in every way 
have been passed in France with no 
objection. 


G-B’s Special Dies 


London, Oct. 26. 

‘Happy Ending’ (Gaumont Brit- 
ish) was yanked from the New 
Gallery after five days to only 
$2,000 business. It’s the shortest 
run yet for this house. 

What makes the blow tougher is 
that the picture is a special, hav- 
ing cost $200,000 to make. 











Foreign Commission to 
Study Am. Film Biz 


Geneva, Oct. 26. 
of French and Swiss 
Chambers of Commerce has decided 
to send a research commission to 
America to study picture business. 
Idea is to study all phases of the 
industry, with special attention to 
Production methods and employ- 
ment conditions, 

Commission sails from Havre 
Nov. 11, with no time limit set for 
their American stay. 


Union 





‘Crackers’ Cracks 


London, Oct. 26. 
Marx Brothers’ ‘Animal Crackers’ 
(Par), collapsed suddenly under the 
local election strain. It will be re- 
Placed Wednesday (28) by Tallulah 
Bankhead's ‘My Sin’ (Par). 





Original intention had been to 
hola ‘Crackers’ three more weeks | 
ind follow in with ‘Man of Mayfair,’ | 
Paramount's newest British-made. | 


Sierra Carts Hollywood 
Novel Home to Madrid 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

After a year at Metro and Fox, 
Martinez Sierra, Spanish playwright, 
and Catalena Barcena (Mrs. Sierra), 
actress, left here Friday (23) for 
Madrid. Will produce Spanish shorts 
and direct for Paramount at Join- 
ville, France, in the spring. 

Sierra, who neads a large Spanish 


publishing house, bought and took 
with him ‘Hollywood Boulevard,’ 
satirical novel on films, by Fer- 


nando Rondon, picture correspond- 
ent ‘for 12 Spanish language news- 
papers. Sierra’ is publishing in 
Spanish, with Rondon looking for an 
American publisher to translate. 


UNION THEAS. 
LIQUIDATING 


Sydney, Oct. 26. 

Union Theatres, Ltd., is going into 
voluntary liquidation for the pur- 
pose of reconstruction. New com- 
pany will be called Greater Union 
Theatres, Ltd., and will have a 
capital of $5,000,000. 

New company will lease and pur- 
chase the assets, including theatres, 
of the old company. It is free of 
the onerous obligations of the old 
company. 

Union has no connection with Fox 
Films or Hoyt’s,. the latter Austra- 
lian under Fox central, 











Above is the text of a cable re- 
ceived by ‘Variety’ from Sydney 
and signed .by ,Stuard Doyle, gen. 
mer., of Greatér Union Theatres, 
Ltd. 


Return of Dean to. London 
For ATP’s Reorganization 


ae London, Oct. 26. 

General reorganization of Associ- 
ated Talking Pictures is the sub- 
ject of trade rumors with the re- 
turn of Basil Dean, 
unit, due back from 
shortly. This is the Dean: outfit 
making quota product for RKO, . 

Already Robert Cullen, studio 
manager, and Jack Raymond have 
been let out of the production per- 
sonnel, A Jack Buchanan feature 
scheduled as first for the new 
Ealing studios, has been called off, 
with Buchanan disassociating him- 
self from the enterprise. 

Courtauld’s, silk trust, which ad- 
vanced the unit $2,500,000 for ex- 
pansion and which held a mortgage 
on the physical plant under the 
original transaction, now holds a 
mortgage on the site of the studio 
as well. 

Further suggesting a change in 
the Dean-RKO relations is that 
Pathe, Ltd., a new company result- 
ing from the split-up of Pathe- 
First National, starts functioning 
next week under John Maxwell, and 
thus indirectly is linked to British 
International. 

Its first group of undertakings 
will be three BIP subjects starting 
with ‘Many Waters,’ first effort of 
Associated Metropolitan. 








German Titles! 


’ Erfurt, Oct. 17. 
The Ufa has 6pened a new theatre 
at Erfut. 
The first piclure exhibited will be 
Ufa’s ‘Bomben auf Monte Carlo’ 
(Bombs Over ionte Carlo). 





Cologne, Oct. 17. 
The new Ufa theatre Ufa Palast 
am Ring has recently been finished 
and opened on October 15, with 
‘Boniben auf Monte Carlo,’ running 
with success in Western Germany. 


U.A.’s 2 with A.B.C. 


London, Oct. 26. 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA) was trade- 
shown here Thursday (22) and im- 
mediately taken by John Maxwell 
for the Associated British Cinemas 
A. B. C. has 176 houses. 
Street Scene’ also booked 


head of the 
the States” 


METRO-HAKIM DEAL 


Three Films to Be Made in Eng- 
land for Am. Company 








Metro has finally arranged for 
quota production in England, mak- 
ing a complete lineup of American 
producers on the other side. Metro's 
deal, completed in London Wednes- 
day (21) is with Eric Hakim. It 
calls for three pictures to be made 
in the Gainsborough Studios, Lon- 
don, 

No strings to the deal after those 
three films. The B. I. deal fell 
through because the English com- 
pany turned down Metro’s terms. 


PATHE-TOBIS 
FOREIGN DEAL 


Tom Delehanty, for Pathe, has 
completed a deal between that 
firm and Tobis for distribution and 
co-production in Central Europe. 
Arrangements were completed in 
London with Dr, Deutsch append- 
ing his signature for Tobis. 

Details, as explained by Dele- 
hanty in a phone conversation to 
his New York office, call for Tobis 
to handle all Pathe distribution in 
Central Europe. France is still not 
contacted by Pathe through agents 
or otherwise. In Italy Pathe has an 
arrangement with Pittaluga. 

Pathe and Tobis will jointly 
make one film in Germany to be 
started as soon as practical. Con- 
tract calls for more pictures to fol- 
low.if Pathe finds the product sat- 
isfactory. 

While Delehanty went to Europe 
primarily to close the .Tobis matter, 
under discussion for some time, he 
will remain over there for the 
present. 











Evans Steering Agamst 
G-B with Vaude Out and 
Films Substituting 


London, Oct. 26. 

R. H. Gillespie and Moss Empires 
are now set for a substitution of 
films for vaude on every possible 
place on the Moss Empire circuit. 
Will Evans and Col. Bromhead are 
doing the substituting, with what- 
ever vaudeville is left to be under 
Charles Gulliver. 

Switch goes in almost immedi- 
ately,- with Gillespie understood 
ready to vacate shortly, 

Understanding is that the switch 
is really a slap by the Evans in- 
terests (including Lord Beaver- 
brook and Sir William Jury) 
against Gaumont British. Inference 
is drawn in the trade Moss Empires 
is now out to get together a chain 
of about 60 theatres, 

Sir William Jury, previously not 
realized to be in on the deal, is a 
veteran film man here and former 
head of Metro's local offices, 





Fox’s Foreign Policy 
Awaits Wurtzel’s Ideas 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Fox will make a Spanish version 
of ‘Yellow Ticket’ but the studio's 
foreign plans beyond that await the 
return here of Sol Wutrtzel from 
Europe. Studio is now completing 
‘Bad Girl’ in Spanish. 

Wurtzel is expected to bring back 
info from abroad as to future pos- 
sibilities. 





Gaumont, in Scrap with 3 Big Am. 


Distribs, Must 


Theatre Must Pay Royalty 
For Music; Exhibs Appeal 


Belgrade, Oct. 

Whether or not talkers 
pay music royalties every time pro- 
jected is still causing a consider- 
able headache. Two contradictory 
opinions have been brought on the 
question in a Zagreb court within 
the past few weeks, with that mak- 
ing things even more complicated. 
Latest decision is that picture the- 
atres must pay royalty, even if the 
producing company had already 
paid them during the production 
stage. 

Result was that several picture 
houses here had to make cash re- 
funds to the audience Thursday 
night (22), when the Court Com- 
mission appeared suddenly to stop 





26. 


have to! 


the film. To make sure, the court 
authorities took the film and the 
projection. apparatus away until 


such time as the royalties are paid. 

Theatres are dissatisfied and have 
appealed to a higher court for a 
final verdict. 


FRENCH-MADES 
FALLING DOWN 


Paris, Oct. 26. 
With a few exceptions. current 
locally released films are all very 
bad. Local product is especially 
deficient in continuity and dialog, 
due to skimping of writing staffs. 
Customers are pretty much dissat- 
isfied and have been showing it. 
The few exception to this condi- 
tion are reaping the benefits by 
getting extra good business. Three 
pictures are doing especially 
well, ‘Gatecrasher’ (Pathe-Natan), 
‘Trader Horn’ (Metro) and ‘Marius’ 
(Par-Joinville). 











} amount, 


Fall Back on Fox 


> 


London, Oct. 17. 


A battle is on between Gaumont 


British and three of the leading 


American film 
Metro 
The trouble 
Par started 
company 
here. 


producers—Par- 
and United Artists. 
between G. B. 
when the American 
began building theatres 
Gaumont insisted Paramount 
films booked by it should be given 
first general release on G. B. Par- 
amount agreed to this where pos- 
sible, but insisted its own Astoria 
chain had the first choice. 


and 


Consequently Gaumont is not 
booking Paramount pictures, 
The battle between the major 


British circuit and Metro is due to 
G. B. insisting all Metro films 
booked by it should play the New 
Victoria theatre, London, immedi- 
ately after shown at Metro's own 
Empire, London, 

The American firm would not 
agree to this. It suggested a gap 
of three months between the two 
pre-releases should be fixed. 

After the deadlock had lasted 
some. time Metro signed with 
Phil Hyams, an indie exhibitor in 
Victoria, whose theatre, the Metro- 
pole, is in direct opposition to Gau< 


(Continued on page 21) 


2D ITALIAN PICTURE 
PRODUCER IN ROME 


Rome, Oct. 15. 

The second Italian talking film 
producing plant of any size has 
been opened in Rome under the 
name of the Caesar Film Co. The 
company is in competition to the 
Cines Co., formed by the late Ste- 
fano Pittaluga. 

Machinery for the Caesar Film 
has been supplied by the German 
firm, Tobis-Klang. Directors of the 
new company are Deputy Barattoalo, 
Dr. Bruno Bianchi, Adriano Lualkil, 
Febo Mari and the German, Fried- 
rich Feher. German and Italian 








Tobis-Ufa Using One 
House in Chi Deal 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Tobis pictures go into the arty 
Ciema shortly in conjunction with 
Ufa product. Tobis was in the loop 
Monroe for about three weeks. Ufa 
has an exclusive contract with the 
Cinema but this is being worked 
out to allow both companies to 
play the single spot. 

In line with his announced policy 
of a strictly German line-up at 
the Cinema, Louis Machat will not 
play ‘Should A Doctor Tell?’, Eng- 
lish talker, in spite of it having 
been bought and paid for. Machat 
has secured the permission from Si 
iriever, local distributor, to resell 
the film to any other theatre in 
the city. 





Dutch Censor 2 Germans 


The Hague, Oct. 26, 

Dutch Board of Censors turned 
down two more pictures this week, 
barring them completely for this 
territory. 

Pictures are ‘Die Maske Faellt’ 
(The Mask Falls’), United Artists 
yerman version, and ‘Feind im Blut’ 
(Blood Fiend), German Presens film. 








Mexicos Tax Not 


Mexico Making 


Invoked Until 
Own Film Talkers 





Mexico City, Oct. 26. 

Ortiz Rubio, president of Mexico, 
has promised local picture folk that 
the new 1,000% raise in taxes on 
imported product will not be put 
into effect until the Republic can 
make its own talkers. Old duties 
will continue in effect until such 
time, the President promised. 

President's promise was given to 





|a delegation of Mexican exhibitors 
'who visited him urging repeal of 
|the new duties on non-Spanish 
| films and discs. Exhibitors pointed 





out that they represented about 800 
picture houses in the Republic. All 
would have to close and quit the 
picture business if the new law 
continued, they stated. 

Exhibs are pretty thoroughly 
pleased with the president’s answer. 
It will be a long time, they feel, be- 
fore pictures can be made in Mex- 
ico of sufficient quality and quan- 


tity to fill the theatres, and if such | 


a time 
fectly 


does arrive they are per- 
willing to switch to local 


i product. 


capital are behind the enterprise. 

Studios were inaugurated by Min- 
ister Bottai. A section of the first 
film to be made by the Caesar Co. 
was registered before the guests in- 
vited for the opening ceremony. The 
well known Italian actress, Emma 
Grammatica, has the lead in the 
first film of the new company. 

The chief part of the Caesar Co.’s 
program will be the making of films 
‘for export to Germany, the dubbing 
ef German films for the Italian mar- . 
ket, and a limited production of 
new films for general distribution. 
Studios are on the Appian Way, not 
far from the Cines plant. 


FRENCH AFTER EDGE 
ON GERMAN MARK 


Paris, Oct. 26. 

Proceeding on the presumption 
that German currency is heading 
for inflation, French producers are 
beginning to work extensively on 
production in Germany on a credit 
basis. Idea is to cover the balances 
with the cheapened marks when 
that time rolls around. 

Among the more recent deals of 
that nature is that of Osso who has 
tied up in Berlin and Munich to 
make six Franco-German bilinguals. 
He got the credit for the pictures 
from Ufa and Emelka, 

Delac and Vandal, another French 
concern, although already with Ger- 
man affiliations, is now werking to- 
wards strengthening them and get- 
ting greater immediate value, 











ONLY ONE CONTRACT 


After three weeks of voice test- 
ing of every available German, 
French and Italian actor and act- 
ress, Metro has given up the quest 
without a single talent acquisition. 
Studio wanted people for dubbing 
purposes, but has decided, as orig- 
inally, all this talent will have to 
come from abroad. 

George Kann, conducting the 
New York hunt, sailed for Europe 
last night (Monday). Only contract 
handed out by him was to Eric 
Possallt, publicity agent for the 
Ufa-Carlton theatres in Newark. 
Possallt leaves immediately for 
California to write German dialog. 
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WARNING! esi 


OWING TO THE SENSATIONAL NATURE OF “EAST OF BORNEO” 
(YOU WILL YELL. AND SCREAM AT THE STRANGEST SIGHTS YOU 
HAVE EVER. SEEN) .THE MANAGEMENT REQUESTS THOSE WHO 


HAVE WEAK HEARTS AND THOSE WHO-CANNOT STAND EXCITE- 
| MENT NOT: TO ATTEND “EAST OF BORNEO.” 
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with ROSE HOBERT and CHAS. BICKFORD 
A GRIPPING TALE THAT WILL 


vour war stan ovEND! FIRST SHOW 
— SAT. 11 AM 


MIGHTIEST MELODRAMA 
ROMANCE EVER 
CONCEIVED IN 
THE MIND OF 
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HERE IS ACTION 
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Pavenue 


=ROX 
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By Epes W. Sargent 





Covering a Raise 
Herkimer, N.Y. 
happened here .in 
Sparks, of the 


Because it all 
Herkimer, Lester 
Liberty, raised his prices for 
‘American Tragedy,’ knowing that 
practically everyone in town would 
want to see it. But instead of 
merely advertising an advance in 
price, Sparks took the space to deny 
that the admission would not be $1.50. 
That was so much more than the 
hoist that the public was recon- 
ciled to the advance $1 and figured it 
was getting off light. 

Sparks was fortunate in being 
able to get the love letters written 
by Grace Brown to Chester Gillette 
and also getting a press story from 
the judge who presided at the trial. 
Even with a natural, he figured that 
it took advertising to get it over. 


Matched Marxes 


Tucson, Ariz. 

With every merchant in town in 
on a downtown fall fashion show 
in their shop windows, and a crowd 
ef 5,000 persons on the street, Roy 
P. Drachman worked a variant on 
the quartered card to get attention 
for ‘Monkey Business.’ Heralds 
were printed with a picture of one 
of the four Marx brothers on each 
one and an offer of free admission 
to all four if the holder could match 
up with the holders of the others 
in the set. 

There were not many of the Zep-, 
po pictures out, which made it a 
simple matter to hold down the free 
gate, but everyone kept hunting, 
which made plenty of advertising. 


Varies Cake Gag 


Stockton, Cal. 

Most theatres. have a big birthday 
eake with an estimate contest on 
its weight. N. O. Turner, of the 
California, hit off on a new line. 
He promoted 2,000 small cakes from 
a local baker, each nicely cased in 
a cardboard box with copy for the 
baker, but.the leading fact that this 
Was an anniversary cake from the 
theatre. 

. These were delivered to women in 
the surrounding towns to build up 
the suburban patronage, and men- 
tion of the cakes at ticket buying 
time, proved that the recipients 
were responsive, : 


Corner Pieces 
New York. 
Loew's State has very ornamen- 
tal corner pieces for the entrance, 
for the run of “Street Scene.” In- 
stead of the usual skyline, a single 
skyscraper, about 10 feet tall, done 
in blue, with cutout windows is 
placed over the usual corner boards 
in the lobby, with the title and 
playérs lettered in brighter colors, 
the blue being a deep tint. 
The corners are gtting more at-. 
tention than the usual displays. 


Went to the Fair 


Provo, Utah. 

Instead of fighting the county 
fair, Starr A. Duel took booth space 
for the Paramount theatre, with 
a camera and a projector for ex- 
hibits, adding a 16mm. projector 
with some snappy newsreel stuff to 
get the attention. A loud speaker 
permitting him to spiel to the crowd 
about the current and coming at- 
tractions, and he figures that he 
got his message over to about 75% 
of the crowd. 


Without Interference 
New Haven. | 
Fox-Poli pulled one to publicize 
‘Wallingford. Dapper young man 
stood on Central Green at the noon 
hour offering to sell $5 gold pieces 
at $4.50. Of a crowd of 300 listeners 
there were only two takers, the mob 
figuring it either a racket or that 
the guy was nuts. Eventually the 
young man made known the ‘Wal- 
lingford’ connection, 
Cops didn’t interfere as in some 
other towns. 


Picking "Em Out 


Torrington, Conn. 
A ‘Four Horseman’ contest. in 
connection with ‘Spirit of Notre 
Dame’ at the Palace exceeded ex- 


pectations. Pictures of six football 
players were run in a local news- 
paper and contestants were given a 
free ticket for selecting the Four 
Horsemen from the group. More 
than 300 letters poured in, the man- 
agement being forced to increase 
the number of free tickets offered. 

Got 200 Critics 
Lowell, Mass. 

J. J. Dempsey used the amateur 
eritic angle for exploitation of 
‘American Tragedy,’ but he handled 
it on new lines, getting more space 
from the collaborating paper. 

‘Courier-Citizen’ announced that it 
wanted 200 reviewers of the picture, 
which was to be shown at a pre- 
view the night before the opening. 
Applicants wrote the paper their 
reasons why they thought them- 
selves qualified and paper picked 200 
to receive tickets. All reviews were 
posted in the lobby and the best of 


‘them printed in the paper. Printed 
notices carried cash prizes. Stunt 
drew nine stories as reading matter. 
Prize won by a local teacher. Best 
payoff was oral advertising follow- 
ing preview. 


Free Taxi—One Way 

2 Syracuse, N. Y. 
With patronage being diverted to 
the neighborhood houses by. the 
acute parking problem in the down- 
town area, R. S. Jones, of the Para- 
mount, has an arrangement with a 
cab service. Patrons are advised to 
leave their machines at home and 
avoid traffic and parking worries. 
“Ride a Yellow Cab to the Para- 
mount—return trip free,’ is the sug- 
gestion, 


Tied to a National 


Amsterdam, N. Y. 

Fast work got:an extra kick for 
S. Harold Burgess, asst. mgr. of one 
of the Shea houses here. He noted 
in a Schnectady morning paper that 
a cigaret ad was using a cut of 
Jack Holt and he knew that it 
would run in the afternoon paper, 
in his town, so he hustled over and 
got his ad placed alongside the to- 
bacco splash. 


Calendar Come-On 
San Antonio. 

For ‘Squaw Man’ Publix-Aztec 
placed a huge calendar on side of 
house a couple of weeks in advance 
of showing. Each day marked a 
block from the sheet and placed un- 
der calendar large sign showing 
number of days remaining before 
picture opened. Large circle around 
opening date. 

Not so unusual, but calendar ina 
position for thousands to see and 
interest evident. 


Breathing Dummies 


Loew's State theatre, Los Angeles, 
recently borrowed a dummy from 
a wax works show. It was a me- 
chanical effect which caused the 
chest to heave realistically. With 
the spectator kept away by a rope 
barrier, it had them guessing as 
to whether it was a real woman, or 
on the lines of the mechanical men. 
Dummies are not easy to borrow, 
but if you can get hold of a good 
wax head you can fake the rest for 
yourself. It is done with a sheet of 
metal rounded to suggest a human 
chest. This is moved up and down 
by a cam, which can be merely a 
wooden wheel geared to very slow 
motion. It is not circular, but one 
side is about two or three inches 
further from the axle than the 
other. With this under the bed- 
elothes a realistic simulation of 
breathing can be effected, partic- 
ularly if the light is not very 


bright. Good for lobbies and store 
windows, or for a niche in the 
fover. 


The State intimated it might be 
a hypnotic sleep, induced by ‘The 
Spider.” You can write your own 
connection or use it as a straight 
stunt. 


Progressive Collection 


Making an effort to assemble 
packages of samples for a matinee 
stunt, 2 manager was met with sev- 
eral objections that if the mer- 
chants gave out the samples in 
their own stores, they might make 
some sales on the side. 

That seemed reasonable, so the 
manager changed his scheme. He 
arranged with ten merchants to get 
some sample product for distribu- 
tion. All of them contributed the 
cost of 1,500 shopping bags, which 
the theatre had printed up with an 
announcement of coming attrac- 
tions and a list of the stores offer- 
ing sample copies. 

These bags were given to the wo- 
men attending the matinees and 
served as coupons for the samples. 
Each woman did her own collect- 
ing, going from store to store with 
her bag. Each store crossed its 
name off the list as the sample was 
handed over, to prevent dupliza- 
tions, and the stunt proved a bet- 
ter advertisement for everyone 
than a single package distribution. 

All of the stores contributed ad- 
vertisirg space to the stunt and 
combined on a throwaway. The 
theatre played up the idea in the 
lobby and on the screen. 





Over-Plugging 
San Antonio. 

Example of overplugged exploita- 
tion at the Empire, indie, in con- 
nection with ‘Last Flight.’ Hull of 
wrecked plane recovered, and, bear- 
ing name of picture, mounted on 
top of marque. Crashes so common 
here hardly anyone looked at it, 


Racing Turtle 


: Galveston, 
Homer LeTempt of the Queen 
(Publix) got in a plug for ‘Palmy 
Days,’ when he entered a turtle in 
a terrapin derby under this name. 
Turtie trained for the race in a 
cage on the sidewalk in front of the 
theatre. 








Cheer Leader Night 


St. Paul, Oct. 26. 

Here’s one not in the book 
on ‘Spirit of Notre Dame.’ 

Ray O’Connell, at the Or- 
pheum, is staging a_ cheer 
leaders’ night. Handing the 
audience over to the various 
high school tonsil agitators, 
theatre is giving prizes to the 
lads who get the most response 
in arousing the customers to 
join in yell for his own school. 

A panic if the house can be 
made to catch the spirit of the 
thing. 











Non Ests 

Having noticed a recent comment 
in ‘Variety’ regarding the excessive 
use of superlative adjectives in 
ready-made ads in the press books, 
A. P. Waxman, of RKO-Pathe 
sends over a dozen recent books, 
with full sets of prepared news- 
paper ads, and not a single ‘est’ 
adjective in the lot. He does his 
selling on provocative situations in 
the story with a sufficiently varied 
appeal to keep the displays in their 
various propositions from looking 
all alike, and he does better selling 
than the most ambitious parade of 
the circus vocabulary. 
Proving that it can be done. 
probably to better results. 


On ‘Notre Dame’ 


Lawrence, Mass. 

Hooking the local eleven to ‘Notre 
Dame’ was one angle used by M. 
Melincott, of the Warner theatre 
here, to sell ‘Spirit of Notre Dame.’ 
He got out a ticket in. fair imita- 
tion of those used for regular 
games, but printed to suggest it 
was a contest between the local 
boys and the Irish. Lawrence and 
Notre Dame were given so much 
larger display that at first glance 
it looked like a ticket for a game 
between the two. 


Local Cast by Vote 
Yonkers, N. Y. 
Proctor’s (RKO), and the Yonk- 
ers ‘Herald,’ have launched a 
scheme to publicize the therire and 
arouse newspaper reader ‘interest. 
Plan, is production of a full-length 
film by pupils of the various high 


And 


schools. Paper is giving the stunt 
a couple of columns a day and:the 
theatre shows a regular trailer. 
Director chooses the scenario 
from contest but cast candidates 
to be selected by vote of paper's 
readers, recorded by means of cou- 
pon which appears daily. Race 
continues three weeks, Finished 
picture to be shown three days. 


Gun Display 
Denver. 

For a couple of days previous and 
during the showing of ‘Murder at 
Midnight’ Manager Shuttee of the 
Rialto had a showcase out in front 
filled with tools and weapons of 
death seized by local police in the 
past two years. 

Display caused more people to 
stop and look than anything the 
theatre has done in recent months. 


Bumper Cards 


Akron, O. 

Edward <Austgen, of.the Loew 
theatre, has found a new one, Bum- 
per cards... Heavy pasteboard strips, 
6 by 48 inches, punched to take 
cord and designed to fit on the 
front bumpers of taxis and private 
cars, Beats the spare tire card in 
that it offers a front attack instead 
of a back view, cheaper to make, 
and easier to apply. 

Austgen is getting them on the 
taxis and delivery fleets and even 
private owners are asking for them. 
Copy is held at a minimum to per- 
mit easy reading. 


Aiming the Gun 


A recent exploitation report rec- 
orded that a picture with rather less 
than no child appeal had been ad- 
vertised by sending a horse-drawn 
merry-go-round to the _ different 
schools at dismissal time. In a 
vague way the stunt fitted in with 
the title of the play, and it was 
regarded as a great idea. 

As a matter of fact it probably 
was a boomerang. If it got the 
children, they were not interested 
and will be shy of the next few 
stunts. On the other hand, their 
elders, knowing the type of the 
story, probabiy frowned on the idea 
of trying to sell it to the kids. And 
if the children did not come there 
was a still further waste of effort. 
There were plenty of other ways of 
putting over that particular pic- 
ture, and probably other ways of 
using the perambulating carrousel. 
Shoot straight. 
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Reading, Pa. 
Succeeding Wolfson, Raymond 
Wolf is manager of Park, Reading. 


Reading, Pa. 
Earle Westbrooke, promoted to 
manager W. & V. National, Rich- 
mond, Va. James H. Maury suc- 
ceeds him at the Embassy. 


Grand Rapids. 
Frank Kleaver, recently mgr. of 
RKO-Keith’s here, now dark, is 
asst. mgr. of RKO Regent here. 
Kleaver relieves Robert L. Cook, 
who goes to the RKO house in 
Springfield, Il. 


Elizabeth, Ill. 
Grand opera house destroyed by 
fire. 


Cedar Rapids. 
Community players here erecting 
a $15,000 playhouse. 


Fall River, Mass. 
Pierce J. O’Brien. local theatre 
manager for more than 20 years, ap- 
pointed business manager of the Dur- 
fee, a Yamins house. Walter S. Can- 
ning, general manager for Yamins, 
will direct. William Ross, manager, 
and G. S. Wiley, assistant, have left 
the Durfee. 
Taunton, Mass. 
Linwood Curtis, former manager 
of Poli's Palace, Worcester, now 
manager of the Strand here. Suc- 
ceeds Albert McAvoy, transferred 
to Attleboro. 


Pine Bluff, Ark. 
Sam E. Coffin, now mgr. of Saen- 
ger theatre here. Succeeds Oscar 
Miller who goes to Dallas and Fort 
Worth on exploitation for RKO. 
San Diegc. 
Monte Carter, former picture 
comic, succeeds Roy Reid as man- 
ager of the Spreckles theatre, San 
Diego. 


Hollywood. 
Changes in the Hughes-Franklin 


chain have Earl Crabb, formerly 
its northwest division manager, 
switched to northern California. 


Fred Mercy, Jr., his assistant, steps 
into -the nh. w. post. 

(harles Koerner is in Texas as H. 
B. Frankiin’s personal rep. 





East Greenwich, R. I. 
Philip Smith, of Boston, has re- 
opened the Greenwich theatre here. 
John J. Dunnigan manager. 


Birmingham. 
Opening of Frank's new 900-seater 
at Abbeville, La., will be held on 
Thanksgiving. 


Denver. 


3ell theatre, Bell Fourche, S. D.; 
Loveland theatre, Loveland, Colo., 
reopened by R. C. Campbell Oct. 25, 
A. L. Perkins manager; following 
houses have closed: Gem, Somerset, 
Colo.; Rialto, Hot Springs, N. M.; 
Mountain Air, Mountain Air, N. M.; 
Eads, Eads, Colo. 

W. E. has installed sound in the 
Battle Mountain, Hot Springs, S. D.; 
Rex, Casper, Wyo., and Loveland, 
Loveland, Colo. E. E. Benjamin has 
sold the Arvada, Arvada, Colo., to 
N. P. Beckett. 


Bronx, NYC. 

Consolidated reopens Willis the- 
atre for week-ends only. Albert S. 
Nathan mgr. 

Hi Gainsborough has reopened the 
America, formerly Miner’s, with a 
new name, Central. Straight pic- 
tures, 





Birmingham. 
N. Edward Beck, publicity for 
Paramount-Publix, here to replace 
Billy Coury as ass’'t mgr. Alabama. 
Coury to mgr. at Knoxville, Tenn, 


; Quincy, Tl. 
Publix has reduced prices at the 
Washington to 35c top, children 10c; 
Orpheum, 25c top, children 10; Be- 
lasco, 20 and 10. The Belasco re- 
opened Sunday (18). 


Los Angeles. 

Harold B. Franklin has gone to 
Texas to spot Charles Koerner in 
the Rowley houses. Koerner’s 
Northern California job goes to 
Earl Crabb, northwest, with Fred 
Mercy, Jr., taking charge in that 
section. 





Los Angeles. 
County Fire Warden recalled per- 
mits to projectionists who had 
failed to pass the exams in Au- 
(Continued on page 37) 





M. L. Hart now manager of the}. 





Breezy Copy 
Holly wood, 
Macy’s star ad writer has a riy 
here on the coast in the man who 
gets up thé ads for Clark's Denar 
Stores. He has tried argument and 
announcement and now he hag 
switched to a comedy style that: ig 
getting readers whether they have 
a dollar or not. y 
He staged a ballyhoo week anq 
the four column space with a pre- 
liminary “Don’t take this seriously 
We're just advertising for fun,” 
going on to explain that the ad 
was inserted to help the newspaperg 
along. The bargains are presented 
with a frivolous appeal that keeps 
them reading right down the ample 
space. 


al 


3 Mons. Pass Prize, 


New ‘3edford, Mass. 

Although the State theatre als) 
operates a ballroom in the same 
building, a stunt that it has adopted 
to attract attention to the theatre 
could be used by theatre managers 
in a tieup with dancehall propriet- 
ors. 

i:very Thursday night, at the ball- 
room, there is a ‘Star Dance’ with 
some femme screen star designated 
as the star of the evening. The girl 
dancer 1a0st resembling in appear- 
ance the designated film player re- 
ceives a prize in the form of a gold 
pass to the theatre good for three 
months. 


Bargain Festival 


Duluth, Minn. 

Publix cashed in on the city’s! 
Annual Bargain festival, doing big 
business at all houses for three 
days. Wesley Barry was brought 
to the Lyric for personal appéar- 
ances and was given wide atten- 
tion in the events staged by the 
merchants. : 

Barry was named the city's of- 
ficial shopping representative and 
it was duly advertised that the film 
lad and his mother would shop at 
certain stories on schedule. 


Bargain Day Clicks 


St. Paul. 

‘St. Paul’ Day greased the skid 
for about 2,000,000 shiny dollars to 
slide merrily into department store 
tills, under box office glass and, in- 
to cafe pockets during the biggest 
one day’s business ever recorded in 
the capital city of Minnesota. 

Trolleys, which hauled folks into 
the loop free until noon, tripled a 
normal weekday’s receipts and the 
stunt, engineered by every man who 
owned a cash register, with a lot 
who didn’t, co-operating, brought 
he@liday trade to every downtown 
showhouse. Theatres were stormed 
by crowds down to town to buy 
goods at prices guaranteed lowest 
in 20 years. 

Several stores were forced to 
close doors at intervals under poe 
lice guard while 5,000 extra sales- 
people struggled ineffectually to 
wait on _ trade. Only complaint 
heard was that it brought too much 
business in too much of a hurry. 

Idea due for a repeat next year. 
Other cities, looking on, are also 
going to try the scheme. Even the 
cops co-operated, not giving tags 
for minor traffic infractions. That's 
something, even here. 





Chameleon Lobby 


Los Angeles. 

The Criterion, Fox-WC house, has 
extended its lobby to the curbstone. 
House repaints lobby and sidewalk 
for each picture. 

Whatever the pattern and color 
fcr the lobby proper, it’s continued 
right to the street. 


Stage Pep Rally 


Seattle. 

With ‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ -av 
the Orpheum, publicity staff use@d@ 
book full of stuff, including climax 
of big pep rally at theatre Friday, 
on the eve of Stanford-Washington 
game. Wash. players on stage; 
also Coach Phelan and Pop Warner 
of Stanford. Big time had by all. 

Cooper and Wright on pubiicity 
end, got this break which also ied 
to great plugs between halves of 
the Stanford-Washington struggle. 
Collegians, in card drill, spelled out 
the words, ‘Spirit of Notre Dame,’ 
and words went over loudspeaker 
at stadium. Stunts both ranking 
as first time here. 


Let Women Judge 


One of the Fox managers in the 
Miswesco worked a good gag prier 
to the premiere of ‘American 
Tragedy. The picture was pres 
viewed the evening before the open- 
ing with a jury: of women and 
about 150 invited guests. The pic- 
ture was run through to the point 


where the district attorney ended 
his plea, when the lights went on 
the jury was polled, finding unl 





(Continued on page 34) 
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RUTH ETTING 
‘OLD LACE’ 
Skit 
18 Mins. 
Warner, N. Y. 
Vita. Nos. 1238-9 


A lot of plot around Ruth Etting, 
and it’s effective. A weak finish 
does not deter to any great extent. 
Product against which there will be 
no complaint anywhere. 

At first it looks like Miss Etting 
was lost somewhere. This is due to 
a prolog and epilog without which 
‘Old Lace’ would not drive home its 
moral. An unbilled girl, as an act- 
ress, is glimmed at the opening giv- 
ing her partner-actor the air in 
favor of a butter-and-egger of the 
1931 type. The maid tries to influ- 
ence her against this move, action 
cutting to the time when she was 
an actress herself and a similar sit- 
uation developed. 

Miss Etting then comes into view 
doing .a number that’s supposed to 
be of her time. The number Miss 
Etting does here hardly squares 
with the olden days as pictured. It’s 
‘Pretty Baby,’ which was an out- 
standing hit in 1916. 

Five years later Miss Etting, after 
another song, ‘Let Me Call You 
Sweetheart,’ done at a party, finds 
her boy friend in a clinch with an- 
other girl. Back to the maid and 
the actress of the prolog, the 1931 
villian gets nowhere with the foot- 
light frail who, impressed with the 
maid’s story, is ready to walk from 
the villian’s auto. Just then the 
chauffeur turns ou to be her actor- 
partner and comes to her rescue, 
socking the affectionate interloper. 

Miss Etting is charming, even if 
here she has to disport the duds of 
another day. Char. 


‘SPORT SLANTS’ 
TED HUSING 
8 Mins. 
Warner, New York 
Vita. No. 1240 


Second in the ‘Sport Slants’ series 
with Ted Husing, CBS’ chief ath- 
letic announcer, doing the offscreen 
talk. Makes eight minutes of in- 
teresting if not sock material. 

Husing’s face is flickered in the 
center of the main title, but isn’t 
seen after that. A cutback to the 
announcer, who ought to photo- 
graph coke, would not be amiss now 
and then. 

Here Husing adds the dialog to 
ping-pong, diving, swimming, hand- 
ball and lacrosse exhibitions, All 
are attention gabbers in the news- 
reel manner as well as instructive, 
but too much is given to the diving 
and swimming women. This se- 
-quence is mostly repetitious. Other- 
wise technically fine. Char. 





GIOVANNI MARTINELLI 
‘Gypsy Caravan’ 

ongs 

10 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 


Vitaphone No. 1245 


Several well known gypsy folk 
songs by Martinelli. Either the re- 
cording or the reproduction was a 
little off the night reviewed. Singer 
does not deliver as weli here as in 
most of his previous subjects, but 
the name will make this short of 
interest. Faulty sound is further 
borne out in a violin solo. 

Error in direction is the opening 
and closing of the short in close- 
up. Low neck gypsy costume ac- 
centuates the throat lines of the 
tenor, leaving the audience with a 
taut feeling. A dancer gives a brief 
campfire twirl by way of an inter- 
lude between the songs. Waly. 


CROUBLE’ 


Cameo, New York 
Radio 

Tom and Jerry, Van Beuren char- 
acters, move slowly here and paced 
for the combos and lesser programs. 
As ambulance chasers with hard 
luck stalking them until a hooker- 
on for dirigibles falls from the 
masthead of a skyscraper but lands 
safely. That's the kayo and Tom 
and Jerry are piled into the am- 
bulance for a final faint. 

Cartoon movements are clear, and 
whatever duck-billed sounds are 
heard, or squeaking voices, fit, but 
the movement is too slow. Shan. 


STAMBUL 

ravelogue 
18 Mins. 
Tobis-Vanderbilt, N. Y. 

Tobis 

Largely because it’s twice too 
long, this is a tiresome photographic 
view of Constantinople. Made by 
Germans, with German subtitles, it 
is of little interest to either Teu- 
tonic or American audiences. 

Photography by Curt Courant is 
f00d, but there’s too much of it. In 
fact, there’s nothing but photog- 
raphy, one view after another, an- 
gles and dissolves, but all combin- 
ing for a conglomerate wasted two 
reels. Musical score by Meller is 
pretty. Cut in half may be okay as 
filler, ’ Kauf. 


FOOTBALL THRILLS 
‘PRECISION’ 
8 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 
Columbia 

Evidently the semi-finalist in this 
series and lacking the tingle which 
some of the preceding footage has 
held, but okay anywhere at this 
time, 

One thing this series has answer- 
ed is how to interest women in 
celluloid football. Solution as un- 
covered here is slow motion, and 
the unusual slow action revealed in 
these reels has been the cause of 
the first favorable audible comment 
heard from the girls on grid stuff. 
It gives the femmes a chance to 
follow the ball and the boys an op- 
portunity to see how the open field 
dazzlers use their feet and hips. 

Added to the sub-normally re- 
tarded speed this week is the Roxy 
giving this spool a wide angle lens 
for a big screen. It makes a perfect 
combination and if ever used for 
‘Behind the Lines,’ a preceding link 
in this pigskin string, will cause 
plenty of talk. 

‘Precision’ is not particularly 
spectacular on the material it in- 
cludes, but both the makers and the 
Roxy have the right idea. Smart 
showmanship on both sides. Sid. 


‘DEEP KNEES’ 
DAPHNE POLLARD 
Comedy 

20 Mins. 

Academy, N. Y. 


RKO-Pathe 


Two-reeler with few genuine 
laughs and too much timeworn 
slapstick to make it anything but a 
filler for the cheaper subsequents. 
Idea had possibilities but developed 
into little. 

Daphne Pollard, British comedi- 
enne, Goes a dumb sob sister fired 
by one paper who stumbles into a 
conference on an opposition sheet 
which is trying to score a scoop by 
locating a desperate character. By 
similar accidental circumstances and 
stupidity she catches the desperado 
single-handed, then makes the mis- 
take of reporting it to.the paper that 
canned her. 

David Silverstein, Charles Calla- 
han, James Durkin and Mildred Van 
Dorn, among others, support Miss 
Pollard. Technically just fair. 

Char. 


‘ROMANCE SENTIMENTALE’ 
Pictorial Novelty 

21 Mins. 

Cameo, New York 


Tobis 


Peculiar stretch of film suffering 
from an overdose of imagination 
that is impressionistic but fleeting. 
Possessing a French intro and cred- 
ited to Sequana Films as producers, 
the subject matter is one of those 
complexed mental pictures of the 
sadness of autumn. Has its good 


_points from a photographic angle, 


but is a hodge-podge on continuity, 
and, outside of the musical accom- 
paniment, the only talker or sound 
angles are interludes of singing by 
a woman in Russian. For the art 
theatres mainly. 

That woman singer is a robust 
coloratura, and when closeuped pre- 
sents a charming face. &. M. Hisen- 
stein and G. W. Alexandov are 
credited with the idea for this piece, 
which is called a novelty but other- 
wise might be tabbed a travelog. 
Fully six minutes of silent wind- 
blown trees, water ripples, stormy 
waves and clouds. Shan. 


SLIM SUMMERVILLE 

‘Hotter Than Haiti’ 

Comedy 

22 Mins. 

Lyric, New York 
Universal 

Overlong, with gags too far apart 
to warrant the long running time. 
As usual, Summerville is again cast 
as the blundering soldier. 

This time it’s down in Haiti, and 
again he has a yen for the hot look- 
ing femmes, with his sergeant as 
his rival. All the comedy and action 
ensues out of the rivalary situa- 
tion. 

Not up to the usual Summerville 
standard of comedy shorts. Patter 
is unfunny. It’s the situations that 
get the most laughs, and they’re 
spread over too much running time. 


WALTER O’KEEFE 
‘PLATINUM BLONDES’ 
Comedy 
18 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone Nos. 1280-81 
Bright and snappy short that will 
go particularly well with smart fans. 
Evidently from O’Keefe’s own pen. 
Theme is inspired by Park avenue 
taking a wise Broadway song bird 
to its home as a guest and saving 
the agent’s fee. Walter O’Keefe 
plays the Broadway chump excel- 
lently. Rebuked by the society girl 
after he has performed, O'Keefe re- 
turns a dart that will count all 
around. 
In between a little back-room 
night club romance and a couple of 
flashes of femme performers. 





Waly. 





is 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox).—Placid 
Western, well pictured, but 
lacking interesting drama and 
dialog. The Baxter-Lowe 
name combination with mem- 
ories of ‘Old Arizona’ desirable 
as ane enticement. Deluxe 
house. dates too much respon- 
sibility but okay behind the 
class fronts. 

‘Mad Genuis’ (WB). Another 
eccentric Barrymore role, Mag- 
nificent piece of acting, but not 
the sort of thing that will 
panic the fans. Plus a well 
presented production, may top 
average figures. 

‘Fanny Foley Herself’ (Ra- 
dio). A light grosser with the 
Edna May Oliver name not 
well enough known yet to act 
as a b. o. tease. Small towns 
should take to the picture 
more kindly than the cities. 

‘Scareheads’ (Talmadge). 
Badly made film with the most 
minor of houses its destina- 
tion. 

‘The Tip Off’ (RKO-Pathe). 
For the lesser important 
houses and not on their best 
days. Mild gangster sur- 
roundings. Weak name cast. 

‘The Woman Between’ (Ra- 
dio). No action and seems 
best suited to minor bills. No 
real strength in cast names. 

‘Eine Freundin So Goldig 
Wie Du’ (Ondra-Lamac). Gag- 
gy German musical farce. 
Probably fair enough for Ger- 
man nabe audiences. 














‘MUSICAL MYSTERY’ 

Song, Dance Novelty, 

18 Mins., 

Hollywood, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 6305 

Mild comedy song and dance ma- 
terial made up of group of prin- 
cipals and an Albertina Rasch 
group. 

Opens with woman librarian call- 
ing on police to find out what has 
caused wreckage in the library over 
night. Detective sets himself to all 
night watch, Thence quick scene 
change and happenings take place 
on a book shelf when characters in 
novels come to life—Nero, Caesar, 
heroine of ‘Ex-Wife, Rip Van 
Winkle, Trader Horn, etc. Salome 
turns out to be a remarkable con- 
tortion dancer, Robinson Crusoe, 
Trader Horn and Rip Van Winkle 
are a precision dance trio, while 
Nero, Caesar and the Town Crier 


gag. 

Line girls work in and out. ‘Little 
Caesar’ crashes, gun in hand to up- 
braid Julius of that moniker for 
copyright infringement and there is 
much gagging around this situation, 
with the Rasch girls backing up the 
gangster in a number. Ex-Wife 
does a song and so does Little 
Caesar. Rush. 





THE CAT’S NIGHTMARE 


8 Mins., 
Tobis-Vanderbilt, N. Y. 
Columbia 

One of Walt Disney's ‘Silly Sym- 
phony’ series and a beaut. Score is 
good and penmanship snappy, plus 
having some new ideas. 

Cat is put out on the doormat for 
the night and starts right for the 
fence and meowing. Boot hits him 
and eight of his souls are seen 
mounting up with lyrics. 

He holds on to the ninth, how- 
ever, for some nightmare expe- 
riences and wakes up in the morn- 
ing just in time to go back in with 
the milk. Couple of good laughs 
help. y Kauf. 





Sharpe as Writer 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Richard Sharpe, secretary to B. P. 
Fineman at Metro, has_ been 
switched to the writing staff to do 
originals. 

First assignment is for Buster 
Keaton, 


Fon REVIEWS 


CISCO KID 


Fox production and release. Features 
Warner Baxter and Edmund Lowe. Con- 
chita Montenegro and Nora Lane under- 
lined. O. Henry story scenarized by Al- 
fred Cohn. Directed by Irving Cummings. 
At the Roxy, N. Y., week Oct. 23. Run- 
ning time, 60 mins. 





Cisco Kid...cccsereccee sess. Warner Baxter 
Sergt. Mickey Dunn.......-. Edmund Lowe 
Carmencita.......+...-Conchita Montenegro 
Sally Benton, ..ccossscssssessess Nora Lane 
Dixon, U.S.A.. ...James Bradbury, Jr. 
Bouse, U.S.A. ccccccsweceseeess Eddie Dillon 
LOPOS..ccccces eeccecccceses Charles Stevens 
Gordlto...cccessecesesceseeses Chris Martin 
Billy. cssscccestsvessesss: Douglas Haig 
Annie....ece Ceccccesece Marilynn Knowlden 





Tepid western undistinguished in 
its dialog, though nicely cameraed 
and suitable for others than the de 
luxe auditoriums. Has Warner Bax- 
ter and Edmund Lowe as its names. 
Reference to ‘Old Arizona’ won't 
hurt this picture, which, as a se- 
quel, lags rather far behind its pre- 
decessor. This is due to the set 
formula Fox directors seem to re- 
gard as a ritual whenever they get 
Lowe or MacLaglen outdoors. In 
other words they're again hanging 
the berry on Lowe, this time by 
means of a pipe, with the comedy 
material given the supposed Bowery 
sergeant only occasionally regis- 
tering. Film is also light on dra- 
matics and radios the course it will 
follow far in advance. 

Story has three main buoys, 
around which everything else 
swirls, i.e., Lowe’s pursuit of Baxter 
latter robbing a bank to save a 
widow's ranch, and the Kid's affec- 
tion for the woman's children. This 
brings him back to confront Lowe 
after making a getaway in the be- 
lief that he hurt one of the tots in 
the escape. Incident leads to Lowe 
generously letting him go and paves 
the way for further celluloid adven- 
tures of the O. Henry character as 
interpreted by Baxter. 

Which here means that the by- 
play between the Kid and the ser- 
geant over the girl is inconsequen- 
tial. That this is the case can be 
traced to Miss Montenegro being 
more a subject for the camera than 
the mike. But with the lens still 
Hollywood's most important factor, 
she,:as least, has that much as a 
start. Sequences between the men 
and the foreign damsel are sporadic 
as to dialog and never grip on this 
angle for the reason the story con- 
struction passes over her lightly. 
Hence, Conchita is a matter of nice 
closeup photography and postures. 

Other support characters are 
minor to a marked degree with 
Nora Lane, underlined in the bill- 
ing, rather colorless as the widow. 
Marilyn Knowlden is an appealing 
child and Rita Flynn is buried in a 
bit minus cast mention. 

Cummings has seen fit to inter- 
polate a music background for the 
chase or escape footage. It will 
probably recall the old store show 
piano players to the sophisticates, 
but will be more acceptable in the 
lesser houses, 

Baxter does his sauve guitar 
strumming bandit satisfactorily, 
while Lowe, as previously men- 
tioned, suffers from lack of dialog 
wit. Understood that -this marks 
Lowe's final effort for Fox. Sid. 


MAD GENIUS 


Warner Bros.’ production and release. 
Stars John Barrymore. Direction by Mi- 
chael Curtiz. From the play by Martin 
Brown, with adaptation by J. Grubb Alex- 
ander and Harvey Thew. Photography, 
Barney McGill. At the Hollywood, N. Y. 
= grind run Oct. 23. Running time, 79 
mins. 


Tsarakov .... 





seeeeeeseees.JOhn Barrymore 


Nana ..eoss coecesoseceseess+- Marian Marsh 
WOGOr ..cccccccceccovesscccess Donald Cook 
PreskOya cccccsccccccessose> Carmel Myers 
Karmisky ...e+sees «+..Charles Butterworth 
Serge Bankieff ...... ebcveces Louis Alberni 
Remawd ..ccccsece eoceccerseed Andre Luguet 
Fedor’s Father ..ceccececssss Boris Karloff 
Fedor, as Child ..........Frankie Darrow 


OIGR cecccccccescccccscccccers Mae Madison 

‘Mad Genius’ is another Roman 
holiday for John Barrymore, the 
actor, who has a much better time 
acting a flamboyant role than the 
audience has in watching the play. 
The Barrymore name, if dwindling 
in film power, should draw enough 
interest to nicely see this one past 
the box office, is handsomely pre- 
sented from a production stand- 
point. 

It is conceded that this role of 
a crippled Russian ballet master 
is a brilliant piece of acting, but 








the story lacks the quality that 








The Woman’s Angle 








‘The Cisco 
romance. 


have always liked him will keep on, 


with it. 


are. 





mother taking them 


That, or because the young son, or sons, of the family 


Kid’ (Fox).—Mild but likeable old fashioned western 
Will be appreciated by the family trade. 





‘The Mad Genius’ (WB).—John Barrymore cajoling the femmes with 
his expert actor’s magic in another version of Svengali.” 


The gais who 
although they'd prefer a new story. 





‘The Woman Between’ (Radio). The son in love with his young step- 
mother situation stifled with stuffy grandeur, wracked with poor acting, 
and then slowly talked to death. The women will have no patience 





‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ (U).—Women will see this picture only for the 
same reason they go to football games; they like to be where the men 


makes for wide human appeal. The 
character perhaps is of heroic pro- 
portions, but the mob doesn’t al- 
ways react to monstrosities, even 
when they’re magnificent in stature. 
This Tsarakov type is too remote 
from every-day experience to en- 
gage sympathetic interest. It is the 
actor's acting that takes the cen- 
ter of the screen, and not the hu- 
man identity he plays, and that has 
been true of many of Barrymore's 
recent creations. 

Some of the sequences drag bad- 
ly and the footage overruns se- 
riously, but it has compelling the- 
atrical climaxes and scenes that are 
tense in a stagey way. Finale is a 
thrill except that it has something 
of the Charles E. Blaney about it, 
involving a desperate fight between 
the half demented ballet master and 
his drug crazed assistant behind 
the scenes, while a great opera is 
being performed, with the ballet 
master left dead across the arms 
of a Chinese dragon in the set, and 
rolling down to the footlights be- 
fore the horrified audience at the 
ballet’s conclusion. Vigorous melo- 
drama, but pretty strong arm meth- 
ods for advanced screen technique. 

Story has to do with Tsarakov, 
crippled son of a famous ballerina 
of the Russian theatre, deserted by 
his light minded mother and burn- 
ing as he says, ‘with a flaming de- 
sire to .dance’. Balked by the de- 
formity of his crippled legs, he 
adopts a Russian waif and, through 
the boy, seeks to achieve his am- 
bition by proxy. 

He makes the youth the greatest 
dancer in Europe, but when the boy 
falls in love he sees a threat to his 
aims, and by crafty manipulation 
seeks to separate the young lovers, 
thus arousing enmity and hate 
of his protege, who deserts him. 
Implacably the great maestro balks 
the boy’s efforts to make his own 
way and ultimately drags him back 
to the service of his great design. 

Everybody else around him is 
likewise hard driven to aid the same 
purpose. Even his rehearsal master 
is kept on rations of drugs to be 
held in bondage to the consuming 
passion of achieving fame in art 
through the instrument of the boy. 
In the end it is this drug crazed 
maniac who deals out retribution, 
thereby bringing the separated lov- 
ers together again. . 

Barrymore plays it as only he 
could, irrespective of the question 
whether it’s worth doing from the 
commercial angle. Charles Butter- 
worth takes over the comedy as- 
signment, in the role of a dumb 
secretary, playing in that sleep 
walking way that makes all this 
trouper’s characters amusing. Ma- 
rian Marsh has a particular inane 
ingenue role and makes it unneces- 
sarily tepid. This wholesome Amer- 
ican type never should have been 
silhouetted against an exotic Con- 
tinental-Russian atmosphere. The 
rest of the people fit into the pic- 
ture neatly and the production is 
especially eloquent of the rather 
bizarre locale. 

Story has an interesting open- 
ing with Barrymore playing the 
part of a half mad manipulator of 
puppets in a caravan show. There 
are strikingly angled shots at 2 
puppet rehearsal seen from back- 
stage. Another good bit is the ab- 
duction of the boy and the cara- 
van’s flight through a raging storm, 
Camera work throughout is im- 
mense, and all the ballet spectacles 
are interesting, with good atmos- 
phere back stage bits as back- 
ground. Rush. 





Fanny Foley Herself 
(In Color) 


Radio production and release. Associate 
producer, John E. Burch. Directed by Mele 
ville Brown. From story by Juliet Wilbur 
Tompkins; adaptation and dialog by Carey 
Wilson. Additional dialog by Bernard 
Schubert. Photography, Ray Rennahan; 
recording, George D. Ellis. Stars Edna 
May Oliver. At Warners, N. Y., week 
Oct. 23. Running time, 73 mins. 

Fanny Foley........++.++--Mdna May Ollver 
Seeley....sccccscsscceess-Hobart Bosworth 
LONOTE. .cesecceseceseeces+sHelen Chandler 
Teddy. ..cccocccccscccecsees++-J0hn Darrow 


CarMen,...ccccescosesesss- ROChelle Hudson 
LUCY. cccccccccessccscccees Florence Roberts 
SUITS. .seeeeeee..RObert Emmett O'Connor 
CEOSDY « ccccccccccccscssces Henry O. Stubbs 





A virtue of ‘Fanny Foley Her- 
self,’ derived from the vaudeville 
billing of the central mother char- 
acter, is that it’s rigidly clean. But 
‘Fanny’ will be a_ featherweight 
grosser. The hinterland appears to 
4 its best chance to beat that rat- 
ng. 

Edna May Oliver, a fine legit 
comedienne, is starred. She has 
two handicaps here. She is not any 
more than perfunctorily known to 
the nation’s film fans, and in her 
first starring film can’t advance 
much further. Her recommenda- 
tion to screen followers is that she 
was prominent in ‘Cimarron.’ 

As a vaudeville headliner who has 
to choose between her profession 
and her two daughters, through in- 
terference by a wealthy father-in- 
law, Miss Oliver is in a part that 
provides a mixture of glamor and 
sympathetic appeal. The mixture, 
however, is frequently not accord- 
ing to best film chemistry, with 
neither the glamorous nor the sym- 
pathetic sides of the story ever tak- 





ing a firm hold. 
Vaudeville is looked down upon 
by the scenario to make it appear 


will insist on | the daughters and the father-in-law 


‘Continued on page 26) 
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Inside Stufl—Pictures 


One of the chief headaches in putting sound on the 16mm film has been 
the matter of what the engineers call ‘linear velocity.’ That is merely 
a term to express the footage exposed to the sound recorder in a given 
time. Lack of linear velocity was the reason for raising the number of 
frames per second from the old standard 16 to the present 24 frames, 
which gives 18 inches for the recording of sound during any given 
second. This was figured as the minimum length which would permit 
the film to record the changes in 
give good sound reproduction, 

it is the point where commercial economy meets the demand of the 
sound engineer. A velocity of 32 frames a second would yield 
tone but would also increase the cost of production without an adequate 
return in better sound. The earlier experimenters with their less sensi- 
tive recora@ers frequently went as high as 70 frames a second, which is 
possible but not practical from an exhibition viewpoint Even giving 
an additional 8 frames to the 16mm film would yield only about 10 inches 
in which to record the sound, and this is far too short. 

Karlier experimenters worked with the idea of driving the film side- 
ways instead of downward, getting an increase of about 33% in the 
velocity, but even this did not suffice and would have made it imvossible 
to adapt current projectors to the showing of such side travel film. In 
such devices the sound was recorded on the top or bottom of the frame 
instead_of to one side. 

recefit experiments have resulted in the development of several ideas 





vibrations with suffi ieut fidelity to 





which are approaching practicability by both KkCA and W. E., but the 
question is still some distance from solution, 
The war precipitated in Minneapolis as a resuit of United Artists’ 


entry into the local exhibiting field with the leasing of Pantages theatre, | 


has reached a red hot stage following United Artists’ charges that Publix 
threw a wrench into its campaign for ‘Palmy Days,’ initial attraction. 
Threats of reprisal are filling the ozone. 

After claiming to have received permission from the mayor, who is 
the police department head, U. A. hung a huge banner across Hennepin 
avenue in front of the theatre for the Cantor picture. Banner had been 
up only a haif day when police removed it claiming violation of a city 
ordinance. U. A. claims Publix is responsible for the action as also simi- 
lar happenings throughout the week. 

U. A. ran into more woe when “Buzz” Bainbridge ran in the stage 
play, “Street Scene,” the same week it had intended to offer the picture. 
This necessitated the retention of “Palmy Days” a second week 





Downtown first run houses in Los Angeles are expected to ask dis- 
tributors for longer protection time between first and second runs. It 
is believed this will be one solution to poor business in the first run 
houses. tequest for added clearance, which is now 21 days. if second 
runs charge 65 cents, or 28 days after first runs if second runs charge 
60 cents may be as high as 45 days. Usual first run price here is 65 
cents, though in some places 50 cents. 

Theatres will not do any asking, however, until after the present 
situation of zoning is thrashed out between exhibitors, distributors and 
the government. 

Suit of W. R. Youngclaus, member of Allied States, against national 
distributors, which comes up soon in Madison, Neb., is being awaited by 
big exhibitors such as Fox-West Coast. Outcome of this suit will deter- 
mine the action in asking for the larger clearance time. 





Fulton theatre, Pittsburgh, practice of two-for-ones’s said to be draw- 
ing plenty of protests from WB. Fulton gets a goodly share of Par, 
Fox and Metro first runs and WB insists that this is hard on subsequent 
runs in its nabe houses, inasmuch as picture sells at a cheaper admis- 
sion scale during its downtown run. 

Scale at Fulton goes from 10 to 50 cents. On the two-for-one scheme 
that means a patron can see a first run picture downtown at night for 
two bits. After the 28-day protection period there the same picture 
goes into outlying nabe districts at a night top generally never under 35 
cents. 

WB claims it’s an injustice to their interests, inasmuch as they con- 
trol the majority of naborhood houses in Pitt. Firm is asking for a stop 
to the Fulton practice. . 


French and German versions, particularly those actually made abroad, 
are drawing more than a little school business, teachers bringing their 
entire classes to catch the accent and finding it decidedly helpful, Some 
private schools recognize the value of these showings by excusing stu- 
dents of languages for attendance during recitation periods, but public 
school teachers either bring their students to the swing matinee or 
arrange to have them attend 4n early evening performance. 

Now the idea is spreading and theatres in some towns where there is 
no language theatre are being urged to get the imports for a single 
showing. So far this has not been done, owing to the cost, but even- 
tually the handlers of this output may arrange a special rental for these 
Single showings, if they can be convinced that only a single showing 
will be given and the film not run for the day at a one-show price. 


Paramount contracts with players now include a clause on retakes, 





better | 


|} man singer. 
French version retains Lilian 
Harvey and Lil Dagover, and in- 


| 


requiring them to respond if recalled within 60 days of a pictures com-. 


pletion for additional shooting. Paragraph is not yet standardized, in 
some cases saying ‘if other engagements permit’ and not specifying 
Compensation, in others stating that the last salary on the picture 
applies pro rata but saying nothing about conflicting dates. Latter 
Point is not important on people kept under regular contract, ag it’s 
all in the studio. 

‘Last salary’ bit may mean in some cases that a player optioned for 
&® raise has to do some work at the former figure. Main object is to 
have a check against freelance salary boosting, or against peeve boosts 
when a dropped plaver is needed for retakes. 





Free coffee to theatre patrons is not always as formidable as it 
sounds. The big Fox theatre, in Washington, is using the idea and 
Serving about 350 cups daily; a very small percentage of the daily 
attendance. Cigarets go more quickly, but as a rule the theatre patron 
is in too much of a hurry to sit down and sip a cup of coffee, either 
before or after the show. 

American audiences never seemed to get the habit of looking on 
the theatre refreshment stand. In England afternoon tea is frequently 
an important addition to the theatre's profits, and many theatres have 
refreshment bars. Here a man goes to the theatre and sees a show. 


If he wants a cup of coffee or a sandwich, he seeks the nearest drug 
Store. 


Among .the various circuit operators are certain ones who have rela- 
tives in the independent field. In a peeve against his colleague on the 
theatre end, the general sales manager of one of the majoe companies 
ordered his exchange man to sell away from the theatre man’s relatives 
a'though for the past few years deals were made consistently. The g.s.m. 
figured to disrupt the theatre man’s relatives and their house only to 
find he pulled a boomerang as the house went subsequent, reduced its 
Prices, and is making more money that way tian it had as @ first run 
Spot in the particular territory. 





Chains among 18 other applicants for the Government permit to oper- 
Ale in Boulder City where the Boulder Dam is pire 
(Continued on page 49> 


& theaire being 


in producing synthetic sound effects. 





Natives No Asset to 


Franco-German Version 


Paris, Oct. 17. 

That making French versions out- 
side France is getting increasingly 
more difficult now that the public is 
more and more insisting on quality, 
is apparent from reports on ‘Con- 
gress Dance,’ made in the German 
and French versions by Eric P. 
Pommer. German version cast in- 
cludes Lilian Harvey, Willy Fritsch, 
Conrad Veit, Lil Dagover and a Ger- 


cludes Pierre Magnier, and sub- 
stitutes Tarquinidor for the Ger- 
man singer. 

French version, which has not yet 
been publicly shown is said by 
Frenchminded insiders not to be 
compared with the German version, 
possibly due to the acting and sing- 
ing of the French part of the cast, 
which are both said to be inferior 
to the German. 


GERMAN ‘PENS 
SOUND RECORD 








Munich, Oct, 15. 
many years of research, 
Pfenninger of the Emelka 
department succeeded 


After 
Rudolf 


educational! 


Pfenninger started out with the idea 
of designing sound curves, recorded 
on the edge of film strip by sound 
itself in an artificial way by a brush 
or pencil and then to photograph- 


ing this. These designed sound 
curves reacted in reproduction in 


exactly the same way as sound 
taken with recording apparatus. 

The first short Pfenninger sound 
picture will be exhibited by Emelka 
under the title ‘Die Tonende Hand- 
serift’ CSound Handwriting’). 
Pfenning says he can not only pro- 
duce the usual scale, but he can 
also produce one-third and one- 
fourth tones. The inventor is try- 
ing to ‘write’ the sound curves of 
the human voice out of nothing on 
the basis of exact physical experi- 
ments. 


ELASTIC CENSORSHIP 
NOW ON IN GERMANY 


Berlin, Oct. 16. 

On account of the most difficult 
economic and political situation, the 
German government has_ been 
forced to issue emergency decrees. 
They include’ stronger _ stipula- 
tions for the film industry. Whilst 
the censor formerly in most cases 
only prohibited pictures if the con- 
tents endangered public safety, now 
pictures can be forbidden if their 
contents are against ‘lebenswich- 
tige Interessen des Staates’ (vitally 
important interests of the state). 

This is a most stretchable leeway, 
allowing the censor an absolute in- 
terpretation. Furthermore, the Ger- 
man minister of the interior has 
been given unlimited power during 
a pending case of appeal to pro- 
hibit the picture for all of Germany. 





NEWARK, N. J. 


(Continued from page 9) 


week ‘Five Star Final’ (FN) okay at 
$4.500. 
Cariton (Ufa) (473; 36-50)—“‘Lie- 


beswalzer’ (Ufa). About $1,200. 
Last week ’Ein Burschenlied aus 
Heidelberg’ (Ufa) $1,100. 

Little (Fine Arts Theatre) (299; 


50)—‘Kaiserliebchen’ (Tobis). First 
Tobis picture expects nice $1,700. 
Last week ‘Das Rheinlandmadel’ 
(Capitol) okay at $1,600. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50)— 
‘Street Scene’ (UA) and vaude. 
Will draw neat $18,000. Last week 
‘Wallingford’ (M-G) built steadily 
to nearly $17,000. 

Mosque (WB)—Honor of Family’ 
(WB). -Not much hope of bettering 
$5,500. Last week ‘Wicked’ (Fox) 
new low at $4,200. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,243: 15- 
25-50-60)—'Beloved Bachelor’ (Par) 
and vaude. Weak at $11,000. Last 
week ‘Road to Reno’ (Par) $12,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,200; 25-40-50- 
60) —‘Newly Rich’ and vaude. Seven 
acts expected to bolster to over $17,- 
0090. ast week ‘East of Borneo’ 
(U) fair at over $15,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 25-35) 
—*Tragedy’ (Par). With protection, 
second run should get nearly $5,000. 
Last week ‘Mary Ann’ (Fart weak 
on $3,399 











Incorporations 


New York 


The Young Music Lover, Inc., Manhat- 
tan; theatrical, musical, moving pic- 
tures, other entertainment; 604 shares— 
200 preferred $100 and 404 no par value. 

Synchronized Classics, Inc., Manhat- 
tan; theatrical enterprises; 100 shares no 
par value. 

525 Main Street, Inc., Buffalo; the- 
atrical business; 200 shares no par value. 
Jones Research Sound Products, Inc., 
motion pictures of all Kinds, 


ax 





= " a 
MANNA LLAN, 


$20,000, 


American Theatre Corp., Schenectady; 
plays, motion pictures, other amuse 
ments; $20,000. 

Gibsel, Inc., Manhattan; motion pic- 
tures; 100 shares no par value. 

New Spider Two-bits Club, Inc., Buf 


falo; theatrical 200 shares no 


par value, 


Cab Calloway, Inc., Manhattan: the- 
atrical business; 100 shares no par value 


Scandinavian Talking Pictures, Inc., 
Manhattan; motion picture business; 100 
shares no par value. 

Rusco Enterprises, Inc., 
theatrical business; $10,000. 

bert S. Mapletoft, Inc., New York: 
motion picture business; 50 shares no par 
value, 

New York Light Opera Guild, Inc., 
Manhattan; production of light opera 
and musical shows; 200 shares no par 
value, 

Mohawk Valley Theatres, Inc., Hud- 
son; theatrical enterprises, 200 shares no 
par value 

Broadway 


business; 


New York; 


Corp., New 
100 shares no 


Amusement 
York; theatrical business; 
par value. 

H & W Enterprices, Inc., Manhattan; 
reality, theatrical business; $20,009. 

Kleven Irving Place, Inc., Manhattan; 
theatrical business; amusement resorts; 
200 shares no par value. 

Iindy Theatre, Inc., Lindenhurst; mo- 
tion picture business; $10,000. 


The Paims, Ine., Albany; theatrical 
business; $20,000. 

Talking Theatre Corp., Queens; the- 
atrical enterprises; $10,000. 


Associated Playwrights and Producers, 
Inc., New York; theatrical enterprises; 
5,000 shares no par value. 


Major Productions, Inc., New York; 


motion picture business; $10,000. 
Benenson Theatre, Inc., Bronx; the- 
atrical business; $10,000. 
Theatrical Syndicates Corp., Manhat- 


tan; theatrical enterprises; 200 shares no 
par. 

Kmerson Kenyon, Inc., Utica; theatri- 
cal enterprises; 100 shares no par. 

Supreme Screen Service, Inc., Manhat- 
tan; films, trailers, talking pictures; 200 
shares no par. 

Branzim, Inc., Manhattan; 
enterprises; $5,000. 

Triumph Productions, Inc., New York 
Co.; motion picture apparatus, acces- 
sories, amusements; 100 shares no par. 


theatrical 


Twelve Sixiy-three Croes Ave. Corp., 
Bronx; realty construction, theatrical 
business; $10,000. 

Richard Geist, Inc., Manhattan, the- 
atrical business; $10,900. 

Kent Theatrical! Enterprises, Inc., 
Manhattan: 450 shares—150 preferred 
$100 and 300 shares common no par. 

Dissolution 

Novelty Talking Picture Corp., New 

York. 


Empire Theatre Company, Brooklyn. 
Theatre Guild Studio, Inc., New York. 


California 


Sacramento,.Oct. 26. 

Wilshire Personal Movies Co., County 
of Ios Angeles; capital stock $15,000, 
subscribed $50. Dorothy W. King, 
George K. Sherlock, Gertrude T. Reeves. 

Los Indios Polo Club, County of Tos 
Angeles; no capital stock. Alfred E. 
Green, Charles Kenyon, Arthur Caesar, 
Juan Reynal, Michael Kertesz. 

Valuskis. Theatres, Ltd., County of Los 
Angeles; capital stock $25,000, none sub- 
scribed. G. F.. Valuskis, E. L. Valuskis, 
Lioyd E. Woolever. 

Independent Projectionists Assn., T.0s 
Angeles; no capital stock. Daniel Knop, 
James Hl. Knop, Edward L. Cole, Walton 


Jackson. 

Atlas Pictures, Lid., Los Angeles; 
capital stock 100 shares. Bernard D. 
Lane, Martin Gang, Ruth Beveridge. 





Gaumont-U.S. Row 


(Continued from page 15) 
month British, for the second Lon- 
don run of Metro’s. 

The trouble with United Artists 
dates back from the time U. A. pre- 
released the last Chaplin at the Do- 
minion, siding with K. H. Gillespie 
rather than G. B, directors. U. A. 
further shows its independence by 
arranging a number of West End 
runs through John Maxwell at the 
Regal (B. I. P.) and Gillespie at the 
Dominion (Moss Empires). 

U. A.’s Blow 


The biggest blow to G. B. was the 
arrangement to release U. A.’s 
‘Palmy Days’ at the Dominion, 
where it will show soon after the 
current run of ‘The Unholy Garden,’ 
Colman, there. 

This has resulted in a break be- 
tween U. A. and the British concern. 

All these squabbles have resulted 
in a sudden affection between G. B. 
and Fox, with the result Fox pic- 
tures are playing through the 400 
G. B. theatres and get their West 
End opening runs in the ‘big five’ 
houses owned by that circuit. 

In effect, now, G. B. is relying on 
Fox for its American pictures, 
Pathe and Itadio going through the 
Leicester Square theatre, First Na- 
tional and Warner playing the As- 
sociated Fritish (British Interna- 
tional) circuit, where also Pathe 
and RKO usually release, and Metro 
selling most of its general release 
stuff to Associated British. 

Gaumont now has only Fox and 
its own films for certain, and Gau- 
mont’s own films still leave lots to 
be desired 











START IS COLD 


All moves to introduce the 
Hays zoning plan in the U.'S. 


new 
have 
been dropped. Charges of conspiracy 
the Allied camp 
and a test case filed by an exhibitor 


from Exhibitors’ 


in Iowa are responsible for the dis- 
tribs’ hands off attitude. 

the suit is 
Federal Court, the 
in importance, thus depriving 
numerous exhibitor organizations 
throughout the country, which have 
endorsed the zoning plan, of settling 
their disputes the round table way 
with exchanges. 

Zoning, which was hoped to be 
nationwide in effectiveness by this 
time, will probably not come up for 
further serious consideration until 
after the first of the year. The test 
case, at least, will have to have its 
day before the distribs will give tho 
zoning plans another tumble. 


Since brought in the 


case is national 


5. US 10% THEATRE TAX 
CLOSED 507% OF HOUSES 


Greenville, S. C., Oct. 26. 
South Carolina’s 10% amusement 
tax has forced more than half the 
state’s theatres to close, 


This was cited before the Green- 
ville city council by Marshal B. 
Prevost, fight promoter, in seeking 
reduction in city license on local 
bouts. Concerning ill effects of 
amusement tax on theatres, Mr. 
Prevost said: 

“Prior to adoption of the 10% 
state amusement tax, there were 215 
theatres operating in this state, 
whereas now there are only 95. The 
small theatre in the small town has 
been hit hard, and relatively few are 
left. 

“Take away from any business 
10% of its gross income and you 
have taken practically its net profit. 
Of course the amusement tax was 
designed to make theatres only col- 
lection agencies for the state tax 
commission. jut the tax was not 
absorbed entirely by the public. Re- 
sulting increase in prices cut down 
the number of patrons. The tax, 
therefore, amounted to nothing 
more than confiscating 10% or more 
of the theatres’ revenue. 

“Theatres might have stood a 
small admission tax, but 10% is a 
very heavy toll, especially when it 
is added to property and income 
taxes and privilege licenses imposed 
on theatres.” 

South Carolina’s amusement tax 
has been effective five years. 





Judgments 


Jeannette Loff; Western Union 
Telegraph Co.; $33. 

Harold Stern; Lancashire Prop- 
erties, Inc.; $23. 

Current Reading Guild and Alfred 
A, Cohen; Haddon Craftsmen, Inc.; 
$1,736. 

Quality Publications, 
Alfred A. Cohen; 
men, Inc.; $1,624. 


Western Exhibs Balk on 
Unemployment Benefit 


Members of the Rocky Mountain 
Theater Owners association will 
balk at putting on unemployment 
relief benefits unless the Hays or- 


Inc., and 
Haddon Crafts- 





ganization is willing to furnish 
fillms. Local members will not hold 


benefits if Hays still insists on cur- 
rent program being used. 

Exhibits say it is not fair to them 
to bear all the expense and for 
Hays to grab off the publicity. 





Denver Retrial 


Denver, Oct. 26. 

On Nov. 3 the retrial comes up 
of the case of J. T. Sheffield against 
Thos. Sullivan, former sec. Rocky 
Mountain MPTOA, and H. T. 
Nolan, former big time exhibitor 
and now a manufacturer’s agent, 
for conversion of property. Case 
the outcome of fight between Shef- 
field and Sullivan for business in 
Englewood, a Denver suburb. 

The first trial of the ‘conversion 
of property’ charges gave Sheffield 
$7,000 damages. Both sides asked 
for a new trial. A suit for forceful 
entry and detainer will probably not 
be heard until after the first of the 
year. 
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KEEPING UP 


‘WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit are Doing 
and Where and Why 








Old Home Cocktail 


Leon Leonidoff, Roxy stage direc- 
tor, now on F. & M. production 
staff, Hollywood, pays tribute to old 
home town with his ‘Manhattan’ 
Idea. No cocktail scene included 
but advance reports call it cocktail 
of fun. Leonidoff also has ‘Aloha’ 
Idea in work, with Bob Hall, sure- 
fire comic, featured, Constance 
Evans, billed as world’s champion 
speed kicker, transferred from 
Leonidoff’'s ‘Montmartre’ Idea _ to 
Larry Ceballo’s ‘Masquerading’ 
ghow. 





Welcome, Edna 


Edna Covey got swell reception 
on opening in F. & M, ‘Fine Feath- 
ers’ Idea. Kind of welcome home 
at same time, because Edna started 
with F. & M as specialty dancer 
four years ago, played in two Ideas, 
joined Follies and then made musi- 
cal comedy appearance in Paris. 
Brought ‘Fine Feathers’ Idea new 
dance she created while abroad. 





Harry Gets Hand 


Harry Hershfield, F. & M. head- 
liner at Fox Audubon Theatre, no- 
tified by Bronx Chamber of Com- 
merce that despite theatre isn’t in 
Bronx, they are sending big dele- 
gation over to get famous cartoon- 
ist monologue man. Hershfield has 
swell new act and if syndicate en- 
gagements will permit, threatens to 
tour country with it in F. & M. 


idea. 


Harmony 


Chicago’s famous radio station 
WLS figures that Melody Men is 
its most popular quartet, and Phil 
Kalar of same its most popular 
baritone. Was brought to Holly- 
wood by F. & M, in novelty vaude 
act, then tried to enter pictures and 
finally got singing role with Noah 
Berry in ‘Song of the Flame.’ Then 
to radio work in Los Angeles, Den- 
ver and now WLS, Windytown. 





i June Goes Ahead 


Warner Brothers considering June 
Clyde for important emotional role 
due to her work in ‘Mad Parade,’ 
Paramount, June went on stage as 
dancer via F, & M. unit, then joined 
Coast company of ‘Topsy and Eva.’ 
First film work was single dancing 
number in ‘Why Bring That Up?’ 
but in ‘Mad Parade’ had part that 
ranked with those of Evelyn Brent 
and Lilyan Tashman, 





New Juve Star 


Hal Roach made discovery of new 
juve wonder in Kendall McComas. 
Eight years of age, hails from 
Butte, Mont., and will get special 
training in ‘Our Gang’ series, ad- 
mittedly best school for child ac- 
tors. Kid does Scotch imitations 
and recently distinguished himself 
in F. & M. prologue and with Abe 
“Lyman’s Band. 


Fair Acts Thrill 


Hadji Ali and F, & M. Fair De- 
partment acts sensation of Los An- 
geles County Fair at Pomona. Ali’s 
stunt was to drink water, gasoline, 
ignite gasoline, extinguish it with 
water. Exploitation stunt was to 
have local fireman stand by. Fair 
drew record attendance and F. & M. 
entertainment widely praised. 





Windy City Additions 


Tyler Mason and Three Page 
Boys have been added to ‘Modern 
Minstrels’ Idea at B. & K. Chi- 
cago Theatre, Chicago. June Worth, 
who was with F, & M.'s ‘Box 0’ 
Candy’ Idea last year, joins ‘All 
at Sea’ Idea at B. & K. Uptown 
Theatre, Chicago. 
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Are you putting in 
—or taking out? 
ACTORS playing the Fanchon & Matco 


route are putting away the dough every week. 


And if YOU sign the Fanchon & Marco 
contract and play the whole route, YOU can 


be soaking it away for the next 42 weeks. 


You THEATRE OPERATORS can fatten “ 
the grouch bag with added receipts from Fanchon | 
& Marco bookings—and also forget the weekly 
worry about your flesh shows forever. 


The only office in show business 
that can do this for you is... 








) 


oe 


TT we ee 


8 
q 
a 

















e.. 





aS, 








' Tuesday, October 27, 1931 


PICTURES 











Dealing with Ladies’ Clubs Driving 
Exhibs Nuts; Jealousies, Politics 








Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Femme jealousy and ambition in 
the women’s clubs are still causing 
studios and exhibitors to turn hand- 
springs trying to deal tactfully with 
the influential ladies. 

Most prized positions in the wo- 
men’s clubs have become those of 
motion picture chairman and other 
jobs in which the holder has direct 
contact with the studios, previews 
and special showings. With these 
office holders changing often, pic- 
ture men can’t keep track of who 
should get the handshakes and flow- 
ers, and who should be passed up. 
And one mistake may release a 
bombshell of criticism and catcalls. 


In and Out 


Jobs change frequently because of 
internal dissension in the clubs. One 
lady sees that the chairman of a 
certain group has been invited to 
gee some ‘special showing,’ luncheon 
or confab. Or that a woman be- 
cause of her contact work has suc- 
ceeded in getting some important 
picture people to attend a house 
party. Then the green-eyed monster 
fis aroused, and the lowlier femme 
starts campaigning to get the job 
herself. 

The other femmes usually feel the 
same way toward the chairman, and 
help the new lady into the post. 
Then the cycle starts again with a 
third woman soon going into the 
office at the next election. 


Doubling 


The women who are out still think 
they rate around the studios. And 
with the new office holders begin- 
ning to send in their cards, studio 
cxecs don’t know whom to favor. 

Fox-West Coast’s public rela- 
tions department, which has made 
an attempt to organize the picture 
end of the clubs and. give them 
plenty to do to help boost the in- 
dustry, is hard pressed to keep them 
in line. The Motion Picture Coun- 
ceil was organized and the women as 
& group are given an opportunity to 
satiate their desire to help the in- 
dustry. This is supposed to keep 
them from interfering with studio 
routine too much. 

But, nevertheless, there’s plenty 
of boxing over who gets the spoils 
of meeting studio heads and stars 


and seeing pictures without pay- 
ing. 





Midwesco May Turn 
Loose Sheridan-Terminal 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Sheridan and Terminal theatres, 
both 3,000-seaters in northside 
neizhborhoods, may shortly pass to 
new hands for operation. Fox 
Midwesco is now operating. 

Other houses in the local Fox 
group have had difficulties of a real 
estate nature. These have not di- 
rectly concerned Fox Midwesco as 
questions of mortgages and owner- 
ship were primary causes. Mid- 
wesco, however, is understood as 
unwilling to invest any capital to 
protect properties or leases and 
this reluctance has prompted nego- 
tiations between Chicago Title and 
Trust and interested exhibitors on 
the outside. 

Developments in the next fort- 
night are anticipated. 








Buffalo Indie’s Campaign 
Against ‘Monopoly’ House 


Buffalo, Oct. 26. 

Upon the opening of the Court 
Street by Mike Shea at a 25c. flat 
admission, the Lafayette, independ- 
ent house operated by Charles Hay- 
man and also at 25c., opened an ad 
campaign featuring daily on- 
slaughts against the moving picture 

monopoly.” The Court Street is 
not included in the regular Shea ads 
and does not bear the Shea imprint 
anywhere in connection with the 
operation of the house. 

Every day under the heading of 
‘Facts’ the Lafayette ad has carried 
a staternent regarding the local pic- 
ture situation. Fact No. 1 was ‘The 
leopard cannot change its spots. 
Don’t be fooled. The Lafayette is 
Buffalo's only independent first run 
theatre.” Other ‘facts’ continued 
daily are ‘Don't eliminate competi- 
tion, The monopoly gives you what 
pe likes and charges what it wants, 

e 

Local opinion divided as to effec- 
tiveness of the campaign. 





So They Stay Home 





Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 
Record for varied scale at 
downtown parking lots is cur- 
rently held by a car kennel on 
Fourth Street, between Broad- 
way and Hill. Fender garden 

lists nine different charges. 
Mornings till 9, 15c:;: after 
that, first 15 minutes, 15c; first 
half hour, 20c; first hour, 25c; 
each additional hour, 10c; after 


6 p.m. 25c; Sundays, 25c, 
eight hours, 50c; locked cars, 
60c and up. 











WB Houses Under Closer 
Studio Jurisdiction West 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Moe Silver, Pacific manager of 
WB theatres, leaves tonight (Mon- 
day) for New York to go into the 
Warner home office on theatre op- 
eration. Triumvirate comprising L. 
J. Halper, Max Shagrin and Frank 
Nefman, Sr., succeeding Silver on 
Coast operation. 

Halper will be executive head of 
all theatre expansion; Shagrin, and 
Newman will be the physical op- 
erators, all under direction of Jack 
L. Warner. 

Among other shifts Marty 
Schwartz, manager of the new 
Warner’s Western, L. A., goes east 
with Silver, and is succeeded here 
by Leon Levy, ex-manager at the 
local United Artists house under 
Publix operation. George Weiss, 
former manager of the Hollywood, 
becomes div. mgr. outside of L. A. 
George Riley shifts from the WB 
Beverly Hills to the Hollywood as 
manager and Frank Newman, Jr., 
moves down from Fresno into the 
B. H. house. 








Unions Stand Pat on 
Minneapolis Crews 


Minneapolis, Oct. 26. 

“Buzz” Bainbridge, veteran stock 
impresario, who is trying to 
weather his twenty-first season at 
the Shubert, asked the stage hands 
to cut the Shubert crew from 10 to 
eight men with no alteration of the 
$63 a week scale. The union turned 
him down cold, despite the fact that 
he declared that he is operating at 
a deficit this season and that the 
last several years have been profit- 
less. 

Bainbridge at once gave the stage 
two weeks’ notice and‘declares that 
he either will close the theatre or 
operate with non-union crew. 

In contrast, the St. Paul union 
agreed to cut the crew at the St. 
Paul stock house, the Shubert, from 
10 to seven when appealed to for 
relief. A millionaire ex-liquor dealer 
operates the St. Paul house. 

Publix also is unable to settle its 
differences with the. stage hands’ 
union. It is demanding that the 
Minnesota retain a double crew of 
13. Publix argues that the yellow 
card requirements call for only eight 
men and that in many spots only 
single crews are required for the 
Fanchon-Marco units. The old con- 
tract expired Aug. 31, but the men 
are remaining at their Minnesota 
posts while the matter still remains 
open. The only other open Publix 
situation in the territory is at 
Rochester, Minn. 


Creditors Give New L. A. 


More Time for Buyer 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

With their eyes peeled fora buyer, 
creditois of the Los Angeles theatre 
have taken no action in removing 
their equipment from the theatre: 
They were given legal permission to 
do so Oct. 18. 

B. F. Shearer, one of the most im- 
portant creditors, is among those 
waiting, as is Heywood-Wakefield 
Co., which supplied the chairs, 








No Secretary 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Treasury of Allied Theatre 
Owners of Southern California isn’t 
flush enough to support a secretary. 
A. Alperstein resigned and will go 
east. 

Mrs. M. A. Kopple, sec-to-the-sec, 
is running the @ffico. 


| 





NEW PUBLIX AD BUDGETS 


No Cut, But Governed by Size, Type 
and Location of House 








Advertising budgets te cover Pub- 
lix operation in future will be gov- 
erned by the size, type and location 
of theatres. It’s a scheme that will 
set up three or four different stand- 
ards on costs. This doesn’t nec- 
essarily mean that Publix will 
materially reduce its expenditures 
on advertising, at present running 
around 20% less than a year ago. 

Circuit will not go back to its 
June schedule for the fall and win- 
ter, estimated at approximately 
40% below normal, but during De- 
cember, in the face of the usual 
pre-Christmas slump, an effort will 
be made to hold houses almost to 
that level. 


Times Hard, but 
Hearts Are Soft 
On Film Row 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

With Deep Indigo Blues still the 
song of film row, a general mora- 
torium has been declared all down 
the line. The exhibs, hard pressed, 
are getting the best credit breaks 
they’ve ever had, if through ne- 
cessity. 

Houses which a year or two ago 
would have been cut off without 
service are now finding that the dis- 
tribs have soft hearts, and are be- 
ing carried along. Several circuits 
are finding the going tough, and 
though they have about eaten away 
their reserve fund they are still be- 
ing given credit by the exchanges. 

Toughest problem is the matter 
of shorts. Exchanges forced the 
short reelers down the throats of 
most of the exhibitors when con- 
tracts were signed at the start of 
the season. But now, instead of all 
pressure, they find it impossible to 
get play dates in: the midst of the 
double feature panic. Suits are 
threatened but the exchanges are 
not going through. Just shrugging 
their shoulders and letting it go. 


Everything Sells 


There’s only one bright spot in 
the midst of the darkness. That’s 
the smoothness of selling and book- 
ing features. Everything and any- 
thing is being gobbled up; and the 
indie exchanges are finding them- 
selves riding easy while the two 
feature gag lasts. In some com- 
petitive spots the exhibs are be- 
ginning to talk of scarcity of prod- 
uct but so far no actual pinch for 
pictures has been felt. 


Cut to 25c for Kids 


Loew's Valencia, Jamaica, has re- 
duced admission prices for children 
to 25c from opening until five in the 
afternoon, every day. 

General admission Sunday and 
holidays, is 50c from opening to 
2:30. Valencia plays films and 
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25% of Publix Now Locally Operat 
Any Further Increase Thru Pooling 
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Tacoma Indies End 1st 
Year Minus Union Men 


Tacoma, Oct. 26. 
This month rounds out the first 
year indie exhibs here have been 


running minus union operators. 
Strike was instigated over the two- 
man booth rule, theatre owners 
stating they couldn’t meet that de- 
mand. Houses remain open. 

Anniversary was actually marked 
by the first week in October. 


Reading Booth Mess 
Affecting Ali Houses 


Reading, Pa., Oct. 26. 

Battle over the efforts of unions 
to compel the local State theatre, 
leased to Edwin T. Emery, inde- 
pendent operator, to employ two op- 
erators on each shift in his projec- 
tion booth is reaching an acute 
stage. The State has been picketed 
since its opening day by Emery. 

City officials have refused to in- 
terfere. Mayor Stump has refused 
permission to permit the house to 
conduct Sunday benefit shows, al- 
though all the others here are open 
for so-called benefit entertainments 
Sunday nights. If the matter gets 
into court the whole matter of the 
Sunday show legality under Penn- 
sylvania law may be tested, since 
the charity organizations holding 
the alleged benefits get only 10% 
of the intake. : 

Organized theatre employees’ 
agents have devised, through a cir- 
cular spread from house to house 
in Reading, the most effective piece 
of print seen for a long time to kill 
business in all film houses. With- 
out intending to convey that im- 
pression, the circular paints an 
alarming picture of the dangers of 
going into any Reading picture 
house. The circular is signed by 
H. Merrill Young, Frank-Porter and 
Frank Diefenderfer, business agents 
of the respective unions. 
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Local operation of Publix the- 
atres within the past year, through 
partnership deals on turnbacks and 
with independents who have beer 
brought into the fold, has increased 
to the point where approximately 
25% of the total number of Publix 
houses are on that basis. 

How far Publix will go in re- 
turning operation to the field is 
problematical. Increase is, expected 
to be mainly in the pooling of Pub- 
lix houses with those of indepen- 
dent owners in various localities 
where that seems feasible, this 
policy having been followed over 
the summer when numerous deals 
were consummated. 

Theatres which, with Publix as a 
partner, are being operated by local 
partnership interests and help round 
out the 25% are suck as came in 
with E. J. Sparks, Florida; Frank 
Merrett, Birmingham, and _ Cari 
3amford, Asheville, N. C., etc. Local 
operators, either on a 50% or a 25% 
basis with Publix, have full juris- 
diction over the theatres under them 
but with Publix sitting in on book- 
ing and buying of pictures. 


Larger Groups Excluded 


While over a dozen partnerships 
now exist calling for local operation, 
it is declared that Publix will not 
return any of its larger groups of 
houses to strict fleld management. 
This takes in such groups as Saen- 
ger, F. & R., Great States, A. HL 
Blank, Famous-Canadian, M. EB 
Comerford, Walter Reade, Dent of 
Texas, Goldstein Bros. of New Eng- 
land, Kunsky Bros. of Detroit, and 
a few others. 

Largest of the locally operated 
zones is Florida where Publix has 
turned over complete operation of 
59 houses to E. J. Sparks, retaining 
only five in Miami, two in Palm 
Beach and three in West Palm 
Beach. Partnership with Sparks is 
through 30 different corporations 
with Publix holding a 75% interest 
except in Tampa where it’s 50-50. 
With the exception of Publix-B&K, 
Famous-Canadian, New England 
branches, and Publix-Shea (Buf- 





Slugs and Grabs 


Galveston, Oct. 26. 
Lloyd Giebner, Maintenance man 
for Martini Theatre Enterprises, was 
slugged by a bandit iast night (Sun- 
day) and robbed of about $400 in 
eash, the days receipts at the Dixie 
and Key theatres. 


STILLMAN’S 25c GRIND 
Cleveland, Oct. 26. 
Stillman, former Loew deluxe 
house here, has reopened with ‘The 
Brat’ (Fox) as a pop priced house 
with a 25 cent scale at all times. 
Loew's Allen now becomes cir- 
cuit’s ace house. 








Tobis House Mgr. Quits 
Tobis-Vanderbilt theatre, New 
York, has lost with Charles Stra- 
kosch as manager, who is out, with 
Jos. Fliesler, house p. a., replacing. 
Also out is Paul Trebitsch, assist- 
ant manager. 





stage shows. 


Strakosch resigned. 





Chicago's 400-Seater Boom 





New Deal Permitting 


Owner to Double in 


Booth Stimulates Value 





Chicago, Oct. 26. 

There has sprung up locally a 
sudden and terrific demand for 
small capacity houses, 400 seats or 
under. This is due to the new terms 
accepted by the operators’ union in 
settling their fight with the Allied 
exhibitors with the new contract to 
permit only one union man in the 
booth. Owner of the house is al- 
lowed to fill in for the second. 

These small theatres, which have 
been the black sheep of the local 
trade, due to the low ceturns on the 
high investment, with the two 
union operators adding heavily to 
the overhead, are now coming back 
into their own. They are being re- 
opened all over town and prices 
for them are on the boom, 

Many of them have been boarded 
up for the past few years, owners 
not considering them worthwhile to 
wire and sound equfp. 

Theatres in the small seat class, 
such as the Roselle, New Home, 





Criterion, Center, Albany, South 
Crown and Powen, are being readied 
for their comeback into prominence 
and several other small ones are be- 
ing sought. 


Owner-managers. of the small 
houses will presumably hold cards 
in Local 110 of the Operators’ union 
as ‘permit men’, In addition to the 
regular dues and assessments this 
type of projectionist must pay the 
union 10% of their weekly salary. 
Even so, the exhibs evidently figure 
they can net from $100 to $200 
profit off these little houses. Hence 
the revived realty value of proper- 
ties which have been wrapped in a 
jinx for so long. 

Another angle on managers run- 
ning their own machines is the | 
matter of city license. Besides ac- 
ceptance by the union, the projec- | 
tionist has to be okayed by city in- | 
spectors. Previously union okay 
was tantamount to official sanction 
from the municipality. | 


falo), 65-35, everything is on either 
a 75-25 or 50-50 basis, Publix in all 
cases holding whatever big end 
exists. 

On the Pacific Coast, Publix di- 
vested itself of 12 houses, turning 
over 10 to Fox-West Coast last fall 
under a long term lease, and two in 
September, the Paramount and 
United Artists, Los Angeles, for 
operation by Harold B. Franklin. 


16 OF K. C’S DARK 33 
OPEN TO BOMB SALVO 


Kansas City, Oct. 26. 


Just 16 of the 33 neighborhood 
theatres closed for several weeks 
due to union trouble have reopened 
and are using either non-union men 
or members of the Sound Projec- 
tionists’ Union. This organization 
is not affiliated with the Interna- 
tional, although chartered by the 
state of Missouri, 

The 10 Fox Friendly houses and 
the five Hughes-Franklin spots are 
still dark. 

Opening of the 16 indies was fol- 
lowed by several bombings, tear and 
stench, and other disturbances. 
The managers have appealed te 
County Prosecutor Page to assist 
in coping with the bombers. 


Cincy Par Robbed 


Cincinnati, Oct. 26. 


Paramount theatre was robbed of 
$2,700 this morning (Monday) by 
three armed bandits. Thieves bound 
Erwin Bock, assistant manager, and 
three other employees after forcing 
Bock to open the office safe, Rob- 
bers escaped in auto. 

The Paramount is a big neigh- 
borhood house operated by RKO, 

















KOERNER TO DALLAS 


San Francisco, Oct. 26. 


Hughes-Franklin has shifted 
Charles Koerner to Dallas where he 
will function as Harold B. Franke 
lin’s personal representative. 

Earl Crabb has moved from the 
Seattle division to this territory re- 
placing Koerner. 
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INSTEAD OF ONE! 

The Old Fightin’ Cock’s radio 

romance is so good that B. S. 

Moss’ Broadway books it for 2 

weeks instead of one! A hold- 

over before it opens! 

All about young Mr. Fix-it, the 
1h | radio repair man, who gets all 
it RKO PATHE EDDIE QUILLAN the breaks! He fixes the static 
| ROBERT ARMSTRONG and leaves housewives ecstatic! 

witt GINGER ROGERS. 
1 Directed by Albert Rogell 
vt pa acest a 
Hi Wun TRRPERO Alt ee 
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Fanny Foley Herself 
(Continued from page 19) 


re wholly correct in the assump- 
tion the widowed mother is not fit 
to bring them up properly. This is 
brought out without strong asper- 
gions, some comedy relief taking the 
sting out of the inference for story 
purposes. 

Starting from a partially false 
premise, the writers have been 
forced to allow much material that 
most audiences will consider un- 
natural. Foremost is the effort the 
picture makes in trying te make 
patrons believe that the daughters 
would look down on their mother 
because she was an actress, even at 
$1,000 a week, and that the mother 
would later consider giving them up 
to the father-in-law whose son had 
married the star against the pa- 
rent’s wishes. Story winds up ina 
happy ending with all forgiven and 
the rich old crab asking the daugh- 
ter-in-law-mother to sing one of 
her songs. There are few laughs 
above a mild snicker, and plenty 
of the running time is sluggish. 

Miss Oliver is excellent through- 
out despite the material handicap. 
Hobart Bosworth is able support, 
and the girls are Helen Chandler 
and Rochelle Hudson, latter a com- 
paratively recent high school find 
of Radio’s. 

In the reproduction at this house 
some of the dialog was not quite 
up to standard, but photographi- 
cally, with picture entirely in Tech- 
nicolor, it is tops. Color is soft and 


pleasing. Char. 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Oct. 17. 
Paramount Joinville production and 
Paramount release. Scenario and dialog 
from Marcel Pagnol’s play, ‘Marius’ (in 
America ‘Marseilles’). Directed by Alex- 
andre Korda. Music by Francis Gromon. 
Recorded by W. E. Running time, 125 
mins. At the Paramount, Paris. 
COGAF ceccccsve PyTTrTTiry Ty te Cera Raimu 
Marius .....-. ecceocccecesssFierre Fresnay 
Fanny ..cccsccccccesseeessOrane Demazis 
Honorine ....-. covccccocevececd Alida Demazis 
WAMIGSS 20 cccoeccocesesooccesecses Charpin 
Escartefigue Dullac 
Piquoiseau .... Mihalesco 
, ree Robert Vattier 





Not only an unsiinted hit but lo- 
cally epoch making because it is a 
photographed play made from a 
popular legit hit, and acted by the 
same cast. Also because the screen 
version is even better than the 
stage presentation. It should do 
well in the foreign houses abroad. 

This film is the first one to even 
be previewed in France and the 
play is still running with its orig- 
inal cast at Volterra’s Theatre de 
Paris. It is, treated differently, the 
fame idea as advaced by ‘Beyond 
the Horizon,’ and shows the call of 
the sea acting on the son of an inn- 








To Insure Long Runs 
Build Up Your Show with 


Mickey Mouse 


or a WALT DISNEY 


Silly Symphony 


41. A, Theatres Did It 


Grauman’s Chinese and 
Criterion with “Cisco Kid” 


United Artists with 
Eddie Cantor’s “Palmy Days” 


Carthay Circle with 
“Consolation Marriage” 
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PARAMOUNT PICTURES 








keeper whose sweetheart aids him 
to satisfy his craving for travel, de- 
spite that he has seduced her. It’s 
a very clever mixture of gags pe- 
culiar to the Marseilles locale, and 
of pathos created by the girl’s self 
sacrifice. 

Actually it is nothing but a 
photograph of the stage play, with 
direction deliberately omitting tech- 
nical tricks now prevalent under 
Germanic influence. This results in 
the film’s treatment being more 
like Hollywood than most French 
productions. Continuity and dia- 
log are both excellent with camera 
work excellent and the sound fair. 

Due to the fact that the cast has 
done the show several hundred 
times, the acting is unique in 
French pictures for naturalness, 
and without exception is of the 
highest order. Raimu, veteran stage 
actor, is better on the screen than 
on the stage and so is Pierre Fres- 
nay. Orane Demazis, who on the 
stage, doesn’t surpass several other 
leading ladies, and whose personal 
beauty is not the main asset, is 
entirely different on the _ screen, 
having tremendous personality and 
charm. She is the outstanding per- 
sonality of the picture. 

Cost of this picture is said to be 
about $80,000, exclusive of Swedish 
and German versions. Mazi. 





Berlin-Alexander Platz 


(GERMAN MADE) 


3erlin, Oct. 15. 
production and Suedfilm 
Directed by Phil Jutzi. Manu- 
Alfred Doeblin and Hans Wil- 
helm, after novel of same name. Photog- 
raph, Nikolaus Farkas and Erich Giese; 
sound Fritz Seeger. Dialog, Karl Heinz 
Martin; production management, Dr. Wil- 
helm Szekely. Recorded on Tobis-Klang- 
film. Cast: Heinrich George, Maria Bard, 
Margarete Schlegel, Bernhard Minetti, Ger- 
hard Pienert, Albert Florath, Paul Wester- 
meier, Hans Deppe, Oscar Hoecker, Kaethe 
Haack, Julius Falkenstein, Jacob Tiedtke, 
Siegfried Berisch, Arthur Mainzer. Run- 
nings time 86 mins. At Capitol, Berlin. 


Allianztonfilm 
release. 
script by 


Too bad, but this film artistically, 
as well as from a business point 
of view, is a dud. The novel from 
which the story is taken is looked 
upon here as a best seller. Its 
style is complicated, heavy, and 
pessimistic. A typical German book 
and really a local study of Berlin 
gangsters. 

But Phil Jutzi, the director, 
neither catches the atmosphere, 
background or the happenings, He 
gives photos of Berlin’s over and 
underworld, as city of work and of 
amusement, There is no connection 
between these sequences. 

Heinrich George, a fine artist, is 
believable in the leading role. He 
has the primitiveness, the strength 
and the childlike faith that the 
author created in this symbolic fig- 
ure. But his performance is often 
endangered by over playing. Maria 
Bard and Margarete Schlegel some- 
times find the right key, but are 
not impressive enough. Then there 
are the gangsters Bernhard Minetti, 
Albert Florath, Paul Westermaier, 
Gerhard Bienert, Hans Deppe, Her- 
mann Krehan, Julius Falkenstein 
as well as types. Remaining ac- 
tors were at least believable rep- 
resentatives of a background the 
director was not able to completely 
manage. Magnus. 


SCAREHEADS 


Richard Talmadge production. State 
right release. Direct by Noel Mason. 
Author not credited. Richard Talmadge 
featured. Cast: Gareth Hughes, Jacque- 
line Wells, Joseph Girard, Virginia True 
Boardman and King Baggot. At Loew’s 
New York, N. Y., one day, Oct. 20, as 
— double feature. Running time, 58 
mins, 








Insipid production meant to be a 
thriller, but missing because of the 
low calibre of story and acting. For 
the smallest houses only. 

Much miscasting for this story of 
a reporter who is framed for mur- 
der because he is supporting the 
opposition for mayor. After being 
convicted he escapes to prove his 
innocence. 

Talmadge would do better to 
stick to westerns, as there he does 
less talking while injecting more 
action. Here it’s vice versa and 











not so good. 








Frank MASTERS «= GAUTHIER >= 


“NONSENSE BURNERS” 
WITH F. & M. “DREAM MOUSE” IDEA 
Next Week, FOX, DETROIT—Week Nov. 6, IMPERIAL, TORONTO 











THE TIP-OFF 


RKO-Pathe production and release. Harry 
Joe Brown, associate producer. Directed by 
Albert Rogell. From original story by 
George Kibbe Turner, with adaptation by 


Earl Baldwin. Dialog direction, Ralph 
Murphy. Photography, Edward Snyder; 
film editor, Charles Craft; recording, 


Charlies O'Loughlin and T. Carman. At 
Moss’ Broadway, N. Y., week of Oct. 24. 
Running time, 70 mina 


Tommy ....-. SSSSeSS ccocccecs Eddie Quillan 
Kayo McClure......c+-++ Robert Armstrong 
Baby Face....scesssoeeseeessGinger Rogers 


Edna ...+-.- Seeded dnbeatedcarss SeORn. PCr 
Nick Vatelli..cccccccesccseee-Ralf Harolde 
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Pop JackSon..sescecseceeess® Charles Sellon 
Swanky ....+e+. seweveseaces<ecmune Doniin 
SUB ssccsseses Seeesesvssecess Ernie Adams 
TE, dcctdococecesceenreed eecccess Ja Herrie Ik | 
Miss Waddums....-- eeanee Cupid Ainsworth | 





Light comedy material, 
love story, set in a gangster back- 
ground but enough away from 
gunster side to avert censor trou- 
ble. Picture is going to 
climb to get medium results and not 
for preferential dating. In releasing 
this film for first run to Moss, RKO 
also, passes it up for the Hippo- 
drome, its sluff first run. 

Quillan does a sappo kid working 
in a radio repair shop who, through 
circumstances, is thrown among 
racketeers in the boxing game and 
straight in the face of one of the 
leader's girls. That he goes for the 


girl despite warnings does _ not 
square with the plausible, but 
stories are stories, and here it ap- 


parently had to serve. 

Matching that is the way the 
knocks out some tough ruffians wh 
in this picture seem to have guns 
but never use them. Violence is re- 
stricted to fist fighting. 

Robert Armstrong takes the pic- 
ture out of the hands of Quillan at 
every turn. Does an unpolished 
prize fighter who plays near-papa 
to the kid after the latter has been 
instrumental in saving the scrap- 
per's life. 

As the muge’s girl, Ginger Rogers 
hasn’t much of a part and doesn't 
do much with it. Joan Peers is a 
gangster moll, and of the two char- 
acters, that done by Miss Peers 
shines the brightest, though on 
comedy Miss Rogers scores. 

Love interest is carried out in 
the saga-of-the-plains fashion, the 
young radio upstart taking the girl 
from under her rodman’s very nose 
when a wedding is being forced. In 
cutting, photo work and sound film 


is up to par. Char. 

Radio production and release. From the 
play by Irving Kaye Davis. Features Lily 
Damita and Lester Vail. Anita Louise, 
Blanche Frederici, O. P. Higgie under- 
lined. Directed by Victor Schertzinger. 


Adaptation by Howard Estabrook. Pho- 
tography, J. Roy Hunt. At the Paramount, 


N. Y., week Oct. 23. Running time, 73 
mins, 

Mme, Julie..... ee6eccccccecee Laly Damitea 
John Whitcomb... .ccccecssess O. BP. Heggie 


eooes.. Lester Vail 
Doris Whitcom..b....e....+-Miriam Seegar 
Helen Weston,......-seessse+s-Anita Louise 
Mra. Black....cccccccccccscces Ruth Weston 
Barton ......ssecceseeeses- Halliwell Hobbes 
Buddy ..... ecccccccccece-Lancolin Stedman 
Mrs. Weston.........+.+-Blanche Frederici 





Antiquated theme of a son falling 
for a young and comely step-mother. 
Nothing serious or consequential 
happens, and the slight humor at- 
tendant is forced. Everything ends 
in status quo. Minor program ma- 
terial. 

Cast does not play well, while 
Miss Damita sings without any mu- 
sical right in one sequence. Most 
pleasant phase is Anita Louise. 
Miriam Seegar, another youngster, 
is just as fitting for talent develop- 
ment. But there is no action. 

Miss Damita does a modiste, 
wearing mannish attire at the open- 
ing, who falls for her step-son (Les- 
ter Vail), but in the windup goes 
back to her husband. Shan. 


. . . 
Eine Freundin So Goldig 
. 

Wie Du 

(A Girl Friend as Sweet as You’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

(With Music) 
Ondra-Lamac production and Tobis Amer- 
ican release. Stars Anny Ondra. Directed 
by Karl Lamac. Scenario Bobby Luthge, 
Karl Noti and Wenzel Wasserman; pro- 
duction supervisor Arthur Rebner; dialog 


direction, Arthur Hohenberg; photography, 
Otto Heller; music, Jara Benes and Willi 





Meisel; sound, Alfred Norkus. At the To- 
bis Vanderbilt, N. Y., for grind run Oct. 
23. Running time, 87 mins. 

ANDY cccccccesceceses 2se0eanee Anny Ondra 
Richard ...... coccevccccessselix Bressart 
Tack ..ccccercccescccccccsssess Andre Pilot 


Detective ..++.sescoseesesss-Slegfred Arno 


Aunt Frieda ........++.+..-Adele Sandrock 
Dennen, - SHONS “Wrellsccsecettesarecuce 

00 00rsoetesoccvces Helen v. Meunchhofen 
TLAdy’s Maid ...eeeeees--+-Edith Menhard 
Mam Servant ccocsccsccqecseces Fritz Steiner 





Pretty ordinary German farce, 


have to} 


with its 


the | 


| 


kid | 





but with some good laugh se- 
quences. Ought to appeal to Ger- 
man nabe audiences. 

Anny is introduced in one of 
those Keystone automobiles mak- 
ing a tour of the world. She meets 
a dentist and is invited to call 
when in Berlin. She does and the 
trouble starts. 

Doc is on a divorce hunt, with 
his wife trying to get evidence 
against him. Number of farce situ- 
ations are brought about by the 
girl’s evidence, latter trying to 
straighten things out and finally 
succeeding. 

One scene where a rich old lady 
calls a consolation meeting of all 
relatives because her pet parrot has 
died is standout. All the relatives, 
mindful of the o. 1.’s cash, flock 
around for tears, but Anny sprin- 
kles the room with laughing gas 


More laughs by Siegfred Arno’s 
clowning as a comedy detective and 
Felix Bressart’s presence in cast 


always means snickers. 

Anny Ondra, starring, is one of 
the prettiest gals in Germany and 
appeals to the males. Music is just 
so-so, with none of the tunes prom- 
ising. 

Lack of pace stops the picture 
from being surefire, an old German 


| fault, but Teutonic audiences won't 


mind that. Kauf. 





Week-End im Paradies 
(‘Weekend in Paradise’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, Oct. 17. 
Lichtsplelsyndikat (D. L. §&.) 
release. Production man- 
Directed by Robert 


Deutsches 
production and 


agement, Leo Meyer. 
Land. Manuscript by Ernst Neubach after 
stage play of same name. Photography, 


Willy Goldberger and Robert Lach; sound, 
Carlo Paganini. Recorded on Tobis-Klang- 
film. Cast: Julius Falkenstein, Walter 
Steinbeck, Anton Pointner, Otto Wallburg, 
Wolf von Rothberg, Aenne Goerling, Claire 
Rommer, Trude Berliner, Else Elster, Hans 
Halden, Franz Weber, Hans Herman 
Schaufuss, Paul Westermeier, Kurt Lilien, 
Iva L’Arronge and Siegfried Breuer. Run- 
ning time, 79 mins. At Atrium, Berlin. 


Berlin is in the midst of a wave 
of these slapstick comedies. They 
satisfy the request for laughs, and 
this one, for the German-speaking 
districts, will certainly be a box- 
office success. 

Film emphasizes the extensive list 
of actors Germany possesses. The 
thin and even most primitive scenes 
of mistaken identity are played with 
an imposing power of impression. 
Land's direction is satisfactory here, 
with photography and sound also 
good. 

If they want to laugh, and there’s 
not much doubt that they do right 
now, this picture should be a dis- 
tinct help. Mignus. 


24 Stunden Aus Dem 


Leben Einer Frau 


Hours Out of the Life of a 
Woman’) 


(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, Oct. 17. 


Nero-Porten film production and Ver- 
einigte Star-Film release. Production man- 
agement, Dr. Wilhelm v. Kaufmann. Di- 
rected by Robert Land. Manuscript by 
Harry Kahn and Friedrich Raff, after a 
novel by Stephan Zweig. Photography, 
Otto Kanturek and Friedel Behn-Grund. 
Sound, Erich Lange. Recorded on Tobis- 
Klangfilm. Cast: Henny Porten, Walter 
Rilla, Friedrich Kayssler, Margo Lion, 
Hermine Sterler, Maria Koppenhoefer and 
Walter Steinbeck. Running time, 76 mins. 
At Titania Palast, Berlin, 


(24 





This talker lacks action. Scenes 
are dragged out and are unreal. It 
will not be a noteworthy contender 
here or in the foreign houses of the 
States. 

Henny Porten, through the poor 
manuscript and inefficient direction, 
does not show up well despite being 
a really good actress. Also other 
good actors, such as_ Friedrich 
Kayssler, Hermine Sterler, Maria 
Koppehoefer and Walter Steinbeck, 
are inert. -Only Margo Lion seems 
to have escaped from the governing 
direction. 

Reproduction of sound and pho- 
tography are good. Mignus 


| two sailors looking 





EN BORDEE 


(A. W. O. L.) 
(French Dialog, Songs) 


Alex Nalpas production. G. F. F. ree 
lease. Directed by Henri Wulschleger and 
Joe Francys. Scenario by Pierre Veber 
and Andre Heuze. Music by Geo. Sundy. 
Lyrics by Louis Bousquet. Made in Epinay 
Eclair studios. Recorded partly Tobis 
Klangfilm, partly RCA. Running time, 82 
mins. Aubert Palace, Paris. 

Starring Bach, French comedian. Fea- 
turing Teddy Parent, Sim Viva, Georges 
Tourreil, Hardoux, Despaux, Yvonne Yma, 


Suzette Comte, Defrenne, 
A strictly local programmer, 
merely exploiting the very local 


draw of Bach as slapstick comedian. 

Story describes the adventures of 
all over town 
for a friend of their admiral who 
is giving a party on board ship to 


celebrate the engagement of his 
daughter. 

Neither production, direction, 
dialog, music or photo is good, 


Only assets are Bach’s good acting, 
against the rest of the cast, which 
is poor, good sound, and the in- 
clusion in the locale of the port of 
Toulon’ redlight district. Just 
printed celluloid. Business poor. 
Mazi. 


Springfield’s Troubles 


Springfield, Ill., Oct. 26. 

Following several disturbances at 
five local theatres, the result of 
labor trouble between owenrs and 
operators, the theatre men dis- 
charged all members of the local 
operators’ union. 

Houses have been operating daily 
since the dismissal with Independ- 
ent Motion Picture Operators re- 
placing. 

A couple of dynamite bombs have 
been hurled at the Capitol. The 
theatres employing the Independent 
operators are all owned by local 
concerns. RKO and Fox sites, four 
in number, continue to hold their 
original operators. 


Chase’s Air Acts 
Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
‘Ranch Boys’ and ‘Happy-Go- 
Lucky’ trio, coast radio acts, go into 
Charles Chase’s next short at Hal 
Roach, for a number of songs. 
Picture is ‘Krisko Kid.’ 
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JOSEPH JACKSON 


Now Adapting 
‘HIGH PRESSURE’ 
for WILLIAM POWELL 

at WARNER BROTHERS 


HOWARD J. GREEN 


Writer 


Representative: Arthur M. Landau 
































FOR REAL PEP, CLASS AND COMEDY NOVELTY 


Grauman, Hess and Valle 


IN CYCLONIC RHYTHM WITH LAFFS 


THIS WEEK—FOX, BROOKLYN 
Featured Next to Clesing in F. & M.'s “Exotique” Idea 


THIS WEEK—FOX, BROOKLYN 
Thanks to Fanchon & Marco and Schallman Bros. 











ECCENTRIC DANCERS 


NOW (OCT. 23) PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


WEEK OF OCT. 30 AND NOV. 6TH, PARAMOUNT, BROOKLYN 


DOUBLING AT THE FAMOUS 


BERNICE SHORT AND RAY ATKINS 


COTTON CLUB, HARLEM 





Gummeess 
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JOYCE COLES 


SOUTH AFRICA’S PREMIERE DANSEUSE 


Return Engagement and HELD OVER for 2nd Week at 
CAPITOL THEATRE, New York 
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“WATCH | 
FOX FILMS 
THIS YEAR}, 


—N. Y. SUNDAY NEWS 






































SUNDAY NEWS, OCTOBER 18, 1931 


Preview Flickers a Fox-Landi Wow 


By MONA CANNADY, 


jot of important things ‘ 
been happening on the Fox Films 
lot the last half dozen months. Just 
by way of proof, cast your eye over 
this list: . 

“Bad Gul,” “Young As You 
Feel,” “Sob Sister,” “Merely Mary 
Ann,” “Cisco Kid,” “Travsatlane 
tic,” “Ambassador. ‘Bill, ” “Over the 
Hil,” “Surrender,” “Delicious” 
and now “Yeilow Ticket.” 

This was brought up by the pre- 
‘view of “Yellow Ticket” the other 
night. They sneaked the film down 

f to San Bernardino, away from the 

Tae Hollywood mob, and tried it out. 
Bit One of the most trusted sleuths 
1 oe tells me the picture was swell, that 
ai Elissa Landi crashed through in 
a this, her third effort. 
_ Winfield Sheehan is not only 
turning out pictures, but he is 
bringing:-a lot of new personalities 
to the front; for example, Jimmy 
Dunn. and Sally Eilers (with her 
first break), in “Bad Girl,” and 
Linda Watkins in “Sob Sister,” and 
I am told that Ralph Bellamy, who 
almost got smothered at Para- 
mount in one of Chatterton’s ef- 
forts, looks great in “Surrender.” 
Watch Fox films this year. 



























ANOTHER IN THE BAG! 
THE | 


YELLOW 
TICKET 


ELISSA LAND! 
LIONEL BARRYMORE | 
LAURENCE OLIVIER 


Michael Morton's dramatic sensation 


Directed by RAOUL WALSH 
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JAMES DUNN 


O. HENRY'‘S romantic bad man 
SALLY EILERS 


the CISCO KID ae 
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Directed by SAM TAYLOR Directed by HENRY KING 





Directed by Irving Cummings 
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HERE IS ENTERTAINMENT! 


/ 


GIRLS ABOUT TOWN 































KAY FRANCIS. 
JOEL MeCREA 
LILYAN TASHMAN | 
2UGENE PALLETTE 
ALLAN DINEHART 





Glorious 
Romanee 











* 
; 
; Uproarious 
. Comedy 
Ever alert to the demands of 
today’s public for gay, 
humorous entertainment; 
Paramount now gives you 
“GIRLS ABOUT TOWN”. A 
utiful 
Bea real, down-to-your-box-office 
Girls 
| Geesnenus natural. Packed with showe 
| z manship ideas! Advance pre- 
; Gowns ; 
views establish it as one of: 
: season’s best audience. 


pictures, It’s set to click; 
Zand how! Directed by 
m@ George Cukor. 
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“Notre Dame” 
Biggest Card 
or brace | 









| Total $72, 


ee mena = 
| Total $41,500 for 700 for 7 Theatres 
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THE ONE GREAT (22d 
ALL AMERICAN [* 22". 
ROMANCE! : 


Bands playing .. flags flying 
a hundred thousand voices 


Birmingh 
am, a 
Population, 328-000," 
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Oct. 12 
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(Drawing 


‘Spirit of 
we business 


urging them on to glory tf oxalg 


High Pressure Sales ha 
| ‘Notre Dame’ in P’tf'd This Week 


Portiand, Ore., Oct. 19. 
(Draw Pop. 400,000) 
RKO Orpheum's exploitation of 
Spirit of Notre Dame’ (U) is a 
text book 6n how to sell a nie - 
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| And ‘Notre Dame's’ $42 009 Score " 


with a dramatic idea that sweeps every- 
thing before it in one grand heart-stop- 











MILLER 


THE FOU 





Reduction 


R HORSEMEN 


Dedicated to the Incomparable A UNIVERSAL PICTURE 
LAEMMLE 


KNUTE ROCKNE ""siested by CARL LAEMML 
Who Appeors m the Prologue Oy ee Oe ST Gease 


STUHLDREHER CROWLEY 


RIDE AGAIN 
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LEW AYRES ping, pulse-pounding wave of laughter, 
ond R ; A 
Sey Dione tears and joyous enthusiasm, with the 
— great heroes of football supporting wist- 
oneal ful, handsome, boyish 
heroes 
CARIDEO 
MULLINS 
STU DRE LEW AYRES 
CROWLEY 
LAYDEN 
MILLER in a football story depicting that wonderful, never-say-die 
a spirit which moulds a handfu! of untried youngsters into a 
p> ae powerful, irresistible world’s champion. Not only the one 
McMANMON great football epic but a dramatic revelation! 
Directed by M. P. Doily ond 
RUSSELL MACK 
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VAUDE iS NO 
WALKAWAY 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

An avalanche of picture names 
have hit local vaude booking offices 
in the past two weeks. 

Arthur Lake, Eugene Jackson, 
Leon Janney, Daphne Pollard, Alice 
Joyce and Tom Moore, the latter a 
team, have all penciled showing 
dates at the State, Long Beach. 

Clyde Cook recently showed at 
the Garfield here and picked up an 
RKO route at St. Louis last week. 


New Submissions. 


Marjorie White, Laura La Plante, 
ZaSu Pitts and Hoot Gibson were 
gubmitted this. week. 

Bern Bernard, RKO booker, has a 
number of lesser lights who are 
camping on his office door looking 
for a break-in date. Many Holly- 
wood agents are submitting other 
names for vaude but in most cases, 
after investigation, it’s found that 
the peddlers can’t deliver. 

Most picture names who try out 
at Long Beach, the coast’s official 
dog town, have little to offer in the 
line of stage work. As a rule they 
don’t know the technique and won't 
take advice, figuring that their pic- 
ture rep is sufficient. Bookers wise 
to this are also asking that the 
players’ material be submitted be- 
fore going into booking details. 


NVA CONFERENCE 


Attorneys For Mgrs. and Actors 
Met—Problem For Both 














Attorneys for the managers met 
privately with counsel for the Ches- 
terfield faction Friday (23) for a 
possible get-together on the NVA 
matter. 

Ed Schiller of Loew's was under- 
stood to have represented the man- 
agers at the meeting. Nathan Bur- 
kan, managers’ atterney is reported 
to have asserted that continuation 
of the social end would be agreeable 
if the method is found for support- 
ing both the charitable and social 
ends of the NVA, 

Big problem ahead, regardless of 
which way the matter is settled will 
be that of funds for next year. The 
usual hat passing in theatres is re- 
ported regarded as impractical at 
this time. 


F&M Production Lull 
While Units Play Out 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Production of new units at the 
Fanchom & Marco plant is at a low 
ebb, caused by arrival within‘ the 
next four months of six units which 
opened in St. Louis and New York. 
Shows will play the whole circuit, 
closing in the cities where they 
opened. 

Units are ‘Carnival, ‘Exotique,’ 
*Carmenesque,” ‘Once Upon a Time,’ 
‘Marches Militaires’ and ‘Art Gal- 
lery They will be refurbished 
with cast and costume changes 
when going through here. 


Pie Bit Too Rough 


Devito and Denny’s pie-in-the- 
face bit was ordered cut out for 
the current week at the RKO Jef- 
ferson, on 14th street, New York. 

Office considered the bit too rough 


for the world’s most hard boiled 
audience. 


Crosby at $2,500, Indef 


_ Bing Crosby goes into the Para- 
mount, New York, for an indefinite 
engagement Nov. 6. Booked through 
CBS. Radio baritone’s salary for 
Paramount is set at $2,500 per. 
_ Crosby was originally slated to 
Open Oct. 30, but was set back one 
week, 

Probable that Par will shift Cros- 
by to the Brooklyn Paramount 
within a few weeks. 

















Lew Goldberg Back 
Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Lew Goldberg is back from Cali- 
fornia expecting to stick around for 
the winter anyway. Goldberg gave 
up his RKO agency last year to take 
& Coast flyer with a theatre prop- 
sition that didn’t pan out. 

Goldberg will probably set up a 


shingle and produce some acts 
Sround here. 








Mae Murray at $3,000 
Opens New Loop Vaude 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Mae Murray booked to headline 
the Loop theatre's first bill Nov. 7. 
This is a week later than expected. 
Delay necessitated because of the 
extensive renovations. 
Miss Murray, understood to be 





date at the Century, Baltimore. 


Ungrateful Actors Do 
Not Even Wave Toward 
Obliging Pit Leader 


Vaude pit leaders are mumbling 
complaints against actors and com- 
edians who use them in dialog bits 
and other gags, the success of 
which depends on the co-operation 
of the leaders. The baton pushers’ 
complaint rests on the ungrateful- 
ness of many of these performers 
as disclosed on closing night. 

Glad to help and aid in every way 
to put over a show, the leaders do 
not think of tips or cigars, etc., for 
going way out of their way to help 
an act. But they do expect a cheery 
goodby or thanks from the actor. 
In many cases they say they do not 
even get a wave of the hand from 
the departing actor. 

Some time back the leaders were 
most reluctant to do much for acts 
outside of attempting to give satis- 
faction in a musical way. Many 
musical unions’ locals’ scattered 
about the country had iaws and 
regulations against musicians talk- 
ing with acts during a show or even 
singing or doing bits of any sort. 
This has all been overcome lately 
with the advent of performing pit 
orchestras. 


BOB MURPHY’S REPEAT 
FOR LOEW’S—FULL WKS 


Bob Murphy doing m.c. and an 
act with his two stage kids, Mary 
and Bob, now current on the Loew 
vaude houses, has been booked for 
a complete repeat of the entire cir- 
cuit when finishing present dates. 

Murphy will play a full week in 
every house instead of splitting as 
first time over the trip. A possi- 
bility of the entire deluxe Loew 
houses also is in view for Murphy. 


Choosing ‘RKO Girl’ 


RKO is dickering with Charlie 
Yates for Dolores Reade, to send 
her over the circuit as the ‘RKO 
Girl.’ 

The ‘deal involves local radio 
broadcasts nightly for Miss Reade, 
in addition to the vaudeville play- 
ing. 




















Changed Act on Unit 


A last minute switch was made 
in the RKO intact show No. 67 be- 
fore it left New York to open in 
Syracuse Saturday (24). Tech Mur- 
doch and company were replaced 
by Billy Wells and the Four Fays. 
Murdoch's act did not fit the unit 
the booking department stated. 
It will be placed on another intact 
later. 

Other acts on this show include 
Emil Boreo, York and Goldie, and 
the Vardel Brothers. 





Barry-Lancaster Apart 


Barry and Lancaster, two-man 
comedy team, have split after a 
long association. 

Lancaster is teaming 
Morey Barton in an Al 
written skit called ‘The 
Test.’ 

Bobby Barry has not attached 
himself as yet. 


Sonia Meroff Must Rest 


Sonia Meroff, the singing single, 
has been ordered by her physician 
to retire and go away for her health. 
She leaves New York this week for 
a rest upstate. 

Sonia is Benny Meroff’s sister. 


up with 
3oasberg 
Screen 








Mack Booking in Detroit 
Detroit, Oct. 26. 


Charlie Mack is returning to the 
indie vaudeville booking field. He 





will have offices here 





Sticking to Uncle Sam 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Actors traveling about the 
country and desiring to remit 
money to other cities are us- 
ing postal money orders with 
Uncle Sam's integrity behind 
them rather than buy cashier's 
drafts from private banks. 

Several recent examples of 
actors buying drafts to pay 
bills. Pank goes blooey in in- 
terim, draft is no good. That 
means first the debt is still 
unpaid, second that the money 
intended for that purpose is 
sunk in a collapsed bank. 

Cashier’s checks are not pre- 
fered claims against a closed 
band. That implies a lengthy 
wait for reimbursements, at 
best. Moreover, actor is at the 
additional disadvantage of not 
living in the town in which he 
purchased the cashier’s draft. 














After more than a year’s absence, | 


Fake F&M Slap 
At Harry Jolson 
Traced to Seed 


_---— 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

A vypractical joke started Oct. 
1 in Minneapolis while Harry Jol- 
was playing in Fanchon & 
Marco’s ‘Modern Minstrels’ Idea, at 
the Minnesota theatre there, may 
seriously boomerang for Dave Seed 
(Seed and Austin). It’s all the re- 
sult of a phoney telegram sent to 
Jolson and signed ‘Fanchon & 
Marco.’ The wire reached Jolson 
just before his show and broke him 
up completely. It was a panning 
missive, presumably from his em- 
ployers, condemning him for poor 
performance, etc, 


It so upset Jolson that not until 
hours later did he notice that the 
telegram came from St. Paul where 
F&M maintain no headquarters, 


Firm’s nearest branch is Mil- 
waukee. This caused Rod Wag- 
goner, company manager, to. wire 
Doc Howe, who ordered an investiga- 
tion through Western Union. It 
was ultimately traced to Room 639 
of the Lowry hotel, St. Paul, the 
wire having been hand-written and 
picked up at 2:30 a.m. from that 
room. It pointed to a late hour 
practical joke with Western Union, 
in St. Paul, establishing that Dave 
Seed occuppied the room that night. 
Seed and Austin are on an RKO 
vaude tour. 

Howe Wires Seed 

On Oct. 19, Howe, as general 
booking manager for Fanchon & 
Marco, dispatched the following 
wire to Seed at the Orpheum, Van- 
couver: 

‘At 2:30 a.m. Oct. 2 hand- 
written telegram in _ possession 
Western Union, St. Paul, was sent 
Harry Jolson, Minnesota theatre 
Minneapolis, and signed Fanchon 
& Marco, without authority and 
permission and room 639 Lowry 
hotel, St. Paul, was occupied by 
you night of Oct. 2. Therefore our 
company insists upon immediate 
detailed explanation of entire mat- 
ter as serious consequence through 
court action will otherwise follow 
account misuse of our name. We 
are awaiting immediate reply.’ 

Receiving no response, two days 
later another wire was sent to Seed 
at the same address: 

‘Do you intend to answer our 
telegram of Oct. 19 with reference 
to unauthorized telegram sent 
Harry Jolson at Minneapolis wherein 
our signature was used without au- 
thority or our permission. Are 
you deliberately ignoring our re- 
quest for information. We await 
some answer from you until five 
o'clock today after which time we 
will be forced to lay entire matter 
before President Hiram Brown, 
Charles Freeman and Pat Casey of 
the Variety Managers’ Protective 
Association.’ 

(Signed) Fanchon & Marco,. 
By M. D. Howe. 

Having again had no reply, the 
matter has been referred to RKO in 
New York by F-M on the theory 
such practical jokes are damaging 
to the general morale of players 
should it become a habit and not 


son 





nipped in the bud, 





Vande and Radio Conditions Make 
Protection of Current Stage Gags 
Impossible for the Vaudevillians 





4 4 


MeKennas Promised Job, 
But They Never Got It 


Frances Robinson, agent, has filed 
suit for $50,000 against Joe and 
Jane McKenna, brother and sister 
vaude team, for alleged breach of 
contract. 


Miss Robinson claims that on 
March 8, 1931, the couple entered 
into a contract with her for five 
years whereby she was to be em- 
ployed as their personal manager 
and representative. Under the con- 
tract, Miss Robinson claims, the 
act agreed to pay her 25% of its 
salary. On May 12, 1931, the act 
breached the contract without cause 
and discharged her, the girl agent 
alleges. 

Julius Kendler, attorney répre- 
senting the McKennas, stated in 
his answer to the action that when 
the act signed the contract, Miss 
Robinson promised she would put 
them in a Schwab & Mandel musi- 
cal show for $1,000 per week. 

The defendants claim the repre- 
sentations by Miss Robinson were 
false; that she never had a Schwab 
& Mandel agreement to use the Mc- 
Kennas, 


Trahan Tried to Find 
Out Too Late About His 
Moss Booking—Lost It 


Al Trahan billed to appear at 
Moss’ Broadway, New York, begin- 
ning Saturday (24), did not open. 
Trahan states he was sent a con- 
tract for the theatre when in Chi- 
cago, where he was playing, but the 
contract did not carry a clause 
guaranteeing Trahan headline bill- 
ing as per his agreement with Har- 











old Kemp, booker of the house. Tra- 
han signed the contract with an en- 
closed notation to let him know the 
headline billing, 

According to Trahan he did not 
hear any more about the date and 
figured he had a week open. He 
closed in Chicago Thursday (22), 
rested a day and took a train for 
Columbus intending to play golf. On 
the train he read in ‘Variety’ he was 
to open at Moss’ Broadway the next 
day. He had the train stopped at 
a small town, phoned New York and 
found it true. He got off at Pitts- 
burg to fly in but the aviator re- 
fused on account of bad flying con- 
ditions. Trahan arrived in New 
York Saturday night, too late. 

To cap his misfortunes, Trahan 
and Yukona Cameron, his stage 
partner, were in a bad auto acci- 
dent Sunday afternoon (25) while 
driving in the Trahan car. 

An oil truck pancaked Trahan 
and partner in between the truck 
and a long line of stalled cars. Tra- 
han’s car folded like an accordion. 
Miss Cameron has an injured neck, 
but Trahan escaped with nothing 
but a shaking up. 





Submitting Buddy Rogers 


Buddy Rogers is being submitted 
to RKO as a single by Harry 
Romm. 

The talker juve is through at 
Paramount after completing ‘The 
Jazz King’ around Jan. 1. 





B&K WANTS WAYNE KING 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

B&K would like to grab off 
Wayne King and his band for a 
week at either the Oriental or Chi- 
cago, but Andrew Karzas, owner of 
the Aragon ballroom, who has King 
under contract, sez no. 

King’s radio popularity has 
prompted B&K to offer $4,000 a 
week for King and Al Kvale to re- 
place him at the ballroom during 
the engagement, but the answer is 
still nothing doing. 


Jack Sidney for F & M 
Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Jack Sidney wiil be featured in 
Fanchon & Marco’s ‘Manhattan’ 
unit, which Leon Leonidoff is stag- 
ing. 

Harry Sauber provided new ma- 
terial for Sidney. 








Material copping, bit lifting and 
gag snatching are now more preva- 
lent in vaudeville than ever. At no 
other time in modern vaudeville 
records have infringement and 


plagiarism been so rife as in the 
current grabbing epidemic. Short 
bankrolls and little playing time 
are the chief reasons. 

Verbal comedy is now at a new 
high premium. Even when a new 
gag is born, which is rarely, it’s 
about as safe as a sailor on 46th 
street. 

Variety Managers’ Association's 
joint complaint bureau, arbitrator 
of disputes in the vaudeville pro- 
fession, is currently handing on an 
average of 50 complaints a week. 
This pace started during the sum- 
mer and almost doubles the aver- 
age set previously. when a greater 
number of acts were working. Most 
of the disputes involve infringe- 
ment. 

But Once on the Air 

While vaudevillians cop from 
each other, radio artists are cop- 
ping from everybody, but mostly 
vaudeville. The radioers are the 
worst. If a radio comic lifts a gag 
and uses it once there is no need 
to stop him, because he can’t use 
it more than once on the air. A 
vaudeville copper, who must use the 
lifted gag from then on, can be 
stopped after the first show if 
caught In time. 

If a vaudeville actor invents or 
introduces a fairly good gag that’s 
suited to ether use it will be tried 
by every radio act in the country 
within a week and murdered in 
every town on the route before the 
vaudevillian gets there. While for 
the vaudevillian there is no re- 
course against the radio stealing, 
since the V. “MM. A. has no air juris- 
diction and no other body with that 
power exists. 

The lifting amongst vaudevillians 
and only from one another is attri- 
buted to necessity. A break-in 
date for an act lucky enough to 
land one isn’t to be tossed away 
on any unknown quantity, hence 
the tendency of the majority of 
acts to use something tested. Even 
if not belonging to them, it’s better 
rather than to chance a new idea. 

There are few capable material 
writers available to vaudevillians, 
with the few good pens too high 
priced. Most are now in Hollywood 
in talkers’ employ. It’s doubtful 
whether more than a handful could 
return to vaudeville writing suc- 
cessfully, after the picture influ- 
ence. 

It may be possible to protect a 
bit of physical business or a situ- 
ation by filing detail with the 
V. M. A., the N. V. A. or ‘Variety,’ 
but to safeguard a gag or any other 
type of verbal material is now an 
im possibility. 

The copy act is a thing of the 
past now, with no need any long- 
er for that classification. Few mod- 
ern acts are not copies of others: 
usually several others, in their 
class. For radio ‘comedy’ acts, that 
goes double. 





Reno Takes Out Bits 


V. M. A. joint complaint bureau's 
arbitration of the Frank and Mil- 
ton Britton-Allan Reno infringe- 


ment case resulted in an agreement 
being reached by the two acts. 

Jack Shea, owner of the Reno 
turn, agreed to eliminate two pieces 
of business over which the Brittons 
had complained, following Reno's 
engagement last week at Loew's 
State, New York. 

The Brittons are in the Ziegfeld 
show. 





Dunedin Back in Act 


Jimmy Dunedin is returning to 
the vaude stage in a roller skating 


turn, including himself and une 
billed girl. He opens at the RKO 
Royal in the Bronx Wednesday 
(28). 


Dunedin quit riding bicycles a 
few years back to go vaude agent- 
ing. For the past few years he has 
been engaged by the St. George 
Hotel, Brooklyn. 

The Dunedin family at one time 
was considered an ace act in the 
trick bike field. 
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BACK HOME 





NELSON B. 


GLI ORD 


AND 


MARIE 


MARION 


© 


LONDON PRESS 
OPINIONS 





“THE ERA” 


“Nelson 3B. Clifford and 
Marie Marion in ‘Just Dumb.’ 
Here is an example of that 
slow humor which Americans 
have brought to a fine art. 
Miss Marion’s grimaces are 
the substance of the act. She 
can reduce her expression to 
almost any degree of imbecil- 
ity. While he supplies . the 
cues for her dithering moods, 
she wobbles to and fro from 
sheer lack of mental stabil- 
ity, cries for her mother, al- 
lows herself to be soothed, 
and tries an elementary ex- 
periment in vamping upon 
him.” 











“THE STAGE” 


“The other freshly imported 
act, that of Nelson B. Clifford 
and Marie Marion, has excel- 
lent comical qualities on the 
part of the lady as an eccen- 
tric slavey and afterwards as 
a weirdly-garbed lady who 
causes great laughter with a 
cornet. It is an act of con- 
siderable freshness, and the 
gentleman’s work is of sound 
value.” 








“THE PERFORMER” 


“New. from America, Nelson 
B. Clifford and Marie Marion 
made good with their act, 
‘Just Dumb,’ in which Miss 
Marion (who looks like Zasu 
Pitts, the screen comedienne) 
takes the low comedy of the 
proceedings with a quaint 
style rather foreign to Eng- 
lish palates. However, Miss 
Marion’s mugging and her at- 
tempts to dance and extract 
melody from a cornet all 
found favor, as did Clifford's 
song, ‘Was I Surprised?’ ” 








“LONDON VARIETY” 


“Clifford and Marion have 
a line of patter distinctly 
their own, and with some ex- 
cellent fooling took all the 
odds that were laid and left 
easy winners.” 











Many Thanks to 
British Managers 
for Offers 


Sd 


American Rep. 
LEE STEWART 
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3-Day F&M Units 
For Small Spots 
Once Each Month 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 


Oscar S, Oldknow and Mike Mar- 
co are in a huddle over the proposi- 
tion of spotting stage shows for 
three days once a month into eight 
towns in California: San Jose (for- 
merly a split with Fresno), Bakers- 
field. Pasadena, Stockton, Sacra- 
mento, Santa Barbara, Fresno and 
Long Beach. 

F&M units would shift in and out 
once monthly, either to break the 
jumps or for break-ins, on the 
theory the towns can’t stand stage 
shows regularly but can be bally- 
hooed into big biz as a_ special 
monthly attraction. 





Stockton staged an anniversary 











week and did well recently. 

Sacramento’s Senator, formerly 
with stage shows and m.c., plays 
straight pix, but since the Plaza has 
taken on three days of RKO vaude 
there was talk in that town of both 
the Senator and the Hippodrome 
slipping in shows to offset the 
Plaza’s pull, 





GRAND RAPIDS’ APPEAL 


Vaude’s Return Wanted — Starting 
Campaign 








Grand Rapids, Oct. 26. 
An effort to get RKO to put back 
vaude shows in the Regent here has 
been started by civic leaders. Sup- 
port of the daily papers is to be 
enlisted, . 
Hight theatres downtown, of 
which seven play straight pictures 
and one an occasional road show. 


F&M Celeb Jan. 15 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Tenth anniversary celebration of 
Fanchon & Marco as a producing 
firm is set for Jan. 15. All theatres 
using F&M service are tied in on 
the campaign. 

One of the features wiil be selec- 
tion of the 10,000th F&M line girl 
by Gae Foster, present stager for 
the firm, who was the first to be 
hired when Fanchon & Marco 
started at the Warfield, San Fran- 
cisco, in 1922. 


Vaude Breaks Record 


Sacramento, Oct. 26. 

Local Plaza, playing three days 
weckly RKO vaude units, broke its 
record last week with $2,900 gross 
for Saturday, Sunday and Monday. 
It’s a 1,000 capacity house, off the 
main stem (K St.) but has been 
pulling them over. 

House pays $1,300 for the regular 
four-act RKO unit, has a $700 over- 
head including film, and with $2,900 
gross shows a net of $600-$700. 

















Psuedo-Publix Drops 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

On threat of the license bureau 
to revoke its agency permit, the re- 
cently opened ‘Publix’ Pooking Of- 
fice has reverted to ‘Public’ Booking 
Office. Legal intervention from Pub- 
lix brought about the change in 
titles. 

Public outfit at first claimed it 
wasn’t cognizant of the infringe- 
ment, 





Lorraine on F&R Houses 


Harry Lorraine, former booker of 
indie vaude around New York, has 
been appointed supervisor of the 
Frisch & Rinszler houses in N. Y. 
They are the the Savoy, Republic 
and Ridgewood. 

These theatres were 
taken over from Fox. 

Fanchon & Marco office will book 
the vaude in the houses under the 
new direction. 


recently 





Lynn’s Full Week 
Lynn, Mass., Oct. 26. 
The Capitol installs vaudeville 


Saturday (31}, using four acts on 
a full week. 
House, independently operated, 


will secure shows through Arthur 








Fisher, “New York. ***~~ 


All Intacts Not Given 
Sound Trailers of Acts 


RKO intact shows will not be sup- 
plied with sound trailers of the en- 
tire four acts as recently proposed 
to Charley Freeman, head of the 
backing department, Freeman cut 
the idea down with a recommenda- 
tion that only special acts now and 
then be given the sound trailer. 

The idea was to make sound 
trailers of all acts comprising each 
intact show, to send a week ahead. 
Question of handling the situation 
in accordance with royalty regula- 
tions of the RCA Photophone which 
controls the equipment used by Na- 
tional Screen, makers of all RKO 
trailers was said to have been 
ironed out. 

Whether RCA will permit making 
of a few feet of sound trailer with- 
out contracting for entire 1,000 foot 
reel, per its regulations, may de- 
pend on RKO making any sound 
trailers at all. 


No Payoff at Gary 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Who's going to pay off the five 
acts which played four days at the 
Gary, Gary, Ind.? Inwald Moe, 
owner of the theatre, claims it’s up 
to Al Wolf, his manager, while the 


latter passes the buck to Fred 
Rosenthal, booker. The actors are 
holding the bag. 


Rosenthal, who didn’t collect com- 
mission on the date, was placed in 
the middle by Wolf who told the 
acts the booker had their money. 
Wolf later told it straight when it 
was discovered the house didn’t take 
in enough money on the four days to 
pay the $178 due the acts. In the 
box are DeBell and Lee, Bert and 
Percy, Alice, Mack and Fay, Patsy 
Sisters, and Ray Oswald. 


Gary got into the jam when re- 
opening as a vaudfilm stand last 
week with non-union help, includ- 
ing musicians, stagehands and op- 
erators. Opening night was greeted 
with a stench bomb that routed the 
customers who demanded refunds 
After that business was almost nil 
and when payoff time came around 
no money was forthcoming. 














Bridgeport Trouble 


Vaude is still out at the Hippo- 
drome and West End theatres in 
Bridgeport, Conn. through the 
inability of the stagehands to set- 
tle their differences with the man- 
agers. 

The two houses have been using 
20 acts weekly, 10 to a house on a 
five-act show split. Both were 
handled by Joe Carson, indie New 
York booker. 





After Gaiety for Vaude 


Solly Shaw has made a bid for 
the Gayety in Times Square with 
the intention of installing grind 
vaudfilm at 25c up to 7 p. m. and 
then 35-50c for the remainder of 
the night. 





MAINE’S INDIE VAUDE 
Portland, Me., Oct. 26. 
Vaude goes into the Jefferson here 
this week under Mike J. Garity’s 
management. Garity proposes an 
eight-act show, getting his acts 
from an indie source in Boston. 
The Jeff, through the new policy, 
will become vaude opposition to the 
local RKO house. 





Break in on RKO 


Kate Smith has taken three days 
of RKO time at the Flushing, Long 
Island, as a warm-up for her com- 
ing Paramount dates. She plays the 
Flushing Nov. 4-6 for $1,500 for the 
three days. 

Miss Smith is dated for the New 
York Paramount Nov. 13. 





Lenetska with Richards 


Harry Lenetska, who left the 
Morris office a week'ago, has con- 
nected with Max Richards. 

Lenetska goes on the RKO book- 
ing floor under Richards’ franchise 


OKLA. CITY OUT 


But With Calgary in, RKO Unit 
Shows Lose But One Day 








RKO’s intact route will lose four 
days in November when the full 
week in Oklahoma city goes straight 
pictures. The partial off-setter is 
the Capitol, Calgary, Publix house, 
which takes the PKO unit show be- 
tween Winnipeg and Vancouver for 
three days weekly, starting Nov. 2. 

The Okiahoma city house is the 


Warner, which RKO has booked 
since summer. It goes out Nov. 6. 
Calgary will pay $1,000 for the 


three-day bills. 


New Vande Stands 


Pittsfield, Mass., Oct. 26. 
Acceeding to public clamor, the 
operators of the Union Square the- 
atre here will add five acts to the 
pictures starting Nov. 1. 

Shows will be booked on a split 
week basis. 








Corning, N. Y., Oct. 26. 
Fox’s Corning starts playing five 
acts Nov. 5. 
This will be the first vaude here 
in five years. 





Newark, N. Y., Oct. 26. 
Newark theatre here is taking 
five acts for last halves only start- 
ing Oct. 31. 
Vaude will be booked by Dow 
Agency in New York. 





Godfrey Agent Again 


RKO has issued an agency fran- 
chise ‘to George Godfrey upon his 
request. Godfrey is giving up the 
legal practice to which he returned 
after leaving RKO about a year and 
a half ago. 

This will be Godfrey’s second try 
as a vaude agent, 


——— 


Marco Attempts 


South American 
Vaude Invasion 


se 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

An additional 15 weeks of book. 
ings in South America and southern 
points are being lined up by Fan. 
chon & Marco, which would exteng 
the time over this circuit to aroung 
65 weeks. 

Ben Lichtig, a former Univerga} 
film salesman in South America, ig 
working on the new dates. Spotg 
are spread all over the continent, 
As roughly outlined by Mike Marco, 
they would include six weeks in 
the Argentine, four in Brazil ang 
one each in Havana, Panama, Peru 
and Chile. 

Units will be offered to the the. 
atres at the same rates as in the 
United States providing transporta- 
tion is paid. South and Central 
American jumps are the first steps 
in what Marco hopes will be a 
world wide circuit. He now has aq 
man in Paris looking over possibile 
ities of sending units to Europe. 

Some replacement acts would be 
necessary for the South American 
spots, but most of units would go ag 
is. 

Marco has also talked over idea 
of a circuit in the United States 








playing straight vaude. No action 
taken yet on this, 
JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Bidg., 
New York City 
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BERNICE 
CLAIRE 


PRIMA DONNA 


Late of RKO Vaudeville and Star of Warner Bros. 
Productions 


“SONG OF THE FLAME”. 
“NO, NO, NANETTE’’ 
“KISS ME AGAIN’’ 
“TOP SPEED’’ 


This Week (Oct. 24) at 


B.S. Moss’ New Broadway Theatre 


YORK - 
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DAVE G 


HEADLINING 


ENARO 


OCT. 24, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
BOOKED SOLID UNTIL FEB., 1932 
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BURLESQUE—VAUDE 








WB Vaude Held Up 
In Midwest—Racine Try 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 


While waiting to settle union con- 
troversy locally, Warners is going 
ahead with stage shows out of town 
as a feeler. The Venetian, Racine, 
Wis., has taken on five acts Sun- 
days‘and if acceptable will go to a 
split week. 

-est of the time originally planned 
by WB remains in status quo. Ke- 
¥ 


Avera n 
VO7J E41 


ma 


nosha and She may follow 
the same lines as Racine, being out 
of local union jurisdiction. Same 
goes for Lima and Elmire, O., but 
Warners won't set any policy until 


straightening out the local situa- 


tion, which includes the Avalon, 
Stratford and Parthenon as key 
houses. 





1st Blank House ‘ad Vaude 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

First ‘of the A. H. Blank houses 
to return to vaude is the Palace at 
Madison City. It starts Nov. 7 with 
four acts on week-ends, to be 
booked out of the local RKO office. 

That makes the second vaude spot 
for Mason City. The Cecil there is 
booked out of the Chicago William 
Morris office. 





Keeping Out of 3 Towns 
Intention of the Columbia wheel 
to enter Jamaica, lL. I; Milwaukee, 
Wis., and Springfield, Mass., have 
been dropped. 








LEO BAYER 


AUTHOR 


VAUDEVILLE MATERIAL 


Phone PEan 6-9875 
234 West 44th St., New York 
Room 700 











“LEE WILMOT 


and 


RALPH PETERS 


Fanchon & Marco's 
“VACATION DAYS” IDEA 
Direction WILLIAM PERLBERG 














MATT BROOKS 


In a Fanchon & Marco Idea 
with 


BEN BARD 











CONWAY STEPS OUT 


Frank Silk Assumes Role and 
Franchise of ‘Liberty Belles’ 





Jack Conway, principal comic 
with ‘Liberty Belles,’ stepped out of 
the show. Frank X. Silk replaced. 

Conway's franchise greement 
with the wheel was assumed by 
Silk, with the Columbia Wheel’s 
home office hereafter to direct it, 


Aldine in Ptsbugh. at 
$53,000 for Burlesque 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 26. 
After first of year, Columbia bur- 
lesque shows here will be housed at 
the Aldine instead of the Academy. 
George Jaffe has taken over the 


seven-year lease on the Aldine from 
Loew's. 

Aldine, a straight picture house 
for years, has been closed since 
early last summer. House's annual 
rental is said to be $53,000 a year. 
Jaffe is believed to get it at a lesser 
amount. 


Lerw-Lyik Angle 


Loew's booking office has asked 
its franchised agents to submit all 
acts at home before selling them to 
Arthur Fisher for the indie week at 
the Lyric, New York. The Brandt 
brothers opened the Lyric this week 
with a policy of eight acts and 
screen shorts. 

The Loew ruling for agents isn’t 
an opposition declaration to the ex- 
tent of barring acts from the Loew 
time if playing the Lyric. 











Toledo’s Alibi 


With the closing of the Empire, 
Toledo, Saturday (24), as a Colum- 
bia wheel stand, the George Jaffe 
show, ‘Satan’s Daughters’ was 
dropped from the circuit. 


Empire is controlled by a Toledo 
banking firm which became involved 
in the recent closing of a chain of 
banks. That supplies the pretty 
good alibi all around. 





Erie Settled 

Labor trouble with the musicians 
at the Warner, Erie, Pa., which 
caused the inauguration of a vaude 
policy at that theatre to be de- 
layed, has been straightened. 

Warner will start booking acts 
into Erie shortly. 

















Personal Rep., IRVING YATES 


JOHNNY HYDE 


BETTY JANE COOPER 


AND 


LATHROP BROTHERS 


“Six Feet with a Single Thought” 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK, NOW 


RKO, CHAS. MORRISON 








Nat’l Winter Garden 


(STOCK) 


Sydney May, operator, 
Sachs, lessee and backer, are up 
against the wall that’s blocking 
and licking all burlesque today, 
only- they seem to be knocking their 
heads harder against it. They went 
to the trouble of rounding up a 
much hetter than average company 
for their opening. show and the 
company here and there goes to the 


and M. 


trouble of attempting sqmething 
different. 
But the company found out early 


what the boys out front wanted and 
that the boys wouldn’t stop until 


| the strippers doffed the brassieres. 


The audiences that used to go for 
something else besides stripping 
isn’t available to burlesque any 
more. 

Very friendly crowd opening | 
night. One party of house and cast 
friends had 50 seats on the left 
side. All the strippers got flowers 


and the classic of the evening was 
the manner in which they sup- 
ported the gauze in one hand and 
a bouquet in the other. 

George Walsh did the staging and 
guides most of the attempted pro- 
duction stuff in person on the stage. 
He's the chief elocutionist in tab- 
leaux that in burlesque passes for 
the higher art of entertairment. 

Joan Lee, Mae Dix, Jessie Mc- 
Donald, Mildred Hart, Fritzie White 
and Peaches, just plain Peaches, 
are the company’s six strippers, 
with that number probably due for 
reduction before long, along with 
the 20-girl runway line. Miss Lee 
is the best looker, Peaches is the 
best stripper, and Miss Di:: gets the 
featured spotting. 

Billie Lee, Art Mayer and Bobbie 
Wilson do the comedy, and what 
comedy, while Joe Devlin, Harry 
Cornell and Mattie White straight 
and now and then sing. White ap- 
parently had the best voice, in spite 
of a cold which seemed to bother 
him all evening. He led the chorus’ 
two semi-nude pose numbers in the 
first part. And some first part! It 
ended at 11:25. Opening night’s 
friendly recalls and padding caused 
the late running. 

For burlesquers, Jessie McDonald, 
among the women, should be the 
most pleasant surprise of this pro- 
ject. Among the vets in burleycue, 
she still stands up on appearance 
and work. Newcomers to the busi- 
ness won't have the opportunity to 
grow mellow in burlesque, It won't 
last that long. 

Opening show's most ambitious 
number aside from the strips and 
the mild comedy is a cooch inter- 
pretation of ‘Minnie the Moocher,’ 
by the girls, White, Cornell and 
Miss Dix. The booth man jammed 
it up from start to finish with a 
cue sheet that probably was written 
for something else. Had it worked, 
the number might have been the 
only new thing in burlesque since 
Mike Joyce changed the doorman 
at the old Columbia. Art Mayer in 
the Irish justice scene, which was 
badly overdone, broke three blad- 
ders in the course of the one bit. 
After the 20th sock it stopped be- 


ing funny. Bige, 
Still Bad 


Several Coiumbia wheel shows re- 
garded by circuit execs as bad are 
reported to still be in bad shape. 











Columbia in Montreal 
The Columbia, Montreal, goes into 
the Columbia wheel Pov. 1 as a re- 
sult of a deal there by Dave Kraus 
and Tommy Conway. 
Kraus went to Montreal last week 
to take over the house with Conway 





as manager. 


VAUDE AND BURLESQUE 


Both Return to Houses in Altoona, 
Pa. 








Altoona, Pa., Oct. 26. 


Vaudeville and burlesque back in 
Altoona after a year’s absence 


Jack Maloy brought Columbia wheel 


burlesque into the dark Embassy 
Thursdays, adding vaude Fridays 
and Saturdays, eight acts three 
times a day at 25-50c. 


Now the Skouras operated Mish 
ler theatre has RKO vaude daily 
three shows, along with a feature 


picture. 





Chorister Ushering 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 26. 

George Jaffe, burlesque manager 
here, has closed his own Columbia 
wheel show, ‘Satan's Darlings,’ after 
several poor weeks on the road. . He 
is bringing two of the. principals, 
Nazarro Hallo and Billie Diamond, 
and a dozen chorus girls to the 
Academy permanently. 

Present plan is to have the gals 
dressed as usherettes, seat the cus- 
tomers and then go into regular 
numbers, led by Misses Hallo and 
Diamond, all of them apart from the 
regular attraction. 

‘Satan’s Darlings’ was managed 
on the road by Jaffe's son, Ben 
Jaffe. Since the show closed he 
has been with his father at the 
Academy. 





STOCK OUT AGAIN 
Syracuse, N. Y., Oct. 26. 
Stock burlesque is again out at 
the Syracuse. 
Frank Sardino is trying straight 
films, 





* {RIETY 


Kich Doc’s Angel Son 
Gets Cold Feet Fast; 
Kedzie Lasts 3 Days 


: Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Cold feet on the part of Edward 
W. Monaco, youthful ‘angel’ of the 
Kedzie, resulted in that vaudeville 
venture of eight acts and no films 
doing a fast fadeout. Monace made 
he lease and held the keys to the 
box office. Lack of confidence in the 


31 
— 











future of the policy prompted him 
to grab everything that came in, 
Nobody knows how much that was 
| during three days, which was all 
the enterprise lasted 

Mfonaco had put up $600 cash with 
Tom Carmody, acting as the out- 
sider. That assured payment for 
the acts booked by RKO, namely, 
Hoard Sadelle and Bernice, 





Charles Brugge, Swede Hall, Prince" 
ton and Renee, Bob Stickney, Tator 
and Greene, Frances Kennedy and 
the Five Sakuras. 

Six-piece orchestra was also pro~ 
tected by a cash bond, but a stage 
crew of four and spotlight operator 
were still unpaid late last week, 
Monaco, with no previous theatri- 
cal experience is from the real es- 
tate business and the son of a 
wealthy Oak Park physician. 

First mistake was sczling the 
house at 60c. Later, but too late, 
this was changed to 40 and 25 for 
matinees. John Billsbury, RKO 
agent, promoted the deal, Monaco 
went into a panic when the house 
failed to do landoffice business from 
the gun, 

Second half bill was automatically 
cancelled, House is now completely 
dark, 
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THIS WEEK (OCT. 24), LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 


WILTON*°= WEBER 


FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THEIR CAREER ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR PRODUCTION 











VAUDEVILLE’S NEWEST SENSATION 








Direction—WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 


NOW RKO HIPPODROME, NEW YORK 


wx. cannan Pret “DD LR PAVISION 


- Featuring MAHNAC The Mystic Vision Girl 
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SELECTED BY RKO TO INAUGURATE THE FIRST VAUDEVILLE BILL IN THEIR NEWEST DE LUXE THEATRE, OPENING OCT. 24TH 
KAS RKO PALACE, ALBANY, N. Y. 
. Direction—WEBER-SiMON 
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Never before has a picture been PRE-SOLD on so far- 
reaching a scale! This ad is appearing now in big towns, little 
towns, towns in-between! Millions are reading it. Millions 
are competing for the THOUSAND DOLLAR PRIZE offered 
by “MOVIE ROMANCES”. And every one of these count~ 
less millions is clamoring to see how SAMUEL GOLDWYN 
actually DID end the story of The UNHOLY GARDEN! 





THIS IS BUT ONE OF THE MANY 
EXPLOITATION TIE-UPS ARRANGED BY 


UNITED ARTISTS 


to help you cash in on 


SAMUEL GOLDWYN'S 


production of 


Ty 
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heUNHOLY GARDEN’ 
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MAURICE CHEVALIER 
Songs and Comedy 

24 Mins.; One 
Paramount, L, A. 

Chevalier has evolved a corking 
act froni his imitators by imitating 
those who imitate him, utilizing 
Rudy Vallee and Willie Howard as 
examples, although the latter didn’t 
seem known locally. It might be a 
govud idea ‘to switch for regional 
effect. 

Rather ‘cute’ for a man, Chevalier 
states he doesn’t quite understand 
why ‘they keed me’ although he 
professes not to mind it, but since 
they ‘keed’ him he feels justified in 
‘keeding’ them back, whereupon he 
does two numbers to illustrate the 
manner in which he thought he did 
them: i. e., straight. Then, he adds, 
that Vallee and Howard don't be- 
lieve that’s the way he does his 
stuff, and he imitates them imitat- 
ing himself, and milks the idea dry, 
at the same time doing okay imi- 
tations of Vallee and Howard. 

Chevalier opens with a gracious 


speechlet concerning this marked 
evidence of their friendship and 
states he will do some old and new 
songs. Walter Donaldson is ap- 
parently the comedian’s favorite 


song writer now, 
with a brace of 
tunes, each time 
writer by name. ‘You Little Hunk 
of Love’ sounds oke but ‘Lucille’ 
(probably intended as another ‘Lou- 
ise’), which followed, slowed up. 

Chevalier is in street clothes 
throughout, only switching from the 
trade-marked straw to a cap for one 
number. 

Then the imitating imitators, with 


opening one-two 
new Donaldson 
mentioning the 


the naughty ‘Valentina’ in French 
for the finale, illustrated by some 
pretty broad gestures which had 


the gals out front squirming. 

Chevalier is guaranteed $10,090, 
with 50-50 after the first $5,000 net 
profit, over and above everything 
including his own salary, which 
means that after $45,000 gross he 
can commence cashing in on the 
split. House may hit $50,000 on the 
week. 

The imitation idea is elastic and 
can be wished onto his other per- 
sonators, using those best known 
in the respective sectors of the 
country. 
<a do in concert, at the San Fran- 
cisco Auto Show, for which he's be- 
ing negotiated, and in anybodv’s 
theatre, Abel, 


YORKE and GOLDIE (1) 
Hokum and Vocal 

16 Mins.; Two (Special) and One 
Chester 

Up to the musical finish in ‘one’ 
this is the former Yorke and Lord 
and Yorke and Marks routine, with 
Jack Goldie now Burt Yorke’s part- 
ner. Wherever they'll go for such 
lowdown hoke, which should be 
most everywhere, the act will get 
by easily. In emergencies Goldie’s 
singing at the end will save it. 

It’s Goldie who strengthens the 
act. Yorke’s previous combinations 
were minus the topper. It looks as 
though the tubby tenor contributed 
what was needed. 

Unbilled singing and slap receiv- 
ing woman takes some punishment 
to earn her spot. She stands up 
well while getting everything the 
others get except the bladder on the 
bean. But Yorke squirts seltzer in 
her face to even it up. ige. 





LARRY, FRANKIE and MURRAY 
Dancing 

8 Mins.; One 

86th St. 

No. 2 act that will hold down that 
spot safely in better-class neighbor- 
hood houses. Young trio work fast 
and in striving for something dif- 
ferent lift themselves a little above 
the conventional. 

Triumvirate is Larry Weill, 
Trankie Gerald and Murray Lene. 
One is a girl who mostly in acro- 
batic dancing lends a flash to her 
work. On the triple barrel-rolis and 
spills toward the finish she also 


takes part in the light layer of 
clowning that covers the legit 
dance efforts. 

All work throughout in* brown 


and yellow outfits, girl also wearing 
trousers and sweater that go to give 
collegiate touch. Char. 





FOUR WUERL SISTERS 
Saxophones 

11 Mins.; One 
Englewood, Chicago 


Strictly chautauqua, unless for a 
one-number spot in a picture house. 
That one number is here in a well- 
arranged medley of American folk 
songs, Which is a change from the 


usual operatic blurbs. 


Girls would look more pleasing if 
Look too stiff in 
awk- 
Straight 
playing on one instrument for 11 
minutes or even less is too tedious 


dressed otherwise. 
L.obble skirts, precipitating 
ward exits and entrances. 


for vaude consumption. Span. 





JUBILEE SINGERS (4) 
Singing 

8 Mins.; One 
Englewood, Chicago 


Not quite fortissimo for a colored 
No light or shade in 
routines either. Starts and ends with 


male quartet. 


spirituals, all of them same type. 


Act is a feature over WLS and 
for etherized purpose maybe okay, 
or maybe they're doing something 
Voices not bad, but if 


else there. 

the boys can get together on routine 

and arrangeme@nt $2 would. hap... 
: Span. 


¥ 


‘CRADLE SNATCHERS’ 
Comedy Sketch 

16 Mins.; Full Stage 
Coliseum 


(7) 


vaude skit it is mildly diverting. 


for climaxes is obvious; that 


in vaude it’s 
rule applies 


but 
same 


point, 


The to 


presentation 
the late 
Indian 


to the vaude 
‘Strongheart’ with 
Edeson as the 


play. As an evening affair 
novel and unusual, but in 
collapsed completely because it re- 


never was good vaude. 

‘Cradle Snatchers’ by its modern 
comedy twist and thanks to 
farcical work of the only featured 
player, Bertha Belmore, registers 
some legitimate sustained’ laughs. 
Just when the skit hops into broad 
farcical lines and to the scenes 
which made the play so amusing 
the curtain had to ring down: 
Cast in its supporting piaces does 
very well; the scene between the 
boy doing Oscar, ‘the Swede, and 


Miss Belmore the most amusing bit 


in the playlet. Marie. 





SYLVIA and CLEMENCE and 
ANDRINI BROS. 

Dancing, Music, Songs 

14 Mins.; Full (Special) 

86th St. 


Two girls and two boys. 


and brother team. 


are youthful and _ talented. 


music. The 
entertainment. 


strumental 
makes good 


all through. , 


by the boys on _ banjoes, 


hop bells. 
all four in bell hop uniforms. 


to ‘Poet and Peasant.’ 


okay. 


to follow, Earl, 


MERRIELL ABBOTT DANCERS 
Dancing 

13 Mins.; Full 

Lyric 


to get by. . 


scenic background. 
aren't hot. 


They're much 
at acrobatics and contortions. 
a little singing and dancing. 
enough for solo spotting. 


opening day, when 
was frequently off. 





ROD and MOREY CARTER (3 


Comedy, Dancing P . 
20 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Royal 


boys get nowhere with it. 
ing hard to be. 
lookers. 


shuffle. 
Idea 


Company not billed. 
is built around, two 


a roof. 
as presented here. 


With the 
they look oke. 


start with. 


ing, climaxing with four high. 





here in view of enthusiasm, Span, | 


Any time a vaude producer takes 
a stage success either comedy or 
dramatic and attempts to condense 


it for vaude, it’s a herculean task 
and in most cases falls short. of the 


anticipated results. Charles’ B. 
Maddock has tried for. a quick 
laughing punch in his miniature 


presentment of ‘The Cradle Snatch- 
ers’. As a play it was a hit. As a 


In a full-length play the build-up 
time 
premise permits the action and the 
dialog to carry it up to the high- 
different. 
either 
comedy or meller pieces. The most 
concrete proof of this as it pertains 
of 

Robert 
football 
player who was the big hero in the 
it was 
vaude 


quired the time for the buildup 
which the variety stage would not 
permit. It opened cold, ran cold, 


the 


Looks 
like the combo of a clever sister 


The performers 
The 
It's a type of an act he girls sing and dance in peachy style 
and the boys go for banjos and in- 
whole 

The 
hand of a knowing stager is evident 


Opens with the girls, accompanied 
singing 
they used to hop the buck but now 
Scene is hotel lobby with 
The 
boys nick the banjos for solos and 
the girls finish the act by tapping 
The Spark 
Plug song and horse ‘dance bit is 
Short encore in ‘one’ too light 


Another dancing troupe produced 
by Miss Abbott, but not as polished 
as Abbott girls at the State. last 
week. Eight girls in this turn go- 
ing through their routines in a man- 
ner that's just about good enough 


Girls aren't costumed too attrac- 
tively, nor are they given helpful 
Their groups 
better 
when working individually, usuaily 


Two girls are used as a team for 
Just 
ordinary warblers and not good 


A drawback for the troupe was 
the fact that it was at the Lyric 
the orchestra 


Not a bad idea as far as story is 
concerned for vaude, but the Carter 
They are 
not funny comedians, although striv- 


The boys have two peachy blonde 
An vlder man gets laughs 
at the start with a pansy bit, but 
soon forgets this and is lost in the 


boys 
opening a woman's sun solarium on 
It is only a germ of an idea 
With developing 
and in capable hands it could be a 


comedy sock. The act is a twin 
sister to the multitude of flashes the 
western shoestring producers in- 
flicted on vaude’s past Eat. 
SIX DANWILLS 
Acrobatic 
7 Mins.; Full 
Englewood, Chicago 

First time on an American the- 


atre stage for this circus troupe, 
seen last season with Sells-Floto. 
latter these Hungarian 
boys were probably lost, stepping in 
faster company, but from the stage 


Speed, prime requisite for any act 
of this type, is what this one has to 
After that they feature 
some pretty nifty teter-board jump- 


300d showmanship used here, too. 
Some of the yells might be cut down 





MORAN and MACK 
Blackface Comedy 
13 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Pantages, Hollywood (P-P) 
Returning to the stage after a 
professional fadeaway of more than 
a year’s duration, Moran and Mack 
indicate by selection of old material 
that this. week at the Pantages for 
$2,500 plus-a split of anything over 
$15,000 is just a pin-money oppor- 
tunity for them, and that they will 
make no serious attempt at a stage 
comeback yet. Beeause when Mo- 
ran and Mack material is old it is 
antique; performed for stage, phon- 
ograph, radio and pictures count 
less times. 
Meanwhile they're up for a fea- 
ture at Mack Sennett’s, and pos- 
sibly hurt their chances for that by 
letting the Pantages gross show 
that their draw has diminished dur- 
ing the idle period. 
Spliced into.the Fanchon & Marco 
‘Gay Feathers’ unit with a special 
levee backdrop and a couple of cot- 
ton bales upon which to recline, 
Charlie Mack and the original (ad- 
vertised) George Moran are wan- 
dering through an assortment oi 
their old dialog. bits, including the 
farm that. grows everything, the 
nondescript dog, good ol’ South 
A-frick-a,.and so on. After that 
comes their lazy boxing session, and 
then a shuffle-dance by Mack. 
Naturally, with dialog material 
such as that mentioned, which. is 
even preserved in several hundred 
thousand homes on phonograph rec- 
ords, the audience reaction must 
come only from the personal humor 
of Mack’s tireder-than-that deliv- 
ery. The average-size audience 
present for the opening performance 
Wednesday proved that Mack hasn't 
lost one bit of his ability in that 
line, and that if blackface acts ever 
regain their previous vogue he 
could grab himself a handful of for- 
tune. 
Alexander Pantages booked this 
act several years ago at his down- 
town theatre (now Warners), and is 
said to have lifted the mortgage 
With them. That’s one of the rea- 
sons why they’re at the Hollywood 
Pantages this week, but gross indi- 
cations are for only an average 
$11,000. 
However, Mack probably could 
live for 300 years and still have lots 
of spending money. Bang. 





DANCING FANTASIES (6) 

Dance Fiash 

20 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Royal 

Contains six good specialty peo- 
ple, but loses .its effectiveness by 
running too long. The mistake here 
is in giving the -people each two 
specialties. With 10 minutes cut 
it would make a fast dance flash, 
go00d enough to open or close the 
average bill. 

No one billed. Sister team dances 
nicely, especially in an acro num- 
ber. Fan number outmoded. <A 
two-boy tapping combo did well in 
a challenge. 

Marvel, introduced by the singing 
m.c., is the well-known deaf-and- 
dumb male toe and Russian dancer. 
He stood out. The singer would do 
better to forget ‘Diana.’ Earl, 


EDISON and LOUISE 
Musical 
10 Mins.; One 
Lyric 
Mixed couple with a few novelties 
and a fair deuce act. Girl is a nice- 
looking blonde. She gets a few 
tunes out of air escaping from a 
balloon and a blown-up rubber toy. 
Follows with a little hoofing. Boy 
comes out with a home-made con- 
traption which sounds like a sax 
when he plays it, and is taken apart 
toward the finish. Girl joins him 
for a bit in the latter number, get- 
ting some melody out of a metallic 
contraption on a vacuum to which 
electric current is attached. 
Accordion and banjo instrumenta- 
tion by both follows. Girl finished 
the act nicely with a tap dance on 
her toes, 


EVA OLIVOTTI 
Songs 

7 Mins.; One 

RKO, Los Angeles * 

Eva Olivotti has been heard 
around on radio. She has a clear 
and well trained soprano, perhaps 
better suited for a concert platform 
or the type of Roxy or Capitol 
presentation shows in New York 
than vaude. Still she manages a 
fair vaude turn, selecting her lilt- 
ing ballads for popular appeal. 

She looks nice, doesn’t perform 
stiffly without becoming too osten- 
tatious on striving for the popular 
conception of*stage presence, and 
clicked off a neat score in the body 
of the bill. 

With the proper break she should 
be a wow on the air. Abel. 
SEILER AND WILLS 
Dances 
14 Mins.; Full 
86th St. 

The last heard of Jay Seiler in 
the file was with the Four Peaches. 
Gone are the peaches and replacing 
is a corking acrobatic femme who 








Seiler is doing a routine along his 
former lines with a highlight the 
dance he does on the semi-circied 
skis. For the finish he and Miss 
Wills do an inebriated dance rou- 
tine. 





i hit, but, forgivable on their debut 


Burt. Milten assists atthe nigne. 


t ; Mark. 


gai ~ f 


has several contortionistic tricks 
not found in the other boneless! 
demonstrators. 


j toughest hombre, 


HARRY SAVOY 
Comedy, Singing, ' 
23 Mins.; One 
8éth St. 

Too much running time {fs too 
much, especially when it’s a single 
or, as in this instance, a double. 
Harry Savoy, aided by a comely girl 
stooge, falls short of possibilities 
that might be, partly through wear- 
ing out his welcome. His act makes 
a nice landing at the finish, but in 
its flight it goes through a lot of 
air with cylinders missing. 

Too great a portion of the talk is 
made up of old gags. An absurd 


2 
" 


special sung, including gags and 
partly composed of song titles, 


wouldn't be missed. The John Bar- 
rymore bit as Richard III is com- 
mendable, but gagged up a little 
loses some of its punch. 

Savoy, working in misfit clothes 
and starting off stuttering, occa- 
sionally falls to stuttering later on 
in talk with the stooge. That pass 
at the stooge’s northeast end going 
southwest drew its intended laugh, 
when caught. 

Savoy has a surefire manner of 
working, affecting in a way the de- 
meanor of one who might be trying 
to entertain pals at a smoker. 
Many cracks to the audience, some 
extemporaneously, strike that fa- 
miliar note, Char. 


JEANNE LYNTON and Co. (9) 
Dance Flash 
18 Mins.; Full (Special) 


Academy 
Second-grade entertainment and 
sluggish except for a supporting 


teain’s work, principally their nov- 
elty acrobatic specialty in which the 
girl does the increasingly popular 
unconscious act while her partner 
ties her in knots. The rest of the 
act flounders throughout, with clos- 
ing weak. A house like the Acad- 
emy can’t stand too many flashes 
like this unless everything else has 
unusual strength. 

Miss Lynton is on three times and 
in the finale, mostly doing acrobatic 
work, None of it rises above the 
medium-time average, and the way 
that drum roll is prolonged for a 
very elementary acrobatic turnover 
doesn’t help one of her numbers. 
Too much is promised and too litile 
delivered, 

Mixed team doing the one spe- 
cialty that gives the act a bite also 
appear in a waltz earlier in the rou- 
tine. The suppleness of the girl 
stands out, overshadowing every- 
thing else in the revue. Chor. 


—_—_—_—_ —_—____ 


Joe YOUNG and Jean JOYSON (1) 
Comedy. Dancing 

14 Mins., One 

Jefferson 


Miss Joyson a short time back did 
a single. Her pipes then were 
something to write aunt Maggie 
about. She dropped out of the pic- 
ture and now bobs up as a straight 
for little Joe Young. She is aces 
in the new job, 


although those 
peachy pipes have been slightly 
jarred. : 


Young has taken some of his past 
junk, added stuff that is new to him, 
but old to others, and it’s the new 
act. He is a busy guy, but too 
sotto on the voice at times, which 
muffs points. When heard he 
touches off the funny bone, Hal 
Baker, juve hoofer and femme ap- 
peal picks up Young's waning finish 
— slams it over for a sock. 
oung may have some trout 

with the shirt bit. je a 


GUS MULCAY 
Harmonica and Dancing 
10 Mins.; One 
Audubon 


Gus Mulcay is a picture house and 
vaude single who has profited by 
experience. He has a corking turn, 
entertaining and not overdone. 

Mouth organ players have been 
rather abundant, but in groups. 
Mulcay is alone and his harmonica 
turns the trick. What tapping and 
splits he works in as he plays take 
it away from the straight musical 
class. 

Mulcay, with an agreeable per- 
sonality, did not overstay and re- 
frained from doing an encore. He 
opened with straight harmonica 
playing and then into impressions 
On the ‘Blues’ he uses a split for 
a finish. Several stories are told. 
but not important. Mark. 








Joseph and Roxy La ROCCA 
Music and Comedy 
14 Mins., One 
Jefferson 
Roxy La Rocea, knéwn for many 
years on the vaude stage with his 
harp, has felt the consolidation urge 
and has taken on his brother, Jo- 
seph, another harpist. Both whip 
a mean harp, but the act is weak 
until the double harp encore bit. 
Both boys attempt for comedy 
and it all muffs. Why two clever 
musicians should try so hard to be 
funny is one of those vaude mvs- 
teries. With two harps planted in 
one or before scenery and just the 
nimble fingers of the two La Roceas 
it would be enough to please the 
Lar, 
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Yellow Peril Thru 





(Continued from page 1) 


thing. The lowered price was met 
as a result of a natural condition. 

Chinese cafe operators place a 
large share of the blame for logt: 
patronage on the novelty end of the 
chop suey joints. They say that 
novelty sent over and held up the 
cheap Chinese restaurant, but with 
the novelty off, there was no lure 
left. 

One Chinaman, among the first of 
his race to promote ornate chop 
suey places over here, gives as hig 
opinion the women are the cause 
and effect of the Chinese restay. 
rant, With the rise of the chink 
place the women wanted to gg 
there; it looked so alarming outside 
and . inside. When the women 
vamped because the lights went up, 
that was their way of saying they 
had had enough. 

To replace the cafe void the Chi.” 
nese believe they, have hit upon” 
something else in the food line, with ° 
the first of these in toast. 

Chop suey in the drug store ig 
comparatively recent. The Chinese 
are not interested in the drug-store 
suey trade 








Keys 
(Continued from page 18) 


gust, but who were working on 
temp. okays until the next exam. 
Affected the Norwalk, Graham 
and Belvedere Strand theatres, with 
licensed union men replacing. : 


; Reading, Pa. 
Ben Greber, Philadelphia, until re- 
cently ass’t. mgr. at the Astor, made 
manager of Warners’ Arcadia, 25- 
cent house. 





Baltimore. 
V. Somers, from Steel Pier, At- 
lantic City, now Rappaport’s house 
manager at the Hipp. Howard Bur- 
man, Somers succeeds Ace Beery 
who went to Pittsburgh. 


Marion, O. 

Two men forced Fred A. Williams, 
Marion theatre manager, to open the 
theatre safe, yielding them $300, 
They then threw him from their 
automobile near the city. He was 
unhurt, 

Williams said he was seized on 
the porch of his home. 


Newark, N. J. 
The Terminal, now belonging to 
Skouras, starts new policy next 
wee!l: with features changed twice 
a week—some first runs—and new 
prices, 15¢c for early birds and 26¢ 
top, raised to 25-35 week ends. 


London, Canada, 

Poking a gun into the face of Isa- 
bel Gowie, a lone gunman rob 
the outside box office of the Grand 
and escaped with $100 at 9:15 Fri- | 
day night. Miss Gowie covered & 
roll of bills amounting to $300 with 
her right arm while she frantically . 
pressed the burglar alarm to her 
left. The gunman missed the larger . 
roll. 

The robbery is the first box office 
job that has ever been pulled off in 
this city. 


Mansfield, O. 
Warners’ proposed new theatre to 
go forward early in December. 
House will be erected on site of old 
Von Hof hotel in downtown district. 
Theatre building to be two stories 
high, 


Greenville, S. C. 
Publix’ disposal of Egyptian, pice 
tures, dark several months, struck 
last minute set-back. New tenant 
reneged, saying he couldn't get , 
financing expected. 


NEW ACTS 


Max Hayes’ 
(7). 

Herman Wells, formerly of Red- 
mond and Wells, has teamed with 
Mary Dunn in Los Angeles. 

Four Reid quadruplets. 





> 
‘News on Parade 





Mishawauka—3 Days 
Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Tivoli, Mishawauka, Ind., opened 
last Friday (23) with three days of 
week-end vaude, playing four acts. 
if clicking, L. Cochovety, the owner 
will slip vaude into his Strand 
house in South Bend, for the first 
halves. 
Seing handled 
Zemater office. 


Charlie 


by the 


— 


for 





a picture house tucn, put okay 
vaude, especially on a short bill. 

Buddy Howe is the same progres= 
sive youngsters scen around in I". 0 
M. units the past couple of seasons 


HOWE, LEONARD and KEP! ty annexing Jack Leonard for cou 
Dancing and Comedy edy touch and Miss Kepi, nice look - 
13 Mins.; One and Three ing tapner, a promising turn has 
Englewood, Chicago resulted. h 
Satisfying, nimble paced dance Howe shoulders the pu yeh wit 
Let. with just enough interpolstadess is own Stepping, winding UD ak 
| comedy to send it over. Ostensibly | is, Stagg qyucg yt rs ppl : 5 = 
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PALACE 


ofp 
(St. Vaude) 

Just an in-betweener this week, 
booked with a prayer and a pencil. 
Everybody's waiting for the Can- 
tor-Jessel layout, which arrives 
next week. Meanwhile the booking 
office is holding its breath. There 


has never been as much advance 
talk and interest as there is over 
the Oct. 31 booking. That talk sub- 
merges the current program as it 
submerged last week’s and the 
week’s before. Fortunately the cur- 
rent bill turns out pretty good, per- 
haps better than was expected, 

For the real laugh of the week or 
month, and too bad the laymen 
among Palace customers can’t get 
it, is Charlie Freeman as a John 
Gilbert in the Pathe newsreel. Is 
he hot? 

He looks kinda bare on top, but 
the setting isn’t bad. The big desk 
that’s weak on all sides from re- 
sounding those loud ‘No’s’ hides 
much of the Freeman physique, 
with Freeman seated, as usual. You 
get just enough to get the idea. 
Freeman’s idea isn’t bad either, 
even for a booking office head. He 
picked Cantor and Jessel as stooges 
for his screen debut. Gus Edwards 
is on first. Freeman is in the ocpen- 
ing scene and also in the second. 
In the second he points to his desk 
while looking at Cantor and Jessel 
and says, and very nicely, too: 
‘ere are your contracts, boys. Go 
ahead and sign them.’ From that 
you can tell he’s only acting. 

Bert Lahr, Nick Lucas and Norma 
Terris, last named holding over, are 
the names this week on a bill of 
geven acts and an afterpiece. Lahr 
is still doing the cop stuff in ‘one 
and the test tube bit from ‘Flying 
High’. Five of Miss Terris’ imita- 
tions are repeats from last week. 
The bill’s only new routine is by the 
act that’s probably played here 
most often, Borrah Minevitch. 

It would be silly to blame Lahr 
for repeating with an act that’s 
no longer flop-proof, for as long 
as the Palace will buy it for $4,500 
Lahr would be foolish not to accept. 
But it’s a mutual fault that can’t 
react favorably on either the the- 
atre or the actor. 

Lahr is a naturally funny guy. He 
proves that this week, not only in 
his own turn, but in the afterpiece 
with Miss Terris, in which he 
makes them laugh at lines that are 
terrible, So it’s impossible for 
Lahr to miss a certain number of 
laughs under any conditions. The 
disappointment Saturday, though, 
was the difference in response to 
Lahr’s routine when first played 
here for two weeks last spring, and 
this week, when it looks played out. 

Miss Terris started with two new 
gubjects for her mimicry, Raquel 
Meller and Billie Burke. Neither 
geemed well known to this house 
and excepting for a few in the au- 
dience who got them, they were 
passed up. The Helen Morgan got 
her the first rise, making the Hope 
Williams, Janet Gaynor, Helen 
Kane and Beatrice Lillie take-offs 
easy. She’s doing Lahr again, but 
this time it’s much stronger, with 
Lahr himself preceding on the bill. 
The Lahr imitation closed the act 
as the second or third encore and 
beat everything else as an applause 
getter, as was only natural. It was 
remindful of Cissie Loftus when 
Cissie would imitate the other acts 
on the bill. While Miss Terris is 
no Loftus, she has become a keen 
oUserver and student of other art- 
ists; probably more so than any 
other woman mimic today. As Lahr 
was her most successful bit, while 
the only man among those imitated 
it might be advisable for Miss Ter- 
ris to try other men of the stage 
&s she progresses. 


Rath Bros. opened the bill with 
their slow calisthenics, as they have 
opened ’em before, and a fiash with 
a girl in it seemed a bit different 
for the Palace deuce, though stick- 
ing to routine in all-dancing. It is 
the Betty Jane Cooper-Lathrop 
Bros. turn with a third boy, un- 


. billed, and a Yates special, includ- 


ing the stairs. Just off the intact 
route and more intact than the 
route. Lathrops’ walking buck with- 
out music was liked best. 

. Eddie Conrad had to struggle for 
many of his laughs, which isn’t cus- 
tomary for him, but the struggle 
Was over when Miss Eddy began 
to sing. They finished as usual, 
Nick Lucas was also as usual in 
about six songs After two numbers 
e€ asked for requests and sang 
what he wanted to. A ,lant on the 
shelf helped a lot. 


Lahr and Miss Terris sand- 
Wiched intermission, with the news- 
reel and Freeman featuring the 
latter. Minevitch closed the regu- 
lar vaudeville layout with his har- 
monica kids, and this didn’t depart 
from the ordinary either. Borrah 
got his customary recalls and didn't 
fail to have the house in his mitt 
all the way. He's getting more 
Comedy than ever out of the mid- 
et and more music out of the boys. 
z nevitch isn’t playing at all now, 

tough he should do one number. 
we Terris and Lahr played 
"ah Was announced as a sequel 
bad rand Hotel’ as Noei Coward 
light Write it. It's mostly a pan 

vr Coward. They take the double 


——— 





pratter from the couch to the floor 
after going through the reverse 
make stuff and Miss Terris ends it 
by asking the gentleman his name. 
Previously Lahr, as a man with 
only six weeks to live, tells the lady 
she’s out o’ luck because it takes 
him six weeks to get interested. 


A sign in the lobby advises the 
public to buy the Cantor-Jessel bill 
tickets early. By Saturday a $4,500 
advance has been already regis- 
tered. According to the business in- 
side, the Palace box office boys are 


mostly 


tly working on the future book. 


Bige. 


LYRIC MUSIC HALL 


(OPENING BILL) 

William and Harry Brandt have 
taken over this legit house on a 
reported two-year lease to try 
vaudeville on 42d street, combat- 
ing the two burlesque theatres on 
Broadway’s most important side 
street. The Brandts are running 
this 1,100-seater on a grind policy, 
four shows a day. Two hours are 
devoted to vaude, eight acts, and 
one hour to shorts and newsreels. 
No feature. The Brandts are call- 
ing the Lyric a ‘music hall.’ 

Full-week policy. Scale is 25c at 
all times, matinees and evenings, 
excepting Saturday and Sunday 
nights, when the ante is raised to 
40c, 

Arthur Fisher, booking the vaude 
here, did a nice job with the eight- 
act opening bill. It is composed 
chiefly of standard acts, topped by 
Moss and Frye and Joe E. Howard. 

One big fault here is the break 
between the vaude and the pictures 
and again in the change from pic- 
tures to vaude. Too many moments 
are allowed to elapse between the 
breaks, with intermission coming 
only when the show goes from the 
stage to the screen. Then the or- 
chestra plays a few numbers, but 
the time is too long and the orches- 
tra wasn’t active for a few minutes 
while the audience waited for the 
pictures to start. Caused an em- 
barrassing pause. Same thing hap- 
pened in the switch from the films 
back to vaude, only this time the 
orchestra didn’t play at all. 

That orchestra also needs plenty 
of rehearsing. Its timing was bad 
and didn’t help the acts and it 
played too loud. Nine pieces in the 
pit. 

Other faults included leaving the 
side curtains partially drawn dur- 
ing the pictures, which left those 
seated on the side out of luck. And 
the stagehands couldn’t seem to pry 


the curtains back enough in the 
wings, while making plenty of 
noise. 


Three Aces, fast roller-skating 
trio, on first. Two boys and a girl in 


clever stunts on the rollers. One 
boy taps and does an eccentric 
dance with the skates attached. 


Edison and Louise (New Acts) fol- 
lowed in a novelty act of the famil- 
iar variety, playing tunes on bal- 
loons from which the air is escap- 
ing and novelty bits. Audience 
liked the hoke of George Niblo and 
Co. Another chap comedes with 
Niblo, both supposed to be two old 
soldiers, while a straight is the 
commanding officer. Most of the 
comedy evolves from the boys’ at- 
tempt to go through the manual of 
arms, 

Joe E. Howard is on next, as- 
sisted by four girls. Three work as 
a sister team, rendering erratic har- 
mony a la Boswell Sisters. Girls 
are good and went here. So did 
Howard. Howard announces he'll 
sing some of his old hits, and in- 
cludes ‘Shine On, Harvest Moon.’ 

Jack McBride's buffoonery is the 
sort of material this type house 
goes for. It’s all low hokum, with 
stooges running. on and off and in- 
terrupting McBride. A small girl 
assists as a foil with songs and 
rough comedy. Another girl and a 
chap are also on as support. Mer- 
rell Abbott Dancers (New Acts) are 
a nice-looking enough dancing 
troupe, all girls, but suffered from 
the orchestra cuing. 

Moss and Frye goaled them here 
with the same line of patter they 
have been using for years. Team 
hasn’t anything new to offer, but 
what they have was liked. 

Young Kam Troupe, acrobatic 
Jap turn of two men and five girls, 
classy closer. Three young girls 
were the hit of the act with some 
fancy joint displacements. 

On the film end were two comedy 
shorts, one featuring Eddie Buzzell 
titled ‘Criss-Crossed,’ and the other 
Hotter Than Haiti,’ in which Slim 
Summerville is featured. Latter is 
new, according to the files. Also a 
Mickey Mouse cartoon, Pathe Re- 
view and Universal Newsreel. 
Subjects were oke and 


break the monotony, a little 


but 


dramatic short wouldn't be amiss, | 


seeing that most everything on both 
stage and screen was comedy. 
Lyric held a good house Saturday, 
nearly capacity and almost 100% 
male. i 
as the Brandts probably sense, since 
they are employing good-looking 
girls as ticket takers, candy sellers 


and usherettes. 

If Arthur Fisher can continue 
booking bills that will hold up as 
good as this on a budget said to 
be about $3,000 per week, and thi 


Brandats straighten out the wrinkles 
the Lyric might make a little 
money. 


sufficed to | 


That's natural on 42d street, | 


BROADWAY 


Television in its first known dem- 
onstration in a theatre as a part of 
the regular program finds 19 min- 
utes reserved for it here on a show 
which in entirety runs two hours, 
31 minutes. It will draw the curi- 
ous, teasing plenty past the box of- 
fice to see what this here tele is all 
about, regardless of whether it’s 
good or bad. Supporting or sup- 
ported for current appeal is a lym- 
phatic programmer, ‘The Tip Off’ 
(RKO-Pathe), and a 55-minute 
| stage show of revued-up vaudeville 
which will satiate sundry tastes. 

If the crowds drawn to the recent 
Madison Square Garden radio show 
to see television exhibited meant 
anything, B. S. Moss’ lone half-and- 
half operation on Broadway is in 
for possible business. 

With the house packed at an early 
hour Saturday afternoon, the audi- 
ence surprised by applauding the 
television demonstration, although 
it is in such primary stages as an 
entertainment medium that strictly 
as diversion it so far has nothing 
except novelty. Many people have 
only a smattering idea of what tele- 
vision is like. If they didn’t see it 
at the Garden, and maybe if they 
did, they will doubtless storm in 
here to get a slant at it. 

Tele shows may eventually be- 
come practical in theatres, but un- 
less science and development moves 
fast, it will be some time before 
broadcasting of images synchron- 
ized by voice can begin to compete 
with talking pictures. Or with 
radio, its first cousin, 

At the same time, show business 
cannot avoid the fear that televised 
shows may some day in the not too 
distant future become an opposition 
reality. That is all the more for- 
bidding when it is recalled how the 
earliest motion pictures looked with 
their poor reproduction, flickering, 
etc. Radio a bare eight years ago is 
another reminder of how fast 
science is marching. 

In the demonstration given here, 
the 10-foot screen of the Sanabria 
Television Co., Chicago, is hung in 
the center of the stage directly over 
a sound-proof broadcasting room 
which is almost totally in darkness 
as the televising is being done. 

Carveth Wells, explorer and au- 
thor, acts as m.c., and attempts to 
allay any suspicions in the audi- 
ence’s mind, because the artists are 
televising from the stage, that there 
may be something phoney about the 
proceedings. 

After talking considerably down- 
stage and introducing several ar- 
tists, all of whom do brief bits, ac- 
tion moves to the actual televising. 
Wells first talks, Emily Day, sop, 
singing ‘My Mother’s Eyes,’ and 
John Tio offering his talking parrot 
in a very short and undistinguished 
bit. A brief pause to assure the 
audience it’s no fake and Vincent 
Lopez is conscripted from the audi- 
ence. He says a few words, with 
Ruth Burns following in the chorus 
of a pop song. Actual televising 
consumes about 10 minutes. 

Scanning disc lines show very 
clearly, blurring the images simi-. 
larly to the flickering of pictures in 
their earliest stages. Everything is 
in closeup, with only head and 
shoulders showing, but with the 
large screen two people in one in- 
stance get within its limits. 

Whether the novelty of television 
wears off before it is perfected for 
practical uses is the burning ques- 
tion. Time will be the answer. 

The demonstration immediately 
follows the fourth Moss revue with 
Jans and Whalen, Bernice Claire, 
Barto and Mann, Helene Brandt, 
Darling Twins, and Jeannette Brad- 
ley with the Albertina Rasch string 
of girls. 

It’s a well-staged mixture of vaud 
along revue lines under a policy in- 
stituted by Moss up here that is be- 
ing put to a test. It has good 
chances of surviving that test. With 
good music in the pit, reminding of 
musical comedy crew work, and the 
entire show routined quite away 
from vaude standards with some 
similarity to picture house presen- 
tation style, complaint can come 
only from those who still demand 
their vaude, like their liquor, with- 
out any trimmings. 

Al Trahan, billed, disappointed 
with announcement that was due to 
failure of baggage to get in from 
Chicago, Barto and Mann replacing 
in their socko dance-clowning turn. 
The Jans and Whalen twain, doing 
most of their regular routine, split 
up throughout the show, also act as 
masters of ceremonies, and in bits 
with Helene Brandt and others build 
up a lively interest. 

Bernice Clair sends several strong 
song numbers over her easy-to-hear 
soprano. The Darling Twins do in- 
troductory work at beginning and 
end, while Jeannette Bradley gets a 
couple singles to herself, with the 
Rasch girls backing. She fails to 
show up better than average in her 
| work. 

The 12-scene show was pieced to- 
| gether by LeRoy Prinz, who until | 
| recently staged units for Fanchon & | 
Marco. Char. 





j slanaiaiaiasiiatasbaa 
| 86TH STREET | 

The staid 86th seemed like an- 
other theatre in a different spot 
Saturday. Audience was in holiday 
mood. They laughed and applauded 
and behaved like opening day when 


vaude was vaude, A magician 
touched his magic wand to the usu- 
fallv funereal house of mirth, It} 





'and sleight o’ 
|; opening 


| recently 


;}to ring in 


was Eddie Cantor. It’s Cantor all 
along the street and through York- 
ville for four days. He’s jamming 
‘em in. Even the early bird first of 
four daily shows at noon had ’em. 


If vaude had 52 Cantors its wor- 
ries would fade. He tells gags that 
others could tell without effect, but 
which in his hands rock the walls. 
He gets intimate. They love it. He 
sings. THey whistle. He begs off. 
They insist he stay. He does, and 


STATE 


Four shows Saturday with more 
set for Sunday made it a busy 
weekend for the vaude acts at the 
State. The four-show arrangement 
makes it necessary for all turns te 
stick within allotted time and ‘not 
force encores, The State show a4d- 
hered, although there were instances 





that’s success. His gag about fruit 


in California looking like Sophie 
Tucker, the General Pershing and 
Roxy ushers bit, his fun with | 
Chase & Sanborn, for whom he} 
broadcasts, and the scene in ‘two 


with Janet Reade in which he can- 
cels half a sandwich order because 
she shoots herself were highly am- 
plified howls. Cantor could 
be on. 

The show Cantor is 


set in with 


no small potatoes, either. It marks | 


an initial vaude trip by Janet 
Reade (New Acts) and she is a 
natural for the continuous. 


Sylvia and Clemence and Andrini 
Brothers (New Acts) hit the open- 
irz spot and mopped up. Carefree 
youthfulness combined with things 
done a bit different makes this an 
ace act of-its type. If William and 
Elsa Newell play the Palace this 
season the Helen Morgan imitation 


of Elsa’s will create talk. It is 
startlingly funny and cruel. The 
Newells can usually be depended 


on to hold their own in most cases. 
They lightly poke fun at vaude act 
construction in a suave manner. A 
burlesque ‘Bring Back Those Melo- 
drama Days’ in a song is nifty, as is 
the gag of bringing out the mother. 
She enters wearing a fur coat and 
silly cracked that his mother had 
advance reports on the audience. 
Whoever does the exploitation 
for this house went for the works 
on Cantor. No matter where one 


looks the phisog of Eddie peers 
out. Meat markets, stores, etc., 


have Cantor window cards. Screen 

attraction lost in the Cantor shuf- 

fle is ‘American Tragedy’ (Par.). 
Earl. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

This week’s bill at the Palace re- 
minds of the punch line ‘back to 
two slices again’ in the familiar 
bread story. After buildjng up to 
eight acts last week that, despite a 
disconnected running order, was 
box office value, Chicago’s only 
vaude stand comes right back with 
a grand gathering of three turns 
this week. 

No matter how you figure it it’s 
still three acts, even if the Weaver 
Bros. and Elviry would do 406 min- 
utes instead of the 46 they actually 
do and which is plenty, it- would 
still be one act. Other two are 
Keller Sisters and Lynch and 
Gwynne, illusionist. 

What difference does it make that 
the Weavers turn is split up so that 
part of the same act can be billed 
as an individual act, which it isn’t. 
It’s true that people know and ex- 
pect a long act from the Arkansas 
handsaw experts, but how does such 
an imposing layout of three (count 
‘em) acts look on paper? 

Even with Olsen and Johnson the 
Palace never got away with less 
than four acts, so why make chumps 
of the Weavers? And why put them 
in a spot so tough, following last 
week’s eight turns? That’s what's 
called killing the golden goose or 
something, considering the Weavers’ 
popularity and drawing capacity in 
this town. 

And maybe the Weaver family 
didn't know the hole they were in 
when they got a load of the abbre- 
viated layout and realized what 
they had to follow? From report 
the mountaineer folk were plenty 
sore about it, but if anybody should 
have been mad it’s the customers. 
And maybe they were. Next couple 
of weeks will tell, when the Palace 
goes back to five conventional acts 
and no outstanding headliners. 


So the Weaver clan practically 
trumped their own aces and tried to 
put on a show single handed. Re- 
sult didn’t benefit the act. With 
nothing new to sell, it was a tough 
job to convince the audience. 
Whether the circumstances had 
anything to do with it or not El- 
viry’s usual dynamite was toned 
down considerably, 

Keller Sisters and Lynch were 
well received and deservedly. Style 
of harmony crooning by this estab- 
lished trio is not the kind to go out 
of vogue. This is one act that knows 
the value of dressing up a turn so 
that it will stand out. After three 
songs, some with special patter, the 
blonde Keller girl tears off a nice 
roll of taps to break up the vocal 
refrains, 

Gwynne, with his magic, illusions 
hand work, took the | 


spot. Both Thurston and 


Blackstone have been around town | ‘ 


but he went right ahead | 
and turned out some neat and effec- | 
tive tricks just the same. 
! 
On top of everything else the pic- 
ture, ‘Wicked’ (Fox) only ran 57 
minutes, which made it necessary | 
additional fillers. No } 
cutting on this vaude show. which} 
copped 73 minutes Span. 


still | 


where the audience demanded more 
lbut didn’t get it 

On the screen is ‘Get Rich Quick 
Wallingford’ (Metro) with the Wil- 
Haines and Jimmy Durante 
| combo. If the audience didn’t get 
ja laugh in the stage show, they got 
| it from that Schnozzle. 
With the four 
|lopped off its overture 
| Hearst news open. And 
strange not to have the 
its stuff. 

Seven Uyeno Japs 
vaude and gave the bill a good 
start. The men are fast, skillful 
workers, with a routine a little bit 
different than the usual. 

Dolly Kay was second with songs 
and two pianos played by male ac- 
companists. She received entrance 
applause. Topical songs comprise 
Miss Kay’s routine, Miss Kay ap- 
parently had made an effort to get 


| liam 


the house 
and let 
it seemed 
organ do 


shows 


opened the 


away from her former Sophie 
Tucker style by using a dramatic 
stance. In this instance she would 


do well to obtain one or two spe- 
cials which would put her act ina 
more exclusive niche. Her best ef- 
forts were with the ‘River Stay 
Away From My Door,’ which closed, 

Comedy byplay as used by Sammy 
Lewis and Patti Moore and their 
company of three didn’t seem to get 
them much in the big State at the 
start, but once into their dancing 
the returns were sure. Their tap- 
ping at the close is the clincher, 

Joe Wilton and Rex Weber never 
appeared to better advange than 
here and everything they said and 
did struck the State crowd as funny. 

Closing spot held by Harry Roye 
and Billie Maye, with the best danc- 
ing turn they have yet presented+* 
They have not only speeded up their 
routines but arranged their team 
work especially for faster and more 
effective results, 


For a five-acter the show was 
nicely balanced and gave satisface- 
tion. Mark. 


Paramount, Newark 


Newark, Oct. 24, 

Although not headlined, Moro- 
Yoconelli, two musicians, carry off 
the laurels in this show. Using 
chiefly an accordion and a violin, 
with much good humor and a little 
broad comedy, they sweep every- 
thing before them. 

A novelty is Chase and La Tour. 
The set shows a street corner on one 
side of which a swell and his girl go 
through a quarrel and reconciliation, 
more or less closely echoed on the 
other side by a tough egg and his 
jane. They end in a song. It is 
pleasing idea and wins. Artistically 
they hurt the effect by pretending 
to get laughing at their own stuff. 

Abbott and Robey do a straight 
and comic with a girl aid to no 
striking results. The girl dances 
later in close-fitting black net, and 
the comic plays a violin and sings. 
The Saul Freed Foursome, the 
opener, is @n attractive dance act, 
Among other things, a girl in Chi- 
nese cos:ume sings, and then two 
girls do taps with Chinese trim- 
mings. The two men do a little ris- 
ley work, ending with a leap froma 
ladder to a small trampoline and to 
the bearer’s hands. They finish in 
song with dancing. 

The headliner is Von Grona and 
eight girls. The girls, dressed in 
several changes, mostly modernistic, 
are not so hot, Von Grona is an 
artist. Behind a suggestion of cog- 
wheels and before his shadow in a 
bright orange glow, he does his now 
famous ‘machine age’ dance. 

Later in black satin, to the strains 
of a blues with expressive face and 
realistic movements, he embodies a 
dance-mad and gin-mad generation. 
His work has class, but he is too 
outre for this house. A _ striking 
scene near the end with the girls 
shadowed behind a scrim admirably 
conveys the spirit of the African 
jungle. 

A Lyman Howe's Tidbits and a 
Par News back up the feature, ‘The 
Beloved Bachelor.’ Not capacity on 
the opening. 


RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 22. 

East-west vaude policy of four 
acts contributed by each section of 
the country is now in its third week. 
Current eight acts are entertain- 
ment, but no more. The eastern 
contribution consists of Stanley 
Twins, flash dancing act; Eddie 
White, single; Ross and Bennett, 
omedy chatter and dance team, and 
the Runaway Four, hoke quartet. 
They comprise the last half of the 
bill and appear in the order named. 

Locally booked four acts are Enos 





< 





| razere, standard trapeze act; Tor- 


rey’s High Steppers, juve dancing 
quartet: Adeline and her saxophone 
band of eight men, and Johnson ana 


(Continued on page 37) 
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RKO Palace, Albany 
seat te Y., Oct. 24. 


_ Finally Albanians can expand 
@heir chests in conceit and say they 
Save the latest in modern theatres. 

It seems that residents of this 
city did just that without any prod- 
ding when the Palace, the latest 
word in theatre construction in the 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum chain, threw 
open its doors for its premiere Fri- 
day night (23). This new theatre 
is a veritable palace of soft beauty. 

Literally the opening of the RKO 
Palace was a holiday in this city. 
Main streets were plastered with 
flags bearing the signature of the 
theatre. Thousands flocked around 
the building at night to watch those 
fortunate enough to get admission 
march into the house. A mammoth 
parade preceded the opening. 

It was a real Hollywood opening. 
Newsreel cameras clicked, bands 
played as powerful floodlights from 
a platform in a small park oppo- 
site the theatre cast their strong 
rays on the ingoing crowds. 

The opening was plugged heavily 
in the newspapers and through 
other mediums. The dailies carried 
stories and photos about the house 
every day for a week. This part of 
the job was well done by Alton 


Cook, publicity director for the 
RKO houses in this district, and 
Ben H. Serkowich, who came to 


Albany from New York purposely 
to direct the opening. 

Entire proceeds of the opening 
performance were turned over to 
the Community Chest, which just 
now is in the midst of its drive to 
raise over $400,000. The house was 
sold out a week in advance with 
top price at $1. Several days be- 
fore the opening Mayor John Boyd 
Thacher issued a _ proclamation 
which was published in the news- 
papers, urging Albanians to sup- 
port this entertainment palace. 

The program opened at 8:30 p. 
m, with the playing of the national 
anthem, sung by B. Helen Yorke 
and Virginia Johnson, who were on 
the vaude program. 

Joseph Plunkett, RKO gen. mer., 
acted as m. c. for the dedication 
exercises. He introduced the speak- 

, Lieut. Gov. Herbert Lehman, 
Mayor Thacher and the architect 
who designed the theatre, John 
Eberson. 

Among other REO officials at the 
opening were N. J. Blumberg, E. 
M.: Glucksman, Jules Levy, E. M. 
Orowitzg and Lou Golding, manager 
of the New York state division. 
Harry Black, local house manager, 
escorted the executives on an in- 
spection tour soon after their ar- 
rival Friday. Black came to the 
Palace from the RKO Troy theatre. 

Vaude was a big improvement 
over the average kind booked at 
the old house. It was well balanced. 
Four acts, including Colleano and 
family, B. Helen Yorke and Vir- 
ginia Johnson, C. Medley and Du- 
pree, and D. Norman Thomas Quin- 
tet. The feature picture was RKO- 
Pathe’s ‘Devotion’. 

Selection on the console by Ray 
Turner and an overture by the Pal- 
ace Concert orchestra, Anthony 
Morelli conducting, completed the 
program. 

Audience was in good mood. Or- 
chestra has 14 men with Mr. Mo- 
relli, youthful conductor. Theatre 
seats 3,650. Auditorium is in ba- 
roque architecture, not gaudy and 
yet not too conservative. The walls 
are in maroon and green tapestry 
and the ceilings are painted in 
beautiful figures. 

Eberson has employed a new idea 
—the double bowl—in the orchestra, 
which enables everyone to see the 
stage without difficulty. The aisles 
—four of them—are spacious, The 
upper floor contains the loges and 
balcony. The theatre is compact 
and the stage is visible without 
difficulty from any part of the 
house. 

There are numerous chandeliers 
of various beautiful designs. One 
of these, which decorates the main 
dome, has 8,000 prisms. Then along- 
side the walls in niches are statues. 
The chairs are done in heavy red 
tapestry with black designs. 


Another departure is the thyra- 
tron reactor switchboard from the 
This 
board is a rather complicated af- 
fair, but takes up very little space. 

The proscenium is considerably 
larger than that in the RKO Proc- 
tor house and the stage much big- 
ger. Another innovation is the mag- 
nascope screen. The marquee, com- 
pleted only a few days before the 
is the most beautiful in 
many other 
as the 
ounge room and the cosmetic room. 
Saturday 
(24). Top price is 75 cents. Changes 


old-fashioned switchboard. 


opening, 
the city. There are 
pe features such 
Public opening was 


Retonda., 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Oct. 23. 


twice weekly. 





Par has everything in stage show 
entertainment besides sticking a 
commercial fashion piece in the 
newsreel with big credit to one of 
Strip 
of commercial film is contrary to 


the women’s shops in town. 


Paramount’s expressed policy, 


Otherwise the Paramount offers 


visual demonstration of how to dis- 
count a weak feature, ‘The Woman 
Between’ (Radio) 


* 
~ 


for b. o. on the stage. A shortage 
of fitting product makes this pic- 
ture the first Radio spotted here. 
Looks like Par concentrated all its 
stage show department to put over 
the current performance, Both 
Frank Cambria and Boris Petroff 
take credit for pieces here. 


What that indicates is the vital 
need of stage support here, and 
generally when Par in its premiere 
houses has to go to great ienghts 
to guard the b. o. 

More for people’s money and 
more b. o. results. The Par show 
has that on the stage end currently 
with Cab Calloway and his Harlem 
night club entertainers topping the 
bill and fittingly. Usual Harlemani- 
cal contortions and strutting by 
musicians and a line of brown- 
skinned gals in a unit called ‘Hi De 
Hi, Ho De Ho,’ devised by Boris 
Petroff, but essentially the Cotton 
Club’s own material except with 
better lighting arrangements and 
presentation. That’s where Petroff 
comes in, and how! 

The aggregation looks better on 
the Par stage than in the club 
where it is a big attraction. Their 
stuff being the current rage for hot 
jazz, Calloway can continue with 
his style which Harlem calls its own 
indefinitely. He and his crew, in- 
cluding Cora La Redd, Roy Atkins, 
Jordan and Jordan, plus the brown- 
skinned line, go over big. Cora La 
Redd is a wiggler; Atkins a dancer, 


as well as Jordan and Jordan. All 
about the same with mooching 
strutting their features. Calloway 


with his baton gyrations tops all. 
Petroff has devised a center ele- 
vator rise for the band’s opening 
number against a full stage with a 
dark red drop of grotesque figures 
that lend Harlem atmosphere. The 
second full stage drop has a re- 
clining figure of a brown-skinned 
gal to jibe with Calloway’s render- 
ing of ‘Minnie the Moocher.’ Other 
stuff in ‘one’ and finale in full. 
Frank Cambria’s creation of an 
orchestral overture, ‘The Concert,’ 
opens the stage show. In it are 
Harrison and Fisher, dancers; Luigi 
Hammore, violinist; Miriam Lax, 
soprano, and a new group called 
the Paramount Male Quartet. This 
plus the Crawfords on an organlog 
duet gives the Paramount currently 
a full stage show running 50 min- 
utes between a newsreel and some 
trailer stuff. It smacks of the Roxy 
types whon the latter goes jazzical, 
and while not as sumptuous, adds 
lustre to the Par program. 

The overture with the pit band 
in action shows the stage drop in 
‘one’ with a framed scrim painting 
which lights to duplicate living fig- 
ures for those in the painting and 
the David Bines Girls ballet, while 
Harrison and Fisher do a waltz. 
Good lighting and the usual Cam- 
bria harmony for colors make the 
piece unusually attractive. Weil 
staged. Irvin Talbot conducts. 
From this it looks as though all 
Par didn’t have out of its standby 
personnel in the stage show depart- 
ment is Rubinoff. The stage show 
will draw over the picture for aver- 
age box office, which, however, isn’t 
expected to be too big, as the film 
is unusually weak. Feature runs 
73 minutes. Shan. 





Gaumont Palace, Paris 


Paris, Oct. 16. 

House was doing capacity busi- 
ness for the opening of the much 
advertised Osso production ‘Paris 
Beguin.” It has now gone entirely 
grind, with midnight show, thus fol- 
lowing the lead of the boulevard 
houses, 

Show opens on an animated car- 
toon and a newsreel, followed by the 
overture to ‘Rienzi’ by the pit or- 
chestra, whose performance is satis- 
factory. After this comes the stage 
presentation, titled ‘Lords of Yore 
and of Today.’ First shows a kind 
of ballet at Louis XVI court on full 
stage. In front of the curtain girls 
in pairs show various increasingly 
modern periods and, finally, curtain 
goes up again on a jazz ballet. 


principals, 
the same set, with practically no 


court and the jazz ballet. 


exceedingly bare. 


incandescent mass, 
After 15 minutes 


new Christie organ recently 


tory. 
After this 
‘Paris Beguin.’ 


comes 





and concentrate 


crush, Maxi. 


Production has 24 English chorus 
girls and a dozen mannequins and 
Costumes are good, but 


change, is used for the Louis XVI 


The staging is terrible both on 
routine and because the excessive 
width of the stage makes it look 
Lighting is still 
worse, with brutal white floods in- 
discriminately blighting everything, 
so that, due to the considerable size 
of the theatre, it is impossible for 
part of the audience to distinguish 
the girls from the backdrops or to 
see the stage as anything but an 


intermission, 
which in a grind house can have no 
object but to fulfill the contract of 
the bar concessionaire, an organ re- 
cital is given by M. Jongen on the 
in- 
stalled. Sound is entirely satisfac- 


the feature, 
Mixedly received. 
After film has ended there is a 
short screen advertisement for the 
film’s record, and after that the light 
ig not re-established promptly, so 
that the audience, which gets on the 
move as soon as film ends, does so 
in the dark, resulting in an unseemly 


MONROE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 21. 


Three weeks ago this house was 
reopened after a short dark spell, 
by Sam Trinz, of the former ex- 
hibitor firm of Lubliner & Trinz. 
Spot was relighted as an all-Ger- 
man talker, lined up exclusively 
with Tobis-Klangfilm, which started 
a tough battle for the local German 
picture coin, with the Monroe, 
Punch and Judy, and the uppity 
Cinema planning to fight it out on 
this line it it took all winter and 
most of their resérve coin, Cinema 
had Ufa for three years, with the 
tiny Punch and Judy struggling 
along. 
This week, however, sees a read- 
justment of the Teuton picture field. 
Tobis departs from the Monroe and 
moves into the Cinema to share the 
spot with Ufa. Ufa expected to 
squawk, but destined to agree to the 
combine policy. Monroe reverts to 
double-feature domestic product for 
local second runs, 
It was evident that there’s not 
enough currency, German or other- 
wise, to feed the trio. One has al- 
ready dropped out, another may fol- 
low sooner or later, probably sooner. 
Things are plenty weepy at the 
Punch and Judy, where audiences of 
10 and 15 for evening performances 
are not unusual. Max Ascher is 
now operating the spot, and playing 
most films on percentage, which 
alone makes it possible to keep the 
house going. 
At the Monroe, double features 
are a hope in the present epidemic. 
Spotted down in the loop, it has 
fair chances for passer-by trade, 
which will go for American films, 
but obviously are cold to foreign 
fare. Move of Tobis into the Cin- 
ema makes the German picture field 
here somewhat saner, with the one 
screen enough for the best product 
of the two big German firms. As 
it was, the theatres were starving 
with their ordinary program stuff, 
coming out of the doldrums only 
when they clicked with an out- 
standing flicker. Much of that waste 
will be eliminated by keeping the 
weak product out of town in the 
first place. 
Double features were started at 
the Monroe early this year when 
the house was a weak sister on the 
local Fox Midwesco list. Fox had 
operated the spot as their only loop 
house for 10 years, but when the 
lease expired last month they made 
no effort to revive it. It remained 
dead for a few weeks until Tobis 
came snooping into town for its 
share of the town’s German picture 
coin. Contract for the exhibition of 
its pictures at the Monroe, made by 
Sam Trinz, was purposely made 
with an onen door, through which 
Tobis or Trinz could walk as soon 
as either wanted. 
One of the best reasons for walk- 
ing out occurred a few days after 
the reopening, when a hunk of 
dynamite, tossed on the roof, tore 
out a mess of plaster and hit the 
front pages. Business dropped into 
the basement and has not yet 
climbed. 
This bombing trouble, however, is 
a thing of the past. Union operators 
return to the house this Friday (30), 
marking the end of the current 
Allied - Operators’ union _ tussle. 
From then on it will be a quiet 
second-run spot, with a low over- 
head making it possible for the 
house to bring a satisfactory return 
for the invested coin and effort. 
Currently on the screen is the last 
of the Tobis films, ‘Comrades of 
1918,’ war film which is dragging 
along, with few patrons paying the 
35c. and 50c. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 22. 

Maurice Chevalier in person at 
$10,000 for the week, plus a percent- 
age, at the Par, as the second lap in 
Harold B. Franklin’s campaign for 
big stage shows, is doing the bust- 
ness of the town. Looks like a 
cinch $45,000 and may exceed $50,- 
000. Alongside of last week’s 
$10,000 gross at this same house, 
with an even more elaborate stage 
presentations (sans the Chevalier 
personality, of course), this tells 
lots of things. The next (third) 
week with another big stage show 
should spell the answer on presen- 
tations of this sort, which Franklin 
figures could and should go in a 
town of 1,200,000 population. They 
certainly didn’t last week, although 
& wow currently because of Che- 
valier, 

The French comedian has a good 
presentation on merit (New Acts). 

He follows the Paramount Pic- 
torial which breaks up the Che- 
valier turn from the first portion, 
that of the stage band presentation 
under David Mendoza’s baton. Lou 
McDermott again has the same new 
idea of building up the musical 
numbers with tableaux on an ele- 
vated supplementary platform back 


of the 55-man band, which is on 
stage, 


‘Rhapsody in Blue’ is masterfully 
done by the Mendozaites with Max 
Rabinowitz featured as _ soloist. 
That concert pianist clicked strong- 
ly on his own. 


A waltz medley featured the male 
ensemble and a popular pot-pourri 
brought out Harry Hume and Max 
Lerner with the choir and ballet, 
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NEWSREELS 








EMBASSY 


Word-of-mouth advertising alone 
should see the Embassy this week 
through into a top gross, with 
acknowledgment to George Bernard 
Shaw. 


The Irishman preaches Commun- 
istic propaganda convincingly, read- 
ing six typewritten pages. The 
close-up of the Shaw features and 
the Shaw intonations give the read- 
ing special interest. 


The silent title prefacing the 
Shaw observations as those of a 
man who has never visited the U. 5S. 
and who had been in Russia only 
nine days apparently was antici- 
pated by Shaw. He calls the 
Americans ‘boobs,’ and this mob 
took it as a rich joke. They ap- 
plauded long and vigorously, ap- 
piause which made the _ several 
handclaps for President Hoover in 
the preceding reel mild. 


At frequent intervals during the 
Shaw reading, which takes up the 
time of the average short subject, 
there was applause by a few, same 
demonstration heard commonly in 
the Russian-trended Cameo. In- 
termingling was a suggestion of 
mild hissing. But when Shaw 
closed with a genial ‘Good luck un- 
til the next time’ the hissers ap- 
plauded approvingly. 

The anti-capitai argument is 
scarcely a tactful subject to project 
nationally at such times as these. 
Especially when chances for many 
comparisons are provided on the 
same program, 

Another clip deals with a Broad- 
way gangster passing out cups by 
the armful to a group of daily 
newspaper columnists at a feast in 
a Bronx hotel. It was a comic con- 
test, even Walter Winchell failing 
to accept his dipper graciously. 

Usual good coverage of sports is 
included. Horse race assignments, 
however, exemplified more original- 
ity and effort in camera work than 
the Yale-Chicago football game. 
At the Jamaica track, for instance, 
the mud was fetlock deep and the 
camera boys kept close to the 
horses all around the course. It 
seemed that one lad must have had 
his camera glued on a steed as fast 
as the winning pacer. French-Ger- 
man soccer game in Paris and a 
steeplechase at Auteuil were among 
the others. 

Ramsay MacDonald is winning 
stellar recognition at the Embassy. 
It took him a long. time, but this 
week he manifested an exceptional 
fervor in stressing the need for 


English self-sacrifice to reach last. 
ing prosperity. Fans Saturday af. 
ternoon were quick to appreciate 
this bit, and the British statesman 
received generous applause. 
Premier Laval's reception in New 
York and the turning over of the 
largest dirigible to the government 
were among other news items. The 
greater part of the remaining pro. 
gram was culled from library mae 
terial. Waly, 





TRANSLUX 


A generally entertaining program 
composed of freak odds and ends, 
library material, and nothing espee 
cially warm in the nature of news, 

Universal provides the thrill of 
the week with a test of bullet-proof 
glass. A woman holds up the pane 
while her husband shoots at it, 
Everytime a builet wings up to the 
glass and cracks off, the audience 
gets the sensation that not only the 
woman but the cameraman, as well, 
is about to get hurt. 

Pathe slipped into the Washing. 
ton Mount Vernon home, the first 
newsreel to make such a record, 
Bi-centennial celebration was given 
as the reason, Little act was woven 
about the grounds with performers 
in period costumes dancing minuet, 

The Translux is a week behind 
the Embassy on the China-Mane- 
churia idea, although this week a 
map, and an interview, are thrown 
in with troop trains. San Marino 
soldiers, testing plane pontoons, and 
a few other clips are also belated. 

All reels join in exploiting that 
blimp that is becoming a part of the 
Manhattan skyline. Where Fox had 
a radio performer do a song in it, 
Pathe slung a bathtub underneath 
and had a young man soap himself 
while girls piped him off from 
Times Square’s big telescope man. 

Luxer also followed the Embassy 
on a short subject having to do with 
Thomas Edison’s career. This wags 
an Audio re-issue of the Ford col- 
lection. 

Universal's freak contributions, 
well interspersed with laughs, in- 
cluded tight-rope walking goat, hu« 
man checker board, a ducking evan- 
gelist, cow herd, and old tires. 

Mussolini taking the bows, the 
Laval reception, Akron  dirigible 
leaving Akron, New Jersey outboard 
motor race, English-African rugby 
game, Yale-Chicago match were 
others in the program. 

Iaixer has best coverage of the 
Yorktown celebration. Some excel- 
lent plane views and a2 realism given 
to the battle enactment not found in 
other reels, Waly. 





The medleys weren’t mere con- 
glomerations of tunes, but tastefully 
presented with alternating specialty 
numbers, evidencing judicious selec- 
tion of compositions, including the 
highlights of the ‘Band Wagon’ 
score. Whoever that vocalist solo- 
ist (in the orchestra) was with ‘Now 
You’re in My Arms,’ he rang the 
bell with a corking top tenor. He 
sang through a megaphone and got 
his lyrics over clearly. Sounds like 
a good radio bet. 

First show was punctuated by 
some sloppy backstage crew work 
with minor delays and mishaps, 
evidencing a late morning rehearsal. 
This accounted for the femmes be- 
ing kept in lines clear to the corner 
of 6th and Hill, although doors were 
opened an hour earlier the follow- 
ing morning. ‘Beloved Bachelor’ 
(Par) the feature, Abel. 


LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 21. 

Monthly vaude bill, dressed with 
a bit of production is ‘Aloha’ and 
nothing to get hoarse about. Top 
honors go to Al Gordon’s Comic 
Canines, Show can stand pepping 
up and cutting out of about five 
of the 48 minutes. 

Production opens with Hawaiian 
scrim and ungcen voice warbling 
weakly, to fly, revealing dockside 
scene with orchestra in pagoda 
bandstand, while Gaylene and Du 
Rayne, fem acros, do some unsen- 
sational body-flipping. 

Gordon's hounds could be snapped 
up, but click well with their laugh- 
gathering antics. Ryan and No- 
blette follow for some songs and 
cross-fire, with the woman han- 
dling some rather rough comedy. 

With his pseudo extempore 
rhyming, Bob Hall is working too 
hard, as usual, but manages mildly 
with some material that would give 
a lyric writer the jitters. Wears 
a nautical cap so far down over his 
face that most of the pan is.in the 
dark, 

Hall is out in ‘one for the last 
two minutes, allowing the 4 Kadex 
to rig their trapeze in full stage. 
Woman and three men do perch 
work, with the former as under- 
stander, finishing with a whirling 
perch. Could stand a few more 
thrills, 

Entire act has been mounted in- 
expensively and shows nothing par- 
ticularly startling. Several in- 
stances of bow-stealing. Business 
average opening night, with pic- 
ture ‘Sob Sister’ (Fox). 





PARAMOUNT, PARIS 


Paris, Oct. 16. 

Due to abnormal length of feature; 
‘Marius,’ lasting 125 minutes, show, 
which consists of a three-minute 
newsreel, a seven-minute animated 
cartoon and a 16-minute stage pres- 
entation, permits the feature to be 
run only seven times daily instead 
of the normal eight. House playing 
grind from 9 a. m. to 2 a. m., with 
presentation shown only at after- 
noon and first evening performances. 


Draw of the bill is such that in 
the long run it is likely that, despite 
the expected consequent reduction 
in the first weck’s taking, the aver~ 
age of the several weeks’ expected 
run will compensate the deficiency. 
Also, the stage presentation is very 
inexpensive but nevertheless very 
effective. 


House is playing to standee busi- 
ness, with sidewalks blocked by 
crowds attempting to get in. News- 
reel, which has been trimmed down 
to a strict three-minute minimum, 
shows mostly a boat race. After this 
comes a _ seven-minute Fleischer 
Paramount cartoon, ‘Bimbo Bonne 
dEnfant’ (‘Bimbo Nursemaid’). 
Presentation by Francis A. Mangan 
is an introduction to the feature, 
staged in America under the name 
of ‘Marseilles.’ Presentation opens 
on a set showing a wharf at the port 
of Marseilles, with 16 from the pit 
orchestra in costumes as a stage 
jazz band and 25 remaining in the 
pit as a symphonic orchestra. 


First number is 'Love for Sale,’ by 
the jazz, after which the Stanley 
Brothers do their acrobatics with an 
accompaniment of the pit musicians. 
More jazz and some yodeling by Z&- 
rine, Paris’ Russian opera barytone. 
More jazz and a violin solo of 
Kreisler’s, and the end is again jaz4. 
Jazz tunes played are ‘Goodby@ 
Sweetheart,’ ‘Happy Days Are Here 
Again,’ with the French ‘Souviens 
Toi’ in between. Special mention to 
Dikon, trumpet, and Rogues, s0l0 
violinist. 


Cost of presentation is mere scen- 
ery and the Stanley Brothers, since 
the jazz band is drawn from the pit 
orchestra, 


Presentation, one of the most clev- 
erly planned, cheapest and most 
successfully shown of Paramount, 
closes by dropping a scrim curtain 
on which is projected the opening 
scene of the film, similar to the pres 
entation set. Screen is dropped be- 
hind the scrim, which is then ee 
and feature begins, Mar 
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New York, Oct. 23. 

stage end this week is titled ‘Days 
of 49 and is tied to the feature, 
“cisco Kid’ (Fox). One of those 
weeks where the house should send 
a corsage to each of the Roxyettes 
daily and pray that nothing happens 
to any of them. 

Show is carrying an unconvincing 
dancehall background before which 
¢he specialties consist of a lariat 
twirler, trained horse, a trampoline | 
male twosome, and a couple of 
Spanish dancing misses who routine 
jnto a brawl which leads to a fire 
effect plus a treadmill vision in the 
midst of the flames. Exactly what 
the Indian costumed lad astride two 
represents is the 


horses manage- 
ment’s secret. 
A prolog to all this is named 


“;old’ and executed by the ever 
pleasing Patricia Bowman support- 
ed by the ladies of the ballet. A 
grotesque interpretation of the sym- 
bol by Miss Bowman and skillfully 
presented. ; 

Stage half of the program is run- 
ning 35 minutes and what may 
have embossed the mediocre impres- 
sion opening day was the stubborn- 
ness of Sporting Life, the Wonder 
Horse. Animal simply wouldn't 
routine and it slowed everything up. 
Decided interest in Monroe and 
Grant and their trampoline, act 
classing as a distinct novelty for] 
this house and being one of the few 
of its type now around anyway. 
Bob Rogers tossed the lariat and 
did some bull whip cracking while 
Bert Faye offered slap-shoe as his 
contribution. 

Mechanical effect finale employed 
the scrim to catch the feature title 
for an action stage tableau behind 
it, but the house muffed in permit- 
ting a front blue flood to reveal the 
descending screen and aiso failed to 
dim the border lamps to make it a 
smooth transposition from scrim to 
ecreen. 

Six clip newsreel going to the 
wide angle lens for a climax and re- 
maining there for the football short 
which follows. Good proportion for 
the grid subject, gives the house a 
better look at the players and, most 
important of all, is an aid to women 
patrons in following the play. 

Tschaikowsky medley as the over- 
ture well played by the slightly less 
than 70 men at present in the rey 

Sid, 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 24. 

Ruth Roland, who is inaudible in 
the third row of the balcony, is the 
headliner and the substiute for a 
chorus in the current Fanchon and 
Marco unit, ‘Cozy Corner.’ Having 
not so long ago played the Palace, 
and with the same songs, it’s a toss- 


up if Miss Roland for the Beeand- 
kay Chicago is a good trade for the 
missing chorus. In the neighbor- 
hood Tivoli and Uptown it will mat- 
ter less perhaps. 

Hollywood's Hetty Green has 
learned a tap routine. That’s new 
and maybe news. She steps into it 
with two of the Three Jays. Quite 
a nifty little dance and unexpected. 
She sings fairly well, but with much 
less success in the vasty deeps of 
the Chicago than in the comparative 
intimacy of the Palace. Every third 
or fourth line in her lyrics strayed 
off a kilocycle. 

As a mistress of ceremonies Miss 
Roland has one fault. Somewhat 
serious. She can’t be heard. Not 
one of the names except Dorothy 
Roberts, a name easy to grasp, got 
as far as the balcony Friday after- 
noon. It was possible to gather 
that Miss Roland was assuring the 
audience that all the performers 
were charming people socially. 

. ‘Cozy Corner’ starts out with the 
Novelty of an unusual setting, a 
large divan in the interior of which 
under the seat level the orchestra 
works. That’s supposed to be Ruth 
Roland’s home. Another novelty is 
Starting the headliner at the kick- 
off. She is first to be seen. And 
last, when she hopes the patrons 
have enjoyed the divertissements. 
ee out the hostess ‘at home’ 
ea, 

Audiences, nor managers, have 
&ny cause for complaint so far as 
the four acts are concerned. Rector 
and Doreen bring spectacularity to 
&n aerial turn in ‘one’ that can 
count on a click anywhere. Three 
Jays, including Miss Roberts, who 
works solo, are meritorious hoofers. 
Frank Rogers, ventriloquist, imper- 
Sonating a pullman porter, did nice- 
ly. Alice and Sonny LaMont closed 
strongly. 

Ww hat is possibly the cause of a 
certain restlessness and lack of en- 
thusiasm is too much running time. 
's primarily slow despite obvious 
efforts to pick up the tempo between 
urns and wherever possible. Rec- 
tor and Doreen require sustained 


circus act three chords in G an@ 
outshine ‘em when it comes to milk- 
ing an audience, 

LaMont is giving the audience 
that ‘mammy’ gesture at every 
slightest opportunity. Granting the 
showmanly intent, it still gets a lit- 


tle too stockyardish. Sonny re- 
mains, or rather advances, as a 
laugh-getter and Sister Alice is| 


equally versatile. 
‘Get Rick Quick Wallingford’ 
(Metro) on the silversheet, and Leo- 





pold Spitalny, as usual, in the pit 
for an extended musica] prolog. 
Newsreel mostly Fox and Paths 


Biz good. Land, 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Oct. 24. 

Glimpse of attendance at the Sat- 
urday afternoon show suggests that 
the Fox has attracted a 
clientele, making the weekend mati- 
nee as a habit. Lower floor has only 
a couple of empty rows at the cen- 
ter and few more at side, which 
makes quite a gathering for this huge 
place. Audience made up largely of 
mamas and children. Nothing in the 
feature, ‘Heartbreak’ (Fox), or the 
stage proceedings, F. & M. ‘Exot- 
ique’s Idea and Abe Lyman, to draw 
sumption that the 
mama's. 

Fox is competing with Paramount, 
near by, which has Thurston on stage 
and ‘Woman Between’ (Par) on 
screen, For the children trade the Par 
would seem to have the advantage. 
That leaves the logic that steady 
KF, & M. shows and Fox film fare 
have established a more or less sta- 
ble rep in the borough with Lyman 
the special magnet this week. The 
leader is billed all over the lot with 
marquee banners that obscure the 
other elements in the show. He is 
in for a run, 

Combination of Lyman and F&F. & 
M. unit make satisfactory entertain- 
ment. Before this crowd Lyman 
and his bandsmen was a mild ex- 
plosion, and deservedly so, for it is 
a class outfit depending upon a 
group of personable young bands- 
men, smooth straight leadership of 
Lyman and a capital routine of jazz 
and pop music offered on its merit 
and innocent of the familiar clown- 
ing and knockabout of musicians. 

Pit contribution opens nicely with 
a medley of pops, smartly arranged 
and leading into an elaborate ver- 
son of ‘Cry of the Bayou,’ with the 
boys coming in vocally to fine effect. 
Number is done in symphonic style 
first and then verges into a tone 
part jazz and part spiritual. Capital 
handling. Somewhere in the band 
there is a top tenor who gives 4 
flashy effect to vocal] ensembles. 
Finish is great, band switching from 
its subdued tone with use of fcur or 
five violins, to a preponderance of 
heavy brasses, for a smash musical 
climax, with the horns in crashing 
volume, 

‘Exotique’ credits production to 
Fanchon and with its Oriental back- 
ground, has many striking stage 
pictures. Opens in full stage hung 
in sombre drapes, Elmer Herling 
alone on stage in Hindu get-up, and 
only other object a pyramid of bril- 
liant red silk in the center, suggest- 
ing the veiling of a statue. 

A mammonth woman’s hand de- 
scends from the flies to lift the col- 
ored drapery revealing a girl dancer 
posed and going into a contortion 
dances routine. Tenor’s number is 
‘Song of India.’ 

Sunkist line of 16 girls is on for a 
novelty drill. Dressed in divided 
costume, glittering tinsel skirts one 
half and tight fleshings the other. 
Do a stair bit with odd effects as 
they turn one side or the other to 
the audience. Ramon and Virginia, 
boy and girl, dancing eccentrics, are 
in and out of the proceedings, doing 
adagios straight and travesty and 
interesting in both angles. 

Miss Coleman is brief and gives 
way to a trio of stepping comiques, 
Grauman, Hess and Vallee, two nice 
looking boys and a sprightly girl. 
Swiftly into tap and legmania which 
is short, and for feature do a slow- 
motion pantomime fist fight, best 
thing of the kind so far. Pantomime 
is eloquent, and addition of a girl 
bystander who has an interest in the 
outcome of the combat dramatizes 
action and sharpens comedy enor- 
mously. One of the highlights of 
the presentation 

Second part is before drop of 
Buddhist temple, with girls on for 
a tomtom rhumba, each girl beating 
a tomtom as big as a trap drum for 
excellent freak effects. Other spe- 
cialty people do brief bits leading to 
display of Eno Troupe, Japanese or 
Chinese quartet of two chubby girls 
who do risley work and pedal jug- 
gling, and two men in novelty perch 
feats. One more dance ensemble, 
and the act ends in flash, with drop 
showing temple exterior flying to 
disclose girls posed in three levels 
of temple shrines inside. 

Ron and Don twin organists, both 
young men working from stage and 


choice 





wttention, Rogers needs three min- | 
Uninet tranauility. Miss Roland's} 
er nenea ot announcements fur-| 

a tard the pace. In the end it} 
Manages to be somewhat exhausting | 
— —Oe VE ry memorable otherwise. 
. LaMonts are counted upon for the 
a Phis responsibility they 
While No quibbling there. Mean- 

ve Papa LaMont can spot any } 


| 


regular | 





youngsters especially, hence the as- | 
was| 


PANTHEON, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 24. 

This house has had a rather hec- 
tic career having been tossed from 
the lap of one circuit to another 
like an unwanted che-ild. It was 
taken over by Balaban and Katz 
along with the other theatres in 
the former Lubliner and _ Trinz 
group, was closed for a while be- 
cause of poor trade, and then 
shifted into the Essaness group 
some two years ago. 

Essaness got all excited about the 
house and spent lavish attention on 
it as the flagship of the circuit. But 
it got tossed about in the battle for 
coin, and lost; with the result that 


| Essaness gave up the ship and sent 
| it back to 


Balaban and Katz. 

Nevertheless, it’s a good house 
with excellent possibilities. Nifty 
2,200 seat spot and plenty of atmos- 
phere. Sityated in a neighborhood 
so fluid that the chances of stray 
coin are good. 

Lack of real trade is being blamed 
on the tough competition in the dis- 
trict. Around the corner are the 
ace stage show Uptown and the 
straight film Riviera, both B. & K. 
owned. Down the street is the 
mammoth Sheridan and nearby the 
tiny DeLuxe. But in spite of the 
rivalry there’s enough loose coin in 
the precinct to satisfy all these box 
offices. True, the neighborhood has 


| declined as far as class and heavy 


| 


money are concerned but there are 
plenty of quarters and halves left. 
gut possibly the answer may be 


in the bookings. For example here 
are the films on the double feature 
bill: ‘Bought’ (WB) and ‘Woman 
setween’ (Radio), and the _ spot 
wants kids. 

This being the Palaban and Katz 
anniversary week, each kid in on 
Saturday afternoon drew a hunk of 
candy and a fan magazine. Doubt- 
ful if many of either were distribu- 
ted. Usually on a Saturday matinee 
the kids are lined up in front of 


the neighborhood box-offices an 
hour before the doors open. At 
opening time this Saturday here 


there were three children with two- 
bits ready to enter. 

Further sample of the booking. 
On Sunday, the following day, the 
shows listed were ‘Spider’ (Fox) 
and ‘Star Witness’ (WB). Both 
seem better for a Saturday after- 
noon. But to make it louder, the 
house was being thrown open to 
talent for the first time on the fol- 
lowing day with an amateur danc- 


ing show supplied by the Gladys 
High school. Show composed of 


youngsters and would have been 
a perfect bet for the Saturday after- 
noon. 

fobbled by this slip-shod show- 
manship the house is hopping along 
in an up and down fashion, doing 
business when the proper. twin 
combo happens along at its 25 and 
40 tariff but dropping into the 
cellar with its ordinary programs. 


LINCOLN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 21. 


The Lincoln is L. A.’s lone colored 
de luxer. Located in the heart of 
the 1ocal Harlem, it has a possible 
draw of some 25,000 colored people. 

Most colored people depend on 
this week’s pay envelope to buy 
theatre admissions. Every time the 
Santa Fe cuts out a Pullman, the 
Lincoln loses a patron. The Santa 
Fe has been running pretty light 
lately. 


Jules Wolf, operator of the Lin- 
coln, figured that a stage show pol- 
icy would help the b.o. after straight 
pictures for the past two years. The 
house, opened about four years ago, 
was operated as a combination tab 
and film house by Sam Kramer for 
a year to a profit of $50,000. Wolf 
is trying to duplicate the original 
Kramer success, but what he is of- 
fering currently is a bag of rags. 

Instead of a tab, it’s just vaude, 
and pretty bad. A colored audience 
is usually easy to please, but the 
Lincoln’s show has just a flock of 
colored entertainers irying to be 
polite. 

Producer is Quintard Miller, 
whose brother is of Miller and 
Lyles. Baby Banks, comedienne; 
Montrose Brooks, comic; Slick 
White, barytone; Ida Brown and 
Octavia Sumler, blues singers, make 
up the company. There is no line, 
and the average colored troupe 
without a line usually lacks pep. 
Instead of the girls there is Leon 
Herrod’s nine-piece band on the 
stage; the usual colored combo fak- 
ing where reading would be easier 
and more tuneful. 

Only hoofing is by Baby Banks, 
who tears off a mean grind. ‘Torso 
twisting is the high spot of the 
presentation with Miss Banks hold- 
ing up things until she repeats. 
This gal even grinds doing splits. 

Both blues singers have little 





chance to do anything because 


| Montrose Brooks, the comic, works 


Miss 
was 


right through their numbers. 

Sumler showed talent, but it 

muffed with the interruptions. 
If Wolf is trying to draw white 





| Stage show gets all the billing. 


grind number and business was low 
Wednesday night. 


Miller formerly produced colored 
musical stock at several New York 
1ouses. His present troupe is sup- 
posed to be from the east, and he’s 
in for eight weeks, If he puts the 
band in the pit, gets a line of girls 
and does a little producing, he may 
get by. 

‘Politics’ 
a Radio 
Hearst 


(Metro) the feature and 
(Alex Carr) comedy and 
News round out the bill. 


Exploitation 


(Continued from page 18) 


mously for a verdict of guilty. Then 
the picture was run to its finish. 

It made a good press stunt and 
got more than usual attention. 





Handling a Raffles 


Some managers work a Raffies 





Call. 


STANLEY, J. C. 


Oct. 


24 
The regular show has been com- 


Jersey City 


pressed somewhat to give Duke El- 
lington 35 but 
still sufficient to provide variety. 
Ed Lowry, good as always, opens 
before pretty drapes in ‘one,’ tell- 
ing a gag, and then to make a 
date with a girl telephones to his 
wife, whose responses come through 
an amplifier. 

She keeps bawling him out and 
as Lowry picks up telephone again 
her voice continues. This is re- 
peated later. Lowry sings. Does a 
blackout showing himself waiting 
in a maternity ward. When a nurse 
tells him ‘it’s a girl’ he is delighted 
and explains to the surprised nurse 
that he wouldn’t want a boy to 
have to suffer later as he just did. 
Olive Fay foils with Lowry, sings, 
and later reappears for a splendid 
tap. Lowry, Miss Fay and a man 
do a skit in which only one syllable 
words are used. He gags with the 
orch and sings again briefly. 

A letter from Mayor Hague is 
read urging every one to see the 
feature ‘The Spirit of Notre Dame’ 
and then the drop rises on Elling- 
tun, who does five numbers. It is 
his usual stuff plainly rendered 
con amore. Some of the distortions 
accomplished by the incidental so- 
loists are as astonishing as they 
are superior. The audience, which 
had been cordial, but not turbulent 
throughout the show, breaks loose 
un Eileen Anderson's second num- 


minutes, 


ber. Similar enthusiasm greet the 
four Steck Brothers from the Cot- 
ton Club, whose wild dancing de- 


serves an applause tribute. 


At the console Milton Charles 
sings one song into an amplifier, 
finishing to the accompaniment of 
the orchestra. The orchestra of 20, 
led by Gabriel Hines, executes a 
brief but spirited prelude and plays 
through a Pathe news. 

A local novelty is a film made 
by the Warners with the co-opera- 
tion of the State Highway Commis- 
sion and L. Bamberger & Co. It 
shows the $300,000,000 highway con- 
struction with Director Egan of 
Newark explaining. Bamberger gets 
only a mention, 


The great house was filled at tlhe 
opening except for the upper bal- 
cony. The clouds in the ceiling ar 
still there, but don’t run. Economy. 


RKO, L. A. 


(Continued from page 35) 


Duker, standard hat-throwing act, 
appearing in that order. Total bill 
runs $3,400, with the eastern unit 
getting $2,800. 

Show plays evenly and is well ar- 
ranged. After Frazere pulls his 
heel-catch gasper, Toorey’s High 
Steppers follow. Kids are minus 
that precociousness most stage 
youngsters have and carry cit good 
routines of tapping, acrobatic danc- 
ing and high kicking. 

Adeline’s sax band treys and is 
only passable. Girl does some mean 
fingering, but it doesn’t make up for 
the blue ones the eight boys blow. 
Lots of people for $100. 


Johnson and Duker next with 
their familiar hay skimmer tossing 
to strong results, 


Stanley Twins, with two unbilled 
male tappers, display a good brand 
of control high kicking and acro- 
batic dancing, while the boys take 
eare of the changes with a military 
tap and a challenge dance. Well re- 
ceived. 

Eddie White sang two numbers 
and pulled a flock of stale gags. 
Works like a picture house m.c., but 
that’s minor if the material is hot. 
In this spot after five acts minus 
talk, he should have scored, but was 
off after two bows. 

About the same can be said of 
Ross and Bennett. Girl is a looker, 
and the man has plenty of personal- 
ity, but the material is all wet. 
Their dancing is fair but won't 
carry them without the proper chat- 
ter. 





tunaway Four closed the show 
and were what the doctor ordered. 
Quartet goaled them with hoke 


chatter, dancing, singing and acro- 
batics. Boys haven't been this way 





pit console, hailed by the audience) patronage to his house, he'll have/| in some time and were fresh. 

and apparently a strong regular|;to change his production. Those Feature is Universal's $40,000 

feature. Organ bit cut to three min- | 94-sheets he has in Hollywood are} ‘Homicide Squad,’ drawing heavy on 

utes, but they pack a lot into that/ wasted. The bad word wiil travel| the male patronage. A Van Buren 

time. Burlesque illustrated song) faster than the customers, and it’s} cartoon and Pathe news filled. Bus- 

slides, comic valentine in intent, g0/a 10-mile hike from the film city to; iness was about $300 over last 
}with a series of parodies, all on sen- | the Lincoln. | Thursday, with every indication that 
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| Over the Mountain,’ great for this|to think nuch of the show. APp- Picture is getting «vredit for the ex- 
| neighborhood element, Rush. iplause was lean eacept for thejtra drop-ins. call, j 


there is| 


| ean 


|} stunt and find to their disgust that 
| their man gets spotted the first day, 


| where they had hoped to run for a 
|week. The trick phrase which must 
| be addressed to the impersonator is 
ja helper, since many grow. confused 
j and offer the wrong greeting. In 
| that case it is permissible to deny 
identity But, except in a large 
| place, it is not easy to run a Raffles 
| for a week without discovery, 
| Either the prize should be so small 
that a daily prize can be offered, or 
the newspaper device should be 
used. The latter is not strongly to 
be recommended, because at best it 
is dishonest. It is better to offer a 
daily reward, put the man out and 
pull him when identification is 
made, 

Under the other scheme the real 
Raffles is not put on the street until 
the final day of the contest. Instead 
a reporter is sent out to do a story, 
and since he in no way resembles 
the described Raffles, he can write 
his experiences without fear of de- 
tection. If this trick becomes 
known, it is apt to give the theatre 
a black eye. And yet it is the only 
way to obviate a too early discovery. 
Otherwise the stunt may go wrong 
the first day. 

It is safer to use a daily Raffles, 
in spite of the fact that the prize is 
not made as alluring, and change 
the Raffles each day. 


Spots the Cashiers 


Spotters are no novelty around 
the box office, but the Fox circuit 
is urging its other divisions to fol- 
low the example of the Midwesco 
and use a baby spot in the box 
office to light up the girl cashier, 


pretty enough to be spotted. 

Most girls look better under a 
tinted light, but care should be 
taken that their make-up matches 
the medium used; generally a rose 
or other pink tint. 

In the Midwesco district they go 
further and some of the box offices 
are wired with a loudspeaker to re- 
lay the girl's ‘thank you’ through 
the glass, <A pretty cashier is an 
asset and as important to the lobby 
as the still frames or the posters. 





Time Limiting Kids 

A manager who has suffered from 
children seeing two and even three 
performances of juvenile plays has 
worked out a scheme which he is 
going to try out on the next kid 
picture, He intends to advertise, 
chiefly by means of a sign at the 
box office, that the smaller admis- 
sion price charged children is for 
one performance only. 

Each child, on entering, will be 
handed a ticket plainly printed with 
a large figure indicating the time 
of entrance, starting with the hour 
next approaching. All children en- 
tering between noon and 1 o'clock, 
for example, will be give a ticket 
printed with a one-inch figure 1, 
If an attendant sees a child linger- 
ing, the ticket will be demanded, 
and if the card indicates that the 
child has been in the house longer 
than a full show, it will be the 
exit. Some children will be able 
to beat the limit by the fraction 
of an hour, but they will not be 
able to spend all the afternoon in 
the theatre. An especially close tab 
will be made around six o'clock, to 
get the children home for supper. 

The stunt used to work success- 
fully in the days of the one-hour 
shows. There seems to be no reason 
why it should not repeat, if tact- 
fully applied. 








For Musical Kids 


When other ideas seem stale, a 
new kink can be put into the kid 
stunts by offering a contest in which 
the prizes go to the best home-made 
musica] instruments. 

The cigar box fiddle and the fry- 
ing pan banjo are more or less 
standard, but there are a lot of other 
ideas which the children with a good 
ear can fake up. Sets of bottles can 
be tuned by adding varying quanti- 
ties of water until the octave is 
achieved, playing with xylophone 
hammers, and musical glasses are 


by rubbing the tips of the “fingers, 
wet in vinegar and water, over the 


rims, Home-made carrilons of brass 
pipe are more diflicult to manage, 
but wood xylophones “re casier ang 
SO are smaller bottles, which pro- 
duce a musical not when their 
necks are breathed across, 

It should be stipulated that the 
instruments should be musica] and 
capable of playing a simple tune, 


which will do away 
and tomtoms, 

An interesting window display 
can be laid off to some musie store 
or any merchant, and this display 
be made in advance, with de- 

riptive cards telling how they are 
made. It will interest more than the 
children, 


with the drums 





r 


| 


taking it for granted that she us 


tuned in the same way and played-3 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (OCT. 31) 
THIS WEEK (OCT. 24) 


Numerals in connection with bills below Ind:cate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 





NEW YORK CiTY 
Palace (31) 


Serge Fiash 
3 Rhythm Dancers 
Burns & Allen 
Janet Reade 
George Jessel 
Eddie Cantor 
Ben Meroff Oroh 
(One to fill) 
(24) 

Bert Lahr 
Betty Jane Cooper 
Nick Lucas 
Eddie Conrad 
Norma Terrie 
Borah Minnevitch 
Rath Bros 

Chester 

Ist half (31-3) 

4 Nelsons 
3 Reillys 
Harry Langdoa 
Nina Olivette Co 





Edith Clifford 
Harris & Griffla 
Marty May 
Anatole’s Showboat 
Eddie Nelson 

Rath Bros 


Royal 

ist half (31-3) 
Candreva Bros 
Lang & Lawley 
Gee McKay Co 
Wilt J Ward 
Chamberlain & H 

2a half (4-6) 
Russian Art Circus 
Tabor & Greene 
Devito & Denny 
(Two to fill) 

2a haif (28-30) 
Harvard M & K 
Kaye & Franklyn 
Handers & Millis 
Dorothy Wahl 
Al. K Hall 











HOT PARLEY 


WALTER POWELL 


Try and Imitate Me 
PALACE THEATRE 
OocT. 

With BENNY MEROFF. 


31 














2d half (4-6) 
Hlarriett Maurot 
Foster & Van 
Medley & Dupree 
10 Abbott Girls 

2d half (28-30) 
Yoki Japs 
Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella’'s Dancers 

ise 


Celiseum 
Ist half (31-3) 


R Kress 3 
Crnree to fill) 
2d half (4-6) 
Ruth Roye 
Yorke & King 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (28-396) 
Fiochi Tr 
Bert Gordon 
Enrico Theo & N 
Morton Dewney 
86th 


t . 

lat half (31-3) 
Fiochi Tr 
Bert Gordon 
Enrico Theo & N 
Morton Downey 

2a half (4-6) 
(To fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
6 Daviilos 
Gale & Carson 
Britt Wood 
lL Millinder Bad 


Fordham 
ist half (31-3) 
V & E Stanton 
Ozzie Nelson Orch 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (4-6) 
Mel Klee 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (28-30) 
Seiler & Wills 
Janet Reade 
Burns & Allen 
Eddie Cantor 
Frankilia 
ist half (31-3) 
Perez 3 
Pearson Bros 
Harry Stanley Co 
Radio Stars 
Joe Marks Co 
Marion Hardy Co 
2d half (4-6) 
Maurice & Vincent 
Lee Port & Dotty 
Adelaide Hall 
Oscar Lorraine 
Dora Costa Rev 
2d half (28-30) 
Frank Ladent Co 
Nee Wong 
Joe Wallace 
Carrol’s Rev 
LaMarr & Boyce 
Chas Ahearn 
Hippodrome (31) 
Homer Romaine 
Nice Florio & L 
Manny King Co 


Maximo 
Mills & Robinson 
Eee & Ray Goman 


McCann 


Bob Ripa 
Lubin Larry & A 


Yacopi 


BOSTON, MASS. 
Koith’s (31) 

Young Kam Tr 

Atlas Lamar & B 

Britt Wood 

Estelle Taylor 

Fred Sanbornae 

(24) 

4 Nelsons 

Joe Termini 

Ann Codee 

Vanessi Co 

Trizie Friganza 

BUFFALO, N. ¥. 

Hippodrome (31) 

Blil Robinson 

‘Hot from Harlem’ 

(24) 

Ruiz & Bonita 

Al Abbott 

Bomby & Gang 

June Carr 

6 Galenos 

C’D’R RAPIDS, IA. 

Keith's 

Ist half (31-3) 

Roundup of Steps 

(Two toe fill) 

2d half (4-6) 


2d haif (28-30) 
Sis 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Palace (31) 
Tr 


BROOKLYN, N. ¥. 
Albee (31) 


Boswell Sis 

Puck & White 

(Three to fill) 
(24 


) 
Arthur Petley Co 
Foster & Vaa 
Estelle Taylor 
Harry Savoy 
Chaney & For 


Flushing 
Ist haif (31-3) 
Ala Brooks Co 


Morton & Parks 
Rosette & Iuttman 
Jim McWilliams 
L. Armstrong Bd 
(24) 
Gwynne Co 

Kelter Sis & Lynch 
Weaver Bros & E 
Home Folks 
CINCINNATI, 0. 
Albee (31) 
Remo's Midgets 
Ross Wyse Co 
Shean & Cantor 
Wally Vernon 


Yorke & King 

(Two to fill) 

2d half (4-6) 

Fiochi Tr 

V & E Stanton 

Kate Smith 

(One to fill> 

2d half (28-30) 

Meyers Lublow & R 

Pert Keiton 

Ben Meroft Bd 
Keamore 

ist half (31-3) 

Van Cello & Mary 

Billy Farrell Co 

Yorke & Johnson 

Chas Ahearn 

2d half (4-6) 

Sally Rand 

Collins & Peters 

(Two to fill) 

2a half (28-30) 

Johnny Pastime R 

Harriett Lee 

William Gaxton Co 

Radcliffe & Bob 


Madison 

Ist haif (31-3) 
Harriett Maurot 
Foster & Van 
Medley & Dupree 
1@ Abbott Girls 

2d half (4-6) 
4 Nelsons 
3 Reillys 
Frances & Waily 
(One to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
The Arleys 
Fred Pisano 
Miss Patricola 
Yorke & King 


AKRON, 0O. 
Palace 


a 

ist half (31-3) 
Donatella Bros Co 
Rube Demarest 
Belle Bennett Co 
Healey & Cross 

2d half (4-6) 
Gilbert Bros 
Tercell Sis 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Gus Van 

2d half (28-30) 
Great Walendos 
Hugh Skelly Co 
James Hall 





Ed & Morton Beck 


Ross Wyse Co 








7 





CEane. 


TOILETRIES 


Are Available at VANITEE MAKE-UP 


SHOP, 160 West 


Try My Deep Pore Cieanser—$1.00 


46th St., New York 











Wally Jackson Co 

Sylvia Froos 

Harry Savoy Ce 

Prosper & Marat 
(24) 


6 Belfords 
axy LaRocca 
ve Wong & Fumi 


Whitey & Ed Ford 


Lytell & Fant 
Lew Pollack Ce 
Mel Klee 
Telepavision 
Jefferson 

ist half (31-3) 
Hart's Hollanders 
Tabor & Greene 
Handers & Millis 
Joe Termini 
Benny Drohan Co 
Joe Wallace 
Carroll's Rev 

2a half (4-6) 
Bob Stickney 
farr & LaMarr 
Geo McKay Co 
Milt Douglas 
Radio Stars 
Harry Jackson Co 
Marien Hardy Ce 

2d half (28-30) 
Nice Viorio & 


$ 


ALBANY, N, Y. 
Proctor’s 
‘1st half (31-3) 
Bob Stickney Co 
Hai Neiman 
JI & K Lee 
Rose’s Midgets 
2a half (4-6) 
Zelda FEros 
Syivia Clark 
Pierce Velie Co 


Lester Allen Co 
2d half (28-30) 
DeToregos 


Bayes & Speck 
Adelaide Hall 


ATLANTA, GA, 
Keith's (31) 
Lewis & Altee 
Crowell & Allen 
Ben Blue 
(24) 
Melroy McN & R 
Fulton & Parker 
O'Brien & Hewett 
Carl Shaw 
BIRM’GH’M, ALA. 
Keith’a (31) 
Melroy McN & R 
Fulton & Parker 
O'Brien & Hewett, 





Willie West & McG 


Harry Carroll's Rv 
(24) 





Yacopi Tr 


Carl Shaw Co Johnny Barry Co 
24) DETROIT, MICH. 
Zelda Bros Holly wood 
Frank Conville 2d half (28-30) 
Pillard & Hiilier Ward & Van 


(Three to fiil) 
EASTON, PA, 
Seville (24) 


Leon’s Ponies 

H & D Downing 
Kathleen Dexter 
Roy Rogers 


IND’P’Lis, IND. 
Keith’s (31) 
El Cleve 


Hurst & Vogt 
Pepper Martina 
Pat Henning 
4 Ortons 
(24) 
Helen Carison 
Rube Demarest Co 
Major Sharp & M 
Roy Cummings 
Singer's Midgets 
KANS. CITY, MO. 
Kelth’s (31) 
Joe Peanuts 
Nell Kely 
Maidie & Ray 
Bob Hope & Antics 
(24) 
George ‘‘apps’ Rev 
John Steele 
Stuart & Lash 
LINCOLN, NEB, 
Kelth’s (31) 
8 Fet of Rhythm 
Furman S & L 
Johnny Barry Co 
L’S ANG’L’S, CAL. 
Hillstreet (31) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Karyl Norman 
Harry Burns Co 
(24) 
Stanley 2 
Fiddie White 
Ross & Bennett 
Runaway 4 
Torrey‘s Co 
Adeline & Sax Bd 
Johnson & Duker 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 
Keith's (31) 
James Evans Co 
Turner Bros 
Nan Halperin 
Eddie Stanley 
Y'gst’'rs of Y'st'rd'y 
» 


(24 
LaBelle Pola 








AND CO 
Creators of the 


CHRISTENSEN BROS. 


MPANY 
Modern Baliet 


This Week: RKO Plaza Thoatre 
Sacramento, Cal. 








Morton & Parks 
Rosette & Luttman 
Jim McWilliams 
L Armstrong Bd 
CLEVELAND, O. 
Palace (31) 
Gwynne Co 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Weaver Bros & H 
(Three to fill) 
24) 
Gilbert Bros 
Grace Doro 
Shean & Cantor 
Healey & Cross 
Sid Page 
Donatella Bros Co 
Barry & Whitledge 
Diamond Boys 
105th St. (31) 
Charles Carrer 
Foy Foy & Foy 


Pat Henning 
Hurst & Vogt 
Meison & Irm’'n'tte 
Pepper Martin 
4 Ortons 
MADISON, WIS. 
Keith's 
ist half (31-3) 
B & T Bow 
Cardini 
Carl Freed Co 
2a haif (4-6) 
A & G Falls 
Dave Vine 
Colby Murry Rev 
2d half (28-30) 
Dorothy Co 
Reynolds & White 
Sid Marion Co 
MILW’KEFE, WIS. 
Keith’s (31) 
Dick Henderson 





Irene Vermillion 


Rimac’s Orch 








Dir., WM. 


IKE ROSE’S MIDGETS ~ 


BOOKED SOLID FOR RKO 


DIAMOND 


JAMES PLUNKETT OFFICE 








McLallien & Sarah 
(24) 


3 Lordens 

Anita Case 

Brems F & M Bros 

Ledova 

COLUMBUS, 0O. 
Keith’s (31) 

Gloria Lee Co 


Bobby May 
4 Marx Bros 
24) 


Remos Midgets 
Wally Vernon 
Belle Bennett Co 
Harry Carroll Rev 
DALLAS, TEXAS 

Keith’s (31) 
EB & J Rooney 
Jack North 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
Lee 2 Co 

(24) 

Togo & Cherry B 
B& J Browne 


McCann Sis 
Bob Ripa 
Lubin Larry & A 
2d half (4-6) 
Roundup of Steps 
(Two to filly 
2d half (28-30) 
Marion Wilkins Co 
Jack Major 
Hunter & Percival 
DAYTON, O. 
Keith’s (31) 
8 Lordens 
Anita Case 


Ledova 
(24) 
Robinson & DeWitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 
DES MOINES, TA. 
Keith’s 
Ist half (31-3) 
Maximo 
Mills & Robinson 
Bee & Ray Goman 
2d half (4-6) 
Audrey Wycko 
May Joyce 
Wm Edmunds Co 
2d half (28-30) 
8 Ft of Rhythm 





Furmau 8S & L 


Brems F & M Bros 


Kramer & Boyle 

3 Allison Sis 

(24) 

Wallace Sis 

Bob Nelson 

Anger & Fair 

Owen McGivney 

MN’P’TIS, MINN. 

Keith’s (31) 

Wallace Sis 

Bob Nelson 

Owen McGivney 

Anger & Fair 
(24) 

Lita Wales 

Harry Delmar Rev 

NEWARK, N. J. 

Keith’s (31) 

Bud Harris 

Ann Codee 

(Three to fill) 
(24) 

Stanley Bros & A 


B & J Pearson 


Geo Beatty Senator Murphy 
Jack Randall Co Pearce & Velie 
DAVENPORT, IA./ Joe Young Co 
Keith's Gus Van 
ist half (31-3) N. ORLEANS, LA, 


Orpheum (31) 


Phil Rich 
Larry Rich Co 
(24) 

Lewis & Altee 

Crowell & Allen 

Ben Blue 

OAKLAND, CAL, 
Keith’s (31) 

Monroe Bros 

Jerome Mann 


Anatoile’s Affaira 
cy 


Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Karyl Norman 
Harry Burns Co 
OKLA. CITY, OK 
Keith’s (31) 
Geo Tapps 
John Steele 
Stuart & Lash 
(24) 
I.ois Torres 
Eddie Miiler 
M & A Skelly 
Pat Rooney Co 
OMAHA, NEB. 
Keith’s (31) 
The Duponts 





Arnaut Bros 


Jact Petet & B'ddy 


Edier & Reed Bros 


Hibbitt & Hartman 


Morton & Chandier 


Frank Richardsoa 
(24) 


Joe Peanuts 
Neli Kelly 
Maidie & Ray 
Bob Hope & Antics 
OTTUMWA, IA, 
Keith's (31-2) 
8 Fet of Rhythm 
Furman S & lL 
Johnny Barry Co 
PATERSON, N. J, 
Keith's 

1st haift (31-3) 
Jane Allyn Rev 
Davis & Darnell 
Oscar Lorraine 
Trini 
2d half (4-6) 
Ifarris 2 & Loretta 
Gene Cook 
News Parade 


Frank Libuse Co 
2d half (28-30) 
Sweet & Hot 


Tabor & Greene 
Geo McKay Co 

J & K Lee 

Joe Marks Co 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Keith’s (31) 
Earl Jack & Betty 
Fields & Bell 
Roxy's Gang 
Lewis & Ames 
(24) 
Ann Pritchard 
Art Henry 

C & J Preisser 
Toto 
ROCHEST’R, N. 
Keith’s (31) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
Emii Boreo 

(24) 
Charles Carrer 


¥. 





¢ 
Lide Ladies 
Coscia & Verdl 
Kitty Doner 
Billy -Glason, 
SYRACUSE, N. Y¥. 
Keith’s (31) 
Yoke Japs: 
Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Dancers 
24) 


«2 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
Wells & 4 Fays 
Emil Boreo 
TACOMA, WASH, 

Keith’s (31) 
Don Valerio 
Will Aubrey 
Gracella & Theo 
Seed & Austin 

(24) 

Earl Jack & Betty 
Fields & Beli 
Roxy’s Gang 
Lewis & Ames 


T’RE H’UTE, IND. 
Koith’s 
lst half (31-3) 


Sandy Lang Co 
Zelaya 
Summers & Hunt 
Singer's Midgets 
2a half (4-6) 
Downey & Claridge 
(Tiree to fill) 
2d half (28-30) 
Neale Sis 
The Ghezzis 
Dalton & Craig 
Colby Murry Rev 
Johnny Perkins 
TOLEDO, 0O. 
Rivoli (31) 
Robinson & Dewitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 





Foy Foy & Foy 


Pop Cameron 








Chefs: 





Serve POWELL 
Syncopation with 


SOUP, SALAD, 
STEAK. & SPAGHETTI 


LEDDY & 


SMITH 














Irene Vermiilion 
McLalien & Sarah 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Keith's 
Ist haif (31-3) 
Dorothy Co 
Reynolds & White 
Sid Marion Co 
2d half (4-6) 
Sandy Lang Ce 
Zelaya 
(Two to fill) 
2d haif (28-30) 
B & T Bow 
Cardini 
Carl Freed Co 
S’°CR’'M’NTO, CAL. 
Plaza (31) 
Ann Pritchard 
Art Henry 
C & J Preisser 
Toto 
(24) 
Christensen Bros 
Ray Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henrie 
Joe Laurie Jr 
SALT LAKE, UT. 
Liberty (31) 
Southern Gaieties 
Leon Navarra 
Henry Berfmana 
Hal Sherman 
(24) 
The Duponts 
Morion & Chandler 
Arnaut Bros 
Frank Richardson 
8’N ANT’NIO, T’X. 
Keith’s (31) 
Togo &. Cherry B 
B & J Browne 
George Beatty 
Jack Randall Ce 
(24) 
Edler & Reed Bros 
Phil Rich 
Larry Rich Co 
S’N F’RISCO, CAL. 
Golden Gate (3i) 
The Christensens 
Ray Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henrie 
Joe Laurie Jr 
Ma Kennedy 
(34) 
F & EB Monroe 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Anatole’s Affairs 
SCH’N’CT’DY, N.Y. 
Keith’s 
ist half (31-3) 
Hope Vernon 
Lester Allen Co 
Norman Thomas § 
2d half (4-6) 
Arthur Ward 
J & K Lee 
Rose's Midgets 
2a haif (28-30) 
Radio Jacks & Q’n 
Goss & Barrows 
Hal Neiman 


(24) 

3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Rimac’s Orch 
Kramer & Boyle 
TORONTO, CAN. 
Hippodrome (31) 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Al Abbott 
Bomby Gang 
June Carr 
6 Galenos 
(24) 
5 Elgins 
Edith Bow 
Clyde Cook 
Bernice & Emily 
Frank Idbuse 
TROY, N .Y. 

Keith's 
Ist half (31-3) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Bayes & Speck 
Adelaide Hall 
Willie West & McG 
2d half (4-6) 
Hope Vernon 
Harrison & Elmo 
Pilcer & Douglas 
2d half (28-30) 
Bob Stickney Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Lester Allen Co 
Norman Thomas 5 


Keith's 

Ist half (31-3) 
Deno & Rochelle 
Ray Huling & Seal 
Eddie Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 

2d half (4-6) 
4 Fantinos 
Fred Pisano Ce 
Aunt Jemima 
Cli Crain Co 

2a half (28-30) 


Lang & Lawley 
DePace 
Medley & Duprey 


Kolth’s (31) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Herman Timberg 


Aussie & Czech 


Lido Ladies 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glason 
24) 


Kluting’s Co 
Forum Boys 
Dodge 
Sammy Cohen 





Colleano Fam 


YONKERS, N. Y. 
Keith’s 





$$$ 


UNION HILI,, N.J. 


Benden Evans & B 


VANCOUV'R, B. C. 
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Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 

Broadway (24) 
Darling 2 
Jans & Whalen 
Bernice Claire 
Jeanette Bradley 
Altiertina Rasch Co 
‘Tip Oft’ 

Capitol (23) 
‘Milady’sa Boudoir’ 
Ivan Triesalt 
James Pendletoa 
Joyce Coles 
Louise Bave 
Phil Tiltman 
‘Susan Lennox’ 
Paramount (23) 
Cab Calloway Bd 
Cora Ia Reed 
Jordan & Jordan 
Roy Atkins 
Harlem Strutters 
‘Woman Hetween’ 
Roxy (23) 
‘Days of ‘49’ 
Patricia Bowman 
Arthur Humby 
Monrie & Grant 
Bob Roebuck 
Bert Faye 
Bob Rogers 
Zanou & Kas 
Peggy Price 
‘The Cisco Kid’ 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 

Buffalo (24) 
‘3 Big Figures’ 

5 Famous Jansleys 
‘Sob Sister’ 
Hippodrome (24) 





Bomby 


June Carr 

Al Abbott , 

Ruiz & Bonita 

6 Gelanos 
‘Beloved Bachelor’ 


CHICAGO, ILL, 
Oriental (30) 
Sophie Tucker 


|] Con, Colleano 


Lainbert Ballet 
‘Side Show’ 


CLEVELAND, O. 


State (24) 
‘Splashes’ 
F & J Hubert 


Lottie Mayer 
Cart Emmy's Pets 
Horton Spurr 
‘24 Hours’ 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Fisher (24) 
Belle Baker 
Bob Nolan 
‘Honor of Family’ 
Fox (24) 
‘Circus Days’ 
Bee Starr 
Adele Neison Co 
Stan Meyers 
‘The Big Gamble’ 
Michigan (24) 
‘Tans’ 
Jack Pepper 
D & HB Barstow 
Alvira Morton 
‘Beloved Bachelor’ 
PHILADELPHIA 
Grand (24) 
Little Jack Little 
‘The Brat’ 








Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 

Ist half (30-2) 

Brian McDonald 

Lydell-Gallo & R'n 

Gordon-Reed & K’'g 

Bingham & Olsen 

(One to fill) 

2na halt (3-5) 

Janet May 

Dorinda Sisters 


Milo 

7 Candreva Bros 
Orpheum 

ist half (30-3) 

B Weber Co 

Joe Phillips Co 

Milo 

(Two to fill) 

2nd half (5-5) 

Hill's KBlephants 

Peggy Calvert 

Lydelil-Gallo & R'n 





Chase & LaTour Co 


Hal Yates 
larry Adler 
3 Rio Bros 


ASTORIA, LL. f, 
Triboro 
ist half (30-2) 
Hill's Elephants 
Kaufman & Good'n 
Cariton & Ballew 
Jean Bedini Co 
2nd half (3-5) 
Ray & Harrison 
Radoliffe & Bob 
Gray Fam 
(Two to fill) 


BALTIMORE, MD. 
Century (30) 
Blanche Sweet 
Stetson 
Anita Avila 
Mills-Kirk & M’tin 
6 Colored Men 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Orpheum (30) 








Doing a Single and 


Week ef Oct. 22—RKO 


JEROME MANN 


Headlining in Anatole 


Friediand’s Affairs 


Orpheum, Oakiand, Cal. 


Dir.: Bernard Burke—Jack Curtis Office 








Gordon-Reed & K’'g 
(One to fill) 
Paradise (30) 
Benny Davis Gang 
State (30) 
Ho’wood Collegians 
Bobby Pinkus Co 
Colleano Fam 
(Three to fill) 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Bay Ridge 
ist half (30-3) 
La Salle & Mack 
Don Santos & Exie 
Betty Mooney Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (3-5) 
Geo Hermanna 
B Weber Co 
Moss & Frye 
Crystal Gazers 
(One to fill) 





46th St. 
ist half (30-2) 


Amanda Randolph 
Hector & Pals 
Burns & Kissen 
Jerry & B' Grands 
(One to fill) 
CLEVELAND, O. 
State (80) 
Bert Frohman 
Lang & Haley 
Ben. Omar 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 
Ohio (30) 


Ted Lewis Orch 
JERSEY CY., N.J. 
Loew's (30) 

Milton Berle 

Maureen Rio 

4 Monitors 

12 Navy Steppers 

MONTREAL, CAN. 
Loew's (30) 

W'thy & Thompson 

Lora Hoffman 

The Jovers 








This Week: 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 
Martha Pryor; Judson Cole 








Baker-Dove & Al’n 


Flo Lewis Dorinda Sis 

Eddie Garr Chase & LaTour Co 

Gus Edwards’ Rev | Geo P Wilson Co 

WINNIPEG, CAN, | Wilson-K'ple & B’ 
Capitol (31) 2nd half (3-5) 


Miacahua 
Whitey Roberts Co 
Wm W'bbs Co 
Dave Mallen Co 
Sally Rand Co 
Gates Ave. 

ist half (30-3) 
Miacahua 
Jim Reynolds 
Spence-Doris & Ce 
Millard & Marlin 





B Jane Cooper Rev 








MAURICE & ROGER CARTER 


WATCH 


These Kids Grow 
Now Playing 
4 LEDDY & SMITH 


2nd half (3-5) 
Baker-Dove & Al'n 
Grace Johnston Co 
Don Santos & Exie 
Billy Beard 
Betty Mooney Co 
Metropolitan (30) 
Roye & Maye Rev 
Harry Kahne Co 
Trixie Friganza 
Kikutas Japs 
(One to filly 














SEATTLE, WAS 
Keith's (31) 

Aussie & Czech 

Filo Lewis 

Eddie Garr 


Don Vaierio 

Will Aubrey 

Gracello & Theo 

Seed & Austin 

SIOUX CITY, IA. 
Keith’s (31) 


May Joyce 
Wim Edmunds Co 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 


Keith’s (31) 


Castieton M & O 
Harry J Conley 
Fifl D’Orsay 
(24) 

Gloria Lee Co 
Bobby May 
Summers & Hunt 
4 Marx Bros 
ST. PAUL, MINN, 

Keith’s (31) 
Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar 
(Twe to @ii) 





Gus Edwards’ Rev 
(24) 


Audrey Wyckoff Co 


Case Bros & Marie 


ist half (31-3) 
Davids & Glass 
Bob White 3 
Fred Pisano Co 
Aunt Jemima 
Cliff Crain Co 

2d haif (4-6) 
Deno & Rochelle 


Eddie Nelson 

Royal Uyenos 
2a half (28-30) 

Perez 3 

2 Rascals 

Marion Sunshine 


Jane Allyn Rev 


Keith's 
Ist half (31-3) 
Gilbert Bros 
Verceil Bros 
Chesileigh 
Gus Van 
2d half (4-6) 


Rube Demarest 
Belle Bennett Co 
Healey & Cross 
2d half (28-30) 
Bill Robinson 
‘Hot from Harlem 





Ray Huling & Seal 


Harry Jackson Co 
YOUNGSTOWN, 0O. 


& Gibbs 


Donatella Bros Co 


ain 

(30-2) 
Billy Beard 
Gray Fam 
Michon Broa 
(Two to fill) 

2nd haif (2-5) 
Jos Blank Co 
Geo P Wilson Co 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Wilson-Kep'le & B' 
(One to filly 

Valencia (30) 
Polly Moran 


Bob Murphy Co 
Ardine & Tyrell Rv 
NEWARK, N. J. 
State (30) 
Jean & Linton Rey 

Sandy Derson Co 
J Francis Dooley 
Iee-Lee-Lee & Tee 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Penn (30) 
Adler & Bradford 
Roma Bros 
Lee Barton Evans 
Sylvia Miller 
Trado Twins 
ROCHESTER, 
Loew's (30) 
Lottie Mayer 
Fritz & J Hubert 
Carl Emmy’s Pets. 
Horton Spurr 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
State (30) 
Condos Bros 
Christy & Nelson 
Milea & Kover 
Jack Reid 
Rudy Mason 
WASH'GTON, D.C. 


N.Y. 


Julia Curtis 
O'Connor Fam 
YONKERS, N. Y. 
Loew’s 

Ist half (30-2) 
Geo Hermann 
Wilton & Weber 
Crystal Gazers 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (3-5) 
Ishikawa & Kame 
Norman Thomas 5 





(Three to fill) 





Fanchon & Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Academy of Music 
Ist half (30-2) 

‘Exotique’ I 
Claudia Coleman 
Graumann Hess, V’ 
Ramon & Virginia 
Eno Tr 
Elmer Herling 
Sunkist Ens 
udubon 
(2nd half 3-5) 
‘Exotique’ I 
Claudia Colemaa 





Graumann Hess, V’ 

Ramon & Virginia 

Eno Tr 

Elinar Herling 

Sunkist Eas 
ATLANTA, GA, 


J Waldron & H'tt 
Glen Dale 

Elvira Tanzi 
Helen O'Shea 
Togo 

Sunkist Epa 





BOSTON, MASS. 
Metropolitan (30) 
‘Tomorrow's Stars’ 
Bernie & Walker 

Mary Miles 
Wanda Allen 
Anderson &- Allen 
Zelma-Fern Dale 
Buddy & Gretel 
Chiyo. Kadomateu 
Helen Ireland 
Dorothy Welch 
Theal Nelson 
Rudy Kaye 
BRIDGEPORT, CT. 

Fox Poli (30) 

‘Marches Militaire’ 


NEW HAVEN 
Palace (36) °™ 
‘S Races’ I 
Frank Jenka 
Danny Smal Ce 
Adams Sis 
Kanazawa Tr 
Chief Clear Sky 
» ORLEANS, LA, 
State (30) 
‘Once Upon a Time’ 
- yale & Lamb 
aye, Ellis ° 
Blossom Sis” LaR 
Franklyn Record 
Sunkist Ens 





OAKLAND, caq 





‘HARRY SAVOY _ 


GENERATING GIGGLES 


For LEODY & SMITH 


ee 
———— 





Charles irwin 
Large & Morgner 
Rodney & Gould 
Sunkist Ens 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Fox (30) 
‘L’house Nights’ I 
Wing Wah Tr 
Armanda & Lita 
Warren & Inman 
Don Carroll 
Sunkist Ens 
BUFFALO, N. Y¥. 
Shea's Buffalo (30) 
‘Vacation Days’ I 
Zelda Santley 
3 Jacks & A Queen 
Wilmot & Peters 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Kathiecen Kay 
Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Chicago (30) 
‘Yesterday Stars’ I 





Oakland (29) 
‘Tin Types’ I 
Press'ar & Klalesg 
Aaron Sis 
Cy Landry 
Oscar Taylor 
Marie Remingtoa 
Sunkist Ens 
PH’DELPHIA, PA, 
Fox (30) 
‘Around World’ f£ 
H & }rances Ushee 
Nord & Jeanne 
Tex Morrissey Ce 
Phyllis DuBarry 
Globe Trotters 
PORTLAND, ORE, 
Paramount (30) 
‘Parasols’ I 
G Sheldon & Sher'y 
Capt Willie Mauas 
Mignone 
Anthony 
Ray Angwin 








eS 


EXCLUSIVELY OESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROC 








Eva Tanguay 
Corinne 
Brown & Jordan 
Ward & Barrett 
May Hoey-T Kelly 
Rice & Cady 
Sylvia & Joyce 
Cho Cho 
Harrison & Co'Fds 
Alexander & Ev'lyn 
Freddie Ford 
Paradise (30) 
‘Modern Minstrels’ 
Tyler Mason 
Orren & Monte 
3 Page Boys 
Harry Von Fossen 
Mark Nelson 
Geo Boyce 
Esther Campbell 
Tivoli (30) 
‘All at Seq’ I 
Ben Bard 
Lester & Garson 
Gregory & Raymon 
June Worth 
Matt Brooks 
Uptown (30) 
‘Cozy Corner’ I 
Ruth Roland 
Alice & S LaMonte 
Rector & Doreen 
3 Jays 
Frank Rogers 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Fox (30) 
‘Dream House’ If 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Masters & Gauthier 
Peg Leg Bates 
Louise Glenn 
Sunkist Ens 
HARTFORD, CT. 


Capitol (30) 
‘Art Gallery’ I 
Felovis 
Eddie Cole 
Bob, Andy & Todd 
Josephine 


The Gathalots 
Olga & Lester 
Herculean 3 
LaMarr Bros 

Mavis & Ted 
Marian & Kathryne 


HWLYwWooD, CAL. 
Pantages (29) 

‘Aloha’ I 

Bob Hall 


Ryan & Noblette 
Al Gordon's Doga 
G'ylene & DuRayne 
4 Kadex 
IND’APOLIS, IND. 
Indiana (30) 
‘Hot Java’ I 
Weston & Lyons 
Armanda Chirot 
Noree 
3 Samuels Bros 
Vincent Yerro 
Sunkist Ens 
LOS A’G’'T’S, CAL. 
Loew's State (238) 
‘Carnival’ I 
Raynor & Lehr Co 
Teddy, the Bear 





Sunkist Ens 

SAN FR’SCO, CAG 
For (29) 

‘Stage Door’ I 

Briants 

Webster & Marine 

Constance Evan 

Hiarney & Connors 


Vina Zolle 
Sunkist Ens 
SEATTLY, CALIF, 
Sth Ave. (30) 
‘Co-Eds’ I 


Russey & Case 
Hl Dyer & Co 
Griffith & Westea 
Twinkle Twins 
Doyle 4 
Jack Frost 
Lois & Tudy 
The Accordion 6 
Sunkist Ens 
SPOKANE, WASH, 
Fox (31) 
‘La Plaza’ I 
Les CGellis 
Brancel & Pals 
Skeeter & Ray 
Nelly Fernandez 
Lucinda & Ricarde 
Eduardo Delgado 
Agustin Palafox 
Estelita 
Spanish Ens 
SP’GFIELD, MAS& 
Fox Poli (30) 
‘3 Big Figures 
56 Jansleys 
Haline Frances 
Harold Stanton 
Lou Barrison 
Muriel Gardner 
Sunkist Ens 
ST. LOUIS, MO, 
Fox (30) 
‘About Town’ I 
Ted & Al Waldmag 
Max Co 
Ben Dova 
Paul Olsen 
Joe Pasco 
Sunkist Ens 
TOLEDO, OHIO 
Paramount (30) 
‘Hacienda’ [ 
Sue Russell 
Hinky & Dinky 
Doyle & Donnelly 
5 Gems 
6 Gordontans 
Adriana 
TORONTO, ONT. 
Imperial (30) 
‘Circus Days’ I 
Bee Starr 
Lit St Leon Co 
Hooper & Gatcheté 
Nelson's Elephants 
Cc Sayton Co 
VANCOUVER, Ba 
Strand (30) 
Montmartre I 
Toe Jackson a 
Delores, D's & Ed's 
Duval Sis 
Don Julian & M’ie 
David Robel 








—, 





BOB CARNEY and JEAN 


FROM LAUGHLAND 


Via LEDDY & SMITH 





——, 





———————— 





The Andresens 
Cropley & Violet 
Carla Torney Ens 
MILWAUK’E, WIS. 
Wisconsin (30) 
‘Black & White’ I 
G D Washington 
Clifton & Brént 
Dolly Kramer 
Rose Glesby 
Marie LeFlohic 
M Alice Head 
Sunkist Ens 
MIN’POLIS, MINN. 
Minnesota (30) 
‘Gay Vienna’ I 
Duci de Karekjarto 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathburn 
Woodland & Smoot 
C Torney Girls 


mes La Marr 

wr de Valery Girle 

WASH’GTON, D. ©. 
Fox (30) 

‘Carmenesque — 

Melino & Davis 

Rose Valyd2 

Raye Saxe 

3 Matadors 

3 ee 

Sunkist ns 

WOR’STER, MASS. 
Palace (30) 

‘Sketches’ IL 

Allen & Canfield 

Tranklyn D'Amort 

Limberlegs Edw 

Duke Art 

Mildred Perlee 





Frank Hopkineo® 
Sunkist Ens 





LONDON 





Week 
Plaza 
Par-Tiller Girls 


Astria-Tiller Gir's 
BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Eddie Peabody 





Carlton-Tiller Girls 


Oct. 26 
Allan Shirea 

Old Kent Road 
M'yf’r-Tillee Girl# 
Mary & Erik 
Pauia Ruby 
Fina Ryder 


(Continued on page 63) 
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Top Insurance Rates for Legsers 





~~ 


Gamblers, Jockeys, Actors, Etc., Classed as 


Extra 


Risks 








Bootleggers are considered the 
qworst possible risk for insurance 
companies and are on the unaccept- 
able list in most of the large com- 
panies. That puts them on a par 
with wild animal trainers, steep!le- 
chase riders, window cleaners, cais- 
gon workers and divers—making a 
total of only six occupations which 
insurance companies consider too 
dangerous to be safe risks. 

New lists just gotten out by sev- 
eral of the major insurance com- 
panies show that they all coincide 
pretty closely on whom they con- 
sider safe insurance, and whom 
they don’t want. 

As far as the companies can avoid 
it, leggers, or people in any way 
connected with the booze business, 
are out for insurance, But the 
headache comes in from most of 
these giving their business as some- 
thing different than what it is. 
Real estate is the job leggers most 
generally pick on, insurance agents 
gay, although they have been known 
to describe themselves as belonging 
to practically every business extant. 


Extra for Actors 


As to members of the amusement 
industry, the insurance companies 
are pretty thorough. All actors and 
actresses have to pay a higher 
premium than people in ordinary 
walks of life. The way insurance 
companies figure the extra rates is 
to add a certain number: of years 
to the regular age and applying the 
Jatter rates. With actors it’s five 
years. In other words an actor 30 
years of age has to pay the regular 
rate paid by other people 35 years 
old. 

Booking agents don’t have to pay 
any extra rate, although scene 
painters and stage managers get the 
extra five years tacked on. Box- 
office men, musicians and property 
men get the extra five year rate 
only when their work takes them on 
the road, 

Circus people are looked at more 
earefully. Catchers working with 
nets get a seven-year advance rate, 
leapers with nets have to pay 10 
extra. Trapeze performers using 
gafety locks also get 10 extra and 
top men in perch acts get the stiff- 
est rate with 15 extra years tacked 
on, Wild west riders and racing 
riders get a 7 extra rate, while 
ground balancers, clowns, jugglers, 
understanders, wire walkers, bare- 
back riders, posing acts, and ring- 
masters pay 5 extra. 

In Sports 

In sports there are some seem- 
4ngly strange ruliucs. Baseball 
Players get only 4 years tacked on, 
but bicycle riders get 12. Jockeys 
are the hardest hit, with 25 years, 
while stablemen get 10. Bookmakers 
get 8, steeplechase riders are out 
completely. All other people con- 
nected with horse racing get 5. 
Fighters and wrestlers get 15 years 
tacked on to their normal lives for 
Premium purposes. 

How things stack up as to risks 
is indicated by the ruling about 
gamblers (professional). Employees 
are a 12 year additional risk, but 
Proprietors evidently are safer, get- 
ting only 8 years, 

_ Newspapermen are in no way 
mentioned, the insurance companies 
evidently going under the illusion 
that reporters are ordinary humans. 


MA KENNEDY’S $1,500 
VS. WHAT-A-MAN’S $250 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

PB Kennedy payrolls her new 
$250 and, What-a-Man Hudson at 
pr & week, keeping $1,500 net out 
— gross income of her 
aude act, opening on the 

aN for herself, Of the two G’s, 
aa g0es to the Rev. What-a-Man; 
aeons for authors; 10% of re- 
me er to Edward Grey, her biz 
nager; leaving $1,500 net for Ma. 


hen optioned P. 
a Hudson ets 
“Ppped 50 bucks. . 


Al Brandt Ill 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 











on ae nite brother of the presi- 
leally 111, columbia Pictures, is crit- 
Joe Br 


or 10 g andt will stay here a week 
to rer) More, but then will have 
return east, 


vv 





j in any previous year. 


PRINCETON’S REVENGE 


Socks Actor Wearing Glasses for 
Copping Gags 








Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Jack Princeton (Princeton and 
Renee) made an unofficial backstage 
appearance at the Englewood Tues- 


day night. (20) measuring a left, or 
maybe right, hook on the be-spec- 
tacled beak of Jack Leonard, comic. 
Princeton -said, ‘that’s for copping 
my material,’ making a bee line for 
the door before the bewildered 
Leonard knew what it was all about. 

It happened just as Leonard was 
awaiting his cue to go on for the 
finale of the act. Despite his 
broken glasses and a bleeding nose 
Leonard finished the turn on the 


stage. Princeton meanwhile blew out | 


of sight after explaining to friends 
he had repeatedly warned Leonard 
about lifting some of his gags. 


B’WAY BEAUT PARLORS 
ARE CLIPPING PRICES 


The beauty racket has taken a 
whack on Broadway and has come 
down so drastically in prices that 
girls who might have budgeted their 
marcels and manicures_ before 
should now be able to indulge in 
them freely. The prices for services 
in beauty parlors were always of 
profiteering nature. It was neces- 
sary for women to look well and 
they would let themselves be gouged 
without complaint. Now there is 
hardly a beauty parlor along Broad- 
way that is not giving its former 
services at half price. Other places 
offer all of the services of a beauty 
parlor at a flat rate of $1.50 or $2, 
probably one third of the former 
cost. 

Several new places recently have 
opened with the lowest prices ever 
quoted. 

Business that can be gotten by 
cheap competition in the beauty 
filed may have dented the racket, 
permanently in the beauty field, es- 
pecially with the new places opening 
with lowered price standards instead 
of advertised slashed prices. 

Cosmetics and beauty equipment 
of all sorts have been greatly low- 
ered in price along Broadway al- 
though the slash in price of such 
goods may be only temporary. 











Belle Livingston Out 
Of Cowshed, Reno Spot 


Reno, Oct. 26. 

No longer is Belle Livingston at 
her cowshed to greet Reno merry 
makers. She says she’s going to 
stick around and open another re- 
sort if she can get the backing. 

Following a:raid on her resort a 
couple of weeks ago Belle’s troubles 
as night club hostess in Reno piled 
up fast with the climax coming 
when half a dozen skeptical credi- 
tors swooped down on the cow- 
shed. Belle’s two partners, George 
Quigley and C. A. Wernisch, told 
the creditors it was Belle’s fault 
that bills were not paid, that she 
was too hospitable. As a hostess 
she was a great drawing card they 
said, but a poor investment. 

Belle got the air over her violent 
protests and now she says the big 
electric sign above the cowshed, 
which spells out her name in flam- 
ing red letters must come down. 

The creditors appointed a lumber- 
man, a plumber and an electrician 
to run the place for the time being 
and Belle’s two former partners 
are on the payroll. 

‘I have been forced to resign ac- 
tive part in my club,’ said La Belle, 
‘but I still retain my stock. I made 
it the fashionable place it is and 
now they think they can carry on 
without me. We will see.’ 





Reach for Xmas Work 


Although the holidays are more 
than six weeks away, agents have 
sent letters to all department stores 
in an effort to place Santa Clauses, 
clowns and all kinds of freak and 
stunt acts with them for the holi- 
day ballyhoo. 

’ The list of men and women avail- 





Versatile Chef 


Arthur Willi squawked about 
the chop suey at Basil Ger- 
son’s, where Chinese food 
alternates with herring on 
the menu. The booker said it 
was phoney. So Basil hauled 
out the Chinese chef to prove 
things. 

‘This is Mr. Willi,’ said Basil 
to his chow mein scrambler. 
‘He doesn’t Hke your chop sucy 
and he books the Palace.’ ‘I’m 
an acrobat, too, in case you 
need me some time,’ chirped 
the chef. 











SEEK SPOT IN 
MEXICO 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
A chain of broadcasting stations, 
stretched across the Mexico-U. S. 
border, but all located on the Mex- 
ican side, over which rackets pro- 
hibited in the U. S. may be ether- 


ized, is proposed by a syndicate 
working from here and attempting 
to get the necessary permits from 
the southern republic. 

Under the scheme the air promo- 
tion will go beyond the broadcast- 
ing of prohibited medical stuff as is 
now going from one of the stations 
below the border, operated by a 
doctor who was prohibited from 
sending his cure-all spiels from 
Kansas. 





Work On Permits 


Group involved is working 
through a strawman, a Mexican ex- 
official, who is trying to put through 
the necessary deals for permits at 
Mexico City, it is said. 





Fixel Version at 
Erlanger Trial May 
Take All November 


Charlotte Leslay Fixel’s trial be- 
fore Surrogate John P. O’Brien, in 
which she is attempting to prove 
she is the common law widow of the 
laté A. L. Erlanger, is moving 
slowly. Although last week’s ses- 
sions were filled with spectators, 
even the contesting lawyers figure 
the case dull although the dower 
rights in what is estimated as a 
$75,000,000 estate are at stake. 

Currently the trial is held off until 
Thursday (29). On that day ses- 
sions resume when opposing counsel 
finish with other legal matters per- 
tinent to each and in other courts. 

Miss Fixel, represented by At- 
torney Max Steuer, is presenting her 
side now and likely to continue 
throughout November. Plaintiff 
figures on calling something like 
150 or more witnesses to prove the 
late theatre magnate recognized her 
as his wife before his death. 

Many Witnesses 

Counsel for the estate includes 
Samuel Untermeyer, Isidore Kresel, 
former Supreme Court Justice Mit- 
chell Erlanger and Saul Baron. 
Judge Erlanger is a brother of the 
late A. L. Erlanger. Baron is ad- 
ministrator of the estate. 

Various witnesses so far called in- 
cluding a former housekeeper, 
valets, Atlantic City employes and 
a couple of friends of Miss Fixel 
testified as knowing her as ‘Mrs. Er- 
langer’ for indeterminate periods. 

Miss Fixel is now 46 years old, it 
was brought out in the trial, and 
knew the late theatre man as far 
back as 1906 or 1907. Former’s 
stage career was passed over in ex- 
amination of Mrs. Elizabeth Conger, 
an Atlantic City friend of Miss 
Fixel’s. She appeared in around 19 
shows. 

If the plaintiff's plans as given 
hold, among witnesses to be called 
may be several legit producers in- 
cluding Ziegfeld, George White and 


No Equity Ball 


There wili be no Equity ball this 
season. The event was carded for 
Nov. 11. 

The cancellation was made with 
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i sionals are financially embarrassed. 
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LITTAU—BELKIN 


Roxy Theatre Romance Blooms In 
Norristown, Pa. 








Omaha, Neb., Oct. 26. 
Secret marriage of Joseph Littau, | 
formerly conductor at the Roxy, | 


New York, and now director of the 
3el- 


also formerly at the 


Omaha Symphony, to Beatrice 
kin, soprano, 
Roxy, was revealed here. 
Oct. 4 at Norristown, Pa. 

Miss Belkin was playing with Ed 
Wynn’s show in Philadelphia at the 
time. _Littau had been in the east 
all summer. While there he secured 
separation from his former wife, by 
whom he has two children. 

The new Mrs. Littau did not re- 
turn here with him, having engage- 
ments to keep, but will be here as 
soloist with the symphony in April. 


MRS. DE MARCA MISSED 
AFTER BEATEN BY 2 MEN 


Mrs. Ann DeMarca, 23, dancer, 
wife of a sports promoter, savagely 
beaten after she had been robbed 
in her apartment at the Century 
Hotel, failed to appear in West 
Side Court to prosecute her alleged 
assailants. 

Detectives Pat Harty and Cas- 
well Jacobs of the West 47th street 
station asked Magistrate Maurice 
Gotlieb for further time in the hope 
of locating the dancer. Phil Wag- 
ner, Assistant Dist. Attorney, urged 
the adjournment. 

“Your Honor, I feel that Mrs. De 
Marco has been intimidated. And 
I have reason to believe that she 
has been: kidnaped,” said Harty. 
The court granted the adjournment 
for several days. Harty stated that 
following the assault, Mrs. De 
Marco was seen to leave the hotel 
with two strangers. 

When the case was called again, 
Harty announced that he had been 
unable to locate the dancer. The 
court then discharged the two de- 
fendants, Abe Weinberg, 21, sales- 
man, 102 East 114 street, and 
George Schwartz, 20, 1751 77th 
street, Woodhaven, L. I. 

The story the dancer told Harty 
and Jacobs was that she was held- 
up and robbed by two men in her 
apartment at the Century. When 
the dancer was loath to yield her 
money, Weinberg beat her severely, 
she told the sleuths, Fearing she 
would be killed she consented to 
get all the money she had, $68. She 
gave that to Weinberg. Schwartz 
at the time was looting a bureau 
drawer, she asserted, 

Mrs. De Marco’s screams attract- 
ed guests in the hotel. The latter 
phoned for Harty and Caswell. The 
cops found the defendants in Mrs. 
De Marco’s rooms. Weinberg had 
the $68 in his pocket, said Harty. 











TOO MANY PANHANDLERS 


Judge Dreyer Gives Notice to Beg- 
gars to Keep Away From Square 








Magistrate August Dreyer issued 
a warning to peddlers and beggars 
to steer clear of Broadway, Seventh 
avenue and 42d street. 

Captain Amander O. Hayes of the 
West 47th street station, assigned 
plainclothesmen Maguire and Don- 
nellan to round up countless pro- 
fessional beggars and peddlers that 
jam the streets mentioned. 

Pedestrians have complained and 
storekeepers and theatre owners 
have written to Police Commission- 
er Mulrooney and Chief Magistrate 
James McDonald. 

A conference was held by the 
Board of Magistrates. It was de- 
cided that the magistrates would 
have to be more drastic. 

The plainclothesmen rounded up 
more than 100 beggars and peddlers 
during the week. They were ar- 
raigned in Night Court and the 
West Side Court Magistrates have 
manifested leniency toward these 
unfortunates heretofore. 

Magistrate Dreyer in West Side 
Court imposed stiff fines with the 
alternative of short jail sentences. 
He said that he was an eye-wit- 
ness to the condition. 

After warning the defendants he 
announced that he would impose 
heavy jail sentences if they didn’t 
keep off restrict areas. 


Date was | 





Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 
With collection of bad debts as 
dificult as autographing Hoover's 


collar, the get-or-garnishee agencies 


are resorting to desperate dodges in 
their attempts to liquidate overdue 
accounts, 

Skip tracers, in business to locate 


those who have powdered on mer- 
chandise bills, go to the greatest 
lengths when seeking bad debt 
pyramiders. Firms no longer use 
the moniker of collection agency, 
but are known by such titles as the 
National Inheritance Service, Ter- 
minal Messenger Service, Radio Ex- 
press Co. of N. Y., United Delivery 
System of Washington, General 
Storage Co., American Dispatch of 
N. Y., and other firm names unre- 
lated to the task of yanking back 
bucks from unsuspecting deadbeats. 
Package Gimmick 

Routine just about worked into 
the ground in the east is the pack- 
age is being held at the office of 
the supposed express company for 
him, He is to write back informa- 
tion as to his employer, business 
address and other info that will al- 
low him to be tagged at the pay- 
envelope source. American Dis- 
patch of N. Y., one of these gadgets, 
is said to be the decoy of a retail 
credit men’s ass’n in St. Louis, un- 
connected with the national RCM 
ass’n, 

Department stores, clothing and 
instalment houses are the chief 
clients of the phoney express com- 
panies, which depend for their suc- 
cess on being in a different state _ 
from the delinquent debtor, since 
the return info is thus sent by mail, 
instead of the victim coming into 
the office in person to collect the 
decoy package. 


Phony Inheritances 


New wrinkle to the stunt is the 
National Inheritance Service of San 
Francisco, which sends out a letter 
saying that they have information 
of value to the addressee if he will 
supply them with personal statis- 
tics which always include the name 
and address of employment and any 
credit knowledge possible. 

Letterhead of the agency is very 
impressive, giving it credit for being 
‘examiners for title companies, ac- 
tuaries, genealogists, record search- 
ers, and locaters of missing heirs.’ 

Run by a Lelia R. Leep, said to be 
an attorney, this false inheritance 
bureau numbers among its clients 
the Encyclopaedia Britannica of N. | 
Y., Bloomingdale Bros., May Co. of 
Cleveland, and the Rittenhouse 
Press, 


NAT NAZARRO SQUARED 
GIRL’S $150 RING CLAIM 


Nat Nazarro, m. e. at Janssen’s 
Hof-brau, 53rd street and Broad- 
way, was summoned to West Side 
Court before Magistrate Maurice 
Gotlieb on the charge of retaining 
the diamond engagement ring, val- 
ued at $750 of Ethel Allis, dancer, 
of 200 West 54th street. 

Young Janssen, son of the pro- 
prietor of the restaurant accom- 
panied Nazarro to court. Janssen 
got two adjournment stating that 
Nazarro’s attorney was busy. 

Finally Miss Allis told the court 
everything had been settled and she 
desired to withdraw her summons. 
Her face beamed with smiles. Miss 
Allis is head of the company of 
five (Allis and her four boys). 

She told the court that she met 
Nazarro several years ago, About 
five months ago she asked him to 
pawn the ring for $150. He did. 
But she never got the proceeds, she 
asserted. Nazarro sold the ticket 
for $20, she averred. 

Nazarro gave her $30. When the 
rest was not forth coming she got 
the summons. Nazarro told her he 
was broke, she said. A man known 
as ‘Taps,’ booker, bought the ticket 
and redeemed the ring, she de- 
clared. 

Nazarro was 








unconcerned over 
his plight. ‘Everything is Jake 
Judge. I have no desire to press 
the charge’, said the dancer. They 
all left court together. 

Paul Page, cinema actor, husband 
of Miss Allis, gave her the ring 
when they were engaged, she said. 
They are living apart, Mrs. Page 
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HOLLYWOOD SHORTS 


By Claude Binyon 

















Catalina Island, July 21. 
Dear Ma: 
Arent you surprize to get a letter 
from Catalina Island, but thats the 
pitcher bisness for you. Dont fall 


dead, ma, but I am here with Mr. 
Bowstein the famous director, oney 
in separate bungalows. If anybody 
is ever going to be a success Im 
the one, because Mr. Bowstein is so 
screwy about me he cant sleep 
nights. 

Heres how it happend. Mr. 
Bowstein was reading a story about 
a girl who loves a man but another 
man butts in and spoils it until the 
and. Mr. Bowstein said the minut 
he saw that story he knew it was 
for me, and woud I help him get the 
story ready for production. I said 
sure, then he said we have to go to 
Catalina to get away from every- 
body. I was scared at first, but he 
explained that everybody goes to 
Catalina and places like that to get 
away from people and let their 
minds think, 

We went down to the boat to- 
gether but we got on separate be- 
cause Mr. Bowstein says if reporters 
saw us get on together theyd know 
he was working on his next pitcher 
and woud break the news about me 
before I was ripe. After the boat 
pulled out we got together again 


(Continued on Page 63) 


WILLIS BROWN KILLED 
BY JEALOUS WIDOW 


Columbus, Oct. 26. 

Willis H. Brown, ad agent for the 
Lyceum, with union-run stock bur- 
lesque, and for the Hartman, home 
of the Players Guild, drama stock, 
was shot to death here last week 
by Mrs. Maude G. Malloy, widow, 
who claimed the shooting was acci- 
dental. But she admitted having 


purchasing the revolver the day be- 
fore the slaying. 

Mrs. Malloy claimed she used the 
gun to frighten Brown into keep- 
ing a promise to marry her and to 
return money she had loaned to 
him. It was discovered Brown was 
engaged to marry another local 
woman, Thanksgiving Day. Police 
ascribed the shooting to jealousy, 
citing numerous threats made by 
the widow. 

She was held on a charge of first 
degree murder after surrendering to 
police two hours after the slaying. 
The dead man’s flancee told of the 
threats made over the phone and 
police are building their case on 
this point, although forced to admit 
that the widow’s story sounds good 
because of powder burns found on 
the slain man’s clothing. 

Prior. to his connection with the 
Lyceum and Hartman theatres, 
Brown was connected with the re- 
vived Al. G. Fields minstrels, who 
broke up recently. 

Brown has been advance man for 
circuses and some time ago was 
connected with the old Broadway 
theatre here. He was well known in 
theatrical circles throughout the 
state. 


No Opium Smoking Proven 
Against 4 Young Girls 


A charge of visiting a place for 
the purpose of smoking opium was 
dismissed in Special Sessions and 
Jean Nixon, 22, dancer, of the Belle- 
claire hotel; Fay Weiss, 23, model, 
of the Century hotel; Geraldine 
Webb, 23, bookkeeper, 594 Union 
avenue, Bronx, and Helen Beck, 21, 
entertainer, of 50 West 112th street, 
were acquitted. 

All were arrested Aug. 2, follow- 
ing a raid on an apartment at 50 
West 112th street. Angelo Macari, 
23, of 529 Broome street, was found 
guilty of possessing opium in the 
place at the time of the raid. He 
was sentenced to 60 days in the 
workhouse. 

















Kelly Back Again 


Shipwreck Kelly ended a lay-off 
Saturday (24) when he perched 
himself on the Lyric theatre flag- 


pole. Stunt is for the Brandts’ new 
vaude-short film policy at the 
house. 


Kelly is to stay up a week and 
then do seven days in the Lyric. 


DIES DESPITE PALS 


Six Blood Transfusions Fail to Save 
Toledo Newspaperman 








Toledo, Oct. 26. 

Harry G. Baker, 35, widely known 
newspaperman, last a copy desk 
man on the Toledo ‘Blade,’ died 
here last week. Mr. Baker, after at- 
tending Northwestern University, 
held positions on many sheets. 

He worked in St. Louis and then 
went on the Kansas City Journal. 
Later he worked for the U P in 
Cleveland and then joined the 
Scripps-Howard group. He held 
editorial positions on Fort Worth, 
Birmingham, Cincinnati and Denver 
Scripps papers. He had been with 
the Blade for two years. 

Six blood transfusions by five men 
on the ‘Blade’ staff failed to save 
his life. 


BENNETT-MARQUIS SET 
WEDDING DATE WEST 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Constance Benneit and her fiance, 
the Marquis de la Falaise, have set 
their wedding date for Dec. 2, next. 
Ceremony will take place in Ari- 
zona. 

In the first half of November, 
Gloria Swanson expects to receive 
her final decree of divorce in Paris 
from the Marquis. 


Mrs. Huston’s Settlement 
Includes 140 G’s on Line 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Terms of the settlement made be- 
tween Walter Huston and his wife, 
Bayone Whipple Huston, who di- 
vorced him recently in Reno, reveal 
that the actor gave her $100,000 
cash and $40,000 in bonds. 
In addition to the cash and bonds, 
Mrs. Huston receives a $10,000 in- 
surance policy and $5,000 yearly. 


Knocked 20 Ft. by Taxi 


Dan Cathe, dancer in Carroll's 
‘Vanities,’ was hit by a taxi last 
Wednesday night (21) while cross- 
ing 7th avenue with his mother 
after the night’s performance. 

Mrs. Cathe was also badly injured 
and taken to her home. Cathe him- 
self was knocked 20 feet by the cab. 
It is claimed by witnesses the taxi 
drove through a red stop traffic 
light. He was badly bruised about 
the legs but insisted on remaining 
in the show. 


$1,200 YEARLY ALIMONY 


With $20,000 Counsel Fee Granted 
Mrs. Brown of Syracuse 





























Syracuse, N. Y., Oct. 26. 

The fortune of Julian S. Brown, 
nillionaire Syracuse theatre and 
night club operator, was ‘nicked’ 
for the heaviest alimony payments 
and counsel fees ever assessed in 
Oswego County. Justic William F. 
Dowling at special term, granted 
Mrs. Margaret Hanna Brown $1,000 
a& month alimony and $20,000 coun- 
sel fees to prosecute her divorce 
suit. 

Alimony payments are to be re- 
troactive to Oct. 1, the first pay- 
ment required immediately. Mrs. 
Brown, in her application, asked 
that her husband who is the lessee 
of the Dewitt theatre and the owner 
of the Cafe Dewitt, be required to 
pay $3,500 monthly alimony and 
$35.000 counsel fees. 

Heir to one-third of the $7,750,000 
estate Icft by his late father, Alex- 
ander T. Brown, inventor and cap- 
italist, Brown has been a neavy in- 
vestor in realty. Its value has 
shrunk greatly, it was disclosed at 
the hearing. 

While the alimony battle was be- 
ing waged before Justice Dowling, 
a‘second matrimonia! action against 
Brown was started before Justice 
F. Walter Bliss here. Mrs. Ethel 
Listman Brown, his first wife, is 
suing to have his marriage to the 
second Mrs, Brown annuled, attack- 
ing the validity of a divorce whict 
Brown obtained in Wayne, Mich., in 
1917. 





TOUGH ON COAST! 


Four Trains, Two Ships, Planes 
Bear Film Mob to Cal.-U.S.C. Tilt 








Hollywood, Oct. 26. 


Production was at its low ebb last 
week end and weighty decisions 
were tabled, not due to inactivity in 
pictures but because U. S. C, was 
playing California at Berkeley and 
football is pretty important just 
now. 

Four special trains, two steam- 
ships and a flock of airplanes car- 
ried the Southern California rooters 
to the bay city. Majority of the 
trippers were motion picture people. 


Who Cleaned Velez’ Home 
Of Gary Cooper’s Gifts? 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 


Home of Lupe Velez in Beverly 
Hills has now been cleaned of every 
article belonging to Gary Cooper or 
given, to Miss Velez by the actor. 
Mrs. Charles H. Cooper, mother of 
Gary is alleged to have done the 
cleaning while Miss Velez was at 
the studio and her son was in New 
York. 

Mother had access to the house, 
as she was a frequent guest there 
when the Velez-Cooper romance 
was still warm. 


Stole Ted Healy’s Love 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 


Ted Healy, here with ‘Crazy 
Quilt,’ dubbed himself “What a 
Heart Healy’ when told that Betty 
Healy had filed a $20,000 suit in 
Pittsburg against Mary Brown 
Warburton for stealing the come- 
dian’s pulsations. 

Miss Warburton is the grand- 
daughter and heiress of the late 
John Wanamaker, merchant chief. 
According to Healy she’s just a nice 
girl, but so is Betty, hastily adds 
Ted. The Healys have been living 
apart for some time. 


Salem Ducking Stool 
Figures in Divorce 


Salem, Mass., Oct. 26. 


Her story that her husband threw 
her, fully clothed, into a bathtub 
filled with hot water helped win a 
divorce for Mrs, Alice Hyde, stock 
actress, in Probate court. 


Her suit against Forrest Hyde 
was uncontested. A daughter, Mar- 
ion, aged 14, corroborated her 
mother’s testimony. 


Mrs. Hyde testified she was mar- 
ried in October, 1913, and that she 
was subjected to almost continuous 
abusive treatment until the summer 
of 1926 when the bathtub dousing 
incident occurred. 




















DORIS RANKIN’S OPERATION 
Doris Rankin, legit actress, is to 
enter the Park East Hospital 
Wednesday (28). 
Miss Rankin is said to be under- 
going a throat operation. 


MARRIAGES 

Richard Dix to Winnifred Coe, 
San Francisco debutante, at Yuma, 
Ariz., Oct. 19. Dix gave his name 
as Ernest Carlton Brimmer, 

Beatrice Belkin, formerly of the 
Roxy, to Joseph Littau, conductor, 
of Omaha Symphony, in Norris- 
town, Pa., Oct. 4, 

Don Avalon to Satho Zograthos, 
non-pro, Oct. 22, in New York. Hus- 
band is a band. leader. 

Leatrice Yoy to William Spencer 
Hook, at Del Monte, Cal., Oct. 22. 
Groom is an L. A. business man. 

Art Landau to Shirley Goldberg, 
non-pro, San Francisco, Oct. 22. 
Groom musician at Warfield thea- 
tre, Frisco. 

Barbara (Yarborough) Allen, pic- 
tures, to Charles Hooper Crosby, 
non-pro, Oct. 20 in Reno. 

Mrs. Rhoda Summerville, profes- 
sionally known as Gay Desmond, to 
Prince Paul Troubetzky, in London 
Oct. 24, 








BIRTHS 


To Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Esmond, 
a daughter, recently at the Albany 
(N. Y.) Hospital. Mother the for- 
mer Mercile Armstrong, singer and 
dancer, last year in the ‘Merry Wi- 
dow’ and now a vocal instructor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nat Abramson at 
their home in Far Rockaway, son, 
their third in six years. Father is 
club booker. 

Mr. and Mrs. George E. Morris, 
at Hollywood, Oct. 28, son. Father 





is comptroller at the Disney studios. 
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GAMES 


Purdue-Chicago 


Ohio State-Indiana .. 





Probable Football Winners 
and Proper Odds 


By Sid Silverman 
October 31 





Notre Dame-Carnegie Tech ecceee- Notre Dame POPC Poe ee ree, 
ccdecoccccocccees cP UraUue 
Cornell-Columbia ...csseeesseeess> 
Brown-Holy Cross cocecovccoceces o BFOWN CPP OOOH OSES eee eeeees 


Syracuse-Michigan State ........-Syracuse 


i 


WINNERS ODDs 
- 95) | 
Derhdll sscccccceces.. ee 
Ohio State COCHSSE OOO SeSees pt 


POCO HOO ESO Seseses 


5/4 





Minnesota-Wisconsin ...eececceeessMiMMesota sesccccesssscscees 7/5 
Nebraska-Missouri ....scceseesess+ Nebraska .scccccesccenccces 9/5 
N.Y. U.-Oregon ....ccccccccccccess Ne Wo Us ccrcccccccccccccves 5/3 
Northwestern-Illinois ...eseceees++ Northwestern ....0..cesceces 9/5 
Michigan-Princeton ...ssecccsees-sMichigan ....seccececceceene 8/5] | 
Pittsburgh-Penn State ...-ecees.-+Pittsburgh .....ccersecccccee 7/5] | 
Meta: cindengddcurceck«t Ol 6040ds ones eee 
(Predictions based on fair weather) 
a 








EXTORTION CHARGE BY MA 


Bringing in Betty Healy's Aliena- 
tion Suit 


Jack Marcus, proprietor of the 
Stanley hotel, 126 West 47th street, 
is expected to appear in West Side 
Court this week to prosecute Dave 
Braunstein, 28, 1120 Manor avenue, 
Bronx, and Jack Grodman, 22, 1420 
Prospect avenue, Bronx, on the 
charge of attempted extortion. 


Hymie Levine and John Morris- 
sey of the Safe and Loft Squad, 
Headquarters, arrested Braunstein 
and Grodman outside of the Stanley 
as Marcus alighted from his car. 
Braunstein and Grodman are al- 
leged to have made threats, state 
the cops. 


The names of Mary Brown War- 
burton, Ted Healy and Betty Healy, 
the latter’s wife, are said to have 
been mentioned by the defendants. 
Mrs. Healy is suing Miss Warbur- 
ton for alienating Ted's affections. 
Miss Warburton is prominent in 
Philadelphia and a member of the 
social register. 


Told to Settle 


Several week’s ago Marcus was 
approached by two strangers who 
directed him to carry word to Miss 
Warburton to settle the action 
against her for $20,000. The 
strangers warned Marcus to convey 
the message to Miss Warburton. 
Marcus knows the Healys and Miss 
Warburton, stated Levine and Mor- 
rissey. He ignored the stranger’s 
request. 

Marcus told the sleuths about the 
visit of the strangers. Marcus had 
forgottent the incident until he ar- 
rived at his hotel early in the morn- 
ing. As Marcus stepped from his 
car, the pair approached him and 
began to recite the same story of 
telling Miss Warburton to settle. 
A threat was made in the command, 
said Marcus. One of the defend- 
ants was about to punch Marcus, 
feared the sleuths. They then ar- 
rested them, 


The defendants pleaded not guilty. 
They stated they had been asked by 
‘Jack Simpson’ to carry the story 
to Marcus. They were to be com- 
pensated when the case was over. 
They met ‘Sampson’ near Roth’s 
restaurant, said the detectives, 








Ball and Carnival at $3 
Top Sun Eve in Garden 


George M. Cohan and George 
Jessel, Abbot and Dean of the 
Friars, received newspapermen and 
club members at the Monastery 
Friday (23) when ways and means 
were discussed to stimulate public 
interest in the Friars’ ball and 
carnival, to be held in Madison 
Square Garden next Sunday (Nov. 
1). The response and suggestions 
from columnists indicated support 
from the dailies, while the event is 
being nightly broadcasted by radio. 


The dual event will open at seven 
o’clock, the grand march starting 
at midnight. There will be three 
sections headed respectively by 
Mayor Jimmy Walker, Cohan and 
Jessel, the marchers joining as one 
for the final circuit of the floor. 

Jack Curley is in charge. The 
Friars will participate in Curley’s 
wrestling show to be staged at the 
Garden the following night (2) and 
are assured of several thousands of 
dollars. 

Admission will be $3 per person 
for the ball and carnival, that be- 
ing the lowest scale for a public 
Friars event. The accompanying 
show will include screen and stage 
luminaries, 





(call, and a five-gallon bottle of 


as 


$1 MERCHANT COUPON 
BOOKS HIT $34 INL. & 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

An elaborate extension of the 
two-for-one gag is being operated 
around here, with merchants and 
services of all kinds persuaded to 
come in with a neighborhood thea. 
tre on a book coupons. One book, 
built up around a Hollywood thea. 
tre, sells for $1 and offers mer. 
chandise alleged worth $34. The 
theatre tickets and a boat excursion 





pores 









offered are two-for-one proposi. 
tions. In some other cases the cous 
pons are good for so much discount 
on purchases, but the majority of 
the items offered have no apparent 
strings. 

Salesmen claim that the firms in 
on it simply want to draw people 
into their shops. The dollar cash 
is split between the printer, promo- 
ter, salesman and the theatre. 

For the Buck 

Bargain available in the Holly- 
wood $1 book are: 10 theatre tick- 
ets, one aviation lesson, three 
horseback rides, one evening of 
golf (minny), one trip to Calalina 
island, six root beers, one luncheon, 
two passes to the YMCA pool, one 
auto wash, one auto grease job, 40 
cents worth of gas and oil, four 
parking coupons, one facial and 
gift package, one shampoo and 
finger wave, one portrait, four 
laundry coupons, one suit pressed, 
one watch crystal, one radio service 


a 


ne ee ee 


water. 


Caliente Declines Test 
Case on Debt Legality 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 
Question whether Agua Caliente 
gambling debts can be legally col- 

lected in California is still open. 
Harry A. Finkenstein’s statement 
that he would raise the issue in de+ 
fending M. Zimmelman in a $5,500 
stop-check suit brought by the 
Agua Caliente Hotel Co. caused the 
latter to back down, with apparent 











intention to let the suit die. 

Attorneys for the Mexican resort 
indicated they would move a sans 
prejudice dismissal if the defensé 
brought the case to trial. 

Suits for Agua Caliente debts are 
filed almost weekly in the Los An- 
geles municipal court, most of them 
by a local attorney to whom the 
claims are assigned. The sult 
against Zimmelman was brought in 
the name of the Caliente company 
directly, in superior court. 


See Reno Racket War 





In $50,000 Wet Raids 
Reno, Oct. 26. 
Two immense liquor factories, 


one a distillery and the other 4 
brewery, were knocked over by the 
prohibs. ‘ 
They were the largest plants eve 
uncovered in the state, and © “ 
about $50,000 to build. The whiske? 
plant was in a two-story f 
house, a mile west of Reno an 
the brewery was in & residence - 
the heart of the City of Sparks, 
mile east of Reno. re 
Both had been operating for * 
than a year and the raid on a 
places came as a surprise to ae 
wise boys here who figured 
were evidently immune. They 
not, however, belong to the § 
cate that controls the bulk of Re 
bootleg trade or other rackets. “a 
The raid may have been the - nen 
of a battle between rival fact a 
for control with the tip-off com 
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TIMES SQUARE 
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American Hospitality? 
Author Asks Washroom 
And Gets Hotel Suite 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
American trait that struck Leo- 





: pold Marchand, French playwright 
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here on his first visit, is the polite- 
ness and affability of everyone here. 
Marchand is at Paramount to write 
the French adaptation of Cheva- 
lier’s ‘One Hour With You.’ 

Met in Chicago by a roalroad offi- 
cial, Marchand was given a load of 
windy City hospitality that still has 
him gasping. R. R. man was mildly 
interested in anyone going to Holly- 
wood, but when he learned Mar- 
chand was writing for Chevalier, he 
ducked out, returning with his wife, 
daughter and niece, to whom he 
pointed out the Frenchman. 

‘Look,’ he said in awe, ‘he’s Chev- 
glier’s author.’ 

After that the town was Mar- 
chand’s. Expressing a desire to 
wash up, he was given a suite of 
rooms in one of the big hotels for 
his incidental ablutions. 

Playwright seems convinced that 
all Americans are agreeable, since 
everyone he contacted seemed to go 
out of the way to serve him. Says 
it's far from that way in Europe. 

Traveling with Marchand was 
Andre Hornez, lyric writer, who will 
do the words for the French ver- 
sions of the next two Chevalier 
films, using the same music as the 
English productions, but rhymes of 
a distinctly Gallic flavor. 


TICKET CHISELER GIVEN 
THREE YEARS IN PRISON 


Convicted for petty larceny as 
being one of several persons who 
recently have been running a ‘the- 
atre ticket’ racket along Broadway, 


Ralph Duncan, alias ‘Rabbit’ Ward, 
29, a soda clerk of Philadelphia, was 
sentenced to the penitentiary up to 
three years in Special Sessions. The 
complainant was a representative of 
the dramatic department of the 
‘Evening Sun.’ Also appearing 
against him was William B. Fried- 
lander, manager of “Nikki” playing 
at the Longacre theatre. 

According to Jacob Lichter, pro- 
bation officer who knows his Broad- 
way, theatrical managers have been 
pestered for some time by men who 
claim they represent newspapers 
and request free tickets. Obtaining 
them, the fake newspapermen would 
sell the courtesy seats for half 
price, 

On the afternoon of Oct. 6 Dun- 
can called at the Longacre, present- 
ing a printed card representing he 
was attached to the dramatic de- 
partment of the ‘Sun.’ He got two 
tickets worth $8.80 from Friedlan- 
der. A few days later the same man 
called on Oscar Doob, press rep- 
resentative for Loew's theatres, at 
the State theatre and asked Doob 
for a season pass for the show. Doob 
became suspicious and kept the 
man there until a cop arrived. 











a 


Meantime Doob learned no one by 
the nume of Duncan was employed. 
by the ‘Sun’ 

Duncan was also identified by 
Ruth Benedict of the Belasco thea- 
tra as having chiseled tickets from 
her in the same manner. When ar- 
rested Duncan was found to have a 


lip-stick, powder puff and two bot- 
tles of perfume. 





Cashiers at Mayflower 
Charged with Stealing 


John Durkin, 33, former cashier at 
st rfower hotel, residing at 3538 
Bennet Jackson Heights, and 
omen Havern, 28, former night 
tire rat the Mayflower, living at 
zs 41st street, Astoria, L. I., will 
pe trial shortly in General Ses- 
rp chraged with appropriating 

- 00 of the hotel’s money. 
aanre dice games and speak- 
Charts Sot the money, Detectives 
“a Kellerman and Vincent 
statie “sy of the West 68th street 
niece The pair were ar- 
Dlaint -s 04 cops on the com- 
ramtid onn H. Spaulding, credit 

The defendants have been em- 
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Old Rib Still New 





Irving Caesar is using the 
old rib in a new way, calling 
it the Heart to Heart, and tak- 
ing the boys over plenty with 
speil about how great they 
are. 

Eugene Howard latest vic- 
tim, 














FRISCO STICKUPS RUN 
SAFETY CRIME WAVE 


San Francisco, Oct. 26. 


San Francisco’s local racketeers 
have embarked upon a remarkable 
crime wave. They’re working on 
each other and there’s no beef be- 





cause a bootlegger can’t tell the 
cops his whisperlow has _ been 
robbed, 


Past three weeks has seen a se- 
ries of holdups on speaks all over 
the city. Sticking up speaks is 
covering a pretty big field in this, 
the wettest city between the At- 
lantic and the Pacific. It’s claimed 
50 speaks have been stuck up, the 
take running from half a century 
to several grand. One booze baron 
reported the robbery and the dicks 
swooped down on him to padlock 
the place. That was a lesson to the 
others, so police have had no re- 
ports on the many other depreda- 
tions. 

Speakeasies aren’t alone in the 
crime wave, Pool rooms galore have 
been stuck up, and no report going 
to the law. In one spot the stickups 
pantsed 20 customers and walked 
off with their all. 

One of the downtown ‘houses got 
it good when a couple of the boys 
planted themselves at the top of the 
stairs and took every customer that 
came in. None of the victims want- 
ed to tell the cops where he was 
when it all happened and the affair 
never got on the record . 


Cowboy Killed as Result 
Of Trouble with Cops 


A detail of extra cops in plain 
clothes have been stationed around 
Madison Square to keep in check the 
angry members of the Rodeo follow- 
ing the killing of Owen Crosby, cow- 
boy, shot and killed by Patrolman 
Quigley of the West 47th street sta- 
tion during altercation over a 15c 
cab bill. 

Quigley fired one shot through 
Crosby’s heart. The shooting oc- 
curred at 49th street and 8th avenue. 
Funeral services were held for Cros- 
by Saturday night following the 
show. Remains were sent home to 
his parents in Montana, 

Arthur Watson, usher at Madison 
Square Garden and living at the 
Forest Hotel, went to Quigley’s aid 
and was beaten almost unconscious 
by cowboys. Watson’s lip was part- 
ly chewed away by his assailants 
and several of his ribs are believed 
to be fractured from the kicking he 
received. 

A cowboy had an argument with a 
cab driver about a 16-cent fare. 
Quigley sought to settle the dispute. 
Crosby entered the argument and 
shortly he is alleged to have beaten 
Quigley over the head with a riding 
crop. 

Joe Rock, another cowboy from 
Ft. Worth pinioned Quigley’s arms 
behind him while Crosby beat him, 
asserted Quigley. 

Watson then came to 
aid. Quigley pulied his 
high, and warned Crosby 
When the latter refused 
Quigley said he fired. 

Crosby dropped. Rock sought to 
escape. Quigley covered Rock and 
arrested him. He was arraigned in 
West Side Court on the charge of 
felonious assault and held in heavy 
bail for the grand jury. 

Detectives Fred Russel and Jim 
Fitzpatrick of the West 47th street 
station conducted an investigation. 
They quote Rock: 

“T admit holding the patrolman’s 
arms, but I did not strike him. I 
had been drinking.” Rock had no 
attorney in court. 


Hollister’s Maine Colony 


Portland, Me., Oct. 26. 

Len D. and Leona Hollister, vaude- 
ville actors, have taken an option on 
125 acres of land on Raymond Cape, 
Sebago Lake, for a proposed thea- 
trical summer colony. 

The land is in South Casco, about 
four miles from the state road to 
Portland 34 mile# away. 
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PINCHED STAG PARTY 


Two Promoters and Seven Girls on 
Steamer 








As a result of a raid by the police 

on the steamship ‘Poughkeepsie’ in 

the North River at 79th street on 

October 18 while a stag party was 

in session, two promoters of the af- 

fair and seven girl performers were 

hela Friday (23) by Magistrate 

Jonah Goldstein in the Tombs Court 

for trial in Special Sessions. A | 
half-dozen Negro musicians were 
discharged. 

The stag, at which several hun- 
dred men were present at $3 a head, 
was conducted by the Friendly Boys’ 
Athletic Club, no address and which 
the police claim is entirely made up 
of Joseph Schwartz, 42, salesman of 
220 Mount Hope place, Bronx, and 
Harry Larkin, 35, of 109 West 49th 
street, an entertainer. These two 
men held for trial as the promoters. 

Girls arrested were Nicholina 
Ranjesaljevich, 21, dancer, 559 West 
149th street; Helen La Marr, 31, 257 
West 22d street, dancer; Jean Zell, 
19, 252 West $3d street, performer; 
Sally Smith, 22, 246 West 47th street, 
performer; Peggy Young, 27, Hotel 
Albert, model; Terry Perkins, 21, 
252 West 93d street, performer, and 
Betty Brady, 7, Hotel America, 
dancer. 

The police testified the promoters 
put on a pretty raw show, with the 
girls as main performers, 


60-YR. SENTENCE MADE 
FULL TERM CERTANITY 


Sentences of 60 years each in 
Sing Sing were given Friday (22) 
to the four men convicted in Gen- 
eral Sessions of kidnapping Charles 
M. Rosenthal, young Lawrence, L. I, 
broker. Judge Joseph E. Corrigan 
made certain Nickolas Rutigliano, 
alias Nick Green, part owner of the 
Hotel Vendig, West 47th street, 
would have to serve the entire term 
by making a stipulation on the sen- 
tence papers. The hotel man had 
refused to give up the $32,000 of the 
$50,000 ransom paid, that he told the 
police he had kept, 

Other defendants were Marcus 
Blumenthal, alias Jack Markham, 
Broadway hanger-on, who took 
credit for engineering the kidnap- 
ping, although Rutigliano was de- 
scribed by the police as the brains 
of the outfit; Albert Sileo and The- 
odore Adinolfi, both Newark speak- 
easy keepers. All but Rutigliano 
were accused of using guns in the 
kidnapping of Rosenthal. Each of 
these was given 55 years for their 
part in the crime and five years 
additional on the gun charge. The 
hotel man was given 60 years flat. 
All admitted being ex-convicts. 

Rosenthal was kidnapped by the 
men Aug. 11 and kept in a flat in 
West 144th street until Aug. 28, 
when $50,000 was left in a suitcase 
by the Rosenthal family’s lawyer 
at the Hotel Vendig, as prearranged 
by the criminals. Rutigliano, when 
arrested a few days later, admitted 
to the police he had held out the 
larger part of the money from the 
others. The money was in large 
bills. Rutigliano said he had given 
the money to a man to take to 
Montreal, to change the bills. He 
said he had promised the man $12,- 
000 for his trouble. He insists the 
gambler never returned the money 

When brought up for sentence 
Friday, Judge Corrigan insisted 
that he return the money to the 
Rosenthals. He insisted he did not 
have it. Judge Corrigan said he 
did not believe him and made a no- 
tation on the sentence paper that 
would prevent the hotel man from 
obtaining executive clemency. 

Arrested with the men was Betty 
Stewart Green, an octoroon, former 
Harlem night club entertainer, 
charged with getting Rosenthal 
into the hands of the kidnappers. 
She was tried at the same time as 
the others, but the jury acquitted 
her. Her story was that Blumen- 
thal had asked her to meet Rosen- 
thal at the Hotel Astor, as Rosen- 
thal owed him a large sum of 
money. The gir. did meet the 
broker, took him to the Bpicure 
Restaurant and then to a street up- 
town where the kidnappers met 
them, and transferred Rosenthal into 
thei} machine. He was then taken 
to the flat in West 144th street. The 
girl admitted Blumenthal had 
promised her money for doing him 
the ‘favor.’ 

Mrs. Josephine Ruttigliano, wife 
of the defendant, is the other owner 
of the Vendig and was in court dur- 
ing the entire trial, The hotel own- 
er when he arrived at Sing Sing de- 
clared that all the money he had 
was $38, which was taken from him 











when he entered the prison. 
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Radio's Synthetic ‘First Nights’ 








Crisp Comment 





Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Latest definition of marriage, 
by one who just plunged, is— 
A gag where the groom 
brings home the bacon—and 
the bride burns it. 











SUICIDE TRY FOR SPITE 
DURING PLAY’S PREMIER 


Paris, Oct. 16, 

Suicide was attempted by a play- 
wright during the reopening gala of 
the Porte Saint Martin, showing a 
stage version of a French political 
bubble titled ‘General Boulanger,’ 
authored by Maurice Rostand and 
Pierre Mortier. During the last in- 
termission the man, named Alexan- 
der Debray, a Greek, who 20 years 
ago had authored several plays in 
Paris, climbed to the balcony, and, 
after shouting curses at Pierre Mor- 
tier, shot himself in the stomach as 
the curtain was being raised. Man 
was rushed to hospital and will 
survive. 

Reason was his hate for Mortier, 
one of the authors of the show, who, 
getting tired of the Greek’s persist- 
ent demands, ended by throwing 
him off. The Greek’s mistress had 
warned Mortier that some scandal 
might be expected, resulting in the 
police watching the man, but they 
were unable to prevent him carry- 
ing out his plans. 


Becker, Cashier, Hitched 
Hiked to Give Self Up 


Emil C. Becker, former cashier 
for Luchow’s restaurant on 14th 
street, surrendered to the District 
Attorney Friday (23) because, as 
he explained, his conscience was 
bothering him. He admitted he had 
stolen $825 from the restaurant 
funds last April shortly before he 
disappeared, He was arrested. 

The white-haired man said he 
had served as cashier for 25 years 
in prominent German restaurants 
in this city and Chicago. He came 
to New York two years ago and 
obtained a job in the old land-mark 
eating place downtown. 

Last April he said, he had lost all 
the money he had on the horses. 
He decided to make one more bet 
He did it with $25 belonging to the 
restaurant, He lost and concluded 
to disappear. Before leaving he 
took $800 from the till. He went 
to Los Angeles but failed to land a 
job. Reading of the gambling boom 
in Reno he went there and lost the 
rest of the money. He worked for 
a time in one of the gambling places 
but finally was fired. 

Becrer had no money left and 
two weeks ago decided to give him- 
self up. Instead of going to the 
Reno police and telling his story, 
which would have resulted in a 
railroad trip back to New York at 
the expense of the State, Becker 
hitch-hiked his return trip. 


Newlyweds Broken Up 


Paris, Oct. 16. 

Baron Wilheim de Hodenburg, a 
German who had eloped with the 
daughter of a German painter, was 
sentenced to three months’ impris- 
onment with suspended sentence by 
the Paris court. 

Technical reason for the sentence 
is entering France with false pass- 
ports. Girl is still in a reformatory. 

Baron is a night club violinist, 
and his mother, the baroness, a 
singer. 




















Oakley’s Word Kept 


Galveston, Oct. 26. 

Mrs. Sam Maceo of Galveston, 
wife of the Hollywood and Grotto 
night club proprietor, was beques- 
ted $50,000 in the will of Mrs. & 1sie 
J. Harris of Alabama, This carries 
out the request of Oakley Harris, 
New Orleans gambler who was slain 
several years ago that his fiances, 
Jessie McBride of New Orleans, was 
to receive amount. 

Mrs. Maceo was formerly Miss 





McBride, 


They Put It on Plenty, but It’s Just a Studio 
with 4 


Walls 





Chicago, Oct. 26. 


Self-consciously, rather labori- 
ously, radio is trying to pursuade 
itself that a broadcasting studio is 
just like backstage at ai the- 
atre. A synthetic ‘opening night’ 
picturesqueness and glamour is de- 
liberately cultivated. Every time a 
new radio program starts, a gra- 
phic picture of throbbing nerves 
and careers trembling in the bal- 
ance is sent out by the press agent. 

As a matter of fact nothing is 
colder, more business-like, more 
utterly stripped of romance than 
the radio program performed in a 
sound-deadened chamber of decor- 
ative austerity. Compared to it a 
doctor’s waiting room is a speak- 
easy. 

Show business familiar with the- 
atrical first nights, with their hollow 
stomachs and parched lips, will 
recognize the descriptive eloquence 
more or less accurately rendered 
from network mimeographed poems, 
But it’s doubtful if show business 
would verify the authenticity when 
applied to a radio ‘first night.’ 
Everything is on the paper. Actors 
have merely to read what is before 
them. No waiting for laughs, no ex- 
its, entrances, no vamps till ready, 
all is cued to the split second. Each 
of the radio performers in regularly 
before the microphone 10 or 12 
times a week. 

Here is the pumped-up publicity 
dramatization so popular in radio 
circles: 

‘There’s a tension about the stu- 
dios....a premiere to-night....B. 
Flat Saxe, the conductor, with ba- 
ton in hand, smiling, then pursing 
his lips....Clipper and Pastor, the 
funny men, in a corner looking very 
glum....Grace Gorgeous showing a 
little bit of nervousness..sss.h.h, in 
15 seconds now! Hector Flit, the 
veteran announcer who doesn’t even 
get excited at an Army-Navy game, 
is wiping his brow, utter silence.... 
a pin from Miss Gorgeous’s gown 
falls like a steel girder....she is 
beautiful in a black velvet evening 
gown....12 seconds more! Then the 
universe! 8 seconds....E. Flat Saxe 
seems ill....6 seconds....they’re 
Off os-0% 

Grace Gorgeous straightens for a 
breath, then stoops slightly, hand 
on hip, the other arm resting on a 
music rack.... E. Flat Saxe starts 
to smile (only last week he had 
another first night when his new 
composition, ‘The Agony of Love’ 
was broadcast for the first time in 
Studio C, across the hall) That’s 
a good one from Clipper and Paster 
...-right out of ‘College Humor’...,. 
even the musicians laugh and slap 
each other’s knees (that’s really in 
the script for the benefit of the ad- 
vertiser looking down from the 
glassed-in gallery.) 

‘Miss Gorgeous getting ready for 
another song....takes another 
breath....that makes two....every- 
one feeling a little more comfort- 
able now—it’s nearly over....(800,- 
000 listeners share this relief) Hec- 
tor Flit has the chime in his hand 
ready for the fade-out....three 
page boys are holding doors open 
in the corridors so he can dash in- 
to Studio A and put Popsy-Wopsy 
and Little Ida on the air....there 
he runs....the first night is over 
----all 15 minutes of it....oh, the 
terrible tension of it all! E. Flat 
Saxe lays down his baton. He has 
lost four pounds....He reminds 
his musicians ‘Remember, boys, an< 
other program in 45 minutes’.... 
Everybody shakes hands with 
everybody else!..,.Grace Gorgeous 
has a date with the advertiser.’ 


ACTOR’S THEATRE ALIBI 
IN HOLDUP QUESTIONED 


Pasadena, Oct. 26. 

Don Holliday slipped out of re- 
hearsals of ‘Kenneth Drake’ for the 
Pasadena Community Playhouse 
workshop, tried to hold up a gas 
station, shooting the attendant in 
the attempt, and slipped back into 
the theatre with no one there wise, 
according to police, 

The wounded operator spotted 
two numerals on the stick-ups car, 
which had been rented, and Holli- 
day was nabbed when he returned 
it. The youth confessed, say cops. 
He is said to be the son of a Mon- 
treal magazine publisher. His pre- 
liminary hearing is Wednesday 
(28). 

Ed Gould replaces him in the 
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News Frou the Dailies 





San Francisco, Hollywood and 
for these news items; each has b 





This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as. pub- 
lished during the week in the dally geger of New York, Chicago, 
ondon. 


Variety takes no credit 
een rewritten from a daily paper. 








East 


Primo Carnera listed as a de- 
gerter from the French army be- 
cause he is too busy with his fight 
dates here to join for the usual 
French military service. Natural- 
ized citizen of France. 








Charles Chaplin expected back. 





Members of Local 306, Motion 
Picture Operator’s Union, met last 
Tuesday to talk over the formation 
of a new union in opposition to 
that headed by Sam Kaplan. Re- 
gent alleged fact that Kaplan per- 
mits non-union men to work on 
payment of 20% of their wage to 
the union while regular members 
lack jobs. Meeting was addressed 
by Norman Thomas, socialist lead- 
er, who urged the necessity for 
cleaner labor organizations. 





Business Show exhibits include a 
desk fitted with radio receiver. Set 
in a drawer and shuts off when the 
drawer is closed. 





Lois Moran in from Hollywood. 
Looking for a stage opening. If 
not, then Europe, 





Gangster pictures barred at Great 
Meadow prison. Warden thinks it 
makes the prisoners laugh too 
much, 





Marion Harris, radio singer, in 
a mess in Patchogue, L. I. She at- 
tended a party given there by Mrs. 
L. P. Cartier, which also included 
August D. Schoenfeld, Jr., justice 
of the peace. When the party 
broke up the J. P. lugged Miss Har- 
ris, Reginald Jay, of Great Neck, 
and Jay’s chauffeur to the police 
station and ordered the trio locked 
up, exhibiting a badly battered nose 
as the reason why. The desk 
sergeant refused to comply with 
the request, but a policeman, called 
in from the street, put them up 
for the night. A couple of hours 
later Schoenfeld ordered their re- 
lease, explaining it was merely a 
practical joke. 

The Village Board is setting a 
day when the justice can explain 
to them his sense of humor. 

Miss Harris denied the story say- 
ing she had been taken to the sta- 
tion for speeding and called the 
J. P. to come down and get her 
out. 





Seeking a redetermination of its 
1928 income tax assessment, Fox 
Films explained that it had sus- 
tained heavy losses on two-a-day 
showings. ‘What Price Glory’ was 
red $96,919, ‘Seventh Heaven’ was 
$54,214 to the bad, ‘Sunrise’ lost 
$82,115, and ‘Four Sons’ took it for 
$82,401. The corporation paid $372,- 
837 for 1928 and the Internal Rev- 
enue holds that it should have 
contributed $527,401. 


Dorothy Mackaye already set for 
next summer. Holds a contract for 
Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass. 








Georgie Price due in Dec. in a 
comedy drama of which he is part 
author. 





Mrs. Jacques Martin has with- 
drawn from ‘The Widow in Green, 
now being readied for B’way. 


Last year Robert V. Newman 
complained to the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission that the Postal 
Telegraph refused to handle tickets 
for ‘Bad Girl,’ his attraction, and 
asked $10,000 damages. Decision 
last week found that since New- 
man was not a member of the 
League of Theatres, the refusal to 
include his attraction in the ticket 
sale did not constitute discrimina- 
tion. 








Some weeks ago Harry Braun, 
eoncert violinist, had his valuable 
Guarnerius crushed by a truck. Now 
has offers of the loan of four Strads 
from as many different art lovers. 


Morris Green working on ‘Cafe 
Royale,’ musical, with 42 scenes, For 
early 1932, 








former picture 
star, in court for a divorce from 
Chas. E. Hanson, now a wealthy 
broker, but only a $25 a week clerk 
when she married him 20 years ago. 
Asserts she lived with him only a 
week, 


Betty Randolph gets the decision 
in the breach of promise suit 
brought by Rev. Barthelomew 
Chudacek. She told the court that 
he had threatened to throw her out 
of the window if she refused ta 
marry him, The reverend asked 
for $50,000. 


Lionel Kay, third husband of 
Betty Wheeler, talking divorce fol- 
lowing a row in their auto last week 
when she ran the car up on the 








sidewalk and walked away and left 
him. They were to have opened a 
new act in Brooklyn last Saturday. 


Miss Wheeler was first married to 
Bert Wheeler, and later Clarence 
Stroud, 





Edith Evans arrived in town last 
Tuesday to take part in ‘The Lady 
With the Lamp.’ 


Mrs. Violet Lown, wife of Bert 
Lown, orch. leader, charges that he 
bored a hole in the wall of her 
apartment and also installed a dicta- 
phone behind the piano in an effort 
to procure evidence to offset her 
raid about a year ago when she 
made a surprise visit to his rooms. 
About a month ago he sought to 
make a counter raid but was 
checked by cops called by Mrs. 
Lown. 








Louise Brooks, daughter of Mrs. 
Lionel Atwill, hurt when her car 
was struck by another near Trenton 
last week. No bones broken, but 
will remain in the hospital for a 
time, 





Arrest of Duncan Renaldo, film 
player, on a charge of deserting his 
wife, was asked by wire to the Dis- 
trict Attorney of Los Angeles coun- 
ty by Queens D. A. on complaint of 
Mrs. Renaldo. 





Jewish Theatrical Guild will hold 
its first meeting of the season this 
(Tuesday) evening at the Morosco. 
Max D. Steuer will make the prin- 
cipal address. 





Deputy Comm. of Correction, Jos. 
F. Fishman, of N. Y., told the 
American Prison Ass’n. in Balto- 
more, last week, that he finds noth- 
ing objectionable in the gangster 
films which ‘supply a_ vicarious 
thrill which satisfies the spirit of 
adventure in most of us.’ 





George Bascom abandons his the- 
atre ticket agency to McBrides, 
which came to his financial relief. 
Disagreement over abandonment of 
the office in the Astor hotel because 
of heavy rental. 





Anne Ringers, Amertcan circus 
girl who broke her spine in Vienna 
some months ago, will arrive here 
this week to go to her mother’s 
home in Miami. 





Maria Mueller, of Met. Op., be- 
wailing the loss of seven trunks 
containing stage and personal cos- 
tumes, which disappeared en route 
from Los Angeles. 





Estate of the late Chester De- 
Vonde entered for tax appraisal 
at $2,215. He was part author of 
‘Kongo’ with Kilbourne Gordon. 
Estate was left to Edna Smith, 
++ aaa known as Edna Ben- 
ne 





Leonard Bergman to replace Glen 
Hunter in ‘Peter Flies High’ when it 
resumes its tour. 





Robt. Douglas, English player, ar- 
rived from abroad last week and 
left at once for Cleveland, where he 
joins ‘Brief Moment.’ Pending his 
arrival, Guthrie McClintic had been 
playing the part. 





Aimee McPherson Hutton denies 
that she went into the red in Bos- 
ton. Claims a black balance of 
$23,000. Unemployed got $980.90. 





‘Good Companions’ selling by 
sample. Three scenes from the play 
were given at the Wannamaker 
auditorium Friday, with Henry Hal- 
a explaining the intervening ac- 

on. 





Mortimer Fishel, counsel for 
Marc Klaw, obtained an order in 
the Surrogate’s court, returnable 
next Friday, requiring Saul J. 
Baron, temporary administrator of 
the estate of the late A. L. Er- 
langer to show cause why Fishel 
should not be permitted to bring 
action compelling a resumption of 
the liquidation of the former K. & 
E. partnership, interrupted by the 
death of Erlanger last year. 





Federal court here dismisses the 
charges of plagarism brought by 
Katherine Burke Sherman against 
R. C. Sheriff, alleging that he de- 
rived ‘Journey’s End’ from her un- 
produced ‘Flags and Flowers.’ 
Judge failed to find any resem- 
blance between the two scripts. 





Helen Morgan planning to quit 
the top of a piano and try some 
real acting in ‘Gallery Gods,’ with 
Joseph Schildkraut. 





On his plea of guilty to a disor- 
derly conduct charge, Wiibur Fiske, 
who said he was the son of Pliny 
Fiske, Wall street investment 
banker, was paroled for sentence 
Thursday in a magistrate’s court. 
He was accused of interrupting the 
performance at the Alvin theatre 





by tearing out wires leading to the 
sound amplifier. Fiske explained 
that he had developed the amplifier 
and as he had not been paid for it 
he was about to remove it. 


George White will take an appeal 
from the decision of the Supreme 
Court, which denies him the right 
to prohibit broadcasts of ‘Scandals 
music. Asserts that his contract 
with Brown and Henderson calls 
for mutual consent and that they 
have not the independent right to 
zrant broadcasting privileges. 
Broadcasters declare that the con- 
tract assigns public performing 
rights to them in the usual man- 
ner. 








Times Square eateries being 
shaken down by racketeers repre- 
senting themselves as from the 
Dept. of Health. Commissioner 
Wynne warning the food empor- 
iums not to fall. One faker caught 
and given one to three years. 





Constance Binney, who retired 
from the stage about five years ago, 
planning a comeback after Xmas 
holidays, Will do ‘Peter Pan’, pro- 
ceeds to charity. 





Pauline Parker, former showgirl 
and once wife of Jean Assolant, 
transatlantic flyer, loses suit for 
$50,000 damages brought against 
Edward Shafer, Jr. in Mineola. 
Auto crash in which she claims loss 
of one eyebrow, fractured ribs and 
concussion, 





Peter Donahue, gangster, being 
hunted by police for alleged shoot- 
ing and wounding of Alice Dir- 
inger, professionally known as 
Alice Granville, in a speakeasy. 
About 5 a. m. the woman decided 
to go home to her husband and 
Donahue shot her twice in the left 
arm, 


Charles Mack (Moran and Mack) 
suing his wife, Marion, for divorce 
in Mineola Supreme Court. Chief 
witness his chauffeur, who told of 
a surprise visit with Mack to his 
home at Newhall, Cal., where they 
found Mrs. Mack with another man, 
he says. The Macks have been mar- 
ried about a year. 








Rev. Thos. Tiplady, British min- 
ister, warns Methodist interna- 
tional conference at Atlanta that 
too much censorship of stage and 
screen will defeat own purpose. 





Walter Damrosch will inaugurate 
Nov. 8 a series of 25 one hour 
broadcasts of classical orchestral 
programs over WJZ network. 





Anthony J. Drexel Biddle, Jr., in 
contempt for refusing to answer 
questions of referee in an action 
in the U. S. courts arising out of 
the defunct Sonora Co. Alleged that 
Sonora had a contract to purchase 
200,000 shares of the Deforest Ra- 
dio Co. at 50 cents a share, but that 
the insiders bought the certificates 
for their own account instead of 
for the company, making a profit 
of $1,500,000 which properly be- 
longed to Sonora. Irving Trust Co., 
trustees in bankruptcy of the pho- 
nograph concern, is suing to re- 
claim these diverted profits. 

Ignace Nowicki and Jacob Don- 
ath appointed asst. conductors of 
the Roxy theatre orchestra. 








Edison’s death brings out the fact 
that letters patent for an incom- 
plete radio idea were issued to him 
in 1891, in advance of the Marconi 
announcement. 





Francis Arthur Jones has ac- 
quired rights to If I Were You’ 
for Australia, New Zealand and 
South Africa. 





Radio makers fight sales tax. De- 
clare only three makers will show 
a profit this year. 





Met opera to open Nov. 2. 





This time Adele Astaire admits 
she is going to marry and its Lord 
Cavendish. Match has been ru- 
mored several times, but always 
denied. She will retire from the 
stage. 





Roy C. Shuster, who shot and 
killed his wife, Amy, last May, was 
found guilty of second degree mur- 
der in General Sessions last week. 
Sentence will be imposed Oct. 30. 
Verdict implies imprisonment of 
not less than 20 years. 





Equity has suspended Lew Hen- 
derson, tent show prop, and also 
Mary A. Crago, Leo M. Reethe, 
Helen E. Reethe, Louis Jule, Floyd 
Countryman, Mildred Axtell, Roy 
Hanley and E. H. Stauffer, actors, 
for playing with non-Equity mem- 
bers, after being warned. Accord- 
ing to Equity, Henderson dismissed 
two players without the usual two 
weeks’ notice and while admitting 
the indebtedness, refuses te pay up. 


Hope Williams will be seen in 
‘The Passing Present,’ originally 
titled ‘Highlights,’ Arthur Hopkins 
will produce, 





a ee 
Olive Olsen, of the former team of 
Oliver and Olsen, is being sued by 
Marcy Leondar, her brother-in-law, 
for $1,000 advanced by Meyer Wein- 





berg and Samuel Cherenson, both of 





—- 


Boston, also brothers-in-law of the 
actress. Leondar recites that all of 
the in-laws contributed to the fund 
to lift her out of burlesque into mu- 
sical comedy, but that with her suc- 
cess she forgot family ties and obli- 
gations. She demanded a jury trial 
and the case will presently be heard. 


Frances Brown, 29, actress, 
leaped to her death from a sixth 
story window of a hotel while visit- 
ing her sister, She fell five stories 
to the roof of an extension. No 
cause is assigned. 





Edgar B. Davis, who spent half a 
million. trying to make N. Y. like 
‘The Ladder,’ is reported to be con- 
sidering another production, 





Reporters trying to connect visit 
of a lunatic to NBC studios last 
month with mysterious letter writer 
‘3X,’ who is supposed to have com- 
mitted several murders, about which 
he wrote to a couple of the papers, 
using that signature. When ‘3X’ re- 
cently wrote that he would kill three 
in a broadcasting studio, it was re- 
called that a demented man broke 
in on a broadcast declaring that it 
must stop as it was ruining him, 





Julian Wylie has sold the German 
rights to ‘Good Companions’ to Max 
Reinhardt, who will stage it abroad 
with 200 players. Local cast num- 


bers 125. 
Coast 


Appointment of new executor for 
the estate of the late Mrs. Rose Mc- 
Carthy, actress, is being considered. 
Follows removal of her husband, 
Michael J. McCarthy, opera singer, 
as a result of his dissipating the 
$7,000 estate without paying debts. 
He is at liberty under $2,000 bail 
pending hearing to explain why he 
was not present at a former hearing. 











Mrs. Helen Starr Brock had a 
superior court order compelling her 
husband, Louis Brock, RKO pro- 
ducer, to pay her $500 a month for 
support of their child. A day later 
Brock’s counsel appeared, saying 
that a mistake had been made in 
the date of the trial, accounting for 
Brock’s absence. Order was set 
aside for a second hearing. 





Accused of threatening the life of 
his former wife, Mrs. Edith An- 
drews, De] Andrews, film director, 
last week pleaded not guilty in L. A. 
municipal court and was released 
without bail pending jury trial Nov. 
10. 





Mrs. Gertrude Van. Loan last week 
had a bench warrant issued for her 
husband, H. H. Van Loan, writer, 
charging that he has again failed to 
keep up his $175 monthly alimony 
payments. Mrs. Van Loan says she 
is penniless and about to be evicted 
from her home with her 14-year-old 
daughter, 





F2shion Feature Studios, Inc., last 
week filed an amended complaint in 
the L. A. United States District 
Court in its suit for damages of $1,- 
Corp. Suit is based on an asserted 
breach of contract, averring that 
Publix refused to display the plain- 
tiff’s shorts as per agreement, 





Charles Gore, son of Michael 
Gore, theatre man, was set at liberty 
last week in L. A. after serving 15 
months of his 18 months’ jail sen- 
tence on a bank robbery conviction. 





After examination by a physician 
it was disclosed that Fred Girnau, 
convicted publisher, is not suffering 
from a lung infection. Girnau re- 
quested probation from prison. He 
is serving an eight-year term for 
sere obscene mater through the 
mails, 





John Lancaster, agent, is suing 
Lois Wilson for a balance of $605 
commission on $23,928 alleged earned 
by her at Universal since Jan. 19. 





Vincent Treanor, Jr. Fox film 
cutter, was painfully burned when a 
can of film exploded. Treanor, to 
guard against injury to his fellow 
workers, ran from the building with 
the flaming film. 


J. Paul Jones, actor, arrested by 
Hollywood police last week for al- 
leged intoxication. Placed in a Hol- 
lywood jail, he again got in a fight 
and was shoved into solitary con- 
finement, 





The Marquis de la Falaise is being 
sued in L. A. by Frank Graf for $4,- 
750 damages. Result of an auto 
accident. 





Jocelyn Lee will go to retrial on 
charges of disturbing the peace of 
Ivan St. Johns, writer, next month. 





Mildred Harris was awarded her 
final divorce decree from Everett 
Terrance MacGovern last week in 
L. A. on grounds of desertion, 





Because King Vidor is physically 
unable to ride in an elevator, per 
doctor’s orders, Superior Court of 
L. A. was moved to the ground floor, 
where his suit against the Mil- 
waukee Building Co. was started. 
It is asserted that in 1920 the de- 
fendant ya | advanced money 
te Vidor at an eged usurious rate 


a! 


for construction of a film sty 
Hollywood. Damages of yn. 
oo te ag $48,912 arg 
Although arrested in I. 4,. 
telegraphed warrant from 
York, charging abandonment, p ved 
can Renaldo, actor, was soon —” 
leased when it was disclosed tha 
the d. a.’s office would not lenea 2 
complaint against the actor beea s 
his wife, who ordered the Waren 
sent from New York, faces an i 
sanity charge in Los Angeles county, 





Thea Lightner, agent, la 
filed suit against William Ane 
McGuire, playwright, charging that 
he failed to pay Winifreq Reeve 
scenarist, $400 for ‘ghost’ writing g 
novel from his play ‘Bad Penny’: 
Pe _ mage a scenario, ‘Disilly. 
sioned,’ for which he wa y 
credit. : oe 





Mrs. E. Lewis, mother of Ben 
Lewis, Metro studio official, critica]. 
ly hurt last week in Hollywood 
when struck by an auto. She has a 
ao skull. Driver was. not 
held. 





Gertrude Astor is suing Vivian 
Duncan for $1,170 rent and asserteq 
damages done to her Hollywood 
home rented to Miss Duncan, Now 
on trial. 





Mary Nolan last week appeared 
in court to explain why she had 
failed to pay two judgments totaling 
$1,385. She was given a continu. 
ance until Nov. 20 when it was ex. 
plained that the judgments were 
included in her New York bank- 
ruptcy petition. 





Blancita Colbeti, dancer, paid a 
$25 fine for vagrancy in L. A. last 
week and Ruby L. Taylor, piano 
player, was given a $25 suspended 
fine on the same charge. Carmen 
Torres, another dancer, will be 
sentenced later. The three were ar- 
rested in a Boyle Heights theatre 
raid last month. 





Sale of the Hollywood Roosevelt 
hotel property to satisfy bondhold- 
ers, scheduled to take place Oct. 22 
at auction, postponed until Nov. '5. 





Eugene Allen, film writer, last 
week paid a $25 fine in L. A. for in- 
terfering with an officer. He was 
arrested with Roscoe Arbuckle, who 
paid $25 for breaking a bottle on 
the sidewalk. 





Diane LaMarr, actress, suffered 
possible internal injuries last week 
when her car collided with another 
machine. 





Larry Ceballos is being sued in 
L. A. by Jesse Weil, producer, for 
$81,720 damages charging breach of 
contract, 





President Ortiz Rubio, of Mexico, 
last week suspended indefinitely 
Mexico’s new tariffs on imported 
picture films and recording discs. 





In an account presented in L, A. 
probate court last week it was 
shown that the expenditures of Lita 
Grey Chaplin in behalf of the two 
Chaplin children for the past year 
were $7,185. Charles Chaplin, the 
children’s father, from whom Miss 
Grey is divorced, provides $6,000 
annually for each of the boys. 


Mid-West 


Police are investigating the 
drowning of Wilma Wiggington, 32, 
former Louisville newspaper woman, 








whose body was found in the Pa- 
tuxent river near Milestone, Md. 
Coroner’s jury returned an. open 


verdict of drowning but a suicide 
theory is being checked. 





Roland Hayes, returned from Eu- 
rope, started his eight concert tour 
in this country at Omaha, last 
week, 





Serafina Di Leo, youngest ert 
singer, will make her debut wit 
the Chicago Civic Opera this winter. 





Mary McCormic, now Princess 
Mdivani, is back in Chicago for her 
opera career, The Prince is alons- 





Carola Goya, Spanish spinner, 
was seen in Chi for the first time. 
Dancer recently came over from 
London. 


Theatre Guild will install a new 
service to subscribers in Chicago 
when .opening at the Blackston® 
Nov. 23 with ‘Tomorrow and T0 
morrow.’ Subscribers will be A 
formed exact location of 
ahead of time. 





Inland Daily Press Ass’n met in 
Chicago for regular annual session 
Frank Knox, publisher of the Daily 
News,’ principal speaker. 





While union operators were pick- 
eting the Oak Park theatre, Kansts 
City, a sulphur bomb exploded & 
the house, causing very little da a 
age. Picketers were attacked by oF 
angry mob and had to be rescued 
police, 





Beatrice Belkin, singer, 2n4 Joe 





(Continued on Page 5°) 
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Paris 


Mrs. Frank Harris here. 

Pearl White ill with grippe. 

Roxy feeding the press all ways. 
victor Chenkine back to New 





k. 
¥ valentine Tessier coming back to 


k. 
W Best spell of weather’ in two 


ears. 
? The Jungle is now the Sailor’s 


Boite. 


Arlette Marchal lunching in Ver- 

illes. 
it's all German at the Rallye de 
yOpera. ; 

Varese doing some_ intensive 
dancing. : 

Ganna Walska celebrating her 
divorce. ; : ; 

The American aid society has 


gone bust. . 

Syd and Mrs. Chaplin at a Clar- 
jdge supper. 

Good phonographs now for 300 


. franch ($12). 


Competition for left bank night 
clubs terrific. 

Oscar Dufrenne least excitable of 
all producers. 

Mona Lee and Tommy Ladd still 
parnstorming. 

What kind of roles is Alice Terry 
going to play? 

Mary Garden is coming back to 
do new opera. 

Ed. Lowe and Lil Tashman win- 
dow shopping. 

Leopold Marchand and wife off 
to Hollywood. 

Cole Porter is expected back in 
another month. 

Allen Updegraff at a table at the 
Dome at 4 a.m. 

Gaby Morley being held. over on 
her first subway tour, 

Rumors of Chaliapin’s film ac- 
tivities starting again. 

Hollywood exports making Lee 
Planskoy a nightlifer. 

Georges Dolley and Leonce Perret 
in Nice for Paramount, 

Elik Ludwig treating the local 
eurrencies with asnirin. 

Jimmy Bryson we?ring his hat in 
a semi-Napoleonic way. 

Some Paris publishers unsuccess- 
ful in making ends meet, 

Prices at the Berry heavily tilted 
on Saturdays and Sundays. 

Head of American library is now 
head of American hospital. 

Maurice de Beraudy not to play 
at the Michodiere after all, 

The director of the new Miami is 
the mayor of a small town, 

Francois, Florence’s boss, making 
a success of the Grand Vatel. 

Monocles worn by the ritziest 
waiters in some vodka places. 

Pauline Garron to serve time in 
the Paramount Joinville studios, 

Mistinguette nowhere without her 
sweet blonde secretary, Marcelle. 

Bert Friedlob educating Peggy 
Joyce in stock exchange matters. 

Maurice Livingstone retired from 
P. D. C., but cashing checks daily, 

Big reception for the Comedie 
Francaise troupe in Scandinavia. 

Rene Veller working at night at 
_ studio and sleeping during the 


¥. 

Irving Marks at the Apollo try- 
ing to negotiate show for the Shu- 
berts. 

Newspaper men. promising the 
Lido girls to make them picture 
eters. 

Dinah spending more money on 
ads than any other night club in 
years. 

Anny Ondra_ studying French 
and making versions of ‘Die Fleder- 
maus.’ 

Casino de Paris rehearsals ap- 
parently putting weight on Earl 
Leslie. 

Alice Cocea, ex-Countess de la 
Rochefoucauld, robbed of a $2,000 
brooch. 

Fanny Cotton mad at the Bateau 
Ivre so quit them for the newer 
Miami. 

Bernard Grasset kissing Saidee 
Jackson’s hand in a left bank res- 
taurant. 

Marie Doro doing a lot of read- 
ing during her rest cure on the 
Riviera. 

The Lion Abbey band to Vienna’s 
Weinburg Bar for six weeks with 
options, ° 

Jacques Deval has made light 
adaptation of ‘The Man in Pos- 
sesion.’ 

George Canty back from London 
and optimistic about British pro- 
duction. 

The Russians and the Dutch the 
only ones who give real vodka par- 
ties now. 

‘ Film trade now making the Carl- 
on restaurant the meeting place 
for lunch. 

Success of ‘Marius’ inducing 

aramount execs to consider film- 

& “Topaze.’ 

1 The Alhambra taking ads in Eng- 

Sh Sunday papers to attract Lon- 
don visitors, 
oe atino de Paris auditorium out 
; bounds to actors in costume 

uring rehearsals, 

Andre Maurois 
€rio railroaded to 
Maurois knowing it. 

Pauline Garon signalling to her 

aramount friends from _ Irvin 

arks’ Rolls Royce. 

neo sehion houses wailing over bust- 
— and cutting out all advertis- 
DE and publicity, 

gj cltrea Savoir curious about no- 
«5, Of ‘He’ as played by Theatre 
‘ila in New York. 

u Phe newspaper crowd 

46 Studio Diamant to 


writing a scen- 
Natan without 


down to 
see 





‘The | 


a 








Finger Points,’ 
film. 


Old American colony members 
shaking their heads over ‘Washing- 
ton Merry Go Round.’ 

Motion pictures specially 


that Jake Lingle 


edited 


for the Bouffemont, ritziest s¢ hool | 


for ritzy young ladies. 
Captain Danneéenhauer of 
tllus and party dining at 
Chaumiere Normandie. 
Georges Lewys made 
quick fadeout from 
everyone is wondering. 


the 


such a 
Paris that 


CHATTER 


South Africa 


By Harry Hanson 
Seeewecirene 
Amusement business not too good. 
Cloud of depression still on. Soup 


| kitchens for the needy. 


Nau- | 


Peggy Joyce says ‘I got my pearls | 


and emeralds but you don’t think 
I bought them, do you?’ 

Plenty of Danish honors econ- 
ferred on members of the Comedie 
Francaise on tour. there. 

After fiye nights. of the Howard- 


Green players in ‘After All,’ they 
all scrammed to London. 

Herbert Carrick, had an offer 
from British International for a 


film job, so he dropped Paris. 

Tristan Bernard. conspicuous in 
front row of. all opening nights 
with his big square cut beard. 

If ‘Jarnegan’ goes into the 
Athenee it will be retitled ‘Hoelly- 
wood,’ says Charles K. Gordon. 

Carol Sax’s. first Broadway 
being watched with interest 
those who helped him in Paris. 

Paris advised by a reader of “The 
Cleveland Parade’ that ‘Variety’ is 
read by Caucasus picture exhibs. 

Mme. Toumanoff ex Casanova 
and Shererzade, now warbling in 
the latest vodka joint, Le Caliphe. 

If Harry Pilcer’s buttonholes are 
to increase one’ point, sunflowers 
only will be large enough to use. 

Marjam and Cissie Windrow to 
school for the first time, and their 
father filming in the Sahara desert. 

Blanche Fremont personally okay, 
but her whoopée friends got her 
put out of the Rovarro apartments. 

The John Welds, officially sepa- 
rated, but nevertheless living to- 
gether, and seen together in Mont- 
parnasse. 

Florence’s and El Garon the only 
two successful large Montmartre 
places after the seasonal closing 
of Zelli’s. 

The John Welds giving a party 
for evérybody on departure ‘of 
George Gercke for publicity job in 
New York. 

American records here cost 26 
francs ($1.04) apiece as against 20 
francs demand for same disc made 
in England. 

Jules Bledsoe has a studio here, 

Ramon. Guthrie back to Dart- 
mouth and Sinclair Lewis for an- 
other year. 

Jay Allan, Elliot Paul and Ernest 
Hemingway staged a few parties 
in Madrid which are still being 
talked about. 

Press boys dividing their atten- 
tion between Roxy’s speech and the 
neat ankles of Mary Knight, United 
Press sobbie, |. . 

Another Passy boite—opened by 
the Honore Palmer crowd — the 
Rocky twin crowd — the Grand 
Ecart bar crowd, 

Gladys and Will Ahearn not hav- 
ing benefit of their spiel in English 
here at the Empire, trying to stop 
up holes in their act. 

Put to music, ‘General Boulanger,’ 
Maurice Rostand’s new versified 
play would be just a slim replica 
of ‘The Band Wagon.’ 

Two two sons of Foucret, former 
owner of the Moulin Rouge, have 
quit the show business and run a 
chain of haberdasheries. 

Edouard Bourdet in town two 
days from - Toulen, sending out 
three hundred copies of printed 
version of ‘Le Sexe Faible.’ 

Charley Gordon and Lois le Gou- 
riadec doing English version of 
‘Papavert’ and French versions of 
‘Jarnegan’ and ‘On the Spot.’ 

Earl Leslie has. everything but 
the kitchen stove—as far as revues 
past and present go—in his new 
show at the Casino de Paris. 

Pierre Lazareff one of the hard- 
est working newspaper men in 
town; doubling for half a dozen 
papers and doing publicity on side. 

Maurice Rostand only person in- 
terested in widow of Debray, who 
died after attempting suicide the 
opening of Porte Saint-Martin the- 
atre. 

If you can buy a swell bottle of 
champagne for 45 francs at a wine 
shop, why pay 350 francs for the 
same at one of the Russian hold- 
up joints. 

First of the new hats with hair 
showing between half of the crown, 
and ribbon replacing the missing 
brim was worn by Mrs, Harry 
Lachman, 

Jose Fujiwara, Japanese tenor, 
was the first Japanese actor to sing 
at the Opera Comique. Very suc- 
cessful as Rodolphe in ‘La Vie de 
Boheme,’ which he sang in French. 

At the same time in Montpar- 
nasse’s latest nite club, ‘Croix du 
Sud,’ Danielle Bregis biting into a 
big pear, Odette Pannetier, Maria 
Corda of ‘Helen of Troy,’ Odette 
Galazic of ‘Le Million,’ Jack For- 
rester with Edmonde Guy and an- 
other one of the boy’s sisters escort- 
ed by Tommy Ladd, Arlette Mar- 


try 
by 


chal, Lee Planskoy, and Belgazon, 
who is Mile. d’Estournel de Con-| 
stant, 





Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s house in 
Port Elizabeth opens Oct. 5, seating 
700, 

Phyllis Morgan, of the. Lawrence 
Tiller Girls troupe in Johannesburg, 
married Billy Caradas, non-pro, 
Sept. 9. 

Miss Physical Culture, American 


act, putting over clever show at 
Empire, Johannesburg. Something 


new and novel for this country. 


Will of late Stephen Black, of 
‘The Sjambok,’ Johannesburg, 
proves deceased left $12,500. Widow, 
mother, step-daughter and daughter 
benefit. 


Guiseppe Paganelli, professor of 
singing, secured divorce against his 
wife, Ida’ Paganelli, of Como, Italy, 
for failing to obey court order for 
restitution of conjugal rights. Wife 
refuses to come over here to him. 

Transvaal carries no amusement 
tax and they don’t want it. Pro- 
posed tax will be one penny on six- 
pence. Previous attempts to intro- 
duce tax met with failure. Remains 
to be seen if new try-on will be 
successful, 





Mexico City 


By Doug Grahame 





Mexico City, Oct. 20. 

Lecal police band, back from a 
tour of the U. S. A., has received 
an offer from a Paris booker for 
engagements in Europe, 

Ida Rubinstein, the dancer, paid 
Mexico City a flying visit the other 
day, and although she insisted that 
she no like publicity, the local pub- 
lic prints gave her more space than 
they have accorded a visiting celeb 
for many months. 

Foreign newspaper  correspon- 
dents here claim credit for discov- 
ering Russell T. Sherwood, Jimmie 
Walker’s biz agent ,who walked out 
on Seabury commish some time ago. 
Sherwood was located by foreign 
newspaper reporters in one of the 
local hotels, 

Bull fight season has started. 
Managers crying because public is 
not so eager to buy season tickets 
as of yore, Blame depresh, but 
growing distaste among better class 
Mexicans for ‘world’s most moronic 
sport’ seems to have much to’ do 
with slump in demand. 


Another Aguacaliente resort is in 
the offing for Mexico. James M. 
Crofton, chief concessionaire of the 
Lower California pleasure establish- 
ments, has arranged for construc- 
tion of a hotel and casino at Topo 
Chico, on the lLaredo-Monterrey 
highway on this side of the line. 
Expects work to start within 30 
days.. Site consists of 100 acres. 
Big play will be made for monied 
American tourists, 

Another native picture enterprise 
has gotten into action. Organiza- 
tion known as Anahuac Cinema- 
tograph Co, which has a capital of 
25,000 pesos (about $8,000) all sub- 
scribed by Mexicans, was estab- 
lished at the suggestion of Presi- 
dent Pascual Ortiz Rubio. Company 
says it is 100% Mexican. It is 
working on two shorts of Mexico’s 
scenic wonders. Distribution, ac- 
cording to management, will be en- 
tirely domestic for the time being. 

Latest scandal in sporting circles 
is accusation made by eight Spanish 
girl pro handball players that their 
manager, Jesus Goini, Spaniard, 
held them prisoners in a house 
here, starved them if they were too 
fat and fed them plenty if too slim. 
One. girl charges that Goiri beat 
her when she protested. Conces- 
sionaire of the handball court, one 
of the town’s greatest gambling 
centers, said in statements to the 
press that Goiri was the only one 
to blame for girls’ accusations, that 
court had honorable reputation, etc. 


Case has been handed to the federal 


attorney general. 








Havana 


By Rene Canizares 





Lya de FPutti here with 
panion. 

Bee parading her white puppy 
around. 

Johnny McKnight 
local bureau. 

Castro Bros, 
tional hotel. 

Plenty bands bidding for Hotel 
Almendares. 


com- 


in charge of 


orchestra for Na- 


The visiting firemen, 860, were 
here for convention. 
Heywood Broun and ‘Shoot the 


Works’ people dropped in. 

Dean Sanborn, ed. of Havana 
‘Post,’ seriously ill, recovering. 

H. E. Knowblaugh of AP Havana 
office transferred to New York. 

Reported Don Azpiazu will dou- 


ae ee 


ble in the Casino and Jockey club. 

Nat Liebeskind broke front page 
publicity with his benefit for Ruth 
Kimsey. American girl pardoned 
by president. She killed her hus- 
band. 

Epidemic of Bros. bands, Cur- 
belo Bros., Castro Bros., LeBatard 
Bros., Brito Bros., Bruguera Bros., 
Martinez Bros. and some more, No 
sister bands yet. 


Linotypers went on strike and 


papers didn’t appear for a week. 
They lost out. Now publishing 
afternoon rag. Regular papers 


coming out with strike breakers, 


: London 


Estelle Bredy on the air. 

Ernie Edelsten left $85,000. 

Elissa Landi around with ma. 

Benita Hume for 3 years with 
Radio. 

Buchanan 
games. 

Roy Simmonds went to Leeds as 
a penance, 








Taylor at all the ball 


Will Fyffe plays panto at Bel- 
fast Xmas, 
Somerset Maugham attending 


first nights. 

Weston Drury gets breaks on ra- 
dio subjects. 

Dudley Leslie writing Broadway 
reminiscences. 

Passport fees are to be doubled 
to the natives. 

Gertrude Lawrence moved into a 
new apartment. 

Mrs. Hannen Swaffer recovering 
at a coastal spot. 


Harry Foster to America when he 
can find the time. 


Harrods, the big stores, have just 
bought up another. 


Saps now trip down to Thameside 
for the bright nites. 


Tom Walls still training winners 
but not acting on ’em, 

Cedric Belfrage driven back from 
vacation by the pound. 


George Atkinson taken a week- 
end spot near Dorking. 

Dirt-track riding still draws more 
crowds than the dogs. 

R. H. Gillespie considering tak- 
ing a month’s vacation. 

Seems film players have nothing 
left but the radio now. 


Benita Hume’s got a great way 
of sitting on her stories. 


X-rays and things on Clapham, 
of Clapham and Dwyer. 


Alt the gigs at the Arts Theatre 
opening of ‘Vile Bodies.’ 


Will Donovan Pedelty write tv 
this columner? No address, 


Some of the critics had to stand 
at a recent legit first night. 


Yvonne Arnaud redressed in ‘TIm- 
proper Duchess’ at the Globe. 


Gina Malo has a swell apartment 
in the heart of the ritzy route. 


Francis Mangan spending most of 
his time crossing the Channel. 

Leak in the film censors causing 
the legmen to rub their hands, 

Captain Humphreys looking round 
for new nite club in West End. 

Film theatre story started again 
round the Haymarket store site. 

Everybody now meets everybody 
else at the Arsenal on Saturdays. 

Walter Mutch, of the ‘Mail,’ 
tripped to Plymouth for his health. 

Special signs for jay-walkers in 
London soon. Numbers increasing. 

Sonnie Miller wants Jane Sels for 
his Leicester Square theatre shows. 

Charles Penley, Paramount As- 
toria’s manager, again on the sick 
list. 

What's happened to the Duchess 
theatre? Hasn't been in lights for 
months, 

Harry Rose, the film man, has a 
daughter who’s painting for the 
Academy. 

Buster West and Papa John first 
American sailor act at the Palla- 
dium for two years. 

Indian summer 
India. King Fog 
supreme in London. 

The Jean Burnup who does 
blonde stuff for the ‘Express’ is 
Peter’s wife, and likes it. 

Ann Suter, and her husband, Al- 
bert Tavel, expecting addition to 
family. Won't be long now. 

John West (Buster’s old man) 
not yet fully recovered from stom- 
—_ Soa in American hospital, 
aris. 

Music publishers and band lead- 
ers turned up to give Ambrose a 
send-off on his first Palladium ap- 
pearance, 

George Black not worried about 
the depreciation of the pound, as 
he intends to confine himself. to 
English talent. 

Will Ahearn not doing specialty 
dance at Empire, Paris, due to 


gone back to 
now reigning 





sprained ankle, with menagement 
wanting to deduct salary. 

Alan Parsons said Viola Tree 
played a downtredden wife very 
well. Also said the role was new 
ito her He should know They've 
} been married long enovgh. 








VARIETY 
Berlin ? 


By Max Magnus 








“tae 





Edmund Lowe due here. 

Marie Dressler expected here. | 

Dita Parlo’s flat sold by auction, 

Margita Alfven is back from 
Pistyan. ; 

Fritz Gruenbaum, 25 years night- 
club conferencier. 

Angelo Ferrarl, 
studying singing. 

Jarmila Novotna off to Checko- 
Slovakia for vacation. 

Siegmund Moos, after six months 
here, back to Hollywood. 

Claire Dux gave an afternoon tea 
reception at the Adlon hotel, 

Hanns Schwarz off to Nice for 
location of his Gaumont picture. 

Paul Kohner making test of Hedi 
Kiesler, Max Reinhardt’s protege. 

Kurt Wenzel, unemployed actor, 
committed suicide in Wannsee lake. 

Official ball of the German film 
industry will be held Nov. 14 at the 
Zoo. 

Adolphe Osso and Irvin Mare 
founding their Osso Equitable Film 
Co. 

Licu Deyers, Dutch film actress, 
married Alfred Zeizler, Ufa preduc- 
tion manager. 

Fred Hildenbrandt will direct 
three shorts for the Carl Froehlich 
film production, 

Rudolf Nelson goes to Frankfort- 
on-the-Main, where he opens a 
revue of his own. 

‘All Quiet on the Western Front’ 


Italian actor, 


running again at Marmorhaus, 
Kurfuerstedamm. 


Margarethe Slezak, daughter of 
Leo and sister of Walter, will sing 
at Theater des Westens, 

Felix Joachimson and the Hun-« 
garian Geza Herzceg working on &@ 
comedy for Conrad Veidt. 

There are rumors that Salka 
Viertel-Steuermann is expected 
here on her return from Russia. 

Carl Crede has written a new 
play, ‘Die Wiesse Pest’ (‘The Whité 
Pest’), dealing with tuberculosis. 

Emil Jannings will play, begin« 
ning of December, under direction 
of Karl-Heinz Martin, in Vienna. 

Hugenberge'’s daughter Liselotte 
married estate owner Eberhard v. 
Knoblauch, (Hugenberg owner of 
Ufa majority.) 


Maria Jeritza has been invited to * 


sing as guest eight times, after her 
return from the States in spring, at 
the State Opera, 

The members of the State the- 
atres intend to protest on account 
of shortening of their salaries by. 
emergency decree. 

Unemployed staged riots before 
Deutsches theater as they received 
no more cards, all having been given 
to other unemployed, 

Mathias Wiemann playing the 
lead, under the staging of Eugen 
Roberts, in Sherwood’s play ‘The 
Waterloo Bridge’ in the Tribuene. 

Roxy’s broadcasting great success. 
Telephone calls from abroad, mostly 
United States, its echo. Roxy gave 
a luncheon to 16 German architects, 

Margarethe Melzer will play the 
lead, together with Emil Jannings, 
in Gerhart Haupitman’s play, ‘Fuhr- 
mann Hanschel, at Volksbuehne 
theatre. 

Piel Jutzi is no longer allowed 
to call himself by his Christian 
name, Piel, Harry Piel having ¢eb- 
tained a judgment from the court 
for competitive reasons, Piel is 
now called Phil Jutzi. 


Ottawa 


Joe Franklin busy on local unem- 
ey mens relief for Hays organiza- 
tion. 

Harvey Hunt is afraid he won't 
see ‘Susan Lenox’ if film censors 
see it first. 

Charlie Bamford’s 
professional 
manent job. 

Ray Lewis tells the Rotary Club 
at Belleville how the picture busi- 
ness should be run, 

Will McLaughlin is acknowledg<« 
ing messages of condolence follow<- 
ing death of mother. 

Other managers jealous when 
Paddy Nolan is fined $20 and $2 fox 
overcrowding the Roxy theatre. 

Manager McNeil buys new safe 
for Capitol theatre at Smiths Fall@ 
sate burglars carry off old box and 


E. Hollanby and B. 





referecing of 
rassling bouts per- 


Sierolawski 


make high scores in opening games 
of Ottawa Theatrical Bowling 
league. 


Victor Tandy new producer of the 
Ottawa Drama League, was feted at 
the Little theatre on his arrival 
from Hamilton, 

Canadian Government decides Are 
mistice Day, November 11, is to ve 
a public holiday. Thanksgiving Day 
continues in October. 

Teachers’ Institute in session at 
Brockville asks film censoring in 
Ontario be taken over by Provincia} 
Department of Education. 

Ray Tubman counts extra cash 
with two morning matinees of ‘Tom 
Sawyer’ at Imperial, feature for 
these juvenile performances alone, 

Don Stapleton makes trip to To- 
ronto again to give evidence against 
alleged film trade combine. P. J. 
Nolan also goes but is not cailed 
to stand. 

Governor-General and Viscountess 
Bessborough start rounds of the- 





| tory. 
i Business’ as first show. 


atres with stork’s arrival now his- 
Visceuntess picks ‘Monkey 
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Broadway 


Hill billy acts are cold for vaude. 

Ike Rose stirs his coffee with a 
midget. 

Al Butler’s on the road doing the 
advance for ‘The Student Prince.’ 

Joe Stanly leaves for the coast 
this week. 

Bill Blumberg farming near Dan- 
bury, Conn. 


Dick Maney grabbing space for 
Pat McNutt. 

Add Things Are So Tough’: 
kosher steaks. 


Murals at European Club said to 
run into five figures. 


Singing entertainers are at Jer- 
ry’'s Place in Harlem. 

Al Santell, Fox director, doing 
New York again on vacation. 


Edith Evans, English comedienne, 
is here from London on a vacation. 
Polly Oz’ dog had appendicits. 
Vet told Polly so. And $25 please. 
Norma Terris’ hubby, Dr. Wagner, 
doing all her business repping now. 
Sob Millikin is m.c’ing at Don 
Juan's club in Valley Stream, L., I. 
Joey Shields and Eddie Williams 


are staying in London a _ while 
longer. 

Fdward Blatt held home with first 
case of grippe reported on B'way 
this fall. 

Henry Tobias, musical director, 
is the youngest of the Tobias 
brothers. 


M. A. Ayiesworth, in person, did 
the miking for the Edison memorial 
program, 

Claudia Morgan and new spouse 
back from short honeymoon at At- 
lantic City. 

Al Herman, mer. of Great North- 
ern, Chi (Shuberts) for years, is in 
New York. 

Those moving ads in the cabs are 
great for taking your mind off the 
‘L’ pillars. 

Sam’ Tauber’s recently married 
daughter operated on at Polyclinic. 
Recovering. 

Sue Carol, supposedly at Warick, 
moved to the Essex House, another 
Hearst hotel. 

George Rosette of Song Hit Guild 
made a vice-president of Peck Ad- 
vertising agency. 

Johnny Downs, 


formerly ‘Our 


mGang’ hero, routining new singing, 


talking vaude act, 
Idle mitt readers with long beards 


now renting themselves out as 
Easter egg hiders. 
Al Piantadosi has taken an 


agency for New York Life as side- 
line to songwriting. 

Phil Fabello’s Coliseum theatre 
pit orch got the Washinsion Bridge 
dedication assignment. 

New comedy dressing room scene 
in ‘Cat and Fiddle’ for Doris Car- 
son and Eddie Foy, Jr. 

Milt Raison and Charles LeMaire 
reported in on Jane O'Rourke's 
newly decorated place. 

Claudia Dell taking tap lessons at 
Billy Pierce studio. Just in from 
west coast film work. 

Sonny, phone editor at the Long- 
acre, celebrating his eighth anni- 
versary at that theatre. 

Carl Hammond, inactive for sev- 
eral seasons as a legit producer, 
is hoping for another try. 

The Shuberts claim distribution 
annually of 1,800,000 tickets. This 
is based on printer’s order. 

Art Herschensohn and George 
Scher back together and p. a.’ing. 
Both formerly at the Roxy. 

Sam Marks, M-G’s scenario head 
on the coast, looking Broadway 
over and in a reflective mood. 

Sammy Colton, formerly of Doyle, 
Donnelly and Colton, is now S. E. 
Colton of the RKO club dept. 

Hollywood's big business man 
with iterests in pictures, Sol Mag- 
nus, is east for a couple weeks. 

Adolph Singer claims the depres- 
sion has reached a point where they 
are reducing the wages of sin. 

The depression is the best alibi 
for not wearing garters. More lads 
than ever with sox at half mast. 

The only place in NYC not men- 
tioned as a probable’ burlesque 
stock house is Cain’s storehouse. 

Breakaway  brassieres featured 
the specialties at a new floor show 
opening. They looked so accidental. 

The De Marcos opened the Con- 
tinental grill, Hotel St. Moritz, Sat- 
urday. Harold Stern has the band. 

Joe Jordan, after making ar- 
rangements for nearly every writer 
in town, now doing a show by him- 
self. 

Charlie Wagner, not Jimmy 
Thompson, will have a piece of the 
Joe Zelli place at 16 West 56th 
street, 

The sheriff mooched with every- 
thing but the name on the door in 
a visit to the defunct Joe Sullivan 
agency. 

> Al Evans, director at Loew's 
Paradise, the Bronx, was robbed 
in his apartment of $2,000 in things 
and stuff. 

John P. Medbury, east to cover 
world’s series for Hearst, scrammed 
back to Beverly Hills and that hill- 
side tepee. 

John and Christo are reopening 
the former Tex Guinan club at 151 
West 54th street. Calling it the 
Five O'Clock. 

Rube and Irma Goldberg tossed a 
party on their crystal wedding an- 


niversary. For them it has_ been 
15 great years, 
Times Square's pigeons are 


squawking plenty. Layoff acrobats 
and others snatch all the crumbs 
first, they charge. 


midget act is 
character ‘Skippy,’ 
copyright have started 
proceedings. 


infringing on the 
owners of the 
injunction 


magnate, whose lease expires when 
the cop arrives, is giving away a 
song and dance with each cravat. 
Jackson Heights is growing. It 
had a pop of 3,000 in 1920. Last 
year the census gave it 44,664. And 
not a stock burlesque house near it. 
The big local question, with the 
odds boys lavine it either way, is 
who's going to stooge for who on 
the Cantor-Jessel bill at the Palace? 
An American girl in the show 
business slapped in the face in pub- 
lic in London by one English gen- 
tleman, is going to marry another. 
Jack Kraft says he's tried so 
many new acts with Elste iils year 
that he's played a whole route with- 
out doing the same turn in two the- 
atres. 
Jack 
centage 
grossing 
weeks. 
March. 
The situation isn’t apropos for 
Marie Saxon to go with the new 
Harris-Berlin show, as the expect- 
ant mother replied to the offer from 
Sam Harris. 
President Hoover has been on the 
radio 11 times in the last month 
but he’s still not a regular actor, 
because he hasn't yet squealed 
about billing. 
Charles Howard, comic critically 
ill; will recover physicians say. 
Howard submitted to two opera- 
tions at the same time, appendicitis 
and gallstones. 
Sam Harrison, former Ziegfeld 
manager who opened the ‘Follies’ for 
Zieggy for 17 years, has retired and 
says no to all offers. Raising ca- 
naries for a hobby. 
‘Eddie Cantor in person, “An 
American Tragedy,’ at the 86th 
St., something to think about this 
week for marquee purposes. 
Bond building court is now known 
as Pigeon Row. Ninety-four was 
the total count by J. A. Robbins. 
who’s now feeding them special 
pidge food. 
Jeanne Greene, coming home late 
from rehearsal, was unable to enter 
the lobby of her home, the night 


waltzing on per- 
the sticks, is 
$35,000 some 
solid up to 


Dempsey, 
nigitly in 
as high as 
He's booked 


doorman potted, developing paw 
trouble. A cab driver was the res- 
cuer. 


The nite clubs of Harlem are 
pledging people fer the benefit show 
of the New York Urban League 
(negro welfare work in Harlem) at 
the Town Hall (downtown) Elec- 
tion eve. 

The Indian band that went abroad 
and expected to stay there until the 
close of the Colonial expo in Paris, 
were returned to the States when 
their working papers were not 
okehed. 

Robert Geist, heading the cor- 
poration bearing his name that’s 
producing ‘Steel,’ legit, by John 
Wexley, is a Wall Street broker. 
This is said to be his first try at 
Broadway. 

When an elevator in the NBC 
bldg. stopped short the other day, 
John McCormack, one of the pas- 
sengers, said, ‘That'll lift your top 


coat.’ The other riders recognized 
the brogue. 
Fred Walton (Walton and 


Brandt) says that Chi story about 
him going to Cincy to enter the 
grocery biz was the wrong goods. 
His wife only sent him there to 
buy some groceries. 

Anybody dropping into Louis K. 
Sidney’s office is bound to be nicked 
by Miss Shiffman, his secretary, col- 
lecting funds for Camp Intermission, 
a children’s cure spot in Saranac 
Lake. Not less than a buck. 

Connie Almy, the Junoesque 
blonde who batted Maude Hilton 
around in their former’ two-girl 
comedy act, has gone into the legit. 
She has a role in Jed Harris’ ‘Won- 
der Boy,’ at the Alvin, New York. 

Judge Augustus Dreyer and Lo- 
ney Haskell are conferring with 
Mayor James Walker this week rel- 
ative to obtaining a public spot 
where the statue of the late Oscar 
Hammerstein may be placed. It for- 
merly was in the Hammerstein the- 
atre lobby. 


~ Newark 


By C. R. Austin 





Dave Whyte doing publicity for 
Loew's State. 

The bottom is out of the wine- 
brick business. Bricks offered as 
low as $1. 

The vice-president of the Newark 
Bears, Jack Potter, has become 
manager of a revue, 

George Deber has stepped from 
RKO to publicity for Hahne & Co., 
big department store. 

Joe Kozlik of Irvington has left 
for the Continent again, where he is 
known as Don Del Monte. 

In line with the Warner policy of 
promoting from within the company, 
Dick Hill, district manager of Hud- 
son county, has been made assist- 
ant zone manager, succeeding 
Maurie Stahl. Bert Leighton, of the 
Fabian, Hobokén, steps into Hill's 





Charging @ Tishman & O'Neal] shoes, 


An enterprising sidewalk necktle } 


CHATTER 


Hollywood 


ZaSu Pitts behind 16 cylinders. 

Nick Copeland back after an op 

Sam Mintz waddled 20 pounds off. 

William Slavens McNutt has gone 
for a 45-foot boat. 

James Dunn will jaunt to Broad- 
way around Dec. 1. 

Russell Gleason connected with a 
140-pound swordfish, 

Bessie Love and 
Hawks are expecting. 

Paramount Studio 
sharpening the blades. 

Ina Claire says she won't do ‘Last 
of Mrs. Cheney’ in Hollywood. 
Francis X. Bushman, Jr., is selling 
Olympic Games seals and posters. 
Tom Mix and Babe Ruth the star 
attractions at the Wampas Nov. 3. 
Exec offices at Paramount theatre 
being redecorated for H. B. Frank- 
lin. 
Arthur Caesar wrote Jimmy Cag- 
ney’s act for his personal appear- 
ances. 
Suggested title change for U's 
‘Impatient Virgin’ is ‘Virgin on the 
Verge.’ 


Downtown fourth rate holel using 





William B. 


Skating club 


valances like the de jux2 picture 
houses. 

Josephine Dillon on her own, 
away from the Thea. Lightner 
agency. 

suy Price landed Jean Hersholt 


and Robert Woolsey for Malibu 
houses. 

Warner Oland is Swedish and 
has played every nationality but, 
he says. 

Roscoe Ates would hate to be 
buried in one of those new mora- 


toriums. 
Dorothy Stickney has returned to 


New York after a _ stretch with 
Paramount. 
Lady Irene Ravensdale, London, 


guesting in Beverly Hills with 
Marie Dressler. 

Carl Laemmle, Jr., didn’t use his 
right name when he took that sneak 


rest at the hospital. 


the lunchroom’ almost 
Frank Tuttle’s muff. 

Lou Brock says the bridge player 
who gets the most slams is the one 
who leaves the table. 

Marjorie de Haven, 19-year-old 
daughter of Carter de Haven, in 
‘Union Depot,’ at WB. 

Harold Noon, former picture writ- 
er, now with the Biltmore in charge 
of business promotion. 

Not only gentlemen, but camera- 
men, prefer blondes. They’re eas- 
ier to light and photograph. 

Wallace Beery will fly east for a 
three-weeks’ vacation on comple- 
tion of retakes on ‘Hell Divers.’ 

Ten weeks vacation coming to 
Edward G. Robinson around Dec. 
15. He's looking at European tour- 
ist ads. 

One of the Pantages. theatre's 
ushers is a neglected magician, 
known as Morgan Howard, the boy 
wonder. 

Al Rockett back from Europe and 
will be associate producer for Fox 
on ‘Young America’ and ‘Devil's 
Lottery.’ 

Fox publicity department sent out 
C. Aubrey Smith’s name in place of 
Gilbert Emery’s for the preview of 
‘Yellow Ticket.’ 

Mrs. Muriel Johnston engaged to 
Wayne R. Euchner, Mrs. Johnston 
was of the stage team known as 
‘Muriel and Bob.’ 

Since Metro. started making 
‘Freaks,’ some of the studio person- 
nel has taken to wearing badges. 
Credit Al Boasberg. 

Bruce Gallup going native seri- 
ously, shipping his furniture out 
from New York and leasing a house 
in North Hollywood. 

Eric Mayne pictures doing a se- 
ries of lectures on ‘Mucbeth and 
‘King Lear’ at the L. A. library. 
One a month until May. 

Skeets Gallagher said the reason 
Arline Judge and Wesley Ruggles 
were married by a judge is because 
she’s Catholic and Wes is RKO. 

One of those endless chain !etters 
Ils going the round as a pro-beer 
petition to President Hoover from 
the Hollywood publicists and pro- 
ducers. 

Here for about 10 days on busi- 
ness, Jack Bruce, head of the Syd- 
ney, Australia, film lab bearing his 
name, is headquartered at Para- 
mount. 

Herb Brenon will throw his an- 
nual Malibu Beach tennis tourna- 
ment next Sunday (1). Mixed 
doubles, with champ men taking 
cluck femmes. 

Jimmie Durante is vacationing 
with Jean (the Missus) in the north 
California lake territory and writes: 
‘Fish all day; don’t catch any, but 
anyway I fish.’ 

Maurice Chevalier has fallen for 
another personal appearance before 
a private group. He faces the crowd 
at the ‘Evening Herald’ 20th anni- 
versary banquet Nov. 3. 

Sunday ‘Times’ off technical and 
trade angles in picture copy, going 
strong for fan stuff a la the mags, 





Paramount edict against dogs inj 
included | 














it’s boosted 
1,000 the last few weeas. 


and claims 

Hollywood attorneys want their 
own bar association separate 
Los Angeles. 


Nov. 2. 
for a 


calied for 
leaves 


district is 
Max Marcin 


circulation 


from 
Organization meeting 
for the Hollywood and Beverty Hills 


New 
York vacation following completion 


By H. M. Bone 
Cameo is trying double fe itures 
Betty Friedman gets her ; 

sleep between shows. 

Ray Trotta usually makes Cieare 
money out of card games, “ 
Par dressing rooms didn’t 
natural last week without Tony 
Bobbie Fast coming in to tak 
Fox-Poli organ out of mothbalis. ° 
The White Way has ins ¢ 

ay 4S installe 

000 worth of u #it., 





beauty 


Seem 


of ‘Through the Window,’ next Shanes Pv ltt yi — equipment, 
‘ , ». at storrar ¢ Io 7 S: i AYS say 
George Bancroft starrer at Par.) porore he ona the \yS Says ‘Helio 
which Marein will co-direct with hook : akes the receiver off the 
Louis Gasnier. year 

Mrs. Jack Sidney probably has J. R. Smith, local M-G-y mer 
the record for femme coast-to-coast | 4med a major in U. §. Reserva 
motorists, driving her m. c.-hus- Corps. r 
band to the coast, exactly a dis- Shubert crew settles the world’ 
tance of 3,158 miles in six days.| problems in green room betwa . 
Sidney opens for F. & M. scones. cen 

Pauline Frederick, who leaves for Larry Stallings and Geo. Kataiel 
New York Noy, 2 to play in ‘Way-| here for premiere of their new le 


ward’ at the Paramount Lon: Island 
studio, later goes into the lead of 
‘When the Bough Breaks,’ new play 
slated to open on Broadway Dec. 28. 

Supervisor owed another guy $500 
for seven years and now that he’s 
in the money the magnanimous rou- 
tine is: ‘You know I owe you this 
money only morally; the debt’s been 
outlawed now after seven years, but 
I'll pay you anyway.’ 

Francisco Alonso, brother of Gil- 
bert Roland, added to cast of ‘The 
Dove’ at Radio. Will do a tango. 
Another in the film is Allen Garcia, 
former caster for Charles Chaplin, 
who has returned to greasepaint 
since the comic chopped his over- 
head, 

Eddie Cantor’s ‘Mr. Rat to you’ 
line, and Groucho Marx's ‘Mr. Bozo 
to you,’ came from a third source, 
discovered by Cantor and told to 
the Marx Bros. with whom-~Cantor 
hobnobbed on the coast and on 
whose set he was contributing gags 
and friendly suggestions. 

When around 2,000 Hollywood 
people failed to call for their pic- 
tures and pay the 35 cents due, J. I. 
Simpson-King and Dan Baldwin de- 
cided to focus their moviegraph ac- 
tivities in downtown Los Angeles. 
A $15 fine for sidewalk obstruction 
while spotting passers-by for hur- 
ried shorts also decided the boys on 
trying a new place. 





Panama 


By Bea Drew 


The Isthmian Mask and Wig Club 
has started producing again, 

Christian, the French dancer, has 
bought half interest in the Metro- 
pole, 


Jean Acker paid Panama a visit 
en route to New York to open ina 
new show. 


Eleanor Van, dancer, returned to 
Panama after a year in N, Y., will 
open a school of dancing. 


Kay Harrington, dancer, will mar- 
ry a feature writer on the ‘Star and 
Herald,’ local paper, in New Or- 
leans next month. 

Johnny Weismuller, champ swim- 
mer, will return to Panama and give 
exhibitions at the Balboa and Colon 
pools, and all the army posts. 

Margie Clark, ex-entertainer and 
now Miss Kelly’s private secretary, 
is in N. Y. looking for talent. There 
is a library in the Ritz, should the 
girls care to read. 

Eddie Adams, feminine m. ec. at 
Kelly’s, is leaving for N. Y.; also 
four chorus girls, Next m. c. will 
be a man. Expected on next boat 
from New Orleans. 


‘Tis whispered that naval heads 
are planning to keep sailors out of 
Panama and Colon after 11:30 p.m. 


Cabaret owners hope it won't 
happen. Business is as usual— 
rotten. 

Colon 
Jean Roberts of Bilgray’s laying 
off. Ill. 


Ruth Nagle back at Atlantic after 
vacation in New York. 

Billy Moran left Kelly’s Ritz and 
is m. c. at the Atlantic. 

New cabaret opening called the 
California. They advettise ‘mamas’ 
from all lands. 

Jimmie Baker, manager of the At- 
lantic, resigned. He will open a 
place of his own. 

Augie Reed, producer of shows for 
the Atlantic, bringing from Califor- 
nia a group of 15 girls. 

Jack Lambert, son of John Lam- 
bert, musical and radio star, was 
killed at the Coco Solo air station 
in a gasoline explosion. Boy only 
seventeen. 

Grace Raleigh won’t be deported 

after all. She married the sailor 
boy, and can have her government 
quarters back and no hard feelings. 
The judge that fined them for living 
together married them, 
Alfonso Mangini, mer. of the Mex- 
ican Santa Cruz Theatrical Co., 
stranded 14 members in Colon ho- 
tel when board and room was not 
paid. Mgr. of the Italia hotel put 
their trunks on the sidewalk, Feel- 
ing Sorry for the troupers, Judge 
Du Puy offered his home as shelter 
and HRomano Emiliani, business 
man, said he would furnish food un- 
til the Mexican Consul could ar- 
range transportation back to Mex- 
ico. A purse was made up to help 
the actors, 


- 


{ dorado.’ 


Kearney Walton 
kind of record for 
pearances. 

Harry Berman has reorganized 
his Junior Symphony with 20 new 
applicants. 

Shubert property man reads Yale 
boys’ notes before passing them on 
to showgirls. 

With that notice removed, 
Miller can now 
kid's hair cut. 

Bill Black has quit Par for busi- 
ness in Bermuda-~sailed 24 to are 
range things. 

Libby Holman tells this mugeg her 


ambition is to quit the sta re 
write short stories, en 


David Pardoll, Yale Drama school 
will direct Elm City players’ first, 
‘The Jade Necklace.’ ; : 
_ Rehearsals have kept that Roxy 
line—here a month—from Seeing 
any of the town’s sights. 


George Miles, Seven Gables -_ 
employe, in Milford hospital after 
being hit by Yale man’s car. 


How can the Rockets keep their 
mind on their work with Louie Rapp 
and Buddy Welcome in the pit? 


In address here, Dr. Guy Shipler, 
editor of ‘Churchman,’ called Will 
Hays ‘window-dresser and office boy 
of movies.’ 

Jimmy Stanford, songwriter and 
professional pianist, awarded $700 
damages when hand was jammed in 
door of auto. 


Barney Rapp savs now that Foxe 
Poli labor troubles have been ad- 


is setting some 
tree public ap. 


Johnny 
afford to have his 


justed, stage shows are in Phil 
Bloom again. 
Boyd Smith, Yale theatre bus, 


mgr., spoke on ‘Business Organiza- 
tion in the Theatre’ before local 
drama group. 

Yale Dramatic Ass'n will produce 
four new plays by Thornton Wilder. 
Plays will be published in book form 
subsequently. 

Dr. Stewart Hess of N. Y. is coe 
purchaser of Cameo theatre prope 
erty in West Haven to protect ine 
terests of brother, D. C. Hess, prese 
ent lessee. 





Montreal 


Les Appleby away to Toronto. 
Vaude staging big comeback her® 


Eugene Beaulac taking it easy on 
censor cuts. 


Dune MacDonald honeymooning 
in New York. 


Six day bike race pulling in the 
fans at Forum. 


Billy Munro running 
show at Outremont theatre. 

Frank Calder burned up fairways 
in hockey golf tournament. 

Tom Cleary has SRO out at Prine 
cess with ‘Palmy Days’ held over. 

Stan Jackson delivers first speech 


cabaret 


tse career at Kiwanis Thursday 
). 
Phil Godell claims full: length 


comics and sport shorts helping 
nabes. ° 

Snowplows on streets Saturday. 
Just a rehearsal; still summer 
weather. 

Soft drink trade in Canada has 
doubled in five years, grossing now 
$13,500,000. ‘ 

Betting and gambling hang-outs 
swept in successive raids, First in 
over a year. 

More undercurrent gossip up and 
down city that Allen Bros. coming 
into Montreal, 

George Ganetakis thinks he has 
operator dispute cleared up at 
United theatres. 

Confederated Theatres operating 
nabe chain doing well on French 
pictures for east end houses. 

Government refuses to register 
unemployed women, claiming has 
enough of a job in registering me”. 

The new Lido, formerly Bourget 
theatre, opened Thursday (22). oo 
Nito and Kit-Kat orchestra part © 
bill, plus flickers. ‘ 

Tying up with local bakery: 
Princess distributes 2,000 cakes 2? 


1,500 loaves of bread daily in lobby 
and outside theatre on ‘Palm) 
Days’. mel 


Orchestra failed to show uP 
time when Governor-General : 
tered box at His Majesty's gala per 
formance of ‘Barretts’. Nation’ 
anthem played 10 minutes later. 


en- 
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Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





Jones reopening Golden 


Isham 
pheasant. 

Top silk hats being seen more 
these days. 


M. Friedel appointed director 

ot pheatre Workshop, 

Charley Winston 
RKO’s city manager. 

Fred Kohler, jr., planning 
dance spot of his own. 

Marshall Field, band leader, at 
nome with broken lez. 

Edna Mae Catherwood, at Hipp, 
leaving for California. 

Tal Henry’s band following Hal 
Kemp into New China. 

Marjorie Moyer of WTAM to be- 

me a mother shortly. 

Russell Collins will 
Europe for the bumps. 

Play House, leading little theatre 
here, hikes prices to $1.50. 

Tom Donahue’s band moves from 
Little Village to Monaco’s, 

Even speaks are now letting cus- 
tomers put it on the cuff. 

Julian Webster arranging over- 
turés for Maurice Spitalny. 

Max Eisenstate from Play House 
plossoming out as @ lecturer. 

Harry Howlett, WHK commercial 
manager, is California-bound. 

Al Freedman, ex-Loew exec, go- 


resigns as 


new 


remember 


ing to Cal. for another rest. 

Floor shows dropped by New 
China. Hal Kemp’s band in. 

Agnes Gilroy, local dancer, to be 
gealed to Bob Cary, non-pro. 

Anna Charles joins New York 


arian light opera troupe. 
A renty Elfmanat, Plaza Club, 
paptizes his latest one Renee. 

Bill Keefe, Uptown manager, pro- 
moted to ad post by Warners. 

Jos Lewis, fight promoter, wedded 
to Florence Huff, Clevelander. 

Chuck Carroll, nephew of Tommy 
Carroll, is Kay Kyser’s new Pp. a. 

June Carr, whose hair was raven 
black last season, is now a blonde. 

Freddy Large reopens College 
Inn, rechristened Claremont Tent. 

Allan Moritz promoted to Colum- 
bia branch manager in Cincinnati. 

Wanda Lyon here to see John 
Lyon, her brother, radio announcer. 

‘Meet My Sister,’ slated for Hanna, 
yanked for another, ‘Strange Inter- 

de.’ 

‘Doe’ Elliott drops pro football ac- 
tivities, due to full-time duties at 
Hipp. 

George Williams’ band opens Otto 
Wille’s new nitery, formerly Coconut 
Grove. 

Al Morgan, new Ohio manager, 
affects white pearl-buttoned waist- 
coats, 

George Paderewski, accordionist 
at Monaco’s, is nephew of famous 
pianist. 

Fifty members of Sam Manheim’s 
disbanded burlesque troupe looking 
for jobs. 

Mrs. Fiske played her own role in 
‘Against the Wind’ here for one per- 
formance, 

Polly Moran’s ex-hubby, Bill 
Kryda, blew in from Detroit to talk 
over old times, 

Madeline M. Sirene, ex-WTAM 
singer, married to Nicholas Capossi 
of Sundusky, O. 

Alice Chalifoux, harpist from Bir- 
mingham, joins Cleveland sym- 
phony orchestra. 

Sigmund Romberg unrecognized 
when he stood in lobby watching 
operetta crowds. 

Sam Bradley, head of local acting 
school, directing film for Cincinnati 
picture company. 

Al Morgan, succeeding William 
Grey at Ohio, nertz about white 
pearl buttoned vests. 

Jack McBride, ass’t manager Cir- 
cle, nursing head, Stick-up muggs 
slugged him and got $500. 

Editha Fleischer, Met opera sing- 
er, makes bow as first soloist in 
Cleveland orchestra’s season. 

Chicago Civic Shakespeare troupe 
no draw at Hanna despite critics’ 

tic editorials for support. 

Harry Langdon roomed under 
fake name here to escape wife, 
whom he is suing for divorce. 

Night football promoted at Sta- 
dium by Hugh Mack of New York. 

& gates except for third game. 

Robert McLaughlin is checking up 
on stock grosses ‘round the country 

fore opening his new Detroit 
stock. 

Ollie Potter, Plaza Club singer, 
engaged to marry Herman Ferdi- 
hand, local club manager, in De- 
cember, 
yonawnee Club’s plea for injunc- 

on against police padlock, due to 
Bambling charges, turned down by 

W courts, 
woohn Patt, WGAR manager, can’t 

ear his old hat since making suc- 
cessful debut as pianist over his 
wn station 
ae Addison, Loew city man- 
ano his exercise chasing gate- 
tre v's Posing as New York thea- 

© managers, 
ope czander Woollcott 
and hot Premiere of ‘Brief Moment’ 
had to have telegrams of con- 
stats read to him. 


aude Adams and Otis Skinner to 


broke his 


Onin ere ‘Merchant of Venice’ at 
. ov, ri i 
did it hi 1, although Fritz Leiber 


nere twe weeks ago. 

pinch Dille, Clevelander who 
‘East we for Charlotte Lansing 1n 
go ind’ in Pittsburgh, didn’t 


ka chance to do it for home folks. 





y Kyser though ‘ 
n ught he had got 
do his southern drawl. But 


TIMES SQUARE 


45 





Seen 





when he called up a radio station, 
phone girl mistook him for Phil 
Spitainy. 

Piccadilly Playhouse, Marie Ilka 
Diehl’s little theatre, ordered by city 


commissioner to close. 
fourth floor against 
Looking for new site, 

Frank Drew, MGM branch man- 
ager, re-elected president of Cleve- 
land Film Board of Trade for eighth 
term. Other re-elections: I J, 
Schmertz, vice-president; H. R. 
Skirboll, treasurer; Georgia D. Mof- 
fett, secretary. 


Location on 
ordinance. 








San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 





Nita Mitchell now NBC. 


Bert Carlson on KYA staff. 

Arthur Oberfelder ahead of ‘Apple 
Cart’. 

Babe 
game. 

Richard Dix marries 
Coe, local girl. 

Freddie Heathcote is 
sleuth at heart. 

Mort Singer, RKO labor interme- 
diary, off to Detroit. 

Round tables and all-you-can- 
eateries going floppo. 

Edgar Waite returning to ’Frisco 
after p. a.’ing at the Roxy. 

Betty Covey, sister of Edna, pro- 
ducing floor shows at Lido cafe, 

Aida Polo, F. and M. girl, married 
to John Hopper, Idaho millionaire. 

John del Valle helping Fred John- 
son review shows for Call-Bulie- 
tin, 

Joe Weber, A.F.M. president, and 
Bill Canavan, I. A. T. S. E. chief 
here. 

Paul Pitman, KPO’s big brother, 
back on air after three months’ ill- 
ness. 

Jack Dean always looks for nick- 
els in pay phone slots. Hasn't found 
one yet. 

Grace Moore to sing at Tivoli 
Oct. 31. New hubby, Valentine Pa- 
rera, along. 

Allen Warshauer has given up 
the struggle—he just wears sus- 
penders now. 

L. E. Claypool, AP, talking on 
history and origination of journal- 
ism over KYA, 

Mac (Harry McClintock) of 
KFRC cut his own ‘50 Years From 
Now’ for Victor. 

Coupla newsies on street corner 


Ruth here for exhibish 
Winifred 


a& news 


engrossed in perpetual game of 
chess between sales, 
Eddie Mitchell, Consolidated 


Amusements p. a. in Honolulu, back 
to the islands with his frau. 

Muriel Johnson (Muriel and Bob) 
now that team is broken up by 
Bob’s death, back here visiting her 
family. 

Dave Olson, musician, charges 
coppers beat him when they stopped 
him from quarreling with his girl 
friend. 

Alfred Wilkes, cashier of dis- 
solved Thomas Wilkes Theatres, 
given three years to pay the govt. 
$3,000 in war tax. 

Hearst’s p. m. ‘Call-Bulletin’ plug- 
ing John Bruce as potential ‘Odd 
McIntyre. First col. ‘Skylines, 
started this week and good. 

Lawrence Tibbett did a return re- 
cital at Tivoli. Papers linked him 
in romance with Mrs. John Clark 
Burgard, local society woman. 

Roland Woodruff, Fred Scott, 
Audrey Farncroft, Arthur Cunning- 
ham, Joseph Swickard, Margaret 
Clark in cast of ‘Maytime,’ opening 
at Geary Nov. 2. 

Widow of the late Joel Cohen, 
head of Consolidated Amusement 
Co. of Honolulu, granted $500 
monthly allowance and letters of 
administration to the $150,000 es- 
tate, 

WB’s polo team up Sunday for a 
bout with the Olympic Club, 
Darryl Zanuck and Ray Griffith 
playing. Joan Blondell, Constance 
Bennett, Dorothy Mackaill, Loretta 
Young, Winnie Lightner, James 
Cagney, Charlie Butterworth, Doug 
Fairbanks, Jr., Bill Powell, Dick 
Barthelmess and Ed G. Robinson 
among frenzied spectators. Scenes 
were taken for a forthcoming War- 
ner polo picture. 





Bronx 


_— ———— 


Rack on Fordham road, at the 
Valentine’ is Chris Egan. 

The Adolph Goldberg profile is 
much in evidence at the Windsor. 

Ed Stewart won’t part with that 
strip of Grandeur Film for any 
amount. : 

Hi Gainsborough believes he will 
be able to get along without Henny 
Suchman. 

Monty Salmon likes to be referred 
to as formerly of the Fox Brook- 
lyn theatre. 

Every RKO vaude celeb playing 
up here gets a free lunch at Harry 
Federman’'s expense. 

The next time W. O, James en- 
tertains a party of youngsters at 
his theatre he'll assign a cop to 
each. 


Toledo 


By Dick McGeorge 





Granada holding up. 
Billiard season opens. 
Hinda Wassau In town. 


New screen at the Pantheon. 

Banks beginning to perk up. 

Palace may go over to legits. 

Seth Parker drew fair crowd here. 

Bee Keller can out-Hinda Wassau. 

Chevron players have opened sea- 
son. 

Blum Whipple gave two to one on 
Mich. 

Press club parties continuing to 
be successful. 

Martha Morton added to the Gra- 
nada players, 

Alyce Orcutt, 
WSPD staff, ill. 

So Ed Gooding’s been to Denver 
and back already? 

Several midget golf courses turned 
into filling stations. 

Bob Brown was one of the high- 
level bridge openers, 

De Wolf Hopper here next month 
under local auspices. 

‘Mad Parade’ lasted but three 
days at the Princess. 

Empire closing after five-week 
run. Burlesk doesn’t go. 

Dick Richards, ‘Blade’ d. e., has 
his chest puffed out. Girl. 

Paramount-Publix house at Fre- 
mont about ready to open. 

Jack O’Connell may take over 
several out-of-town houses. 

Leanor Morrison doing good job 
of hostessing at the Rivoli. 

Irving Solomon has gone to Fre- 
mont to open new Publix theatre. 

Thurston came close to equaling 
house record of Tom Mix at Par. 

‘Open the Banks by Christmas’ is 
the password of the depositors’ as- 
sociation. 

Lyman Ford says city hall report- 
ers (Phil Gibbs and Mike Desmond) 
are ‘squirts.’ 

Bernie Lustig dividing his time 
as p. a. between the Empire and 
the Valentine, 

Paramount theatre sponsoring 
dances in the lobby on Saturday 
nites after the show. 

Ohio Bluenoses cut the title of 
Helen Hayes’ ‘Lullaby’ and changed 
it to ‘Sin of Madelon Claudet.’ 

Jack Greenbaum has closed his 
drug store, long the hangout of 
theatre people and newspaper men. 

Leanor Morrison, secretary to T. 
H. Stevens at the RKO Rivoli, has 
been named hostess to take care of 
parties. 

Forest Freeland has left the Rivoli 
publicity department and is suc- 
ceeded by Dick Wright, formerly 
ass’t mer. 

Harry Baker of the ‘Blade’ copy 
desk, critical in Flower hospital. 
Five transfusions, and pals in the 
edit. room volunteers. 

Fred Williams, theatre manager 
at Marion, kidnaped from porch of 
home, taken for a ride, lost $300, and 
then was kicked out of car. 

Dick Richards, ‘Blade’ d. e., be- 
came a father, and Mitch Woodbury, 
‘Times’ d. e., celebrated a wedding 
anniversary in the same week. 

Those same guys who cried over 
Vanderbilt’s win enjoyed State’s 
victory at expense of Michigan. 
They’re looking for a Big Ten cham- 
pionship. 

Ralph Phelps, Bob Brown, Wilbert 
Bach, White Pants Willie Mylander, 
Charley Corbin, Dick Richards and 
Millard Foreman moped about after 
the Ohio State beating taken from 
Vandy. 


member of the 





Toronto 


Bob Hayes needs a job. 

Greg Clark writing again. 

Jack Arthur back on the baton at 
the Imperial. 

Nutsy Gafan getting big name as 
football prophet, 

Bob Reade is a bridge expert now. 

Business is better. 

Andy Passmore out as sports an- 
nouncer and sad about it. 

Alex Gibb has a new picture at 
the masthead of her column. 

Jim Curran, the wolf king, is 
around. More wolves than ever, 

Nate Nathanson thought he was 
out of the film business but got a 
summons in that combine suit any- 
how. 

‘Strange Interlude’ a sell-out and 
played extra matinee. The home 
towners treated it as a comedy this 
time. 

The news boys have been crash- 
ing New York so often the due bills 
are all used up and some are spend- 
ing cash. 

Concert biz booms. Town gets 
John McCormack, Lily Pons, Galli 
Curci and Lawrence Tibbett all in 
fortnight. 

Weather so warm they had to trot 
out the ice cold signs again. Im- 
perial says ‘Talullah Bankhead in 
‘My Sin’ cooled by refrigeration.’ 

Lily Pons, prima donna, refused 
Canadian dough, but stood ’em up 
anyhow. 

Musicians union loses law suit 
against Famous Players and sub- 
sidiaries. 








Fred Simpich, staff globe girdler 





for National Geographic, here to do 
an epic on Ontario. Courtney Riley 
Cooper also on deck seeking ‘Post’ 
story on Northern gold fields. 

Fred Culley is out as dance band 








Ted Weems hates puns. 

Whiteman’s new apt. swell. 

Leonard Hicks sez it with orchids. 

Harry Jolson in town for a week. 

Mike Barnes should be back from 
Texas any day now. 

A. Milo Bennett still takes time to 
bat out a bit of poetry. 

Renee Howard spends afternoons 


maestro at the Royal York. Don watching wrong ponies win. 
Romanelli succeeds him. pan est as : rosé 

Roly Young puts out a new movie| 5am Horwitz blew in from Broad~ 
page for ‘Star Weekly.’ Less than} W@y to see a couple of shows. 


60% scalped from ‘Variety.’ 


Johnny Joseph preparing to open 


Picture house unit road shows out | the new RKO house in Davenport, 


until Canadian dollar eclimbs back 


to par. Home talent cheers. 
Lillian Helworth wrote a novel. 
Not so good but offered $4,000 


for the title. Calls it ‘Promiscuous.’ 





Reno 





University homecoming celebra- 
tion jams town with old grads. 

Shrine delegation from California 
with five bands on hand for annual 
ceremonial. 


Governor Balzar and Jack Demp- 
sey hunting moose in Jackson Hole 
country, Wyoming. 

Barbara Jo Alien, 
actress in Duffy theatres, weds 
Charles H. Crosby, clubman. Fly 
here for ceremony and spend one 
hour, 


Double murder in which husband 
kills wife and other man when he 
finds them in darkened bedroom at 
1 a.m. makes three murder trials 
now on. 

Mark Requa, Republican national 
committeeman from California, 
stops off on way home from Wash- 
ington to slip Hoover supporters 
info and encouragement. 

Three university football players 
and an assistant coach fired for 
staging lively party in hotel room 
following game at Stockton. 

Pauline Lord, actress, was made 
defendant in a divorce suit filed 
here by Owen B. Winter, advertis- 
ing executive. Married in Mary- 
land April 27, 1929. Cruelty charge. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


San Francisco 








Negotiations between musicians 
and theatres hanging fire. 


Mike Cullen sitting at his desk at 
the Penn again after stiff siege of 
flu. 


The pretty blonde in the Nixon 
b. 0. won’t let anybody pay for her 
lunches, 


Moe Glanz, booker, back in town 
after his semi-annual visit to the 
Big City. 

Karl Krug, the crick, has a son of 
11 who's about as high and broad 
as his pop. 

Hal Kemp around after launch- 
ing first vaude bill at the Capitol 
in Wheeling. 


All of the WB office force save 
Christy Wilbert have gone slightly 
daffy over ping-pong. 

Bob Alton and Jerry Mayhall 
working on WB units scheduled for 
W. Va. and Pa. towns, 


WB has tied up with the ‘Sun- 
Tele’ on a Kiddies club and Helen 
Donnelly is handling it. 


Havey Boyle, ‘Post-Gazette’ sports 
editor, has been reappointed to 
state boxing commission. 


Brian McDonald home for a few 
days before returning east next 
week to show for Loew’s. 

Roy Rowe, who manages the 
Warner here, has two theatres of 
his own in North Carolina. 

Hollywood and Model, two WB 
nabe sites closed for some time, to 
reopen nites and Saturdays only. 

Lasso, big German police dog, 

gift from Horace Heidt to Johnny 
Harris, making three of ‘em for 
a: 
Anna Jane Phillips has vacated 
the woman’s editor post on the 
‘Post-Gazette’ to go on the same 
rag’s city staff. 

Metro gave Penn a break by 
shooting in shots of Pitt-Notre 
Dame game at South Bend Monday 
after the clash. 

Mrs. Bert Stern, wife of the local 
UA exchange chief, threw a big 
birthday party at Joe Hiller’s Show 
Boat the other nite. 

Jane Thurston Harris has visited 
the Alvin regularly for years, but 
saw her first show there from out 
front the other night. 

The ‘Post-Gazette’ has bought 
new comic strip. Two of its staff 
members, Mulholland and George, 
landed with a syndicate. 

John Montague, who used to be 
Al Wood's right-hand man, in 
town in advance of Schumann- 
Heink and ‘The Mikado.’ 

Although she goes to her seats 
on crick passes, Florence Fisher 
Parry always applauds ’cause she 
used to be an actress herself. 

Horace Heidt superstitious so 
when his dog, Lasso, bit 13 men in 


| 
' 





the band, he sent it to Johnny Har- | 


ris, according to Brian McDonald. 
Havey Boyle, Frank Butler, Joe 
Shuman and yours truly among the 





newshounds to take in the Pitt- 
Notre Dame bender at South Bend. 





Mrs. N. J. Blumberg came west 
to visit her mother, who is ill. 

Paul Cohen going into the band 
agenting business as a sideline. 


liazel Flynn got herself in a spot 
by mentioning the Stevens-Borden 
tiff. 

Frank Delmaine needs a suitcase 
to carry his stack of identification 
cards. 

Willie Horowitz has a new fancy 
benzine bus, a gift from Boss Jack 
Robbins. 

Tom Maloy, Ralph O'Hara and 
Frank Clifford plan to boil out at 
Hot Springs. 

Joe Abramson 
Publix on their 
around town. 

Benny Rubin and Benny Fields 
have turned to klabiash for want of 
anything else to do. 

Facade of the new Triangle res- 
taurant on Randolph street is im- 
posingly modernistic. 

‘Cowl-like’ said Ashton Stevens 
of Margaret Rawlings, but the typo- 
grapher made it ‘cow-like.’ 

Al Capone had to call off a feast 
planned for some show folk on the 
eve of his court sentence. 

Hazel Flynn accomplished a near 
miracle when she dragged Benny 
Fields out on the radio at 10 a. m. 

Ed Levin, formerly of the Good- 
man, got back from Europe in time 
to work .rustling press copy for 
B. & K, 

Leo Spitalny thought Pepper Mar- 
tin was Jack Pepper and wanted to 
know since when the latter changed 
his name, 

Special invites to the Castle’s 
midnight preview for the ‘Hallelu- 
jah’ revival had Hazel Flynn listed 
as the hostess. 

Henry Herbel’s scion got stepped 
on by flivver, and happy because of 
the excuse to forget school.for a 
couple of days. 


connecting with 
operating staff 


With the Johnny Jones office 
smoking, the vaude afents once 
more finding their way into the 


Woods building. 

Bill Young bought a pair of cheat- 
ers because they looked great in 
the window, and now thinks he'll 
have to have his schnozzle revamped 
to make it fit. 

Col. Roche goes the biggest are 
lights in town for the unfolding of 
‘Once in a Lifetime.’ Said it was 
the first Hollywood opening he’s 
ever attended. 

Grace Doro burned because she 
can’t play the accordion on the 
same bill with the Donatella boys. 

Lew Goldberg planning to be- 
come a local picture exhibitor. 

Ruth Betz, WBBM p. a., is the 
town’s only colyumnist who doesn't 
have to worry about the copy-reader, 
Space given to her daily stint on 
the Times radio page is paid for 
by the station, and everything she 
writes goes. 

Chester Miller, mgr. of the Judson 
Radio Program Corp. office here 
when it folded, has gone with the 
Erwin, Wasey agency in New York. 

Niles Trammel went calling on the 
General Motors mob in Detroit and 
took Paul Whiteman along. 


Boston 


By Len Libbey 








South Station theatre opening 
Nov. 1, 


Town billed like a circus for 
rodeo at Garden Nov. 6. 


Lew Leslie signed Jack Thompson 
for his next ‘Blackbirds.’ 


May Yohe, of Hope diamond fame, 
ill at her Dorchester home. 


More unemployment benefits than 
legitimate stage attractions. 


Copley Players meeting the audi- 
~.ce after the Tuesday matinee. 

E. E. Clive, formerly of the Cop- 
ley, writing dialog out in Hollywood. 

Arch ‘Private Lives’ Selwyn re- 
duced his prices for Boston engage- 
ment to $2.50 top. 

Jean Malin, ‘Queen’ of Boston 
night clubs, playing private dates 
for the town’s 400. 

Deputy Supt. McDevitt had a 
dress-suit squad looking over Bos- 
ton’s night club talent. All O. K. 

Zoston had its first championship 
fight in 20 years when Brouillard 
and Thompson met for welterweight 
title, 

City Council votes to have Mayor 


Curley ask theatre owners to co- 
nate one cent on every ticket for 
poor relief. 

Queenie Smith’s show, ‘Little 


Racketeer,’ opening delayed three 
days. Grace Hayes jumped in on 
24 hours’ notice for a show stopper. 

Headquarters liquor squad abole 
ished; liquor violations watched by 
division captains. Brass rail polish 
in demand. Looks like a wide-open 
town, 
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Denver 


Deer hunters having no luck. 

Denham receipts still building. 

Total of 11,484 unemployed in 
Denver. 

Police get permit for low wave- 
length radio. 

Sunday is bargain day at air- 
ports—$1 a ride. 

Mike Smith, U. S. army booker, 
spent a few days here. 

Ralph Hansell, KOA xylophonist, 
has dog which says ‘mama.’ 

A. De Bernardi, Jr., former ‘Post’ 
critic, now on ‘News’ ad staff. 

yeo. H. Brown, RKO building ex- 
pert at Chicago, inspected new Or- 
pheum. 

Albert Van Antwerp, Denham 
stock lead, makes the Estes trip 
every day off. 

Arthur Pierson, Elitch lead last 
summer, assigned role in ‘No One 
Man,’ Paramount. 

A. De Bernardi, Jr., former dra- 
matic editor the ‘Post,’ is with the 
advertising dept. the ‘News.’ 

After being on ‘PM®? exclusive for 
five years, Harry Huffman is adver- 
tising in the ‘News’ regularly. 

Helen Tiner and John Pilon, win- 
ners local Atwater Kent contest, 
singing at the Denver this week. 

Merle Armitage spoke at the 
Woman's club on ‘Inside Story of 
the Development of Concert Stars.’ 

Howard E. Tillotson will be back 
at his post as orchestra conductor 
when the new Orpheum opens in 
December. 

Because of default in interest and 
taxes, Mary Steele has filed suit to 
foreclose a $70,000 mortgage on 
Rivoli building. 

District Attorney Wettengel wants 
talking pictures taken of criminal 
confessions to use in trials and be- 
fore supreme court. 

Jack Hannigan, former stage man- 
ager and electrician for the old Or- 
pheum and who went to Paris with 
the U. S. Indian band, is back, 

Mrs. Frances Micheleti, widow of 
the late owner of the Comet theatre, 
was awarded $4,167 damages as the 
result of the auto collision which 
caused the death of her husband. 

In the annual cleanup of the 
docket, five judges threw out 381i 
divorce and separate maintenance 
suits for lack of prosecution. Five 
hundred other cases also. side- 
tracked. 

Out-of-town exhibs seen on the 
row: M. T. Foster, Del Norte, Colo.; 
J. G. Burbank, Laramie, Wyo.; Chas. 
Klein, Deadwood, S. D.; Ed Ander- 
son, Pueblo, Colo.; Wm. H. Osten- 
berg, Jr., Scottsbluff, Neb., and 
Marie Goodhand, Kimball, Neb. 


Kansas City 


By Will R. Hughes 











Spiritualists of America held a 
five-day meet. 

Some 10,000 high-school kids at- 
tending local football games Satur- 
days. 

Some 3,100 pupils of city schools 
studying band instruments. Cornet 
the favorite. 

Lowell Lawrence is doin 
and Previews’ column 
‘Journal-Post’, 

Arthur S. Metzger, realty repre- 
sentative for Publix, is also editor 
of the Scottish Rite Progress. 

Annual charity drive for $1,500,- 
000 on this week. Makes business 
touzh for the amusements, 

Johnnie Kling, recovering from 
major operation, compelled to hear 
the Series from a hospital bed. 

Annual charity drive, this time 
for $1,555,000, 35% more than last 
year, starts last week of the month. 

Rick Ricketson has been trans- 
ferred to Los Angeles as division 
manager of the Hughes-Franklin 
string in Southern California. Suc- 
ceeded here by Roy 8S. Campbell. 

Railroads are offering special re- 
duced rates for the 33d annual 
American Royal stock show here 
Nov. 14 to 21. That’s the city’s big- 
gest drawing event and brings them 
from many miles. 


Portland, Me. 


By Hal Cram 


More doing in local theatres than 
for years. 

Michael J. Garrity, Jeff manager, 
installs seven-piece orchestra. 

Fritz Kreisler drew capacity at 
City Hall, first concert of season. 

Ethel Evarts, with original ‘Wal- 
lingford’ cast, sees film at Strand. 

Colonial passing out blankets 
Thursday nights, groceries on Fri- 
days. 

Seven acts vaude, Keith's Mon- 
days, five acts rest of week. Good 
crowds. 

Amateur state roller skating 
championship races at Exposition 
building. 

Local RKO using seven vaud acts 
with pictures. Complete change 
Thursday. 

Audrey Berry ingenue of new 
Playhouse Players. Comes here 
from Albany. 

Carlton Mills, Lakewood publicity 
last summer, made director Maine 
Publicity Bureau. 

Roller skating bug again hits 
town with Exposition Building as 
rink. Maybe polo. 

City Council revokes order to keep 
newspaper reporters from confer- 


‘Views 
or the 





ences. Some members said news 
hounds ‘ought to be kicked out.’ 
Fearing crime, local light and 
power company refused to put out 
lights, honoring Edison. 
Lakewood’s receipts said to have 
exceeded those of 1930, with camps, 
dance hall, inn and store. 
Aroostook’s new broadcasting 
station, WAGM, opens Nov. 1. Has 
only woman manager in America, 
Scott Kolk with Jeff Players last 
season and in recent film, ‘My Sin,’ 
to be Jimmy Hayden’s lead at Dal- 


Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 








Maurie Zaidins in charge at Gay- 
ety. 

Amateur magicians giving a show 
Nov. 5. 

Milwaukee to have civic jubilee 
next fall. 

Shorewood to have its own sym- 
phony orchestra. 

Fiske O’Hara guest at Knights of 
Columbus dinner. 

Grunting season opens Oct. 29 
with Sonnenburg. 

Marathon squabble between mayor 
and promoters still on. 

One thousand employes recalled 
to Milwaukee road shops. 

Chicago Civic Shakespeare com- 
pany listed for Davidson. 
Community fund drive went over 
top. Showmen glad it’s over. 


Taylor Holmes’ mother was 
graduate of Milwaukee Downer col- 
lege. 

Charles Brown, Milwaukeean, 
ahead and back with Walker 


Whiteside at Davidson. 
Forty-two-year-old farm woman, 
mother of three children, wants to 
raise the mortgage by flagpole sit- 
ting. 

ihel Conlee, former vaudevillian, 
lost her $25,000 breach of promise 
suit against Edward MHuessner, 
Oshkosh manufacturer. 

Joey Sangor, fighter of yore, now 
a full fledged druggist in store run 
by him and his brother. 

When Martin Johnson, explorer, 
was called to bedside of ill father 
at Enid, Oklahoma, Mrs. Johnson 
took his place as lecturer at Audi- 
torium. 

Prominent local and state people 
selected for theatre committee of 
Society of Allied Arts, organized 
to encourage producers to give Mil- 
waukee more and better attrac- 
tions. 

Independent neighborhood thea- 
tre operators who claim they have 
to wait three months before getting 
pictures shown downtown have put 
their case before state marketing 
commission, 

L. K. Brin, manager Garden and 
Majestic, is a director in a Seattle 
bank in addition to being president 
of the Milwaukee Knitting Co. 
Still has time for a pretty good 
game of golf. 

New officers of Allied Independ- 
ent Theatre Owners, who held first 
annual convention here are: Frank 
J. McWilliams, Madison, president; 
Chas. Wasicheck, Milwaukee, vice 
pres.; Edward Maertz, Milwaukee, 
secretary; and L. K. Brin, Milwau- 
kee, treasurer. 


Birmingham 


By Bob Brown 








Turtle races. 
George Steele at home fighting the 


u. 

Galli-Curci booking 
dates for the winter. 

Vernon Reaver in a _  double- 
breasted suit and white socks. 

Theatres dark a couple of blue 
moons are being used for prize 
fights. 

More pained protests about radio 
announcers talking like English pro- 
fessors. 

Jewelry auction sales on streets 
with diamonds, real and phoney, go- 
ing at low prices. 

Eddie Beck should discard that 
derby for they ain't being worn in 
the Ham this year. 

Harry Earle, midget of ‘Unholy 
Three,’ to Hollywood for pictures. 
Taking his two sisters. 

Only one stock company in this 
part of the South, and that is the 
Peruchi Players at Chattanooga. 

John Sullivan is a daddy now. 
Spends him time jumping between 
office and St. Vincent’s hospital. No 
cigars. 

Joe Gilligan of Downie circus paid 
off for betting on Athletics. He had 
the A’s while Jimmy Gallagher had 
the Cardinals. 

Not a word for or against Dar- 
row’s ‘Mystery of Life.’ Surprising 
in a town with a population about 
half preachers and deacons. 

The Mississippi State Fair closed 
just in time for Mabel Stire, secre- 
tary and boss, to celebrate her birth- 
day. Johnny J. Jones crowd fed her 
a giant cake, 

Mississippi may legislate some 
additional licenses on circuses. The 
solons have asked for data on how 
much circuses have paid in the state 
in last few years, 


southern 





New England 


eee ee 


Salaries skidding in textile and 
other factories. 

More phonograph records and 
talkers from Down East radio sta- 
tions. 

Worcester Drama League votes to 
bring a professional play to the city 
this winter. 

Princess theatre at Plymouth, 
Mass., closed 13 years, is reopened 
under the name of Park. 

Ray Mar’s musical revue added 
attraction at Broadway, Springfield, 
and prices same as for the former 
double features. 

Owen M. Holmes new chief ope- 
rator at West Springfield, Mass., 
theatre; succeeded at Casino, Ware, 
by Stanley Baron. 

Fall River musicians in tears. 
City Council refused to approve $500 
appropriation for bands at Armis- 
tice Day celebration. 

Not enough legit shows to keep 
him occupied, so A. L. S. Wood, 
d. e., is telling Springfield ‘Union’ 
readers about the talkers. 

Central Falls, R. L,—it's a city— 
has only one film theatre and its top 
is 15 cents. Everybody goes to Paw- 
tucket. They’re twin cities. 

Harold D. Jacobs, editor-in-chief 
of Pittsburgh ‘Press,’ named m. e. 
of the New Bedford ‘Standard,’ suc- 
ceeding George A. Hough, Jr. 

John L. Almond is a _ regular 
strategy guy. Besides being police 
reporter of the New Bedford ‘Times’ 
he’s a member of the city council. 
Walter Mercurio soaked $10 in 
Middleboro, Mass., court for auto 
speeding. Makes no diff to Middle- 
boro gendarmes if you’re a musiker. 
Bangor, Me., daily is giving sub- 
scriptions to rural folks, taking in 
payment farm products. Married 
members of the staff can buy the 
stuff at market prices. 

Paper rated as one of the best in 
N. E. has a timetable of daily events 
and, referring to theatres, calls sec- 
ond-run talkers ‘photoplays,’ and 
first-runs ‘talking pictures.’ Told 
that they’re all talkers, answer is 
‘that’s our style.’ 

dust because Al Capone’s mug 
was on the front page of a Sunday 
Springfield ‘Union-Republican,’ a 
copy of the paper was not placed 
within the cornerstone of Congre- 
gational church’s new parish house. 
Copies of a weekday edition were 


Oakland 


By Woods Soanes 


7 








Frank Newman’s 3d year as Fox- 
Oakland mer. 

George Ebey and Edward Ho- 
garty again in charge of Fulton. 

Harold Helvenston, at Stanford, 
using ‘Berkeley Square’ to start his 
student season on Oct. 30. 

Edwin Duerr, new U. C. dramatic 
director, selected O’Neill’s ‘Beyond 
the Horizon’ for his second bill. 

Deaths of Will Lloyd, stock ac- 
tor, and Gladys Harmon, road show 
ee office treasurer, both mourned 

ere. 

Doug Montell now handling foot- 
ball broadcasts for KLX, vice Otto 
Egenberger, who will remain on 
baseball. 

Berkeley Playmakers to _ start 
season next week with new mystery 
comedy ‘The Gravy Train,’ by Edna 
Strachan, local dramatist. 

‘The Apple Cart’ is being sent on 
the road this year by Arthur M. 
Oberfelder, Denver’ impressario. 
Boyd Irwin will probably get King 
assignment. 

Nancy Barr Mavity back from 
Europe simultaneouly with publi- 
cation of her new book ‘Sister 
Aimee,’ dealing with Evangelist 


McPherson, 


By Dave Trepp 








John Hamrick on his annual to 


a 

Homer Gill looks over the RKO 
situation in Portland. 

Lou Bydl, comedian, leaves for 
Vancouver for engagement at Ben- 
son theatre. 

Lawrence Tibbett sings to 2,500 at 
University Maeney hall. Roland 
Hayes concert also. 

‘Stub’ Hart, 15 years stage mer. 
at Orpheum here, takes Irene Ches- 
ter (non-pro) as bride. 

Jack Reed, radio singer, spieler, 
writer, leaves Spokane for Oakland 
air work. Here on visit. 

M. B. Howe back to L. A. from 
N. Y. via this town. Conferred here 
with Keighley & Roscoe, M. & M. 
reps. 

Dr. C. A. Rutherford, divorced 
husband of Pauline Frederick, takes 
Marguerite Dober, heiress, as his 
bride in Tacoma, 

Marland’s Highlanders, Lee Ma- 
son and Sonny, Metler, Melby and 
Refa, and Arne Hartman playing 
Liberty, Wenatchee, opening stage 
shows for the burg. 





Chic Johnson here preparing trek 
into wilds of British Columbia on 








Expedition to in- 


big game hunt. 
clude three guides, 16 pack horses. 
Hunt delayed by death of Chic's 


father. Olsen in N. Y., boys on 
seven weeks’ vacation, then back on 
the circuit. 

Le Roy Johnson, gen. mgr. Jen- 
sen-von Herberg, reports new unit 
vaude policy at Bagdad theatre oke. 
Two days weekly, with no advance 
in admish. Bill runs 45-50 minutes, 
15 people, stage band, m.c., and time 
includes two days weekly in Aber- 
deen, Hoquiaim, Bremerton and 
some other towns. 


Long Island 


All okay for Flushing RKO. 

Jack Hazzard back from Havana. 

Marion Harris touchy about Pat- 
chogue pinch. 

Isabel Patricola has 
birthday party. 

Elwood Bostwick’s ‘Bush Parole’ 
reported worse than that. 

Vine-glo finds Great Neck tough 
spot; wine bricks tougher. 

Douglass Dumbrille reported next 
heavy for Claudette Colbert. 

Overflow of Queens speaks seek- 
ing spots in Nassau County. _ 

Violet Carlson’s misbehaving 
larynx pulled her off Par bill. 

Mrs. Larry Schwab (Mildred 
Brown) back from trailing ‘East 
Wind.’ 

Robert Macnabb, manager of 
Great Neck Playhouse, weathers 
change in management. 

Edwards and Edstrom vie for 
publicity on D. A. election through 
ads on paper match boxes. 

Nick Schenck entertains’ the 
Tommy Meighans, Gene Bucks, 
Gene Sarazens and Joe Schenck at 
Lakeside Golf. 


Dallas 


By Rudy Donat 








two-day 








Paul Short never wears a hat. 

Ronile, nabe, trying native vaude 
acts. 

Horse racing season on. 
at $1 per. 

Jim Hayden dickering for Anna 
May Wong. 

Jim Hayden and Bill Augustin 
play bridge. 

Lee Wolf, Los Angeles, around for 
his quarterly visit. 

Tom Brown, ex-booker for Pathe 
at Memphis, lingered. 

John Arledge, pictures, tarried, 
enroute to his native burg, nearby. 

Neal Houston, Fox’s star peddler, 
bragging about a new baby boy, 
number two. 

Some Chi concessionaire brought 
Al Capone’s armored Cadillac and 
did a big biz. 

Paul Jones leaving state fair as 
p.a. again to take same job with 
Showhouse, stock. 

Notre Dame’s flash, Joe Savoldi, 
didn’t interest customers for an ex- 
hibish wrestling match. 

Nel O'Connell, ex-vaudevillian, 
new manager for muny auditorium. 
Succeeding E. H. Fitzhugh. 

Harriet MacDonald, booker, lining 
up Manhattan Opera Co. for Dec. 
3-5, at $2 top. Prospects of couple 
more next spring. Highbrows still 
refuse to give Chi Civic $12,500 per 
performance guarantee. 


St. Paul 


Ed Furni stores fishing tackle. 
Winter is here! 

First chill wave brings smile to 
theatre men and overcoat jobbers. 

Rose Umland, 11 years secretary 
at RKO Orpheum, out. Retrench- 
ment. 

Art Sheekman, former critic here, 
got a publicity break on his writing 
additional dialog for the Marx boys’ 
latest. 

Ray O’Connell, Joe Rosenfield and 
George Granstrom framing St. 
Paul’s unemployment benefit for 
Nov. 19 or 20. 

Death of George Hasselman, Chi- 
cago adman who took own life in 
gas oven of girl’s apartment, shock 
to his friends here. 

Harry Dow hoisted a 10-foot high 
lighted ‘10c’ sign 50 feet above his 
Lyceum to glow merrily onto the 
higher-priced houses. 

Gerald Smith, ‘News’ critic, tem- 
porarily toothless, rises to say dent- 
ist turned the trick and no irate 
showman. Now opening bids on 
new ivories. 

Paramount took some extra coin 
with a local newsreel showing po- 
lice radio car making capture, and 
later a regular showup before 
masked detectives at headquarters. 

Gov. Olson in Chi Friday (23) 
making newsreel Publix will use in 
Minnesota houses to help along 
various cities’ community chests. 
Circuit footing gov's bill and col- 
lecting in publicity. 

Dodge Sisters, Sammy Cohen, 
Forum Boys and Kluting’s Animals 
will be first into reopened Calgary 
split-week date, breaking the ’Peg- 
Vancouver jump. Cut? Yes, but it 
foots the rail bill slant of initial 
stoppers-off leaving here. 


Opener 











By Les Rees 





Alice White 
sota., 


Loop stores 
equipment, 


William Keating, 


in person at Minne. 
pushing home movie 


Loring man. 


ager, a proud daddy. It’s 

their first. h: girl, 
Mr. and Mrs. Coburn 

week after next as cine 


Bainb 
guest stars. ridge 


Harold Rear 3a head of 9 
theatre chain, back at s 
after illness, desk again 

Lou Breese, Minnesota 
daily at 5 a. m. to 
pheasant hunting. 

Eddie Ruben, 
head, once Minn, 
handball devotee. 

John Reisman and Dave Well 
managers of Grand and Aster ~. 
spectively, trade places. ; 

‘Rebound’ was first brigh 
at RKO Seventh Street pe 
opening, holding over for ful] week, 

Driving his small car from Salt 
Lake City to Publix district man. 
agers’ meeting here, Fred Hamlin 
beat train time. 

South Dakota Publix house man. 
agers sending in plenty of pheag.« 
ants to the boys in the Minneap- 
olis executive offices. 

Harvey Kelly, Grand assistant 
manager. slugged with blackjack 
by one of three disorderly patrong 
he attempted to eject. 

Mary Garden’s blonde tresses ex. 
cited much newspaper comment 
when diva here last week as sym- 
phony orchestra soloist. 

Prosperity items—2,000 paid ad. 
missions at Mr. and Mrs, Martin 
Johnson lecture; season sale for 
symphony orchestra as big as last 
year. 

Maxie Rosenbloom, here for bout, 
induced Dick Gilbert of Orpheum 
to make personal appearance on 
stage while visiting pal, Billie 
Glason, back-stage. 

Tie-up with Marigold Gardens, 
leading local dance hall, brought 
latter’s Wallie Erickson band, ra- 
dio feature, into RKO Orpheum as 
special added attraction. 

In fortnight seven pictures have 
succeeded in doing first-rate biz in 


m. ¢, y 
g§0 duck Ps, 


Publix divigio 
U. football ra 


loop, ‘Susan Lenox’, ‘Devotion’, 
‘Palmy Days’, ‘The Spider’, ‘Rid- 
ers of Purple Sage’, ‘Mystery of 


Life’ and ‘Viking’. 


Washington 


Nelson Bell limousining with Es- 
telle Taylor. 

Andy Kelley one of the judges for 
the Atwater Kent radio auditions. 

Thomas Cahill, former thespian in 
the George Tyler casts, now finan- 
cial editor of the ‘Post’. 

Joe ‘Cook cooks his annual spa- 
ghetti dinner at Louie Machini’s- 
for Washington friends. 

John Kennedy back in town after 
tour of the country for Hearst Ser- 
vice; says things picking up. 

The ‘Merry-Go-Round’ crowd, led 
by Drew Pearson and Bob Allen, 
takes over The Washingtonian. 

A. Julian Brylawski in New York 
conferring with Warner Bros. about 
George Washington Bi-Centennial 
film. 

Andre Fiot and Joseph Barbecot 
of the French embassy attend Sun- 
day night performance of ‘The Un- 
known Warrior.’ 

Louise Homer Stires, soprano, and 
her sister, Katherine Homer, pian- 
ist, in successful recital at Com- 
munity Institute. 

Playwright - Ambassador Claudel 
entertains Marshal Petain at a stag 
party on champagne, with Charlie 
Curtis, v. p., drinking ice-water. 

Secretary of Navy Adams fires & 
broadside at navy officers speaking 
on Navy Day. Must confine their 
addresses to history of the service. 

Micha Guterson, successful with @ 
road house in Maryland, comes to 
town with the new Club Michel— 
the former Le Paradis, once pad- 
locked. , 

Shake-up in Washington police 
force finds Major and Superintend- 
ent Pratt out and Brig.-Gen. —— 
D. Glassford, U. S. A., retired, tak- 


ing the office. 


By James Watts 














Manager Bill O'Hare of Lyceum 
down with flu. on 
Little, theatre opened season 
Monday, Oct. 26. - for 
Peter McGinn, out of work 4 
year, offers to marry any wom 
who can give him a job. / as 
Wine bricks and grape juice Ver" 
dors seeking Christmas trade ae 
forced down the price from $1. 

to $1. 

Junior League, society out 
group, netted several thousand fF 
lars for charity with a wres 
match. losed 

Clyde McCoy and orchestra c room 
dance season at the Amphither en 
Amphitheatre has had pot 
season and will now turn to hoc ick, 

Prosper Schwie, manager an 
has secured special lighting for - 
tire Garrick block, through ake 
operation with neighboring mest 
chants, giving one of the 
lighted blocks in the city. 
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San Antonio Eri 
By W. E. Keys By John Mead, Jr. 
Cool now. Park, a dime house, bombed last 


Dave Samson to Chi. 

Joe Gill and boys at Gunter, acc 
dance spot. 

No: agreement and no vaude at 
RKO's Majestic. 

KTAP becomes 
Broadcasting Co 

Aa federation district convention 
prought lots of p.a.’s. 

i. M. Valdez hops from Publix- 
Aztec to Empire, indie, as mer. 

Even ‘Texas Pioneer,’ mag, now 
ysing picture page with Lester Ket- 
per editing. 

Les Stevenson’s wrestling parlor 
goes to Ralph Hammonds. Used to 
grapple himself. ; 

Southey’s Kentuckians now toot- 
jng at country club, with George 
Southall leading. 

More 24-sheets in town than ever. 
Empire, indie, with 40, in lead, but 
Publix and RKO well up. 

Daisy and Violet Hilton, iown’s 
twins, will do a feature for M-G-M, 
tis said here. Now in Noo Yawk. 

Sacks Amusement Enterprises 
ghowing ‘Georgia Rose,’ al) negro 
film, at Strand for two midnit« 
gehows. Lester and Al are trying 
everything. Booked Shakespearean 
Guild locally; have district releases 
on ‘The Parisian,’ British-made film 
starring Menjou and Elisa Landi; 
also ‘Maciste in Hell,’ picturization 
of Dante’s ‘Inferno’ by San Carlos 


KABC—Alamo 


Opera Co. ‘Regeneracion’ and ‘La 
Cantivadora,’ Spanish filmes, being 
booked. 





eet 0. 


No burlesque in sight yet. 

Duke Drukenbrod back home 

Town is without a single night- 
ery. 
Closing of another bank. Three 
in less than a year for this town. 


High school football hearabouts 
feeling depression as are the 
smaller _colleges throughout the 
etate. 

Strand cuts admission prices 
figain; 15-10c for double features 


seven days a week. 
up every day. 

Stage hands and musicians to 
@ponsor dramatic stock at old 
Grand Opera house on cooperative 
basis. Opens s00n. 

Denny Smith doing bulk of the- 
atre commenting for Canton ‘Re- 
pository,’ while Dick Warter sticks 
to. his film reviews. 

Fag sales off plenty as roll your 
own movement grows. Even gals 
using the machines here. Two-cent 
Ohio tax has smokers all peeved. 

Billy Sunday gets rent free at 
Municipal auditorium for five-week 
campaign starting Nov. 1, Attrac- 
tions pay $75 nightly with percent- 
age of gross. 


Standing ’em 





Youngstown 


Where's Jere Amber? 

Stock burlesque in Princess. 

New Park theatre dedicated. 

Some 200 speaks close when mills 
eut 10%. 

Malt stores with wine bricks in 
stock for four years report indiffer- 
ent public. 

Walter Stratton, professional 
strong man and wrestler, sews 
dresses and pieces quilts. 

Hippodrome contract taboos ‘bur- 
lesque’ in advertising and publicity; 
musical comedy is correct. 

Mrs. Jeanette Craver, club woman 
and society leader, first woman 
mayor candidate. Hot political 


campaign, 10 candidates, hurts the- 
atres. 


Canton 


By Rex McConnell 


Billy Sunday due Nov. 1 for five 
Weeks’ war. 

Marquee at the McKinley theatre 
crashes to street. 

Another Canton 
third in six months. 
i Roll your own movement 
impetus as Ohio antes fag 
another two cents per pack. 

Duke Drukenbrod, Ringling side- 
yd exec, home for the winter. 
oannon Players, out four months 
aes r canvass, fail to get off the 
in — the sticks. Tent discarded 

“vor of the opera house. 


bank  blooey, 


gains 
price 





Westport 


By Humphrey Doulens 





ton tian Dinehart’s 
or the Coast. 
tupeaties Hanson Towne has 
urned to New York. 
turne, J0SePh_ Plunketts have 
joe from the coast. 
‘Stronet Johnston commuting to 
. reets of New York.’ 

sei red in the Palace theatre, 
bow +. alk, Ann Harding took a 
Stone  the stage. Miss Harding 
and ee here with James Fraser 

owe ira Gardin Fraser, sculptors 
day, * flew back to the coast Mon- 


mother jeaves 


rée- 


re- 


] 


Actr 








Montgomery 


By Tom Hall 
Little hope of vaude at Grand 
Jack Murphy always on the job. 
Robert Evans joins staff at Strand 
“Pep” Par 
married. 


Powell, electrician 


Richard Kennedy, Par mer., has 
influenza. 

Teddy Grace, singer, doing well at | 
radio station. 

Leon Copeland, of Par staff, un- 


dergoes serious operation, 
Merchants buy bales of cotton in 
efforts to stimulate business. 
Promoters cancel wrestling show. 
Crowds for the last one small. 
‘Red’ Lippman back in home town 
after a long stay in New York. 
3ernard Buckheit, former local 
theatre manager, has job at Colum- 
bia theatre in Bristol, Tenn. 








Queens | 


By Henry Willson 
Gene Buck is getting lots of free 
publicity lately for his 
the ‘Commuter.’ 
Edith Fitzgerald and Robert Ris- 
kin, her husband, contrary to re- 
ports, have not separated. 


writings in 


Walter Hartwig, sponsoring ‘If 
Booth Had Missed,’ used to be the 


director of the Gardens Players. 

Walter Winchell was about three 
years late in his statement that the 
“whole Fred Stone tribe have gone 
Christian Science.” 

Nayan Pierce, a 
ing recently at the Palace, had her 
first name changed by a friend with 
a yen for names that spell back- 
ward. Her brother was named 
Roxor. , 

Cam Shipp, editor of the Forest 
Hills-Kew Gardens ‘Post,’ has 
stopped writing the Post Lamp after 
260 weeks. It was done in the con- 


dancer appear- 





dential fashion and was a high- 
light of the paper. 
By Don Record 
Family theatre showing women 


only film. 

Capitol theatre 
anniversary. 

Robert Berentsen is organist at 
the Auditorium theatre. 

Little theatre running foreign 
films sponsored by local groups. 

Walter Hampden and Fay Bainter 
in ‘Admirable Crichton’ drew best 
crowds of season at the Lyceum. 

Assistant Manager Truman Brizee 
completes 20 weeks as acting man- 
ager with only three in the red. Ex- 
cellent summer showing without 
cooling system. 

Rowland G. Edwards, director, is 
conducting a ‘theatre workshop’ free 
for subscribers of the Auditorium 
Players. Lectures with possibility 
held out of writing and producing a 


play. 
New Orleans 


By O. M. Samuel 


celebrating first 





Club Forest seats 750 now . 

Horace Hougland new mer. Tudor. 

Marjorie Saenger back from visit 
east. 

Charlie Nelson gen. factotum Su- 
burban Gardens. 

George McQueen to m.c. in N. Y. 
for George Olsen. 

Roy Aymond broadcasting. Billed 
as ‘Prof. Specnoodle’ 


Mel Washburn’s ‘Spotlight’ col- 
umn year old. Felicitations. 


Rajah Raboid has rented Tulane 
for current week; $1.50 top. 

The HKoyale Rendezvous now the 
Rendezvous. New proprietress. 

Most legit houses south may stay 


closed all year. Nothing in sight 
from here. 
Little Club closed for good. Its 


former owner now operating small 
restaurant. 

Few silent houses remaining put- 
ting in sound at weekly rental of 
$50 on two-year basis, Smallies. 

Gross of downtown first run 
houses now off $10,000. Last year 
the five were doing around $47,500; 
now about $37,500. 

One of the lesser local gambling 
places netted $49,000 for five weeks’ 
operation, Each of the seven own- 


ers received seven G's. 
Ted Liuzza voted most popular 
radio announcer south by vote of 


Given trophy. Ted gabs from 
Radio ed, ‘Item.’ 


fans. 
WSMB (NBC). 


Steerer Fined $10 
Herman Taber, 28, a cierk of 10 | 
Pomander Walk, was fined $10 in| 
Special Sessions of solic iting people 
to purchase theatre ti kets to the 
‘Vanities.’ p 
He was arrested Sept. 15 in fh 
of the Carroll theatre. 





ont 


— 





St. Louis 


Fritz Kreisler plays annual con- 
cert at Odeon Friday night. 

Richard Lambert here: p.a.’ing and | 
whooping things up for TPROA, 

American Theatre opens season 
with ‘Faylor Holmes in ‘Salt Water.’ 

Dick Powell is the new temporary 
m.c. at Ambassador. Maybe perma- 
nent, 

W. W. Daylor to Kansas City on 
RKO publicity. Formerly at the St. 
Louis. 

George 
swanky 


helping 
Uptown, 


Johnny Peters 
Bowser open 
neighborhood. 

Liberty is calling its stock bur- 
lesque shows by flossy title of mu- 
sical comedy revues. 

Orpheum stock looking for big 
week with ‘Greeks Had a Word, 
Edna Hibbard guest star. 

Nite football again this fall, 
gridiron sport never a rage 
and theatres are worried little. 

Harry Greenman and Milton Har- 
ris wondering what will happen to 
them if other interests than Fox get 
control of the Fox in foreclosure 
sale. 


but 
here 


Omaha 


By Archie J. Baley 





Operators’ wages still on the pan 
here. 

Orph has own studio backstage 
for remote control now. 

Harry Stern’s Victoria 
with internationa] films. 


clicking 


Francis MecGucken, xylophonist, 
wins finals in Orph amateur con- 
test. 


‘Bee-News’ (Hearst) starts news- 
paper-of-air from KOIL, Bill Wise- 
man talking. 

Notre Dame alumni 
for Orph’s showing of 
Notre Dame.’ 

Paramount and Orpheum assist- 


sold tickets 
‘Spirit of 


ing hosts with Chamber cof Com- 
merce to 300 visiting editors of 
state. 


Emmet Lockard, Paramount asst. 
megr., to run Empress at Kearney 
and succeeded by Nevins Lynn of 
former house. 

Omaha Symphony put in _ hole 
when Joslyn Memorial fails to open 
for first concert in November. Post- 
poning a month. 

Who’s wrong. oO. O. MeIntyre 
says Ruth Etting was born in Kan- 
sas but David City, Neb., folk say 
she was born there. 


Lexington, Ky. 


By Charles G. Dickerson 





Danny Connelly, 
dead. 

Galli-Curci opens concert series 
Oct. 30. 

Guignol, town’s smart playhouse, 
opens Nov. 2. 

Ben Greet Players at University 
of Kentucky Oct. 27. 

Town host to Nationa) Foxhunt- 
ers Association early in November. 

Two show houses, Ben Ali and 
Ada Meade, offering musica] tabs 
in addition to pictures. 

Wildcats (Kentucky footballers) 
photographed on White House lawn 
with President Hoover. 

Grandstand at historic trotting 


veteran jockey, 


track burned. Loss $65,000. New 
concrete stand to go up. 
E. R. Bradley’s annua] charity 


race meeting at Idle Hour Farm 
Nov. 11. Netted $27,000 last year. 
University of Kentucky band got 
train ride to Washington to toot for 
football] team. Paraded for sound 
pictures. 
Prince of Wales Cup steeplechase, 





to be raced over cross-country 
course Nov. 12, has 19 horses en- 
tered. Winner gets $5,000 and gold 
cup. 
By M. H. Hammer 

Ernest Links ass’t. mgr. at 
Lowe's. , 

Parson's having tough time on 


eancellations of legit bookings. 

Stock venture of Gotham Players 
only one at present in Connecticut. 

Local theatres start off season 
hoping to appeal to theatregoes 
with extraordinary ballyhoo lobby 
displays. 

Dwight Lyman, scribe on ‘The 
Courant,’ leaving the paper for the 
publicity staff of Claire Tree's 


Major Children’s Theatre produc- 
tions. 

The municipal dance pavilion, 
which admits for one whole even- 
ing at 10c, closing, depriving the} 
drug-store cowboys of a hangout 
for the winter. 

Charles Richards, Isabelle Mc- 
Minn, May Buckley, J. B. Morton, 


reported with Gotham Players to 
appear in one and two night stands 
in various Connecticut towns 


. 


Westchester 





poses in public schools. 


Westchester 
to hold annual confe 
ty center, White Plains, Nov. 6-7. 

Adolph Ochs, publisher of New 
York “Times,” buys 57-acre estate at 
White Plains and will make his 
home there. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Bacon Shaw, 60, 
wife of Albert Shaw, editor of ‘Re- 
view of Reviews,’ died at Hastings- 
on-Hudson. 

County theatres booking benefits. 
Usual deal is for organization to 
pay 20 cents a seat for capacity of 
house with program repeated. once. 

Murray Levine, Fox Films, Bronx, 
sues John L. Werner, Rye, for 
$50,000, alleging the defendant stole 
affections of his wife, Jean Augusta 
Levine. 


Drama Association 
rence at Coun- 


griarcliff Lodge, largest hotel in 
Westchester, in hands of receiver. 
Chauncey Depew Steele, former 


manager, authorized to wind up its 
affairs by Oct. 30. 

Messmore Kendall is a member 
of the Dobbs Ferry volunteer fire 
department and last night (26) 50 
brother vamps and their fraus were 


his guests at his new show at the 
300th, Manhattan. 





- 
San Diego 
By Lon J. Smith 

Cliff Chellew managing Fox 3,000- 
seater. 

Mission 
second run. 

Douglas Nite Club (colored) get- 
ting good play. 

Balboa, dark for nearly two years, 
cleaning up at 15 cents. 

Virginia Brissac returning to Sa- 
voy in ‘Eternal Magdalene.’ 

Terry McDaniel city manager for 
all Fox houses in San Diego. 

J. D. L’Esperance made _ super- 
visor of three suburban Fox houses. 

Liberty plugging along with only 
six runway girls in bit-and-number 
burlesque. 

Stage shows and orchestra out at 
Fox and prices cut from 65 to 50 
cents. Business good. 

H. L. Hartman, southern division 
manager for Fox, recently celebrated 
his wedding anniversary. 

Robert Cannon, formerly manager 
of Fox Orpheum here, switched to 
Fox California at Pomona. George 
Christoffers handling Orpheum. 


> 


now first run, Superba 





E. W. Goldthorpe has resumed 
Little Theatre in Mt. Vernon ‘Ar- 
gus’. 

Ban placed on come-hither girls | 
working along Wesichester park 
ways. 

New Rochelle considers installa- 
tion of talkers for educational pur- 


| 
| 
| 





week. 

Warner theatre giving 
shows. 

Friday night footbali games cut- 
ting in. 

Erie never observed Blue Laws. 
Has always had Sunday pictures. 


up stage 


Civic opera here. John Charles 
Thomas went big at first concert. 

Tex Guinan here a week ago. 
Didn't click. Played dance hall at 
Summer Park. 

Tom Sterrett, columnist, got out 
own weekly, but it’s about to fold. 
He's in poor heaith. 

Mike Donlin came from this town 
and manager exploits his name 
whenever he’s in film. 

Johnny Harris, Warner g.m. from 
Pittsburgh, here last week and 


somebody saw him smoke a cigar- 
ette, 

Victor Weschler, 
erator of Colonial, to wed Barbara 
Hammond, librarian at Halle Bros. 
(Cleveland store) branch here. 

Sport crowd hopes that Havey 
Boyle, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
sport columnist, gets reappointed to 
old job as boxing commissioner. 
Governor Pinchot gave the gate to 
the other fellow, 

Plenty of liquor, all varieties, Ca- 
nadian ale and beer here but at 
$1.50 a quart and Canada only 
across the Lake. Town went for 
Al. Smith and voted against pres- 
ent dry governor. 


~ Baffalo 


By Sidney Burton 


owner and op- 





Irv Fox m.c’ing at Trianon ball- 
room. 

John 
Street. 

Professional Players’ 
Teck quiet. 

Lafayette celebrating first anni- 
versary week. 

George H. MacKenna back on the 
job at Lafayette. 

Thurston approaching Rudy Val- 
lee house record at Buffalo. 

Serials and westerns coming back 
as features in downtown first-run 
houses, 

James Hall 
Buffalo as 
trouble. 

Charlie.Hayman due to take hack 
Cataract and Strand theatres, 
Niagara Falls, from Fox. 

‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ special 
midnight showing at Great Lakes 
with cut for Rockne Memorial Fund. 

Happy Hour reopened at Em- 
bassy, 300-seat 10 and 15 cent Main 
street drop-in. Ed Altman operat- 
ing. 

Shuberts sending in Al Jolson at 
Teck to offset Maude Adams and 
Otis Skinner in ‘Merchant of Venice’ 
Nov. 9. 

Theatre Guild drive for member- 
ship completed with five produc- 
tions announced. First at the Er- 
langer for three days last week. 
Split with Cincinnati, 


Stevens managing Court 


season at 


failed to appear at 
scheduled. Contract 
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NEW YORK THEATRES 








FRED & ADELE 


ASTAIRE MORGAN 
HELEN TILLY 
BRODERICK LOSCH 
i 


The BAND WAGON 


THE PERFECT REVUE 
New Amsterdam,W.42 St. Evs.8.30. Mts.Wed.,Sat. 


GILBERT MILLER present« 


PAYMENT DEFERRED 


A new play by Jeffrey Dell 
with CHARLES LAUGHTON 
“The most remarkable charaeter actor 
New York has been privileged to see in 
years.”"—John Mason Brown, Eve. Post. 
LYCEUM THEATRE, 45 St., FE. of B’y. 
Evgs. 8:30. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:30. 
FIRST BALCONY SEATS, $1.50 to $2. 

SECOND BALCONY SEATS AT 50c 





THE SEX FABLE 


A Comedy by EDOUARD BOURDET 
ith 


wit 
MRS. PATRICK CAMPBELL 
RONALD SQUIRE 

“Finely cast and beautifally produced. 
Shocking and sophisticated in the mod- 
ern mood.’’—Robert Garland, World Tele- 
gram. 

HENRY MILLER’'S Thea., 124 W. 43 St. 
Eve. 8.30. Sharp. Mate. Thurs. & Sat., 2.30 


A REAL HIT! 


A Church Mouse 


with BERT LYTELL, RUTH GORDON 
PLAYHOUSE 48th, E. of B'way. 
Evenings, 8.45. 
Evs. Best Seats $3. Mats. Wed., Sat., 2.30 
STANDING ROOM NIGHTLY 















YTV TL Sees 
LEW AYRES in 


” 
“Spirit of Notre Dame 
SALLY BLANE—WM. BAKEWELL 
Four Horsemen 
and FRANK CARIDCO 


PALACE ii). %i.i:. 
BERT LAHE 
NICK LUCAS 

BORRAM MINEVITCH 

EDDIE CONRAD 
NORMA TERRIS 


5844, ST Bt. Lexington & 34 Ave. 
. * tha m te tt p.m 
Wedaceday te Friday, Oct. 28-30 


SMART WOMAN 


MARY ASTOR—ROBT. AMES 


MEN OF THE SKY 
with IRENE DELROY 
EE ——_— 
| 86:1. ST. Cor. Lexington Ave. 


Wednesday to Friday, Oct 28-30 


SMART WOMAN 


MARY ASTOR—RO BT. AMES 


LUCKY MELLINDER 
and Co. of 18 People 



















Bway. 
2:30. 





















<7 A0th St. @ Ith ave. 
The World's Theatre 





THE CISCO KID 


with WARNER BAXTER 
EDMUND LOWE 
Conchita Montenegro | 
On the Stage—“DAYS OF °49° i 
Roxyettes— Singing Envemble—Bailet—Orclustra | 


Beginning Friday—''The Yellow Ticket’’ with | 





throughout the winter. 


Elissa Landi and Lionel Barrymere 


2ND WEEK 


GRETA GARBO 


and CLARK GABLE 
*™ “SUSAN LENOX” 


“Her Fall and Rise” 
with JEAN HERSHOLT 
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Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Cagey on Style Tips 
‘When a French couturier comes 
to the States, he’s got to be mighty 
careful what he says. Everywhere 
he goes’ he's trailed by stylists hun- 
gering for just a word, some cryptic 
hint, only a breath of prophecy, 
about what ‘they’ will wear next 
season. To American stylists a Pa- 
risian designer’s utterances are not 
mortal words. So when M. Lucien 
Lelong agreed to be present at a 
luncheon meeting of The Fashion 
Group Oct. 22, Sherry’s walls were 
nearly pushed outward by the crush. 
The oracle had consented to answer 
questions, and women are splendid 
question askers. 

After they had eaten their chicken 
a la king, M. Lelong arose from the 
speaker's table and fooled them. A 
daisy, he wouldn't tell. Gladly he 
spoke in fashion generalities, but 
about his models for next season he 
wouldn't talk. He knew better than 
to give the American manufacturers 
a chance to anticipate the next dic- 
tates of Paris. They could find out 
all about his next collection when it 
was next collection time. He really 
didn’t know what his next collection 
would be, he said, and the ladies 
had to be content. 

If they could eke any fashion 
news out of his statement that ‘The 
chic woman has no nationality,’ very 
well, lk: them. Or that make-up is 
@ personal matter. Make-up should 
suit the individual and not the cos- 
tume. Daytime and evening make- 
ups are not the same. Evening 
make-up is brighter, stronger. 

Suntans were not so much in evi- 
dence at the Lido this summer as 
formerly. Heavy, exotic perfumes 
are quaint and dated today. Fresh, 
floral odors have superseded them. 
Women should look as slender as 
M. Lelong designs his 
clothes for the modern woman and 
looks to the future for inspiration. 
Flannel is a most appropriate ma- 
terial for sportswear. Paris is going 
to use a lot of cotton, disguised as 
other fabrics, for summer wear. 
There is a need for a new type of 
dress which he calls the End-of- 
the-Day dress, a hybrid of a dinner 
dress and a very formal afternoon 
dress. Such a costume is just right 
for Madame when her husband does 
not want to don his dinner jacket, 
but Madame wants to look dressed 
up. 

M. Lelong advises a three-quarter 
length coat with such a dress. 

These were the secrets M. Lelong 
so charmingly revealed. They 
weren't -xactly news to The Fashion 
Group, but, after all, it was M. 
Lucien Lelong himself talking, a 
name as fraught with excitement to 
. stylist as Garbo is to a picture 

an, 





Mimic Dramatizes Herself 

As she listened to the gleeful ap- 
precia ion that greeted her mimicry 
at the Palace last week, Norma 
Terris decided. that her own be- 
haviour really ought to be more im- 
pressive. Since it is her especial 
talent to be able to transform her- 
self into any sort of identity she 
wishes, Miss Terris went_to work 
on her own personality. Now she 
has it clearly in mind, and this 
week she is giving, between im- 
personations, her interpretation of 
the complete artiste indeed. 

Last week her costume was a 
dress that anybody, provided she 
had good taste, might wear, but no- 
body except an artiste, a sensitive, 
profound soul, would have the 
spirituality to think up the black 
velvet costume in which Miss Ter- 
ris’s pliant petiteness is encased for 
this, her second Palace week. 
Bernhardt might have worn it, or 
perhaps Duse, but no one of lesser 
stature. It is a costume that knows 
no boundaries of time or nation- 
ality. A princesse sheath to en- 
fold the body, long, tight sleeves 
to call attention to expressive white 
hands, high bateau necklines to set 


te off a delicate white throat, a little 


train to follow gracefully slender 
ankles. No jewels, no ornament to 
relieve its tragic black starkness. 
So deeply does Miss Terris believe 
that this costume is the perfect ex- 
pression of her art that she wears 
its exact replica in white satin for 
her bit of gracious, very gracious, 
clowning with Bert Lahr. 

Having settled the problem of 
just the properly significant cos- 
tume, Miss Terris augments it with 
even more beautiful, dewy gratitude 
for her audience’s response. Cul- 
ture, refinement, humility, largesse, 
all fight for recognition when she 
gives off the radiance of her bows. 
All in all, it is a little surprising to 


find such delicate gentility knocking 
about in the earthy reality of a 
vaudeville theatre, and surprising, 
too, to hear a query as popular with 
the rabble as ‘Could you stafid an- 
other? issue from such sensitive 
lips. 

Betty Jane Cooper and Marion 
Eddy complete the feminine con- 
tingent on the bill, happy to be at 
the Palace and working with 
straightforward zest. Miss Cooper's 
dancing feet are precise and nimble. 
She appears first in white chiffon 
with a blue velvet, white fur-trim- 
med jacket and matching velvet 
turban, and then discards for each 
succeeding number some part of 
her costume until only white chiffon 
leotards and the turban remain. 
Miss Eddy’s Junoesque figure is 
draped in pale green satin diagon- 
ally seamed, and hung’. with 
bright red costume jewelry which 
matches her large red handkerchief 
but wars with the rich auburn color 
of her hair. Her matter of fact 
attitude toward her partner, Eddie 
Conrad's mad antics, is of in- 
valuable aid to their effect. 





La Damita Turns Calm 
Since lately it’s languor the fans 
seem to like in their foreign film 
stars, Lily Damita has changed her 
former gusty style into one closely 
akin to sleep walking. As ‘The 


Woman Between’ (Paramount), she 


suffers with the unblinking eyes of 
a somnambulist; she talks in the 
halting, wracked manner common 
to mediums when they're in a 
trance. The camera comes close to 
her whenever it’s time for her to 
have her little say, trying to dis- 
guise the inanities of her speeches 
by giving them close-up import- 
ance. But their silliness triumphs 
anyway. No matter how tensely 
absurdities are uttered, they’re still 
absurdities, maybe more so. 

Miss Damita is married to a 
quavering old man, not for his 
money, but because she really loves 
him. She runs a dressmaking shop 
to prove it. Every one in the pic- 
ture says it’s the smartest shop in 
town, but the only support the 
screen gives their statement is its 
violently modernistic decoration. 
Miss Damita'’s personal wardrobe 
would surely discourage trade. She 
wears a black tailored suit with a 
large white floppy straw hat and 
flings a pair of silver foxes around 
her neck to bedevil the brim of her 
chapeau. When at last her hus- 
band’s friends agree to meet her 
socially in his grandiosely stuffy 
marble halls, she chooses a cos- 
tume of black sequins for the oc- 
casion, adhering snugly to her 
svelte figure in the manner of the 
gaudy clothes worn by entertain- 
ers in the California Gold Rush 
saloons.. Long black gloves and 
tulle about her throat give it that 
Continental dash. In deshabille 
she pulls her hair over her eyes to 
indicate tender yielding, and goes 
about sultry but always misunder- 
stood. 

Miriam Seegar, her stepdaughter, 
resents Miss Damita bitterly. Her 
whole role is given over to burn- 
ing against the interloper, which 
she does very sincerely and con- 
vincingly. She would like her 
brother to marry her friend Anita 
Louise, which any sensible man 
would surely want to do as soon as 
Miss Louise grows up. At present 
she has all the fresh appeal of 
adolescence, pretty, sweet, and 
wholesome. Blanche Frederici plays 
Miss Louise’s mother in her char- 
acteristically forceful and heavily 
registering way. 





A Western Deluxe 

The west of the westerns knows 
about just two kinds of women the 
schoolmarm lady rancher classifica- 
tion and the dance hall girl. ‘The 
Cisco Kid’ (Roxy) gives you both, 
but then it is a tale as thoroughly 
familiar with the traditions of the 
picture west as it is generous about 
including them. Nothing remarkable 
anywhere except the generous way 
it's mounted. 

‘The Cisco Kid's’ dance hall girl, 
Conchita Montenegro, is fought over 
in a large and spacious dance hali 
with double-tiered boxes, a stage 
that looks like a Currier & Ives, oil 
lamp footlights and an excellent or- 
chestra. She’s a gentle little thing 
for all the rigors of her occupation. 
Nothing makes her so happy as to 
sit barelegged in her rooms listen- 
ing to a Spanish record on her 
phonograph. 

She knows how to wear a som- 
brero, how to adjust the low decol- 
letages of her costumes to their 














Did You Know That— 





Vivienne Segal now has 
dark auburn tresses, and very 
nice, too...Lois Moran is in 
town looking for a play to do 
between pictures...Fowler and 
Tamara will dance the winter 
months away in Cuba... 
Madeline Cameron and Billy 
Gaxton are sporting swell 
coats of tan, fresh from Ber- 
muda...Myrtle Glass (Conlin 
and Glass) has retired from 
the stage and Jimmy Conlin 
will devote his energies to writ- 
ing...George Murphy gets 
paid each week even though 
Paul Frawley plays that role 
in the Peter Arno show... 
Jeannette MacDonald came 
back from, Europe with a 
sheep dog, a kitten and trunks 
full of Paris clothes...ice 
cubes made of ginger ale are 
very tricky for highballs... 
Al Seigals new protege, Lillian 
Shade, is causing plenty of 
comment around town...they 
. say Harry Faber has a peach 
of a new find, too, in Mar- 
jorie Sates...Odette Myrtil is 
heavier this season...Irene 
Mayer's emerald green tweed 
costume striped in red yellow 
and black was very chic as 
she strolled down Madison 
Ave....Doris Carson has de- 
veloped into an _ excellent 
comedienne in “The Cat and 
the Fiddle”..Bettina Hall's 
gowns, in that show, with the 
exception of a lovely white 
chiffon, are dark and rather 
nondescript and do nothing to 
enhance her soft charm... 
Barbara Bennett wore a lus- 
cious wine colored velvet at 
the Mayfair Saturday night... 
Louis Brooks also was strik- 
ing in red _ velvet...Miriam 
Hopkins, as usual, was ex- 
quisite in a sapphire blue 
sequin thing which set off her 
pretty blonde curls...Jack 
Barry claims one reason for 
Kate Smith’s 10 weeks at the 
Palace was because it takes a 
long time for that moon to get 
over the mountain. 











most impressive line, how to flash 
her even, white teeth in a brilliant 
smile, how to send alluring glances 
from under the long lashes of her 
soft brown eyes. Miss Montenegro 
ig a new Latin charmer with all the 
clear-cut beauty of her sisters and a 
special sweetness of her own. 

Nora Lane is the lady rancher. 
She, too, is something extra special 
in a western. She is completely 
good and wholesome without being 
a bore. The charm of health and 
contentment with nothing prissy 
about it to stir resentment. Youth 
accentuated by the old-fashioned 
high-necked calicos of the period. 





Roxy’s Idealized Sin 

The Roxy stage show, ‘Days of 
’49’ prepares the audience nicely for 
the sentimentalized Western gla- 
mour of its feature picture, ‘The 
Cisco Kid. Stage show and pic- 
ture join in showing a West 
abounding in romantic good be- 
haviour, though the stage show's 
belief in the fine character pe- 
culiar to all inhabitants of the old 
West is even greater, if possible, 
than the picture’s. The Roxy is 
always one for looking on _ the 
sunny side of life, bless it. 

Compelled to face the fact that 
there are such things as saloons in 
Tia Juana, the Roxy knows just 
how to handle the situation. In 
place of bottles of the Demon Rum 
behind its Tia Juana bar, the Roxy 
has installed a trampoline upon 
which the bartenders can disport 
themselves instead of serving brew 
of the devil. - There are the usual 
lady saloon frequenters, of course, 
but they only sing. Zanou and Kaz, 
fiery Mexican dancers, give to the 
decorous proceedings its most 
wicked moment when in the course 
of their sinuous dancing, they get 
a hate on one another and resort 
to a whip and a dagger to strip 
attractive rufiled costumes off each 
other. Sturdy foundation garments 
remain, however. 

The Roxyettes find Tia Juana a 
splendid locale for their famous 
Stetson routine, which they execute 
with customary precision in yel- 
low satin blouses, chaps that look 
like brown leather in front and are 
blue in back so that when the 
Roxyettes turn, the effectiveness of 
their prancing is heightened by 
color contrast. 

Despite the really decent way the 
Roxy's Tia Juana saloon ig con- 
ducted, it is still thought best to 
let it go up in flames anyway. It 
is a saloon ,after all, se it burns for 





ing clothes. 


————— 


Hollywood Chinning 


By Grace Green 





Hollywood, Oct. 24. 


when the 
Judge, prospective Radio starlet. 
The groom is a director on the Ra- 
dio lot. 

Wedding was at high noon with 
Bert and Bernice Wheeler attend- 
ing; also Skeets Gallagher and 
wife, Sally Eilers, Hoot Gibson, 
Buster Keaton, Monte Blue, Laura 
LaPlante, Buster Collier, Marie 
Prevost, Richard Dix, Willlam A. 
Leiter and Betty Compson among 
others. 

Another romance which drew a 
lot of attention the past week was 
the supposedly secret marriage of 
Mary Astor to Dr. Franklyn 
Thorpe. A few friends knew of the 
attachment for some time and also 
the date of the ceremony, but, for 





the finale, while some beautiful 
horses, attended by a golden In- 
dian, gallop on a treadmill as some 
sort of significant vision through 
the smoke. 





Weak on Femme Class 
A Junior Prom at Notre Dame 
should leave the local girls quite 
calm, if the sample in ‘The Spirit 
of Notre Dame’ (Mayfair) shows 
the real inside. A girl might even 
consider a bid to a Notre Dame hop 
more as no compliment, so odd are 
the specimens of femininity who 
make the picture’s Junior Prom. It 
doesn’t so much matter that the 
football team looks strained and 
uncomfortable in their formal danc- 
They are just great, 


big athletic he-men at heart, but 


one would think, with all the fame 
and glory that is theirs they should 
draw the very 
prom trotters instead of the dizzy, 


flower of collegiate 


dazzled, terribly-grateful-for-the- 
bid dames invited to provide com- 


edy for the picture. 


Perhaps because they devote al 
their thought and energy to their 
football prowess, the men of Notre 
Dame have scant opportunity to 
check up on what's what in femin- 
inity. Perhaps other universities 
are able to attract more decorative 
womanhood because their football 
practice is less exhausting and per- 
mits more time for developing a 
sensitive appreciation for the gals. 
Evidently a college man can be 
either a football player or a judge 
of girlish charm—not both. Of all 
the maids who dance hopefully by 
‘The Spirit of Notre Dame's’ shy 
and ill at ease stagline, only Sally 
Blane could rate a bid to any other 
campus. Even she lacks a line that 
would bear up properly, but then 
she has a short white ermine cape 
which suffices for a grand exit. 





Femme Styles at State 

It’s no easy task for a woman sin- 
gie to go on second at the State and 
rouse the house. The State awakens 
slowly; not until the third act has 
completed its turn does the audience 
reach an appreciable degree of re- 
ceptivity. Dolly Kay does what she 
can in her early spot. She’s more 
successful than most of the women 
alloted a similar position, for her 
voice has the necessary volume and 
her delivery is down to earth. She 
looks slim and modish in a black 
satin dress and short black velvet 
jacket with while ermine cuffs. Al- 
though there are two pianos upon 
which she might drape it, Miss Kay 
does not take off her jacket; and her 
large chiffon handkerchief is black 
instead of contrasting with her cos- 
tume, two unique and praiseworthy 
items for a woman single. 

Patti Moore's comedy is chiefly 
concerned with throwing her der- 
riere out of joint, a type of humor 
of which the State is very fond, 
Miss Moore’s white satin sports 
dress with a green #@1d white polka 
dotted scarf collar and facing for 
the slit in her skirt has a pleasant 
freshness. The two girls in the act, 
garbed in white satin middies and 
nn are fortunately costumed as 
well. 

Billee Maye (Roye and Maye) can 
do wonders with her ankles while 
perched on her toes. Her burlesque 
soprano-ballet-dancer number is an 
amusing novelty deftly executed to 
enthusiastic response. The brunet 
dancer in her act has a costume that 
is the ultimate in mesh, Long 
sleeved leotard tights in an all over 
large square mesh material, with a 
white ostrich peacock train attached, 
shows the women in the audience 
the danger of mesh on legs any less 





than perfect, 


Charlie Ruggles was best man 
for his brother, Wesley Ruggles, 
latter married Arline 


| once, kept it 


serie’ quiet over quite 9 





Dominos’ Whoopee 

The Dominos’ first Revel in their 
new clubhouse was well attended, 
This is the women’s theatrical or 
ganization and the girls worked 
hard to put it over headed py Mrs, 
Mary Forbes and Jo Wallace, 

Buffet supper followed an elab. 
orate show which included Zelma, 
O'Neil, Charlotte Greenwood, Mrs, 
Robert Montgomery, Phyllis - Med. 
bury, Mrs. Richard Arlen, Grace 
Stafford, Cecil Cunningham, Mrs, 
William Beaudine, Helen Bolton, 
Marguerite Churchill, Evelyn Mc- 
Leod, Mrs. Pat O'Brien, Eleanor 
O'Reilly, Maude Eburne, Angie 
Nicholson and many, many others, 





Zat Naughtee Lover 
Maurice Chevalier drove lots of 
the girls cuhrrrazy with hig 
naughty manner of singing ‘Val. 
entina.” Personally ‘Zat Naughtee 
Lover,’ as the Paramount bills him, 
was somewhat disappointing, 

He drew out all the women in 
L. A. the opening matinee. Never 
were such crowds at this houga, 
Rest of the stage show, with an 
elaborate presentation, was colors 
ful and novel. 





Roadhouse Nite 
Jack Crawford, who looks like 
Paul Whiteman, and his capable 
orchestra, was the occasion of an- 
other special night at George Ol. 


son’s, now Joe Lewis’ Cuiver City 
roadhouse. With almost every other 
hotel and cafe complaining about 
business, the turn-out wasn't at all 
bad, 

Not many celebs in a dressed-up 
sense, but a live professional crowd 
very informal and congenial. 

Rert Wheeler obliged, as also Lou 
Clayton, Charlie Judels, Georgie 
Raft, James Dunn and Hal Shere 
man, with Li- bride looking on. 

Others present were Mollie 
O'Day, wearing very full-trousered 
black velvet pajamas with a varied 
colored top; the Louie Coheng en- 
tertained a party; Bill Boyd came 
late; Josephine Dunn looked smart 
in a black wool crepe dress with a 
tiny white collar; Marjorie White 
was attired in a good looking ma- 
roon velvet dress with a matching 
new beret with the side band 
through which her blonde tresses 
showed nicely; Mushky Callahan 
danced with Dorothy Ross, the lat- 
ter, by the way, is looking splendid 
and counting the days until she 
leaves for New York. 





Ex-Gigolos 

Ambassador hotel is taking ¢labo- 
rete pains to take the gigolo curse 
off its professional tango dancing 
partners. When the tango teas first 
started, the hotel thought it might 
be continental to let the gigolo idea 
get out. Probably under the im- 


now it 
mind. 


has evidently changed its 


Chit-Chat 

‘The Private Life of Greta Garbo’ 
is rather disappointing. Isn’t much 
privacy to it. Only thing it does is 
to create a yen for some Swedish 
hors d’ouevre, called Smorgasbord. 

Vivian Duncan and her husband, 
Nils Asther, attracted much atten- 
tion at Levy’s for luncheon. 

Dorothy Mackaill looks 
driving her 16 cylinders. 

Phyllis Medbury lonesome for het 
Johnny, who is expected back soon. 

Margaret Kolker commuting to 
Laguna to see friend hubby, who is 
collaborating on a play. Dor 
Caesar also at that resort. 

Sylvia Sidney is growing slightly 
plump. 

Wynne Gibson sporting 4 smart 
tan coat with natural blue fox col- 
lar and cuffs. 

Ask Bill Pearlberg about his rou- 
lette system. lulu 
Lil Sloane may go to Honolll 
this time instead of New York. 4 

Everybody kidding Charlie Fel ; 
man, the Hollywood lawyer, abe 
Raquel Torres’ supposed eastern ro 
mance. Charlie and Raq are one ° 
the real Hollywood romances. 2 

Another attorney, Milton Golde 
and Mary Philbin are also 
watched interestedly. 

Lou Clayton and Jack 
lonesome now that Jimmie 


Harvey 
Durante 


is trying to catch fish up north. 
Everybody to Frisco 
U. Ss. C. game. a 
Ralph Farnum back on the boule 


for the Cal- 





vard. 
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15 YEARS AGO 


‘Clipper’) 





(From ‘Variety’ and 


Plans were announced for a big 
film distributing co. to be formed by 
Keith interests, and cover entire 
country. Keiths then controlled 
about 200 booking days. Another 
dream still unrealized. 


White Rats were advertising that 
after Nov 1 they would exercise 
the right conferred upon them by 
the constitution of the U. S., the 
constitution of the Federation of 
Labor and their own constitution 
and refuse work on any bill with 
non-Rats. 


Details announced’ of a new 
$1,000,000 theatre on ®B’way, just 
north of 49th street. To be built 
by G. M. Hecksher and other down- 
town money, and run by Roxy. Ap- 
proximately where the Rivoli now 


stands. 


Stanley Mastbaum had leased the 
Broadway for a reputed annual 
rental of $70,000. To open with 
‘War Brides.’ 


Proposed merger of Paramount, 
Triangle and Metro was finally off. 
Could not agree on the details or 
head. 


Palace theatre went up to $2 top, 
which ‘Clipper’ called ‘a price al- 
most unique in the history of New 
York vaudeville.’ First 10 rows at 
that price and then $1.50, the for- 
mer top. 


Provincetown players were about 
to open their first season in New 
York. Only two salaries to pay and 
figured on 20 weeks. 


Picture theatres asking that the 
law be changed to permit standees 
in houses under 600 capacity. 


Novelty theatre, Brooklyn, was to 
be razed to make room for an 
apartment house. Had been open 
€5 years and housed all the old-time 
stars before going vaude. 


30 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 








Announced that Constantin Stern- 
berg played the piano ‘in the Rus- 
sian language’ at a concert at the 
old Thalia theatre. 





Audran rechristened his new 
opera ‘The Grand Mogul or The 
Snake Charmer.’ No electric lights 





on the marquees in those days. 
Strong for dual titles. 
Saalfield, who was paying a 


Broadway rent to sell sheet music 
at Bowery prices, about to go back 
to the Bowery. At one time he was 
selling pop hits for 6¢ in regular 
sheet music form. 





Tony Pastor, who had ehanged 
widresses several times, opened his 
rg theatre Oct. 24. This was in 
on Tammany Hall building, next 
Cor to the Academy of Music on 


lith street. He was still there 20 
years later. 





i, Daly went spectacular 
inline, ng two or three’ mounted 
~ as and a pack of hounds in 
leb oar show, ‘Royal Youth.’ 
=< ell was a member of the 
later mea So was Lavra Joyce, 
nown as Laura Joyce Bell. 

ates ven Seaseinee the mechanism 

then = stage at the Park, 
tables ‘“ 1eTS were four turn- 
each ene, the Wings, one wing to 
care of 2 while three tables took 
The on 1€ sectional back drops. 
chide ted were deep enough to in- 
ables comme furniture while the wing 
chair <a bring on a sofa or a 
the Chirpet _were carpeted to match 
The aan in the centre of the stage. 
off, non carpet could be pulled 
2 roller oe needed, by means of 
ings Sete & back of the foots. Ceil- 
Means of inged and taken up by 
he denter. rod running through 
could b - A change of scene 

© effected in one minute. 


‘C] ipper’ 





inside Stufl—Pictures 


(Continued from page 21) 


structed lost out when they failed to properly inquire about qualifica- 
tions needed to obtain permit. 

Those qualifications were specific that whoever operated had to be a 
resident of Boulder City because the Government felt none other could 
give it proper attention. None of the chains applying made that requisite 
although they could have done this through certain investigation and 
tied in with a native as manager. That would have been okay. 


Connection of Baron Valentinn Mandelstamm with the studios, un- 
known to most Hollywood people, is as a special envoy of the French 
government and also as a supervisor of technical details in stories having 
French scenes. The baron has a joint contract with Metro, Warners 
and Paramount in which he acts as political advisor on matters which 
might affect these studios in their relations with the French government. 
He has held this contract three years. 


Baron Mandelstamm also works for other studios, being paid by the 
job. 





Pass system at the $2 Astor, New York, where Metro’s ‘Guardsman’ 
is current, has been reduced so that the box office sheet shows a 100% 
cash sale at every performance. 

Whoever issues a pass for the Astor must accompany it with a check 
for the full amount of the cost of the tickets it calls for. That check 
goes to the box office whether the tickets are taken out at the same time 
or given when pass is presented. Courtesy extensions may be charged 
up on expense accounts for the various departments represented. 


Metro almost got all the New York agents excited last week when 
sending out an order for two actors, one male and one female. When 
details came in, it developed what Metro wanted was a ‘French Norma 
Shearer and Clark Gable’, Details went on to say both must be the 
same general build as the American stars, the same general appearance 
and speak Parisian ‘French perfectly without an accent. Also they 
wanted the actors found in New York and within three days. 

They didn’t get the two actors. 


An independent picture production company which gets first runs in 
the key cities through one of the major circuits recently took a verbal 
calidown from an official of the circuit about quality of the product. At 
the preview of the company’s latest pictures the heavy is called ‘Joe 
Plunkett, the Squealer.’ 

Idea came to the producer from a similar incident at another studio, 
where a director using an insert of the register in a questionable hotel 
had the names of a supervisor and another studio official written on the 
page directly above the name of the character used in the picture. 





Harold Franklin’s personal contract with Paramount to operate the 
Paramount and United Artists theatres in Los Angeles, called for each 
of the parties to contribute $25,000 to the capital stock of $50,000 of the 
operating company. Franklin receives $500 weekly for taking charge of 
the U. A. house, and $300 weekly for the Paramount. After all expenses 
are deducted, including Franklin’s salaries, Par and Franklin divide the 
net 50-50. 

A side benefit to Paramount is better rentals. 


Information in New York is that Charlie MacArthur enriched himself 
by $150,000 for adapting ‘The Sin of Madelon Claudet’, Metro’s new title 
for ‘Lullaby’, Edward Knoblock play. It is an unprecedented amount if 
true. 

MacArthur is understood to have originally suggested to Irving Thal- 
berg that he’d like to tackle ‘Lullaby’, He also made final changes in 
the story. 

Helen Hayes, Mrs. MacArthur, is the star of ‘Sin’. 


Theatre managers have a funny prejudice against the use of the word 
‘pass’ and the home offices go them one better. Passes mount up when 
reported from a string of houses and look like so much lost money, so 
to ease the headache Paramount started the use of ‘guest ticket.’ Same 
thing, but listened better. Now the Fox outfit tops this with ‘invitation.’ 
Eases them in just the same, but it sounds better when the big bosses 
read, 





The Academy’s report on standardization of aperture size at the 3 by 
4 proportion will be delivered to all coast studios in the next few days. 
Three different aperture are now in use, many of the studios using all 
for different purposes. These are the full frame and the reduced pro- 
portion, both in 3 by 4, and the Movietone 5 by 6. 

Studio execs and technicians will study the specifications as drawn 
up by the Academy, the matter of adoption to come up later. 





Pathe News is canvassing all RKO house managers and assistants 
with a questionnaire on Pathe quality and chances for improvement. 

Managers are asked to state if in their opinion Pathe News is as good 
or better at present as compared to around January, 1931, before RKO 
took over Pathe. 

The sheet asks for suggestions and also opinion of managers as to 
how Pathe compares with other news reels. 


— 





Newsreels, especially, are feeling the weight of the film industry’s 
active participation in the nation’s campaign for unemployment. Nearly 
every outside Jeader or group feels that it should have a part of its 
functions filmed for public record. Result is that the reels are being 
swamped with requests for space. 

Hays ruling on this is proving an alleviation. It provides that one clip 
on the unemployment subject per issue is maximum, 





RKO-Pathe has set a general release date of Thanksgiving day for 
‘Suicide Fleet’, its one special of the year. 

Company decided to special the picture and withdraw it as a William 
3oyd starrer on the group selling program, after lamping the early 
scenes of naval warfare, which were taken in co-operation with the 
government, 

Members of the agents’ association in Hollywood are behaving partic- 
ularly nice to agents they'd like to have in with them, but who can’t see 
it. One holder-out who had a run-in over a client with an official of 
the organization, received peace offerings in the form of severa}! people 
referred to him by one of the memoers. 

He took on the people, but still can't see the association, 

Metro’s ‘The Guardsman’ was not an expensive production, It was 
completed within the normai five weeks and the sets used were repaints. 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne are said to have drawn $70,000 for 
their ‘Guardsman’ work. Pair haven't signed yet for another Metro film 
which won’t be made, if at ail, until next summer. it is said the Lunt- 
Fontanne stage contract with the Theatre Guild has one year more to go. 





How an actress can flop among her own people and hit with a foreign 
audience bas been demonstrated by Conchita Montenegro. She drew 





Inside Stuff—Vaude 


Although papers have been signed between RKO and the owners of 
the Grand opera house, 8th avenue and 23rd. street, New York, it is 
reported completion of the project depends on financing by the opera 
house owners. The theatre will net be erected by RKO but they will 
take four new walls and equip it. Lease to run 21 years. 

There is said to be a time limit for the present owners to gather 
financing for the new construction. If the limit passes with no results 
the dea] is off ral times the negotiations have been stopped due 
to demands of RKO in construction ideas net compatible with the ideas 
of the owners. The new construction-equipment agreement is satis- 
factory to both parties contingent on results of financing. 





Serve 
seve 


Tom Mayo Geary wants such part of the world as may be interested 
to know that he is not dead. Ever since the death of his former partner, 
Harry Breen, the report has cropped up now and then that Geary also 
had passed on. 

Geary did not pay much attention to these rumors until a couple of 
weeks ago advertisements appeared in New York and Chicago papers 
asking for information as to the nearest relatives of the late T. Mayo 
Geary. Tom wrote the advertiser that he is not late and is his own 
nearest relative, but has had no reply. 

Tom has been out of the music business for some time and has done 
no writing other than advertising. He is in Towanda, Pa., until after 
Thanksgiving. 


Efforts are afoot by several prominent colored professionals to have 
a tablet or monument placed on the grave of the Florence Mills 
with the funds remaining from the benefits staged for the Mills Memorial 
Fund, 

If the crave decoration goes through it will likely result in the dis- 
bandment of the fund committee. It has been trying for some time to 
make possible a permanent home for indigent and penniless actors, to 
be known as the Florence Mills Home. 


In? 
ate 


In gathering freaks for the picture with freaks Metro is making, Ben 
Piazza, Metro's talent scouter, has quite a bunch lined up. They will be 
boarded in Hollywood for four weeks, with transportation for two there 
and back for each freak. Among the freaks engaged are the Pinhead 
girls, Mule Faced Woman and Kookoo, the bird girl. 

Duke Mills will have charge of the curios on their trip out and back. 
They will travel in a special] car. 





nothing but adverse criticism in Spanish versions, only to click in her 


first two English films, ‘Never the Twain Shall Meet’ (Metro), and 
‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox). 





One of the problems of a director about to make a collegiate yarn is 
to get the featured male, who fancies himself quite a dresser, to lay oft 
those Hollywood airplane wing shoulder clothes while playing a Yale 
undergrad. 

Persuasion is one of those elaborate campaigns to educate the youth 
to the fact that eastern college men don’t wear the extreme, dressy duds 
he has been photographed in up to now, 


An application for insurance by Sam Mintz, Paramount writer, was 
turned down by the insurance company, which claimed Mintz was an 
inebriate, 

Mintz is now trying to find out who double-crossed him, as he has 
been on the wagon for the past five years, 


Studio pass question hasn't found a roost yet. Mark Larkin, handling 
the p.a. end of the coast Hays office, says that office will not be patsies 
for passes. 

Studio p.a.’s say they’ll have to make an issue of the credentia] matter 
one way or the other. 


An estimated 100 stories are passed on per week by major studios 
in their search for picture material. This ineludes books, plays and 
originals, but not those from the studio’s own writing staff. 

Metro is believed to glaum the biggest number, with Paramount 
second. 





Talk of late over United Artists with Paramount or Metro. 
have been either might take over U. A. 

That sort of talk for Metro is about the same as Metro and Fox. 
Whether the Loew operating group will take on additional work has 
resulted in a difference of opinion within the group, it is said. 


Reports 





The death of Thomas A. Edison resulted in a hurried research by the 
film companies for all pictures taken of the inventor. 

One of the first taken down from the storage shelves was a silent film 
made 20 years ago by the old Edison Co. and captioned ‘The Life of 
Thomas A. Edison.’ 


H. M. Addison, recently transferred to the Cleveland division of Loew’s, 
is offering a derby hat to the manager turning in the most profitable 
exploitation suggestion for ‘Susan Lenox’. Addison giver no reason why 
manager should crave a hard-baked tile. Evidently had his mind cen- 
tered on the ‘Winning the Derby’ gag. 


United Artists is working out a heavy campaign for ‘Douglas Fair- 
banks Around the World’ similar to the extensive pushes for ‘Street 
Scene’ and ‘Palmy Jvays.’ 

U.A. will distribute, and negotiations are on to spot it at the Criterion, 
New York, for a $2 run, but no national release date has been determined. 


Two prominent film writers, collaborating on a story, were prepared 
to market the yarn when they disagreed on the agent to do the selling. 
Each thought the other’s representative was poison and had to agree on 
a third rep to handle the combined brain child. 





‘Woman Between,’ the Radio Pictures feature, is at the Paramount on 
Broadway this week at a reported flat rental of $1,000. Another Radio 
ieature, ‘Smart Woman’, at the Roxy a couple of weeks ago, played there 
on a flat rentai of $2,500 for the week, 

Indicating the market for Soviet stories isn’t as strong as expected, 
iniversal paid only $2,000 for ‘Ural,’ original which it is preparing. 


Story bought from a woman who will probably not be given screen 
eredit. 


— 


Joe Schnitzer of Radio Pictures and Charlie Rogers of RKO-Pathe are 
in New York together and coincidentally this week. Schnitzer came east 
to confer with Basil Dean, head of the English RKO studios, while 
togers is around to see the Broadway plays. 


The Newark ‘Sunday Call’ settled its troubles with Warners over the 
Dr. Taylor advertising and a large ad now appears. Taylor is handling 
his ads directly and not through WB. 


Skovuras Brothers gave a luncheon te their house managers on taking 





over the 47 Fox houses in the east. Party wae held in a Greek rotisserie. 
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~A.H. Woods’ Hasty Bktcy Petition 


Names 150 Creditors—Owes Million 





A petition for bankruptcy filed by 
A. FT. Woods through Alfred Beek- 
Vor- 
liabilities at 
$1,668, - 

but, a 


man, of House, Grossman & 


haus, lists his total 
$1,026,054 
The 
tentative list of creditors and debt- 
ors. Woods -was given 10 days 
from the date the petition was filed 
to make more complete. New 
and final petition will be made this 
week and will also explain debts. 
Where in his present list of Habili- 
ties Woods has listed moneys in- 
volved in suits at the present time, 
such as the Fox Film claim, ‘these 
claims will be ‘filed a& disputed 
claims in the amended bankruptcy 
petition. 

The proceeding suggests _ the 
Woods bankrupftc¥Y matter was has- 
tily decided upon. 

Ir his assets Woods lists an in- 
terest in and to the silent and talk- 
ing nicture rights to numerous plays 
and dramtic compositions, giving 
a valuation of $512,366; interest in 
and to numerous plays available 
for for stock productions, 
$90,000; various accounts receiyable 
or debts due him on open accounts, 
about. $230,000; ownership and in- 
terests in ownership of the capital 
stock of various corporations, val- 
ued at about $305,000; unliquidated: 
claims with a total estimated value 
of $530,000, and balances in banks, 
$992. 


and assets at 


359.538. petition carries 


one 


release 


150 Creditors 
Under creditors, the. producer 
has listed nearly 150. The list will 
be elaborated upon in the final pe- 
tition. 
Creditors named are: 


Gilbert Miller, $5,184; Shubert 
Theatre Corp., Lee Shubert, Jacob 
Shubert and Shubert Theatrical Co., 
$159,000, carrying an interest of 
$9,000; P. Dodd Ackerman, $175; 
Ambassador Hotel, Chicago,. $342; 
Art Guild, $1,014; Bank of America 
Safe Deposit Co., $30; Bendel. Office 
Furniture Co., $106; Benedict En- 
graving, $3; Bloom Photographers, 
Chicago, $40; Chidnoff Studio, $36; 
Peter Clark, $1,052; Eaves Costume, 
$396; Franklin Trading: Corp.,::3$6; 


General Flower & Decorating Co:,: 


$198; Great Bear Spring Co.,,, $11; 
Gimbel Bras., $491; House, Gross- 
man & Vorhaus, $5,000; W. F. Irish 
Co., $200; Knickerbocker Chande- 
lier Co., $119; John E. Meyer, $25; 
J. R. Miles, $28; Milgrims, $470; I. 
Miller & Sons, $335; Oliver Moore, 
$130; National. Business. Review, 
$35; New York Calcium .Light, Co., 
$451; New York Telephone Co,, $94; 
Peerless Towel Supply Co.,. $12; 
Photocolor Studio, $45; Rialto Serv- 
ics Bureau, $72; Henri Rogowski, 
Inc., $317; Hyman W. Gamso, $209; 
Stage Furnishings,. $624; . Stern 
Bros., 3715; Max Steuer, $2,753; 
Stewart & Co., $222; Tailored Wom- 
an Shop, $295; G. Thomas, $9; Un- 
derwood & Underwood, $148; ‘Va- 


riety,’ $927; Whitehead & Hoag Co.,:|\49 
$582; Hiram Abrams, $761; Charlton 
Andrews, $1,515; Michael Arlen, $4,- 


376; 149th St. Opera House, $12,475; 
149th Street Opera House, sum un- 
known; Hugo Bryk, Berlin, $2,000; 
Carter, Inc. (Mrs... Leslie), $294; 


Sterling National Bank, $78; Clay- 
John 
Carlton, $1,070; A. H. Woods’ Thea- 
Estate of A.’ L. 


ton & Waller, London, $630; 


tre Co., 
Erlanger, 


$15,951; 


$779; Martin Herman 


$19,441: Sidmey Hirsch, $5,499; Jane 
and Fred A. Bartman as 


Frankel 
executors under the will of Aaror 
Hoffman, deceased, $512 and $357 


Avery Hopwood, Inc., $1,061; Estate 


of Joe Leblang, $5,981; Hughes Mas 


sie & Co., $12,359; Channing Pol 
lock, $492; American Piay Co., $5, 
000: Vaii Scenic Construction Co 
$8,633; White Studio, $849, 


Banks Included 


‘Please’ is by Sheridan Gibney 

Ksiate, Joe Leblang, $25,000; H.C.|and Russell Mederaft, tried out 

Miner Lithograph Co., - $2,409; | this summer. Delano staged then 

House, Grossman & Voorhaus, but has done no Broadway plays 
$1,936; Bank of America,’ $25,000: ’ 


Sterling National 
Corpn.. $27,500; P. Dodd Ackerma1 
$300; Golden Printing Co., $985; Du 
wico, $700; I. Weiss & Son, $1,310 
Shelton Holding Co., $534; 
Vidaver, attorney for George Broad 


hurst, $534; American Union Bank, 
Light 


$10,000; New York Calcium 
Co., $1,000; A. Jaeckel & Sons, $2, 


400; G. A. Weidhaus, $338; Hospital 


Import Co., $273; Conlew, Inc., $39, 


3ank & Trust 


Nathan 


Casualty. Co., $4,248; Kenyon & 
Kenyon, $1,864; 'Apeda Studios, 
$814; Claire Carvalho Weiller, $3,- 


112; Erber, unknown: Otto 
Harbach, $10,000: Superior Printing 
Co.,° $705; Charlotte Barcus, un- 
known; O'Kane Conwell, $355; Ben 
Harris, -. $97,500; Charles Conrad, 
Kd. L. Barbour, Lambert Theatrical 
Corp..and Motion Picture Capital, 
unknown: Ellen C. Busching, un- 
known; Madge Menschen, $34,971; 
Louis Goldberg, $400; Don Joaquin 
Gilbert, Don and Burgas, Don Al- 
fonso Fernandez, all. of Barcelona, 
Spain, unknown; Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer, $1,250; Art Cinema Co., un- 
known: Leo Kobrin, $12,500; Wil- 
mer & Vincent Co., $12,500; Walter 
Schutt, RKO- Radio, RKO-Pathe 
and Pat Casey, amounts unknown. 
Elizabeth Langman. $500, Jose G. 
Levy, $500; Robert M. Kern and 
William J. O’'Hearn (estate), $6,600; 
Warner Bros., unknown; G. Felsen- 
thal & Son, unknown; Houston 
Richards, $725: New Weston Hotel, 


Joseph 


$118: Hepner’'s Companies, $30; 
‘John’ ‘Schwartz, $3,000; -Eugene 
Walters, $1,000: James Barton, $5,- 
000: Industrial National Bank of 


New York, $1,000. 

Some of the names.and firms are 
listed twice. under liabilities, for 
varying amounts, due to the man- 
ner in which the producer kept his 
books. 


Stock Salaries Down 


Former stock leads who received 
regular salaries and were considered 
as having names, have passed up all 
present stock offers because of the 
money being far below their old sal- 
aries. 

Several of these leading men 
claim that the only ones getting a 
regular salary in stock are the 
guest stars for one week at a time. 


House Owners Absolved 
For Haulage Charges 


Allied Theatrical Transfer Owners 
Ass'n has notified legit managers 
and theatre owners the owners are 
no longer held liable ‘for transfer 
costs when ‘producers renege on 
haulage obligations. 

Heretofore when holding the the- 
atre owners responsible the ATTOA 
attempted to collect for its mem- 
bers.. This has been ruled out with 
the: transfer men intending to col- 
lect their: charges before working 
| when moving doubtful productions. 
Van owners also went on record 
that they would not haul into 
houses, but up to and onto side- 
walks, with stage crews to finish. 











Green’s Big Musical 


scenes, Will be titled 


York about January 1. 


being rewritten. 





Lombardo Orchestra. 


any further details yet. 





:| Delano as New Stager 


pi Dwight Wiman will 
-\iwith Alan Delano as 
-+|‘Anything to Please.’ 


start in shortly. 


Show 








“* 


“ Revived Coiored Show 


theatre, Chicago, in 1908, 


. | personnel. 





649; Arch Selwyn, $1,341; Shubert | quetion. 
Theatrical Co., $2,090: James : can 
Thatcher, $1,528; Bayard Veiller, 

$18; Louis Verneuil, $43; Martin 


srown, $1,670; Max Marcin, $1,356 


Al Jolson, $3,329; Julius Kessler, Rochester, Oct. 26. 
$980: Mare Klaw (estate). $1,982; Auditorium stock is aiming to 
William .Klein, $348; May Tully | compete with film house prices for 
(estate), $575; Fox Film, $1,424 


John B. Hymer, $956; S. Edelstein, 


$451; Central Trust Company of ll 
linois, $223,000: Fox Film Co., $125, 


000: Kiaw’ & Erlanger, $5,950 
Claude Neon Lights. $2,478: East- 


man-Kodak Stores, $269;. Maryland 


: Stock’s Film Scale 


-| Wednesday matinees. 
cents, against $1.25 top nights. 


Chief drawback 


’ | trict, meaning 
shoppers,, , : 


extra 











Morris Green is planning one of 
those extra big musicals with over 
‘Cafe 
Royal’ and due to show up in New 


Eddie Prebble wrote the originat 
book of ‘Cafe Royal’ which is now 
Green expects to 
have Smith and Dale and the Guy 


Alexander Leftwich will probably 
stage, with Green undecided about 


probably 
-|bring a new director to the ranks 
stager for 
is to 


; ‘The Man From Bam,’ produced 
With an all-Negro cast at the Pekin 


is to be 
revived for Broadway with a colored 


Joe Jordan, who wrote book and 
~ | music, has engineered the local pro- 


All seats 35 


is that Auditor- 
ium is mile from the business dis- 
ear ride for 


2 ARBITRATIONS 


Mathilda Berry Awarded 2 Weeks’ 
Salary From ‘Sex Fable’ 








Mathilda Berry, legit actress, 
gained an arbiters’ award and two 
weeks’ salary from the Charles 
Frohman Co. Difficulties were con- 
cerned with ‘Sex Fable.’ 
Actress was let out after rehears- 
ing, claiming she had worked over 
the seven-day probationary period. 
Another arbitration held last week 
hadn't come through with a dé- 
cision. Case was the Lillian Foster- 
Sidney Biddeli event over the pro- 
ducer’s ‘Divorce Me Dearie’ in Bos- 
ton when Miss Foster was replaced 
by Violet Heming. 


NO STOCK SELLING; 
OTA THING WASHED UP 


Original Theatre Activities, Inc., 
the producing firm formed by mem- 
bers of the Theatrical Press Rep- 
representatives of America is re- 
ported washed up by TPR men. It 
was hoped to sell OTA stock in suf- 
ficent quantities to allow of some 
play producing, but only a few hun- 
dred dollars worth of stock was 
sold. 

M. T. Middleton, TPR man is no 
longer with the OTA, although he 
was principally concerned when 
first: organized. Other OTA organ- 
izers, it ig said, are still attempting 
to carry through. 

OTA was an outshoot of TPR's 
Save Our Stage campaign. It came 
about when, under the TPR char- 
ter, the latter organization could 
not indulge in production, being 
limited to social and fraternal work. 
Early in the SOS campaign internal 
ructions on the SOS committee 
caused a split. 








No Public Stock for 
Sale by New Corp. 


No public stock sale will be made 
by Theatrical Syndicate Corp. as 
previously reported. TSC is the 
company formed by R. K. Bartlett 
and Kenneth Tuttle, Jr., to finance 
legit shows. 

Bartlett declares his firm has pri- 
vate backing. State charter. was 
granted last week. 

Understood the TSC expects to 
provide financial aid to needy 
shows. 





2d Barrymore Switch 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 26. 

Ethel Barrymore’s ‘School for 
Scandal’ has been pulled out of the 
Alvin for the second time. Origi- 
nally pencilled in for last week, it 
was yanked and placed back to 
Nov. 16, under bargain-rate aus- 
pices of the Professional Players, 
the Shubert-backed subscription 
organization. 

A few days ago Barrymore was 
eanceled again and Helen Hayes 
comes here instead Nov. 16 in ‘The 
Good Fairy’ under Professional 
Players’ auspices. 





‘Salt’ Reported Closing 


St. Louis, Oct. 26. 
‘Salt Water,’ revival of Frank 
dell is producing opened here Sun- 
day (25) at the American, is ex- 
pected to close this Saturday (31). 
Piece was the first show at the 
American, Erlanger spot, this sea- 
son. Play came here after a stay 
in Chicago. 





Schildkraut in ‘Gods’ 


by Reginald Hammerstein in ‘Gal- 
-|lery Gods.’ 

. Play is from the German, adapted 
by Henrietta Malkiet. 





Digging Out ‘Miss Gulliver’ 

George Ford will shortly take 
‘Miss Gulliver’s Travels’ out of stor- 
age for another try. Show slated to 
open out of town either Nov. 16 
23. 

‘Travels’ is by Ethel Taylor. Ford 


after a short stretch for rewrite 





Bannister’s First 

First play ij roduction for Albert 
Bannister this season will be ‘Listen 
Genius,’ comedy by Jamies Ramsey 
Uliman and Arnold Sheurer. Ban- 
nister begins casting it this week. 

Play is hoped to open in Boston 
about the end of November wit!, 
New , York after that, 





Craven’s comedy which Sidney Bid-: 


15 New 





Shows Never Got sdf 
Started: Bounced Off 2 a Week 





> 2! 


MURPHY -FILES CLAIM 


Holds Run of Play Contract With 
Arno Show 
George P. Murphy, who left Peter 
Arno’s ‘Here Goes the Bride,’ has 
filed tentative claim against’ the 
artist-producer with Equity. 





The dancing juvenile had a run of 
the play contract. He agreed to 
leave the show at Arno’s, request 
when the latter said he could get 
an agency buy with a better known 
player. in Murphy's’ stead. Paul 
I'rawley replaced him but Murphy 
did not relinquish his contract 
rights: 

Murphy who was teamed with Julie 
Johnson in ‘Shoet.the works,’ quit 
to join ‘Pride.’ . They also danced at 
the El Patio, a night.club. Murphy 


is the son, of Mike Murphy, once 
noted traeks coach.,for .Yale and 
Penn. 


‘Grand Hotel’ Is Among 
Probables for Coast 


Holywood, Oct. 26. 

With an option on ‘Grand Hotel’ 
calling for a $10,000 advance, Dick- 
son Morgan is seeking a local house 
with a large stage for the coast pro- 
duction. Mayan is likely. Will 
have to play the show for at least 
12 weeks to get clear. 

‘Easy for Zee Zee,’ slated for the 
Music Box Nov. 3, Sidney Goldtree 
and Dick Wilbur bringing the show 
from the north. ‘Nine O'clock Re- 
vue’ opens Oct. 31 or Nov. 2 at the 
Majestic for a local repeat.’ 

Season of operetta by Metropoli- 
tan Light Opera Co. penciled in for 
the Biltmore in November, follow- 
ing ‘Girl Crazy.’ 





Shubert Sub Season in 
Buffalo: Goes Blooey 


Buffalo, Oct. 26. 


The local season of the Shubert: 


Professional Players at the Teck 
appears to haye vanished in smoke. 
After ballyhoo.. campaign , through 
the spring and summer, conducted 
noisily by the local management and 
after heavy paid advertising in the 
local newspapers announcing ‘Melo’ 
for the current week, the Players’ 


season has apparently blown up. Its. 


first show was canceled and the 
house is dark for the week. No an- 
nouncement regarding continuance 
of the movement has been made. 

Theatre Guild has completed its 
subscribers’ list for the current sea- 
son and opened with ‘Reunion in 
Vienna’ for three days currently at 
Erlanger’s. 





Banks Staging 


Leslie Banks, English actor head- 
ing ‘Lean Harvest’ at the Forrest, 
New York, will double into the stag- 
ing assignment of ‘Lady With a 
Lamp’ MacGowan and Reeid’s sec- 
ond play this season. Play is sched- 
uled to rehearse at the same. the- 
atre, Forrest. going in immediately. 

Banks handled the lead in ‘Lady 
With a Lamp’ when: play was shown 
in London in 1929. Edith Evans, 
who handled the femme lead in the 
same production, is being brought 
over for the American play and will 





Jos. Schildkraut will be starred | 


be starred in it. 


Horton’s Coast Shows 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Edward Everett Horton's coast 
production of ‘Private Lives’ opens 
at the Hollywood Playhouse Nov. 11. 
Florence Eldridge, Laura LaPlante 
and Gavin Gordon are in support. 
Ward Bishop is staging. 

Horton has the theatre on a lease. 





showed it last season, curtaining i: | 


His second show probably ‘Second 


or! Mrs. Fraser.’ 


Brecher Going Actor 

Egon Brecher, stage director, wili 
turn actor in ‘Steel,’ new play by 
John Wexley. Richard Geist, Inc., 
is: producing. Srecher staged ‘Two 
Seconds’ and was previously con- 
nected with the directorial staff for 
Eve Le Galliene. 

Other people in the cast include 





Paul CGuilfeyle, Eleanor Phelps. 
Clarence Chase and, Raiph Theo- 
i dore, 








Since the season's start 19 legit 
shows, all, with certain or tentative 


Broadway bookings, have  fadeg, 
Most announce a revision that sel. 
dom happens. 

Mortality rate has been aAggravat. 
ed- further by shows stopped, either 
in rehearsal or on the verge. There 
are five more of this kind, plus a 
number of others that may be pulled 
or have been put off. 
an average of two or more shows 
per .week that have. lost out, in 
Broadway posibilities, in the sea- 
son's first.two. months. . 

Combined with the quick Closings 


Total gives 


of dark and 


windows. 


unbooked show 


The Fadeouts 
Season's earliest production show. 
ing symptoms was ‘Widow Isa Virs 


gin’. Rehearsed several weeks: foy 
Henry Rosendale but came to no 
avail. Others of the 


same nature 
were ‘Strike’ (CW. D. Blake), ‘Wall 
Between’ (A, Paglia), and ‘Death 
Ray’ ‘(James Elliott). Wharf Nig+ 
ger, headed for a Village house, 
also: caved in. 

On the list of would-be's that bes 
camé also-rans are 10. J. A. White, 


with ‘Tel-A-Vision; Harry Moses 
with ‘Tempest in a Teapot,’ and 
Walker-Towne with ‘Sing High, 


Sing Low’ among new producers to 
be troubled. All three are in the 
books for another crack, with ‘Sing’ 
re-rehearsing. 

Standard producers hurt plenty, 
These took in ‘Stella Brady,’ (Chas, 
Dillingham), ‘Golden Cinderella’ 
(Wm. Brady), ‘Caught Wet,’. (John 
Golden), ‘Twisting the Law,’ (Croa- 


by . Gaige), ‘Cherries Are Ripe,’ 
(Arch Selwyn). Another to dee 
tour was ‘Glory Bound’ (Perey 
Oakes), 


‘Lucky Old Bill,’ for Harry Thurs- 
ton, which announced rehearsals, ig 
out altogether, ‘Cocktail’ is lying in 
wait for Shuberts, while the latter's 
‘Improper Duchess’ is said to be in 
doubt. 

With ‘Panic is On,’ an announced 
musical, said to have felt the panic 
so. keenly. it won't come on. 





Mayer, Erlanger’s Booker 


Adolph Mayer has stepped into 
the late Charles G. Maynard's posie 
tion in the Erlanger booking office, 

Mayer replaced Maynard when 
the latter became ill several weeks 
prior to his death. 





Chi Author, Dinehart Has 
Money Man for New Play 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Harry Segal, who wrote ‘Behav- 
ior of Mrs. Crane,’ is authoring & 
new piece in collaboration with 
Allan Dinehart. Latter will prob- 
ably be in the cast when and if pro- 
duced. 

Segal’s money man is George Lee 
local realtor. 





Moving Stock West 


Stock failed to get over in Mont- 
clair, N. J., theatre. It closed last 
week. 

Warners may take some of the 
players and director, Addison Pitt, 
to Oklahoma City for a stock sea 
son in'the Warner house there. 





’ 

Payoff for ‘Bush 

Two weeks’ salaries for 
Parole’ were paid off by 
from the guaranteeing bond. 
FYortnight’s wages were payable 
though the show only had one week. 


‘Bush 
Equity 


Blatt’s Try 
Edward Blatt joins the producer 
director group next week when ae. 
tion is scheduled for ‘Terrible Turk, 
it’s Blatt’s first ordering try- Islin 
Auster may co-meg, unless his Par 


amount work steps in. 
. Monday 





‘Turk’ went into casting 
(26). 
Hopkins’ Play Starting = 
lew "pau 
| Arthur Hopkins’ next pa 
| Passing Present,’ goes into 


~aal 
reheal Sat 
william? 


next. week, with Hope 
starred. ceatchen 
Play.was written by Grete” 
Damrosch, daughter of Walter Dam 
| rosch., 





of New, York entrants is the numbey 
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Theatre League Now Trying to 
Tell Critics How to Review Plays 





While allegedly the newly formed 
Critics’ Circle of New York is for 
the purpose of fending off stage cen- 
itil and not to fight or argue 
Circle 


argument 


sorship 
managers, 


pretty 


with the was 


handed a hot 
against panning plays within their 
first week of existence. It came in 
the form of a speech by Dr. Henry 
Moskowitz, head of the Theatre 
League, which speech was later 
sent by Moskowitz to all the pro- 
ducers and critics. 

One of the unexpected sentences in 
the speech came early, with Mos- 
kowitz saying: ‘When you plant a 
knife into the back of a producer 
who has made an error of judgment 
and produced a bad play, why turn 
the blade? When you have hit a 
manager once, why rub it in, in your 
second thoughts?’ 

Another thing that Moskowitz 
complained about ‘on behalf of com- 
mercial managers, producers and 
theatre owners who recognize your 
power,’ was the headlines on re- 
views. 

‘As this happens to be a headline 
age and many newspaper readers 
are content with merely reading 
these and nothing else, it hurts. One 
of your very distinguished critics, 
for example, recently called ‘The 
Good Companions’ ‘Pretty Good 
Companions’ in his headline. Thea- 
tre men ask that you refrain from 
rattling the skeleton in your head- 
lines and let the criticism tell the 
story.’ 

Smart Stuff 

Wisecracks also burn managers, 
according to Moskowitz. 

‘Another manager and producer,’ 
he said, ‘recently asked critics to 
refrain from annihilating a play 
with a wisecrack. The critics play 
to their public. Remember that the 
manager plays to many publics. So 
don’t dismiss him with one line. 
Exhibitionism in criticism is just as 
offensive as exhibitionism and in- 
flated ego among producers. 

‘The critic, after all, earns his liv- 
ing by entertaining his readers. 
Sometimes this urge for entertain- 
ment affects the quality of the criti- 
cism. There is a great danger in 
this attitude, for the critic then tries 
to give the show himself rather than 
criticize it. The wisecracking critic 
frequently may entertain his public 
but kill a play without intending to 
do so, The critic should leave the 
Public a chance to see the play.’ 

There was a lot more along these 
lines in the speech, with also a plea 
for help from the critics in so many 
words. 

Help Plea 


‘As a representative of the pro- 
ducers and managers in the com- 
mercial theatre I come here for help,’ 
Moskowitz told the writers. ‘It is 
dying on its feet. There is no use 
in giving you the reasons for this 
condition. I am here merely to state 
the plain fact that the commercial 
theatre is in a desperate plight, and 
all friends of the theatre should 
come to its assistance. I ask you as 
the most powerful factors in the 
theatre to do something about it. 
Especially now does the theatre 
need encouragement. 

‘When, for example, a producer 
spends a large sum of money to 
import a play which was a great 
Success in London, he should be rec- 
ognized for his pluck, Even though 
the play may not meet with your 
100% approval, the effort on the 
Part of the commercial theatre to 
Produce such a play during this de- 
Pression should not be ignored. 

You are not being asked to be 
Press agents; you are not being 
asked to be untrue to your convic- 
tions; you are being asked to re- 
member that in criticism it is the 
— that makes the music, and if 
re Sum total of your criticism is to 
rive audiences away, it does not 
delp, There are ways of helping, 


&nd you are asked to come to th 
Tescue,’ 
me critics were reported, 
tg not openly voicing their 
to Ws, to have resented the extent 


Which Dr. Moskowitz went. 





4 Stocks Open 





Stocks slumped off last week to | 


®round 54 


jpbasmodic openings only are under 
ntemplation between now 
anksgiving. 


e 





and | wood and is concerning himself with 





Broker Annoyer 








Current Broadway legit has 
created a new show position. 
Called a broker annoyer. | 

Does nothing but plug the | 
piece at the different agencies, 
mainly on the strength of 
friendship. 


ERLANGER’S HELD BACK 
BY WIFE'S LITIGATION 


Cessation of Erlanger production 
is believed ordered until the Char- 


lotte Fixel-Erlanger case is over. 
Only Erlanger shows now working 
are those begun some time before 
the trial started, these being ‘Social | 
Register’ and Maude Adams’ show. | 

Next Erlanger production will 
probably be ‘Tadpole,’ but not start- 
ing until Dec. Chas. Dillingham is 
expected to produce ‘Tadpole,’ listed 
for the Gaiety. 

Unless a sudden decision is made 
Chester Erskin has nothing for 
quick action on his Erlanger-backed 
schedule calling for several plays, 
none of which has been forthcom- 
ing yet. ‘I Love an Actress’ has 
outside backing. 


Harris Delays 1, Starts 
Another and Revamping 3d 


Difficulty in finding a femme lead 
is holding up Sam Harris’ produc- 
tion of his Moss Hart-Irving Berlin 
show. Producers’ other musical, 
‘Of Thee I Sing,’ by the Gershwin- 
Kaufman, had its first chorus call 
yesterday (Monday) with rehearsals 
due this week. Bill Caxton and 
Victor Moore are the leads with 
Kaufman staging. Piece will prob- 
ably land at the Music Box. 

Lead in the Hart-Berlin show is 
still in the air. Claudia Dell and 
Lois Moran are the main candidates 
at present, 

Harris’ mining satire, ‘Eldorado,’ 
a rewrite by Geo. S. Kaufman and 
Laurence Stallings of ‘Hot Pan,’ a 
Greenwich Village production sey- 
eral years old, comes off Saturday 
(31) in Newark. Play will have 
done two weeks, Harris office stat- 
ing the layoff is for revamping. 














| 
| 














Broun’s Latest Revue 
With 2-Piano Orchestra 


Heywood Broun has. returned 
from a vacation in Havana to con- 
sider a new production for about 
Dec. 15. His first problem is to 
secure somebody to back the enter- 
prise. 


Broun will not appear as an actor, 
as he did in the co-operative ven- 
ture, ‘Shoot the Works’ during the 
summer, 

Idea of the new Broun show is a 
two-piano revue, the dual playing to 
supplant an orchestra. Eight prin- 
cipals and a chorus of 12 girls. 





Wants Mary Boland 


Mary Boland is expected to take 
the lead in Edgar Selwyn’s second 
show ‘The Lady Tires.’ Actress is 
currently in ‘Vinegar Tree’ with the 
Selwyn engagement due when ‘Tree’ 
ends its road work. 

Selwyn’'s ffirst, ‘Fast Service,’ 
comes in at the Sewyn, Nov. 9. 
‘Tires’ is by Frances Marion, film 
writer. 





New Richman Play 


Bela Blau will make his legit bow 
this season with a new play by 
Arthur Richman. It’s ‘Giants in 
Our Midst.’ and the first Richman 
play in New York for several sea- 
sons. 

Blau and Richman are after leads. 


M’GUIRE’S LEGIT LEAVE 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 








Syracuse Cool to Road 


Show in High School 


Syracuse, N. Y., Oct. 26. 
Syracuse first taste of stage 
drama. in. more than a year 
week failed to 


last 
leave cverybody 


happy. 

Attraction was one of Crosby 
Gaige’s ‘House Beautiful’ compa- 
nies, and was booked into Lincoln 
Auditorium, Central High School, 
for two nights, presumably spon- 
sored by the Central District, New 
York State Teachers Association, | 
|} meeting in convention here, with | 


S. B. Everts of the Syracuse Music 
Bureau also cut in. Top was §2. 

If engagement did anything, it es- 
tablished that Lincoln Hall is not 
the place for the presentation of a 
legit attraction, even with the sim- 
plified production utilized for the 
Channig Pollock play. 

Critics found the cast not per- 
fect, and patrons wondcred why 
with so many jobless on Broadway 
this was so. 





OVERCHARGE ON 


EQUITY BONDS 
INVESTIGATED 


Charges that managers required 





to post surety bonds to guarantee 
salaries by Equity were asked to 
deal with a favored agent of bond- 
ing companies, were made to Equity 
officials. That that may have been 
true was indicated, but not proven, 
though the matter was rather thor- 
oughly investigated. The Equity 
man supposed to be involved is no 
longer there, having resigned re- 
cently. It is stated he was not dis- 
missed. 

One manager discovered he had 
paid considerably over the regular 
cost of a bond by going to the 
surety company direct. He paid $175 
for a $10,000 bond, depositing the 
necessary securities. It had cost 
him $600 for a similar bond, secured 
previously through the agent sug- 
gested by the Equity man. The 
agent explained the higher cost by 
added service fees and expenses. 

At another time when another 
manager paid $600 for a bond, the 
agent when asked to account, dis- 
played correspondence showing that 
the manager demanded the bond be 
secured hurriedly and that part of 
the added cost went to the surety 
people. The agent is no longer do- 
ing business around Equity’s offices, 
it is said. 


Woodward Quits in Denver 


Denver, Oct. 26. 
Competitive stock proved too 
much for the Woodward company. 
It closed Saturday, leaving the Den- 
ham (Ketcham) stock alone here. 
Woodward's company had been at 
the Broadway. 








Commerce Chamber as 
Theatre Traffic Cop 


Duluth, Minn, Oct. 26. 

Confusion of dates has induced 
the Chamber of Commerce to dele- 
gate itself as a clearing house for 
entertainment. Everybody has be- 
come an impressario for stage en- 
tertainment and attractions have 
piled up for the month. No less than 
a dozen big attractions, some dupli- 
cating for the same day, have been 
booked and offered. 

This followed the annual Com- 
munity Fund drive, voting $250,000 
bonds for unemployed, and drives 
for the Little Theatre and the Civic | 
All Star Series. Cancelations started 
to obstruct the progress of the 
All Stars and its backers have 
threatened to discontinue it next 
season. 





Stage-Married 


Dubuque, Oct. 26. 
Dorothy Farley and John Watson, 
both of Jones- Wammers’ stock com- 





William Anthony McGuire has | 
taken a leave of absence from Fox | 
to work on his personal to Fox| 

| 
| 
| 
' 


deals. Writer will return to Fox 
lin a short time to do two more | 
stories. 


McGuire has an office in Holly- | 


several legit propositions. 


| nity plays 


pany, brought an engagement of the 
company to an end at the Spensley 
by being married on stage. 


Little in Council Bluffs 
Council Bluffs, Ia., Oct. 26. 
A little theatre project, Commu- 
is assured here. 
Fred Morrow to direct and coach. 








Chance That Bondholders Will Let 
Shubert Company Ride Along on 
Lee’s Equity Receivership [ry 





A new phase of the difficulties 


when the federal court issued a writ 
for an equity receivership, 


Francis C. Caffey appointing the 


| Irving Trust Co. and Lee Shubert as 
| joint 


receivers. The stock 
rated practically valueless by Wall 
Street, where it was quoted at $la 
share, while the 6% bonds, now in 
default, were something over $7 al- 
though they had been down to $4. 


The receivership came as a sur- 
prise, the move apparently coming 
from the Shuberts themselves. 
Banking interests indicated as late 
as Monday evening that no receiver- 
ship application was contemplated. 

Figuring in the receivership were 
William Klein, attorney for the Shu- 
berts, and Sam Gerson of Chicago. 
Gerson had long been close to the 
Shuberts as a publicity man. He is 
of the firm of Gerson, Beesley & 
Hampton, Inc., Chicago advertising 
agency, which made _ receivership 
plea through Chicago attorneys who 
came to New York after a quietly 
arranged plan. The ad firm claimed 
$5,000 due. An answering affidavit 
was filed by the Shubert Theatre 
Corporation admitting the general 
allegations of the complaint, which 
averred the corporation is insolvent 
and unable to meet present and 
maturing obligations. 

The receivership move forestalled 
an application for bankruptcy by 
other creditors. An equity receiver- 
ship is explained by counsel to mean 
that the corporation is legally a go- 
ing concern and would continue to 
operate under the direction of the 
receivers. s3ankruptcy would have 
meant the disposal of assets for the 
benefit of the creditors. 

Reports that notice of dismissal 
had been given several Shubert 
aides in the main office did not ap- 
pear confirmed. Saturday after- 
noon employees were paid off by 
checks on the Irving Trust. 

Seligmans Silent 

Just what the position of the bond- 
holders, is yet to. be made clear, 
nor has there been any statement 
of the position of J. & W. Selig- 
man & Co., who underwrote and 
floated the bond issue in 1927 of 
which there are still outstanding, 
$6,450,000, according to the last fi- 
nancial statement. The total bond is- 
sue as of June 15, 1927, was $7,500,000. 
Capitalization figures at that time 
also set forth an authorized issue of 
250,000 common stock shares of no 
par value, of which 160,660 shares 
were outstanding. 

The bond issue is 6% gold de- 
bentures, which are in effect prom- 
issary notes, not secured by realty 
or mortgages. The issue was offered 
at $96, making the interest yield 
6.41%. <A sinking fund was called 
for to retire $300,000 of bonds an- 
nually, and the Shubert statement 
of last June indicates a little over 
$1,000,000 in bonds were retired. The 
issue of 1927 was to retire the 7% 
debentures amounting to $3,114,000 
and in part to ‘reimburse the cor- 
poration for theatre properties and 
adjacent real estate recently pur- 
chased and for a new storehouse’ 
and other purposes. 

On Thursday (22) three minor 
creditors filed an involuntary pe- 
titio in bankruptcy against the 
Shubert Corporation, Attorneys said 
that move was a further pro- 
tective measure for the benefit of 
all parties concerned, pending the 
development of plans for a reorgan- 
ization of the corporation’s affairs. 

Interest on the bonds was de- 
faulted in June. It was then pro- 
posed to reorganize, forming a 
Realty Corporation which would 
take over the properties in the Shu- 
bert Theatre Corporation, where- 





upon secured adjustment bonds 
would take over the debenture 
bonds. That reorganization was 


not consummated. After the re- 
ceivers were appointed last week it 
was stated that, in view of that 
move, the reorganization could not 
be carried out. 

Readjustment Plan Abandoned 

It is stated the Shubert brothers 
have been buying quantities of Shu- 
bert debenture bonds in recent 
months. Their total purchases are 
set at $700,000. The 
picked up when quoted at 12 and 
down to 4, 


. " . ! 
of the Shubert Theatre Corporation 
culminated Tuesday (20) last week} 


| Shubert 
was | 


committee formed last June on the 
readjustment plan, it is said. 


Notice of abandonment of the re- 


j}adjustment plan was sent out over 
Judge | 


the week-end. The notice was signed 
by Lee Shubert as president of the 
Theatre Corporation and by 
order of the board of directors. A 
new committee was announced about 
the same time, composed of A. J. 
Henderson, Willard V. King and 
Robert J. Whitfield. The first two, 
who were on the original committee, 
represent the Seligman firm, while 
the latter represents Chase Securi- 
ties. Bondholders are asked to de- 
posit their securities with the com- 


mittee, whose plan, however, was 
not made known. 

Other important bondholders’ in- 
terests retained Charles H. Hyde, 


former New York City chamberlain, 
to act in their behalf. Representing 
the Irving Trust in the Shubert of- 
fices is C. Fiske, receiver. 

Among the things the bondhold- 
ers seek to learn is the status of 
the Shubert corporation as regards 
the London theatre holdings sold in 
June last for a reputed considera- 
tion of $2,000,000. They point out 
that six London theatres were 
named in the 1927 prospectus, which 
claimed half ownership by the Shu- 
berts in the Adelphi, Apollo, Gaiety, 
His Majesty’s, Shaftesbury and 
Winter Garden, London. No men- 
tion of those theatres is made in 
the Shubert corporation statement 
of June 15, 1931, it is charged. 


Losses 


In its petition the Shubert cor- 
poration set forth losses of $1,670,- 
000 for the fiscal year, ending June 
30, 1931, and losses of $1,230,000 for 
the previous year... Loss for the 
past fiscal year was figured to have 
been $5.55 per share. Outstanding 
mortgage obligations amount to 
$375,000 past due and the total prin- 
cipal on mortgages is $10,749,687. 
That, of course, is in addition to the 
debenture bonds, a total of $17,200,- 
000. The statement lists real estate 
and equipment, less depreciation, at 
$20,880,895. Added is about $3,000,- 
000 in assets of rather intangible 
character. An added obligation is 
$300,000 due on taxes, insurance 
and rentals. 

How the Shubert corporation de- 
clined is shown by the statement as 
of June, 1927, when cash on hand 
was $4,532,452, as against last June’s 
statement, when cash was $851,913. 
In 1927 the item of real estate and 
equipment was set forth at $14,717,- 
684. Same item in the 1931 state- 
ment of $20,880,895 is explained by 
the same difference in the mortgage 
item, the larger figure coming from 
increasing the mortgages, realty ob- 
viously not increasing in value dur- 
ing the depression, 

Identifying Properties 

In show circles the question arises 
as to just what realty and theatres 
are not owned by the Shubert Thea- 
tre Corporation, and what maybe is 
privately owned by the Shubert 
brothers. Properties not part of the 
corporation are understood to be 

(Continued on page 62) 


Claire-Ames as Leads 


Ina Claire and Robert Ames as 
leads in a legit play is a reported 
possibility. Show is ‘Interview,’ by 
Aben Kandel and owned by Tom 
Van Dyke. 








Wheeler-Woolsey’s Terms 


Permit B’way Musicals 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 

Bert Wheeler and Robert Woolsey 
will make three pictures a year for 
Radio after they complete ‘Girl 
Crazy’ by the first of the year. 

This will permit them to go into 
a Broadway musical until June, 
which is what Wheelr and Woolsey 
want to do, then back here for a 
picture, etc. 








bonds were | 


No Hard Feelings 


Syracuse, N. Y., Oct. 26. 
Mary Garden, who failed to keep a 


'concert date here on Oct. 12, can- 
Some of these bonds |celing with scant notice, now is set 
were deposited with the bondholders’ , 


for Nov. 24 at Lincoln auditorium. 
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Concerts 





By Sallie 








Met’s Opening Week 

Complete repertoire is announced 
by Manager Gatti Cazazza for the 
opefiing week at the Metropolitan 
of this Nov. 2. 
‘Traviata’ will be the opening night 
bill, with Rosa Ponselle in the title 
She has just returned from a 
season at Covent Garden, London. 
Mmes. Egener and Falco will sing 


heginning 


season 


role. 


lesser but important roles. Lauri- 
Volpi, De Luca, Ananian, Bada, 
Gandolfi and Picco, in male parts. 
Miss DeLeporte, danseuse pre- 
miere, will lead the ballet. Tullio 
Serfin will conduct. 

The first novelty is ‘Schwanda, 


the Bagpiper cf Strakonitz,’ by the 
Bohemian composer, Jaromir Wein- 
berger, which has had a successful 
run in Central European opera 
houses. Its American premiere at 
the Saturday matinee. Bodansky 
will conduct. Giulio Setti has 
trained the chorus, the scenery :s 
by Joseph Urban and August Ber- 
ger has arranged the dances. 

‘Tannhauser’, which skipped a 
season, will have Jeritza, who also 
has been singing abroad as Eliza- 
beth. This for Wednesday evening. 
Both Ponselle and Jeritza apparent- 
ly have been on the 18-day diet. 
Ta Boheme’, Thursday, with the 
lovely Bori, Guilford and Martinelli, 
Scotti, Windheim, Frigerio and Ma- 
latesta. ‘L’Elisir d’Amore’, Friday 
evening with Fleischer, Falco, Gigli, 
De Luca and Pinza. This cast al- 
ways has its allure. 

‘Faust’ will be the popular Sat- 
urday night opera with Mmes. 
Mario, Besuner and Wakefield and 
Messrs. Lauri-Volpi, Danise, Pinza 
and Ananian, Mr. Hasselmans, con- 
ducting. 

Richard Tauber, the Metropol- 
itan’s latest addition in tenors, has 
arrived in this country and before 
his first opera appearance will give 
a recital in Town Hail next week. 





Rosalinde Fuller Acting 


Rosalinde Fuller, appearing with 
Maurice Browne in ‘The Unknown 
Warrior’, seems to have gone dra- 
matic. For years she was a singer 
of English folk songs, which her 
modulated speaking voice would in- 
dicate. 

As the sweetheart, her role in 
this play, of ‘The Soldier’, her work 
is excellent. She is simply gowned 
in frocks of clinging crepe in violet 
and pink. 

Browne produced ‘Journey’s End’, 
and this play deals with the war 
period. The father, played by 
Daniel Reed, well known director, 
was fair. A good sized audience 
which showed appreciation of the 
idea and the efforts, 





Fault of Contraltos 


Mme. Leonora Corona, for five 
years associated with the Metro- 
politan Opera, gave her first recital 
at Carnegie. Her stage presence is 
sufficient. She has height and looks. 
Her voice seems to have more ap- 
peal iu opera. On the concert stage 
her dramatics seem more or less 
suppressed, 

Her program covered a wide 
range for one so young. Songs of 
Strauss, Brahms and Bellini’s ‘Casta 
Diva’ were outstanding. Mme. 
Corona can boast of intelligence in 
singing, her lower notes are flexible, 
her diction good and phrasing com- 
mendable, but unfortunately, like 
most contraltos, they sharpen on 
the middle and upper registers and 
she sings with too much gusto, 

The acoustics of this hall appear 
perfect and the voice could always 
be softened with much more appeal 
and effect. These trifles, consider- 
ing Mme. Corona’s youth, can easily 
be overcome. 

A large audience, many flowers, 
much applause. 


Joe Mack on Hotel! Stands 


Joe Mack (McNamee) of Mc- 
Bride's ticket agency has succeeded 
George Bascom as the managing 
head of the string of hotel agencies 
in the latter's name. Bascom's is 
controlled by McBride's. 

Bascom is said to own some of the 
stock. He has been in ill health 
since the recent death of his 19- 
year-old son, a victim of infantile 
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SUES STAR FOR SHARE 
OF LOSS OF $14,000 


land, Oct. 26. 

Robert H. McLaughlin has filed 
suit against Francine Larrimore for 
$1,400 plus interest for breach of 
contract. Suit was served her while 
appearing locally during the past 
week in ‘Brief Moment,’ produced by 
yuthrie McClintic. 


McLaughlin claims Miss Larri- 
more gave him a contract in 1926 to 
tour under his management in ‘No- 
body’s Business.’ She was given a 
salary of $1,250 weekly and prom- 
ised 10% of the profit, says Mc- 
Laughlin, for which she agreed to 
pay 10% of the losses, if any. 
Losses rolled up to the $14,000 fig- 
ure, he says, with Miss Larrimore 
stalling on the payoff. 


5 Shows Out 


Five productions and a _ special 
matinee show are on Broadway’s 
closing list. 

‘The Breadwinner,’ presented by 
Messmore Kendal, will close at the 
Booth Friday, after playing six 
weeks. English comedy started at 











a $7,000 gait and then slipped back- 


wards, 

‘Cloudy With Showers,’ presented 
by Patterson McNutt, at the Mor- 
osco, leaves for the road Saturday. 
It was in the ninth week. Had 
averaged $8,000 and might have 
stayed, but better money expected 
elsewhere. 

‘Singing the Blues,’ presented at 
the Liberty, by Aarons and Freed- 
ley, was taken off las* Saturday, 
after playing six weeks. A colored 
drama with some music, its chances 
looked favorable. Took a loss and 
then went co-op. 

‘The Father,’ a Shubert show, 
stopped at the 49th Street, Satur- 
day. It was a revival priced at 
$2.50 top but got nothing. Four 
weeks. 

‘Melo,’ which attempted to re- 
sume at the Elliott last week, 
stopped Saturday. “The Unknown 
Warrior,’ on for special matinees at 
the Morosco, withdraws for the 
road today (27). 


L. A. Club Claims It Has 
Jolson Tickets Exclusive 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 
Wilshire League Club, new social- 
political group, says it will handle 
the local Al Jolson ‘Wonder Bar’ en- 
gagement exclusively, with the sale 
of 10,000 tickets already pledged by 
members. Jolson, chairman of the 
club’s entertainment committee, is 
at the Shubert, Philadelphia, at 
present, with Maurice Gebber, club’s 
g. m., in the dark as to the scale, 
theatre or date for the attraction. 
Club doing it as a favor to its 
members and Jolson, with no finan- 
cial gain. Attempting to weld a lib- 
eral political body, with some pic- 
ture people interested. 


. 
Spanish Film Layoffs 
7 7 se 
Try Legit in Mexico 
Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 
Troupe of Spanish actors, finding 
the foreign versions field all shot at 
present, gets on the way to Mexico 
City this week to open a tour of legit 
rep. 
Company has Rene Cordona, Paul 
Ellis, Carlos Vilarillo, Carmen Rod- 
riguez and Josef Fernandos, 











St. Louis Setback 


St. Louis, Oct. 26. 

The Shuberts have met with an- 
other reverse in their efforts to or- 
ganize a season of subscription 
drama in St. Louis, through the 
closing of “Fhe Silent Witness’ after 
a short run in Chicago. The play 
was to have been the opening at- 
traction starting Nov. 1. 

Now spokesmen for the Drama 
Association, organized to sponsor 
the series, are unable to give any 
definite date for the opening. They 
still say, however, the series will go 
through as scheduled. 





Griffin’s Newest 


New Marcus Griffin book “Rising 
of the Moon” to be out in Dec. 
Theme built around a former heavy 





paralysis. 


ehamp, the central character, 


a 





Shows in Rehearsal 


*‘Devil’s Booth’ 
Booth. 

‘Widow in Green’ (Elliott) 
Cort. 

‘Hot Money’ (Elliott) Times 
Square, 





(Staten) 


‘Sing High, Sing Low 
(Walker-Towne) Harris 
‘Merchant of Venice’ (Er- 


langer’s) Galety. 
‘Silver Fizz’ (Edgar Selwyn) 
Selwyn. 


NON-EQUITY CO-OP HAS 
BROADWAY AS ITS GOAL 


‘So What,’ 12-week tenant at the 
Greenwich Village Cherry Lane 
theatre, was slated to start two 
weeks at the Bronx opera house 
yesterday (Monday). It’s hoped 
after the uptown stretch, which will 
allow the show to be enlarged, that 
it'll come down to Broadway around 
Nov. 9 or 16, 

‘So What’ was co-op and non- 
Equity while at the Village, with 
biz coming from cut rates and adv. 
coupons. When trekking to the 
Bronx the company was Equityized, 
although remaining on the compan- 
ion splitting basis. Gustave Bow- 
han, who wrote the show, is co- 
producing it with Paul. Gilmore, 
Cherry Lane house boss, 

‘So’ cast has Sibylla Bowhan, 
Walt Spence, Stanley DeWolf, Eliz- 
abeth Fox, Marshall Hale, Isolde 
Illam, Jack Connelly, Mimosa Fejos, 
Gerald Flood. Piece is a comedy 
dealing with adventures of a tab 
show touring. 

Mention is made that ‘So’ actors 
drew unusually small _ stipends 
downtown, supposedly in the vicin- 
ity of $10 and $20 weekly. Same 
adv. slips, with 25c-and 50c admish, 
are being used at the B. O. H. 

‘So What’ was a something of a 
mystery even to the cut rates. That 
agency would call up weekly to find 
out if the show continued. Asked 
what kind of a show it was the 
bex office described it as like ‘Rose 
Marie,’ ‘The Desert Song’ and so 
forth. 

Tickets priced at $3 would be sold 
in cuts for a buck. Sometimes 
three tickets would be sold in cuts 
for the show, sometimes none, but 
there were Saturdays when the en- 
tire allotment of 10 tickets were dis- 
posed of. 

Monday the house offered a new 
piece called ‘The Unknown Soldier’ 
not related to ‘The Unknown War- 
rior’ on at special matinees at the 
Morosco. 


‘Hi Hat’ Snubs Town 


Grand Rapids, Oct.26. 

‘High Hat’ gave just that to this 
village. Show booked into Powers, 
theater for opeting of road show 
season. House spent plenty in the 
papers and on the boards. Show 
to open Monday night. 

Monday no show in sight. Man- 
ager got busy. Officially he hasn’t 
any word as yet as to why the 
show didn’t keep the date. Learned 
too late in p.m. to make the after- 
noon papers. Used the radio but 
at that a fair crowd showed up. 
Cost the house about half a grand. 























Film Juve in ‘Star Dust,’ 
With Megley Staging 


James Hall, former legit juve, 
who’s been in talkers for the past 
three years, is coming back to take 
the lead in Ray Goetz’ ‘Star Dust,’ 
musical. 


Macklin Megley will stage the 
show. 





Lose Coast Rights 


San Francisco, Oct. 26. 

Dickson Morgan has relinquished 
coast ‘Grand Hotel’ rights to 
Belasco and Curran and Louis 
Lurie, the latter owner of the Geary 
theatre, here, 

Morgan couldn't raise production 
costs. 


K. C. MAY GET STOCK 
Kansas City, Oct. 26. 

Preliminary plans have been an- 
nounced for the opening of the Or- 
pheum as a pop price stock house. 
Promoters state that if the plan goes 
through a company will be placed 
here under the direction of O. D. 
Woodward, now operating a stock 
in St. Louis. 

Woodward has managed success- 
ful troupes here at the Auditorium 
and the Willis Wood theatre. 











| Inside Stuff—Legit 





Within a stretch of six weeks Helen Hayes’ name will draw attentio 
from three different directions. Her first picture, ‘The Sin of Madelon 
Claudet’, is due for national release late this month and around Dee, 
1 she will be seen in ‘Arrowsmith’ opposite Ronald Colman. That 
picture is angling for a $2 run in New York, while Loew's has ‘Sin’ on 
its books for two weeks at the Capitol. 

Between the two pictures, Miss Hayes will also open in Ferenc Molnai’s 
play, ‘Good Fairy,’ in New York for Gilbert Miller. 





S. Syrjala, young scenic designer, suffered a bad break this summer 
when he broke both his arms in a fall off a ladder. Happened at one 
of those summer camps while Syrjala was lighting a show and the ladder 
didn’t behave. 

Artist just returned to Broadway and with his arms, particularly hig 
right business limb, just at the stage where he could have gone back to 
work. Medicos examined and decided on another operation putting him 
back on the I. o. list. 

Syrjala was financially covered by compensation, 





Regulations affecting the employment of children on the stage in 
France vary according to whether they are French or foreign. French 
children can appear provided they attend the special school for acting 
children, with courses lasting about five hours a day, either in the 
morning if they must attend matinees, or from noon to 6 if they play 
evenings. <A certificate of Rognoni, the head master, enables the child's 
parents to demonstrate that the child’s education is not neglected. 

This is instanced in the current revue at the Casino de Paris, Parts, 
in the case of little Jimmy, French and 14, who has been acting for the 
last seven years. In the case of foreign children, they must have the 
okay of their native authorities and be locally supervised by some person 
of approved responsibility. This is the case in the current Casino de 
Paris revue of the 8 Jackson babies for whom Mrs. Alfred Jackson ig 
personally responsible, and each one of which had to get a special permit 
from their native city magistrate. 





The New York Appellate Division has sustained the Supreme Court 
in denying the application of William Anthony Maguire to vacate certain 
attachments in which he is involved. The matter is a suit for over 
$30,000 by Edward McGrath, upon assignment from Robert V. Newman. 
Newman claims he loaned Maguire considerable sums over a period of 
years, when he and the author were close friends. He accounts for the 
total by explaining he had to advance more and more money on the 
chance of getting the original loans back. Attachments were made on 
Fox Film’s ‘Disorderly Conduct’ earnings, Maguire having written the 
scenario. Other attachments concerned Erlanger’s, interested in a 
Maguire play, and the Century Play Co. on possible royalties from 
stock rights might accrue to the author. 





Clipping from a recent Paris paper's classified ad read: ‘I am a New 
York author of established reputation whose works have made millions 
of dollars for stage and motion picture producers in the last seven years, 
Having lost my fortune in bank stock, I am anxious to produce my best 
play myself in Paris and London immediately with my expert director, 
noted star and leading man, knowing that I will again make a fortune, 
[ offer a liberal interest to anyone who will join me with $3,000.’ 

Investigation revealed advertiser to be Georges Lewys who sued Eugene 
O'Neill for $2,000,000. 





‘Eldorado’, the Laurence Stallings-George S. Kaufman drama which 
opened in New Haven and Hartford last week, will be brought in from 
Newark Saturday fof script changes. Presentation is by Sam H. Harris. 

Show is rated having good first and last acts but second portion needs 
the rewriting. An unexpected laugh following a pistol shot was de- 
veloped. It is nothing new for Harris to order in his shows for revision, 
That happened to both ‘June Moon’ and ‘Once In a Lifetime’ and both 
were hits. 





Fay Wray of ‘Nikki’ did not intentionally. disappoint the Junior 
Leaguers at that dress rehearsal. After a hard day it was discovered 
the settings could not be put up for hours. When the debs arrived mate 
ters were explained and they were entertained at the Hollywood res- 
taurant by the show management. The Leaguers saw a subsequent 
dress rehearsal and sent Miss Wray an immense bouquet. The screen 
girl was quite popular around the Longacre. Show moved to Cohan 
Monday. 





About a week or so ago some scenery in “The Band Wagon” fell upon 
Tilly Losch, brusing her and ultimately resulting in a black eye. Miss 
Losch went on with the performances and was cheerful about the mishap 

But when not a line appeared and no one seemed to have heard of her 
accident, Tilly began to grow indignant and decided she ought to sue 
the man who was responsible for dropping the props on her. 





‘Nine o’Clock Revue’ is cleaning up on the coast in one, two and 
three-day stands in Stockton, Fresno, Sacramento, San Jose, etc. ad- 
vertising itself as the first revue since ‘Gay Paree,’ which did well on 
on the coast. 

Hinterland on coast occasionally sees a dramatic show, but otherwise 
goes hungry for entertainment. At $2, the co-op musical has gone prac- 
tically clean in each town before opening. 





Earth is used in ‘Edorado’ and about two tons of it are on the stag® 
at the Music Box, New York, where the show rehearsed. The Stallings- 
Kaufman play is set in the days of the ’49 gold rush to California. Action 
calls for prospectors digging in the ground. Traps are used where holes 


are dug. Show opened in New Haven last night, local dirt being 
there. 





Office of Aarons and Freedley states the reports they were backed bY 
Otto H. Kahn are inexact. The financier’s interests were in the form 
of purchase of stock in some shows produced by the firm, each produce 
tion being an incorporated unit. At no time was Kahn said to havé 
controlling interest. 





George W. Wintz, who specialized in road shows of Broadway suc 
cesses, has gone into the patent medicine business, with a plant at 
Dayton, O. The product is a tonic, laxative pills and other drug store 
standbys. He still retains some interest in theatricals but is rather 
marking time until conditions improve. 





Lyle Andrews has about bowed himself out of the Classic Theatt® 
oo which figures on showing John Ford’s 16th century play, 
a Pity.’ 

John Leffler now handling ‘Tis.’ Andrews’ out reason is that things 
didn’t pan out as figured. 





Selling of Broadway legit shows on a special inducement to societies 
and lodges is harder than it harder than it was last season. Several © 
the biggest producing concerns in New York maintain separate dep 
ments to handle the party sales. 





fii ed 
Emil Jannings is out as far as Lawrence Weber's ‘Man Who Reclaim 


His Head’ is concerned. Actor not coming here this reason 




















ferin 
tion 
Shon 
erett. 
Viso 
roll’s 

Jus 
ran j 
oe 
with 
to tl 
after 
Tunn: 






be 


ae cll 


ion 
‘lon 


hat 
on 


ar’g 


mer 
one 
ider 


c to 
him 


. in 
mch 
ting 

the 
play 
lld’s 


aris, 

the 

the 
rson 
» de 
n is 
rmit 


ourt 
‘tain 
over 
man. 
d of 
’ the 

the 
é€ on 
. the 
in a 
from 


New 
lions 
ears, 

best 
ctor, 
tune, 


vhich 
from 
arris. 
needs 
3 dee 
ision, 

both 


‘unior 
vered 

mate 
| rege 
quent 
icreen 
Yohan 


upon 
Miss 
ishap 
of her 
fo sue 


. stage 
llmgs- 
Action 
» holes 
g used 


ked by 
e form 
produce 
9 have 


y guc- 
ant at 
g store 
rathe? 


Theatre 
yy, ‘Tis 


things 


ocieties 
veral 0 
depart 


claimed 











Views 


“VARIETY’S” LONDON OFFICE 
8 ST. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


_——— 


FOREIGN SHOW NEWS 


CABLE ADDRESS: VARIETY, LONDON 
Temple Bar 5041-5042 








-_ 


London Show World 





+ 


London, Oct. 17. 

To the delight of the thousands 
of musicians who have been out 
of employment since the talkers, 
pands are coming back into the 
jeading West End film houses. 

Latest to go over is the New Gal- 
jery, on the Gaumont circuit, Capi- 
tol and New Victoria, also on same 
circuit, already playing real music. 

There are now band combinations 
of sorts at almost every film spot 
jn the West End. Both the leading 
circuits talk of extending the musi- 
eal comeback to the provinces. 

English Diplomacy 

British diplomacy, particularly as 
evidenced during the last few 
weeks, makes the negotiating tact 
of show business look silly. 

At present, faced with a serious 
economic crisis, with a pound which 
was falling steadily until the banks 
rigged it to a value well below par, 
with a particularly bitter General 
Election due within three weeks, 
and with labor discontent rising 
gharply as the employment problem 
shows no way of straightening, the 
authorities here have handled the 
situations as they arise with a 
beauty essentially European, 

Five weeks ago Gandhi arrived 
im England. Representing every- 
thing anti-British in India he epi- 
tomized one of the gravest problems 
with which Britain is faced. 

He was greeted with the cheers 
of sympathizers, stormed by bat- 
teries of cameras, surrounded by a 
bodyguard of detectives with the 
object of protecting him, and then 
completely ignored. 

Gandhi has ceased to be news, 
even at the bottom of the page. 

It was the perfect way of making 
England forget him. 

In Eight Days 

Example of the sort of thing still 
done in the British talker trade is 
the making of a full-length talker 
in eight days. 

Titled ‘Inquest’ it was based on a 
play which ran at the new Windmill 
theatre, diminutive dump off 
Shaftsbury avenue, 

Directed by G. B. Samuelson, one 
of the old-timers who still bobs up 
occasionally, it is inspired by Sir 
Gordon Craig and will be quota 
released by Warners. 

Mary Glynne and Haddon Mason 
had the leads. 


The Legits 
Theatre business here ina curious 
position. Money generally is not 
being held back, but so many shows 
have overstayed their values many 
box-offices are in the red. 
This is largely due to shortage of 


(Continued on page 62) 


LEGITS CUT SCALE IN 
PARIS, DUE TO FILMS 


Paris, Oct. 17. 
Picture competition results in the 
legits slashing their price scale. 
Ambassadeurs and Porte St. Mar- 
tin have climbed down about 25%. 
with many more to follow. 


CARROLL WASTES CABLES 


Vainly Trying to Do Business With 
Cochran 








London, Oct. 26. 

Earl Carroll has sent. several 
lengthy cables to C. B. Cochran of- 
fering to finance the entire produc- 
tion of the English version of ‘Die 
Shone Helena,’ new Offenbach op- 
eretta, starring Evelyn Laye. Pro- 
Viso is that the show open in Car- 
roll’s new theatre in New York. 

Just so much wasted effort. Coch- 
ran is committed to open the show 
in Manchester Christmas week, 
With a strong likelihood it will come 
to the Stoll London opera house 
after that. Opera house is now 
running pictures. 


Overcrowding Holland 


The Hague, Oct. 26. 
Holland is suffering from a de- 
luge of foreign 











In Paris Revues 


Paris, Oct. 17. 

Casino de Paris closing, 

New show including Four Carlton 
Brothers, Georgie Graves, Grace Ed 
wards and Danny and 
Americans, 

Folies Bergere still running, 
new revue not scheduled to open be- 
fore January, 


icans, 

Future Palace show will feature 
Chita, half of the former adagio act 
Carlos Chita, now broken up. 


Miss A. Colombo Let Out 
As Seala’s Directress 


Milan, Oct. 15. 

Miss A. Colombo, the 
of the Scala theatre, 
everything 


directress 
just when 
k. for the 
forthcoming season, has just been 


seemed o. 


informed by the new Committee her 
It will be re- 
called what a scream of rage was 
raised by all host of 
also-rans whose only claim lay, in 
many cases, in the fact they wore 
trousers. 

They will be delighted now that 
their baying has ousted out prob- 
ably the cleverest individual— 
either man or woman—in_ the 
Italian theatre world today. It is 
evident that cleverness is not ap- 
preciated at the Scala, for even 
Senatore Borletti, its chairman, 
was obliged to resign. He, along 
with the help of Miss Colombo, did 
much to lift the traditional center 
of song out of the rut. Another who 
will be missing, of course, is Maes- 
tro Arturo Toscanini who, though 
originally a fascist, became dissat- 
isfied when he found that music 
meant politics. 

Miss Colombo has received flat- 
tering offers from America and 
Germany. It is not unlikely that 
she will decided to accept the for- 
mer for she is very fond of Ameri- 
cans. 

The Duke Marcello Visconti di 
Modrone, president of the Scala, in- 


services are ended. 


the envious 


troduced to the theatre staff the 
newly elected director, Maestro 
Nobile Eraldo Trentinaglia — ‘a 


Fascist of the first hour’—who has 
left the Fenice of Venice to come 
to the Scala. He pointed out that 
the Maestro is also a composer 
(composed ‘Rosmund’). The press 
has been informed the season will 
not start in November, but on St. 
Stephen's Day or Boxing Day. Over 
a month late. 


Yushny’s Show in Canada 


Quebec, Oct. 26. 

‘The Blue Pird’ Yushny’s Russian 
revue opened here at the Capitol 
Friday (23) attracting no little at- 
tention. Show of its type never be- 
fore here. 

The American tour includes New 
York but that stand will not be 
reached until next March. 


International Medley 


Paris, Oct. 17. 

The Pitoeffs, Russian actors, who 
for the last few years have been 
successful in introducing in Paris 
German legit production methods, 
have taken over an eight-year lease 
of the Avenue theatre, an intimate 
ritzy house, of which Falconetti, 
actress, has been dispossessed after 
refusing to pay rent. 

A Czechoslovakian company is 
temporarily using the theatre, The 
Pitoeffs themselves will open some 
time in February. 


‘Naughty 90s’ Off 
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TOO RISKY ABROAD 


Abbott Girls Not Going to Paris 
For Revue 





Economic conditions have caused 
Merriel Abbott to cancel her con- 
tract with Paul Derval, ‘Folies Ber- 
sere’ producer for one of her teams 
to show in the next Folies in Paris 


Lineup of 12 was to have sailed 
Oct. 23. 
Dance bosses figured times too 


A 
Lue, 


risky to ship a troupe Europewa 
them for a Broadway show 
‘Folies’ time element, due 


no stated date for opening also 


instead. 
to 


0 including the Sidell| ggured as a cancellation reason. 
Sisters and Moore and Revel, Amer- | 





‘VIKTORIA’ FROM 
PEOPLE TO SALARY 


London, Oct. 26. 
‘Viktoria and Her Hussar’ is un- 
dergoing some severe changing, to 
go into effect Monday (2). It’s that 
musical with which Sir Alfred Butte 
returned to show business after a 
year’s absence, and is at the Palace. 


CUT 


Harry Welchman’s part will be 
taken by Geoffrey Gwyther, with 
Welchman replacing Roy Russell; 


Margaret Carlisle is being replaced 
by Helen Brean, newcomer to the 
West End but with a provincial 
rep; Reggie Purdell will be replaced 
by Blake Adams and Mark Stone is 
replacing Clifford Heatherly. 

Besides the casting changes, the 
first and last acts are being re- 
written, 

And a salary cut has gone in all 
down the line. 


Adele Astaire Engaged 
To Lord Cavendish 


London, Oct. 26. 


Story broke here last week that 
Adele Astaire is engaged to marry 
Lord Charles Cavendish after it had 
been rumored pretty thoroughly for 
more than a year. 

Several years ago, when the As- 
taires were appearing at the Winter 
Garden, Adele was assiduously 
courted by William Gaunt, Jr., son 
of a millionaire Yorkshire woolen 
merchant who was heavily inter- 
ested in some theatres later bought 
by the Shuberts. The courtship 
suddenly cooled. 


SHAW ON LIBEL 


Tired Himself Out Watching For It 
in Harris Biog 





London, Oct. 26. 


George Bernard Shaw is worn out 
from correcting errors in Frank 
Harris’ posthumous biography. He 
has decided to slip away to North 
Africa as soon as he can pack to 
finish the play the New York Thea- 
tre Guild is waiting for. 

He couldn’t help the delay in the 
play, says G. B. S., because he had 
to spend the past six weeks seeing 
the book about himself through the 
press. All of the late Harris’ opin- 
ions about the British chief cynic 
have been left intact, according to 
Shaw, but he claims there were 
many libelous things in the book 
and these have been corrected. 

In other words, Shaw says, he al- 
lowed Harris .to say derogatory 
things about him, but fixed up the 
facts. 


Emily Terbeck Acquitted 


Paris, Oct. 26. 


Emily Terbeck, known on the 
stage as Constance King, and sup- 
posed to be a former ‘Follies’ girl 
from New York, was exonerated 
here on a charge of stealing $20,000 
from Jack Wall, American, and her 
former boy friend. 

Robbery was supposedly 
mitted when Miss Terbeck 
Wall’s secretary. 
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European Runaround 
By Frank Scully 





Abroad, Oct. 17. 
British studios, profiting by hostility of writers to clock-punching, are 
giving theirs blanket-contracts. 
These to name playwrights usually provide for six stories a year, with 
$50,000 top for the bunch. 
All of it home work. 


Dog’s Days Over 
Mick the Miller’s retirement is the first good news the West End has 
had in ages, 
Mick is a greyhound and every time he races 406,000 yokes leave Lon- 
don to see him tear around a curve at 40 miles an hour. 


Take 40,000 entertainment-seekers out of any town on a Saturday night 


and you can imagine the gap it’s been leaving in theatre queues. 
Now they may all come back. 
Dirt Again 
Oscar Wilde’s ‘Salome’ (under wraps for 40 vears), Evelyn Waugh's 


‘Vile Bodies’ (more recently suppressed) and a Schnitzler shot at this 
thing called sex all got public hearings this week. 

The Salome salami isn’t of course such hot stuff any more, but the 
Schnitzler piece at the Gate theatre goes the limit. 

Of course this dirt gets by because of the membership angle, which 
gives the Lord Chamberlain the old runaround on the hoke that no seats 
are sold. oneaaan 

Dumping Shaw’s ‘Apple Cart’ 
If Shaw has looked in on ‘The Queen's Husband’ he must have won- 


dered why Bob Sherwood’s plug for royalty got such a big hand and his 
the bird. 
It couldn't have merely been because Sherwood wrote his first. The 


London show addicts couldn’t have known that. 

Maybe it was because the town has just been through a revolution of 
sorts and the only guy who seems to have kept his head was the king. 

When life reflects drammer and times itself just right, the result is 
applause—for the playwright. 

Spindle Wakes 

B. G. and B. I. P. both put Lancashire dialecticians on West End 
screens this week. 

Nothing much in either effort—Hindle Wakes’ or ‘Hobson's Choice’— 
for the American peasantry, but okay for their own. 

‘Wakes’ showed one acterine of promise, a load of scenic railway 
thrills and as pat a way of introducing credit titles as ever your eyes 
resented, 

‘Hindle Wakes’ is abut a spinning Jenny who makes whoopadoop with 
the boss’ son while on a holiday at Blackpool. Picture takes her from 
her machine through a necking interlude of two weeks and back to the 
mill again. 

Opening credit and ‘The End’ are spun out on cloth moving along 
rollers in the mills, a nice piece of weaving by Victor Saville, who pro- 
duced the spindle, 





Phoney Accents 

Cast, which includes Sybil Thorndike, talks Lank dialect. 

Only one understood by these alien ears was Belle Chrystall, 
full of promise, 

Turned out it was her second part after two vears of trying, and the 
reason her dialect held no difficulties was because she actually was born 
in the mill country. The faked accents couldn’t even fool the mikes. 

Saville has grabbed the Spinning Jenny for a long-termer. 





21, and 


Baldwins On a Split Bill 

Unconscious humor of politicians never was better illustrated than in 
the Baldwin family. 

Pop (Stanley Baldwin), knows how to run the whole country, but he 
can’t even run his own son. 

While Pop, a Conservative M. P., is trying to lead 40,000,000 people in 
one direction, his son, Oliver, a Socialist M. P., is trying to lead ’em in 
another. 

Failing in that, the son has turned playwright and has managed to 
get ‘From the Four Winds’ into the Embagsy theatre, not far from where 
Ramsay MacDonald lives. 

Play is Outward-Boundish and Biblical—12 dining disciples and an 
unseen host—with the playwright ribbing the smart set plenty and hand- 
ing a lot of honeyed hoey to the shoveling set which he represents, 

Could be canned and used as an election spiel. 





Painters Ducking 
Death’s cycle hitting painters now. Sir Wm. 
Ricketts, two R. A.’s, passed out in the last week. 
Ricketts was an ace scenic designer—Shaw's ‘Saint Joan’ being among 
his better jobs. 


Orpen and Charles 





An Impression 
On your side at present is John Logie Baird, a youngish English 
with wildish hair and old-line cheaters of the pince nez school, 
He thinks he invented television. Millions believe him, 


lad 





Operations Screened 


Paris, Oct. 17. 

Educational, scientific and adver- 
tising films are developing fast. 
Many films are used in conjunction 
with motor displays at the motor 
show. Galeries Lafayette stores are 
getting out a fashion screen maga- 
zine. This is made by Eclair Tirage 
in Epinay. 

At the 40th congress of French 
surgeons some films showing opera- 
tions were screened, 


BALLET EVENING 


Dancers Appear After Theatre Time 
in One Theatre 








Moscow, Oct. 15. 
“Ballet Evening,” staged here re- 
cently, showed practically the whole 
brilliant galaxy of dancers which 
Moscow possesses. Within a single 
hour the stage of the Pedagogical 
theatre, commandeered for the pur- 


Also a new) pose after regular theatre hours, 
apparatus was demonstrated which | Witnessed Liubov Sank, Galina 
throws a much enlarged picture of | Shestakova, Anastasia Abramova, 


the operating area of the body on 
a screen placed in a room adjoining 
the operating room while the opera- 
tion is taking place. 


Madam Geltzer, Victorina Krieger, 
Marie Raizen, Margaret Kondaura 
and others. 

The only one of the headliners 
unable to appear was Seminova, the 
prima ballerina of the Leningrad 
ballet, who is doing a in 
Moscow. 





Cheaper and Heavier 


Paris, Oct. 26. 


season 
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Isola brothers, who run the Sarah 
Bernhardt and the Mogador, are 
revival of Offenbach’s 
Helene.’ Lead 


Too Sophisticated 





‘Belle 


was offered London, Oct. 26. 
Marcelle Chantal, film star, SONE | Dora Matighan (American) heads 
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; accompanied by players going into 


Plays on Broadway — 





WONDER BOY 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 








boy’ in New York, enseénce him ina 
suite at the Netherlands and attend 
to all the fixings that go with those 


Alvin, Oct. 23 by Jel Harris; written by! picture stunts. Horton finally gets 
Edward Chodoroy and Arthur Barton; 

stageC by the produccr, out of bed to the phone after gulping 
SOS MIONEE Shade cassece Vented Allen Jenkins|@ glass of booze. His inamorata 
fy Hinkle... .cecesseees — ry eee wanders in from the adjoining room, 
J POETO cS owiweccceees .. Donat eyw ood ~ 7 

Tatyana Mirova -Barbara Bulgakova with next to nothing on. The scene 
Miss Manheim......+......Hallie Manning | @S She drunkenly tries to horn in on 
EG NE o cnnccbuevccseeut sai Eddie Craven|the conversation and is shoved 
Phil ener 29 seeeceeesecces are ea — aside is one of the most amusing of 
Seaken "thetae Sas ceFereeeny , ae SO Nei | the performance. Matt Briggs plays 
reo € AV eee eee eee eeetes 2 . . 

GORWEIES nn di eneessstrncecs Sam Levene| Horton, the girl being Constance 
Max Benowitz... »+ees James R. Waters} Almy. Latter is from vaudeville. 
Prancee Reid. .cccesccocsesecs Jeanne Greene | Brigg: j , . f 
MEMO acccccvscessece Cccedcccecoes Cecil Holm Msgs is important in a number o 

TOMY 2. cccccccecsecccccsecccccecs Ross Hertz | SCeNncs. : P 

Kelly’s ‘Secretary............ Estelle Scheer| At a preview of Paragon's picture, 
Montague Levy.....sesseees. Maurice Cass | ‘Shadows,’ Mashkin decides Hinkle 
Miss Reis’ Secretary........- Eva Franklin is a find. He orders the boy starred 
A Wivremah. ..c.cccceccseves James Kearney aft l ie . See for 
Chartie Hlortem....occsecvesses: Matt Briggs|~—2fter selecting a new name fo 

pi ee oS Constance Almy | him — submerging his woman star, 
Sol Griffith... sseosanee egg deme Mabel Fenton. That requires the 
Me WMeperteh. ad sscdcccteves orace McMahon ; i th 

Another Reporter......c.seeee. Vincent York ene J, + greeny tS a 
& Camera Man... .o2scocves Arnold Preston | Whole sta S in a turmol. ates 
Another Camera Man...... Herman Shapiro|for heralds and paper are ordered 
A a S0Gnt.beebesee eteneee —_ go destroved, press stories already 
A BUCO. os ccvcoccadscdcccersescces ax Bee > . wf 

A Station Mastcr........... D. J. Hamilton planted a wrens are oe and 
A Red Cross Woman...... Margaret Meyers | Much of the detail of opening a new 
An Appts. Sellers ..cccesdcces Joseph Ploski| picture on Broadway is set forth. 
A JOUR. criccicccccsccccces Thomas Fisher When ‘Shadows’ dies Mashkin is al- 
r eng he adech Sadia each se oe Pe most as feverish in making changes 
The Commodore. ......-.+-.Bernard Gorcey | not only in the film but the billing, 
Harry Rich... .csiiescccccececs David Burns} Miss Fenton’s name going up in 
Mabel Fenton........-esseees: Hazei Dawn! lights at the Capitol. Max Beno- 


What ‘Once in a Lifetime’ was as 
a satirical, comic expose of motion 
picture making in Hollywood 
studios, so is ‘Wonder Poy’ on the 
home office inside. ‘Wonder Boy’ at 
the premiere was in need of slicing 
and tightening up but there is so 
much in the play that is diverting 
and amusing that it should do very 
well, 

‘Wonder Boy’ may offend picture 
heads generally. It is as close to 
the borderline of what can be said 
and done on the stage as was ‘The 
Front Page’ presented by the same 
Jed Harris. Its dialog will prob- 
ably be toned down. 

Production excellent. Direction by 
Harris a real, well done job save 
for cutting yet to be done. A re- 
volving stage or stages are topped 
by scenes of upstairs offices. At 
one point four of these scenes are 
simultaneous, the dialog switching 
from one to the other. At other 
points split-second light cues are 


action immediately. First act with 
its multi-scenes ran along to the 
right pace. The play later tapers 
off, especially in the last act, done 
in one scene. Curtain down a bit 
after 11:25 after an 8:45 start. 

There is no romance or little of 
it. The hysteria of high pressure 
endeavor by a dynamic picture head 
who imbues his staff with almost 
equal energy, misguided or other- 
wise has occurred pretty much as 
displayed in this play. Edward 
Chodorov and Arthur Barton, the 
authors, were recently of the press 
department of Columbia Pictures. 
They doubtless figured they would 
be told to take air when the play 
went on, so resigned. 

It is true that Columbia brought 
an over-night picture personality to 
New York and finding the boy with- 
out wardrobe hastily outfitted him 
sartorially. That is an amusing bit 
or bits in ‘Wonder Boy.’ Columbia's 
lad is Richard Cromwell who first 
appeared in ‘Tol’able David. He 
received $50 a week while making 
the picture. Whereas the hick in 
the play whose name is changed 
from Peter Hinkle to Buddy Wind- 
sor, who is suddenly made a 
‘wonder boy’ and is forced by ‘Para- 
gon Pictures’ executives to make a 
personal appearance at the Capitol, 
the kid in the play flops and the 
picture is a terrible bust, while 
Cromwell did well enough in his 
first as did film. Cromwell is still 
with Columbia. Probably at $75 a 
week now. The boy was selling 
pears when Harry Cohn discovered 

m. 

It is not exact that ‘Wonder Boy’ 
has to do with the Columbia heads, 
Jack and Harry Cohn. There are 
similarities such as that one brother 
in the play handles the studio on 
the coast and the other (Jack) is 
at the home office. Another is the 
mention of Rose (Harry's wife) in 
a long distance phone conversation 
but that is strictly for the insider. 

Perhaps a fault in ‘Wonder Boy’ 
is the presence of so much Minsk 
dialect. Phil Mashkin, the fast- 
working, domineering, rutheless and 
often vulgar head of Paragon, has 
that sort of speech. Gregory Ratoff, 

who plays Mashkin, resembles in 





face and form the producer of a 


leading film firm, who isn't from the 
other side. Ratoff has had few 
chances on Broadway because his 
dialect limits his scoyfe. He gives a 
rattling performance, being on much 
of the time, and ‘Wonder Boy’ 
may do for him what ‘Grand Ho- 
tel’ did for his wife, Eugenia Leono- 
vitch, who, too, had appeared out of 
town mostly. 

There is a film president whose 
ears must have burned to a crisp. 
His name {fs thinly disguised or not 
at all to insiders. In a wire sup- 
posed to be sent him by Mashkin he 
is referred to as a louse, 

One scene minus dialect occurs in 
a hotel room in Philadelphia, where 
Charlie Horton, a go-getter for Par- 
agon, is plenty stewed. He is or- 


witz, the auditor, is bedeviled, as is 
Sam Bernfeld, chief of staff, also 
dialect, who takes most of the slaps 
for Mashkin. Of course all the ads 
are ordered killed for the changed 
starring. An executive in checking 
up on the kills asks, ‘What about the 
back cover of Variety?’ ‘Hold it 
over’ is the answer. 

The press department is supposed 
to do wonders while all the high- 
pressure changes are going on. 
Frances Reis is in charge—a smart, 
alert girl and about the most like- 
able of the play’s characters, It is 
her saneness that smoothens the 
rough handling of the poor hick, who 
is forced to be ‘a star’ and then is 
tossed. She tells Mashkin some 
things, forcing him to make a cash 
settlement with the boy. Jeanne 
Green plays Miss Reis, and her per- 
formance is as meritorious as any- 
thing she has yet done. 

There are other good players; in 
fact, the cast is of high order. Rob- 
ect Leonard and James R. Waters 
are the right choices for Bernfeld 
and Benowitz and Sam Levine as a 
yes man. 

Peter Hinkle, the ‘wonder boy’ as 
deliberately the hick type, had the 
playing by William Challee true in 
action and appearance. Henry 
O'Neill very good as an exec. Hazel 
Dawn is the star, Mabel Fenton on 
in but one scene. Bernard Gorcey, 
minus dialect, is the ‘commodore’ 
manager of the Capitol. A mistake 
not to have built up the character 
of Joe Glick, played by Allen Jen- 
kins, a coast agent who ‘has to split 
commissions with the casting di- 
rector.’ 

‘Wonder Boy’ has so much stuff it 
should appeal generally. Ibee. 


CHAUVE-SOURIS 


Three-part revue, presented at the Am- 
bassador, Oct. 21, by Morris Gest; Nikita 
Balief€ starred. 

E 


PROLOGU 
The Lady in Black........ Mile. Diakonova 
yo Bp’. £ ee ree Mite. Nikitina 


BALLET 
Carlotta Chesi......Mlle. Ryaboushinskaya 
Marquis of Boseral......... Boris Romanoff 
ANMSIS Piramedl. 2... cccccccccese M. Dolinoff 
Dolores del Castillo...... .-.-Mile. Poliakova 
BABOR 6 666600000005 Mile. Komisarjevskaya 
Saniboldo del Cofone......... M. Moyseenko 
Robbers and Bandits of the Piranesi Band— 
Mile. Antarova, Diakosnova, Nikitina, 
and Messrs, Sergieif, Stark, Bologovskoy. 
‘THE QUEEN OF SPADES’ 
Hermann..... seeveevereeces-Goeorge Hayes 
First Madman.............Norman Duggan 
Second Madman............2.. Gordon Weld 
The Young Countess. .Irina Hicks Antarova 
The Duke of Orleans...Alexei Tcherkassky 
The Italian Count Cagliostro........... 
Nicholas Moyseenko 
SOurin....seecesecacess+ William Whitehead 
Naroumoff..... eesesecceseess William Home 
TOMSKY....essccccccceseces+-Geoftrey King 
First CUORE,. 6c eeescecvces eesee Cerdon Weld 
Second Officer........e+..-Norman Duggan 
seeeceesceess Helen Kingstead 
ZO Old ComtteGe. occccecsescces Marie Auit 
Tchekalinaky.........../ Alexei Tcherkassky 
‘AN INTERRUPTED FESTIVAL’ 
General Pepinster............ Nikita Balieff 
Blanche, his daughter........ Mile. Vetchor 
Viscount Nestor d’Armagnac........ t «ee 
eoccedec seececccvecssecessM, Toherkassky 
Cora des Entournures.......... Mme. Cortis 
Ma rquis of Topinambour.......... M. Zotoff 
The Chief of Police.......... K. Moyseenko 
Four Policemen: Messrs. Stark, Dolinoft, 
Sergief€ and Rologovskoy. 
Dancers of the Moulin Rouge: Mlle. 
Kyaboushinskaya and M. Romanoff. 





Nikita Balieff, he of the moon 
face, Russian show, ditto dialect and 
sense of humor, tried a comeback 
at the Ambassador after an absence 
of several years, But the new 
‘Chauve-Souris’ is not the type of 
show which Morris Gest and Balieff 
previously popularized on the Cen- 
tury Roof. Despite the $3 top it 
is too limited in general appeal. 

Balief€ himseif appears sparingly 
until the third and final section of 
the show, billed a ‘musical buffo- 
nade.’ He is the actor for whom 
they dolled up master of ceremonies 
to ‘conferencier.’ For the present 
appearance he is slated as director 
and stage autocrat. 

Whatever punch the biil has is in 
the mid section, a dramatic affair. 
‘The Queen of Hearts,’ which con- 
sumed more than an hour. This 





dered east te handle the ‘wonder 


was done in Paris by French play- 
ers and in Dngland native actors 


were engaged. It is this group, or 
most of it, that is in the present 


cast. 

Balieff said ‘The Parade of the 
Wooden Soldiers’ and ‘Katinka’ 
were no more; that he had sought 
novelties. That his new idea of 
novelties missed a like definition 
over here is disappointing. He re- 
marked that ‘Queen of Spades’ was 
written by Alexander Pushkin, a 
great Russian poet. 

The playlet, given in 10 scenes or 
tableaux, is hardly poetic, It tells 
a story of a woman known as the 
Muskovite Queen of Hearts, who 
loses heavily at faro, but who re- 
turns to the game to recoup with a 
magical system, that of playing the 
three of hearts, seven of diamonds 
and ace of spades. She lives up to 
her promise never to reveal the 
secret and never again gamble. 
Long afterwards Herman, a penu- 
rious soldier, manages to obtain the 
system. He never gambled before 
but now wages fabulous stakes. He 
makes the mistake of playing the 
queen of spades instead of the ace 
of clubs and goes mad. The switch 
that brings in drama in English 
rather than the Russian of other 
Balieff revues, is welcome, but that 
portion of the show is much too 
long. An invited audience seemed 
to relish the playing of George 
Hayes as the soldier, yet the char- 
acter seemed wholly unsympathetic. 
The third act or section is ‘An 
Interrupted Festival,’ supposed to 
be inspired by the airs of Offenbach 
and Lecocq. The first is a ballet, 
‘A Romantic Adventure of an Italian 
Ballerina and a Marquis.’ For both 
there are descriptions of what it is 
all about in the programs. There 
is too, a prolugue. ‘A duel with foils 
between two liadies’ to music. 

In its three phases ‘Chauve 
Souris’ dates back to epochs of long 
ago, as for instance, final ‘festival’ 
is set in 1860. Balieff said that 
what with the present day retro- 
gression, by reaching back to the 
glamour of other days, he hoped 
audiences would be enabled to for- 
get their troubles. 

But the new show lacks the hu- 
mor and versatility of the previous 
bills by Balieff. Morris Gest dis- 
plays his talents in the presenta- 
tion and again showing an animated 
cartoon curtain indicating the pres- 
ent critics and Broadway notables. 
And it will have to be Mr. Gest’s 
showmanship rather than Balieff 
and his show, to put it across, if 
it does connect, 


THE SEX FABLE 


Comedy tn three acts presented at tie 
Henry Miller, Oct. 20, by Gilbert Miller; 
written by Edouard Bourdet and adapted 
from ths French by Jane Hinton; Mra. 
Patrick Campbell and Ronald Squire fea- 
tured. 

EOUISS cccoccccccsccesers Mary Chippendale 
A Porter. oceece Ceseoesoss ...Joseph Walton 
Nicole Martin........ssceeeess Anne Teeman 
Jimmy LeRoy-Gomez......Derek Williams 
Isabelle LeRoy-Gomez.........Helen Haye 
Manuel LeRoy-Gomez.........Allen Tower 





Lilt LeRoy-Gomez...... eees-Leona Maricle 
Clarisse Lee-Gomez........Margaret Dale 
Antoine ..... wéoscctccecece OnAIa Squire 


Philippe LeRoy-Gomez....Anthony Ireland 
Christina LeRoy-Gomez.....Helena D’Algy 
Carlee Plate. weccescoceccccces Rafael Corio 
A PAO. ccccccccccosecccess Jack Kilfeatter 
First American Girl.....Constance Trevor 
Second American Girl..Consuelo Flowerton 
An American Man.......... Wylie Adams 
A Spaniard...... eeeeeese Ernesto Gutierrez 
A Spanish Lady..............-Audrey Davis 
First Maharajah...........W. Wana Singh 
Second Mabaratah.......0.+-+.9 John Henry 





A Walter.....cceseesceees+s William Horne 
TRIOS sccccees conecoocececse Os Ovary 
IM@S “escccose ccececccccccesscete Lita Lope 
Another Waiter.......... .- Morris Morrison 
Countess Polaki.....Mrs. Patrick Campbell 
Dorothy Freeman........ ++++-Lora Paxter 

Three seasons ago ‘Le Sexe 


Faible’ was produced at the Micho- 
diere theatre in Paris and was an 
overnight smash. It’s still running 
there and still getting good busi- 
ness. Here it is in New York, pre- 
sented by an able showman, Gil- 
bert Miller, and with a big and ex- 
pensive cast. If it lasts three 
months it will be a surprise, with 
half that time more likely. 


Maybe there’s something to think 
about there. It comes too close on 
the heels of ‘He,’ ‘Melo’ and ‘Marius’ 
to be just an accident, or one of 
those things of a play appealing 
one place and not in another. 
There's more back of this series of 
American flops of French. hits than 
accident. With a direct line trac- 
ing right down to the adaptations 
of the plays. 

With this latest French impoarta- 
tion there is no possible doubt of 
where the fauit lies. It is tipped 
off in the title. ‘Le Sexe Faible'’ 
means ‘The Weaker Sex.’ Here it’s 
changed to ‘The Sex Fable.” With 
all the dialog just as meaninglessly 
translated. 

And translated is the word. 
Maybe Jane Hinton, who is credited 
with the job, was afraid of Eduoard 

Sourdet and didn’t dare do any 
changing. Or maybe she was or- 
dered by Gilbert Miller not to do 
any. As a matter of fact the pro- 
gram distinctly reads ‘by Edouard 

Sourdet, english text by Jane Hin- 
ton.” With the result that the 
sparkling dialog and quick satire is 
completely lost for New York audi- 
ences. 

For New York the play emerges 
as a long-winded, talky play about 
people New Yorkers don’t know. 
New Yorkers are not chauvinistic 
in their theatre. The people and 
characters can be just as foreign 
as possible. But the diaiog has to 
have life. And this dialog hasn't. 


(Continued on page 56) 
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Plays Out of Town 





HAMLET 


Philadelphia, Oct. 25. 


The Norman Bel Geddes produc- 
tion of ‘Hamlet,’ now at the Walnut 
Street theatre here, has not been 
considered particularly in the light 
of a Shakespearian revival. As a 
stage novelty that will stand or fall 
on it’s novel and elaborate staging, 
it has the chance of developing into 
a boxoffice magnet of smash pro- 
portions. 

The Geddes ‘Hamlet’ can hardly 
find any in-between field. It can- 
not expect to depend on the usual 
limited clientele for the Bard's 
plays, both because it is far too 
costly to exist on this support and 
because it’s radical departures from 
the accepted traditions will offend 
the scholars and_ students. Its 
career in New York, then, must be 
either sensational or n. g. And in- 
asmuch as Phily is so different from 
Broadway in it’s reception of 
Shakespearean plays, this reviewer 
is going to hand down the first ‘no 
decision’ report he’s turned in for 
some time. 


Pictorially, this ‘Hamlet’ is the 
most remarkable and the most 
beautiful ever staged. Although 


that’s a broad statement, it stands. 
With no lowering of curtains and 
ne waits between scenes, the tempo 
is. terrifically fast for a classical 
piece. That should tickle the 
casual playgoer who shuns the bard 
as the W. C, T. U. shuns speak- 
easies. 

All changes are achieved through 
the agency of lighting and a plat- 
formed stage with three levels and 
apron out over the orchestra. While 
Hamlet and Laertes are having a 
colloquy on one landing, the king 
and queen are preparing, in the 
dark, for their next scene on an- 
other. 

The only mechanical difficulty 1s 
the quite natural noises of exiting 
characters and scene shifting while 
dramatic moments are being played, 
and it must be admitted that is 
very well handled. It’s doubtful if 
any play ever had so many spot 
lights. They come from everywhere 
except the drugstore across the 
street, and their effectiveness is 
quite amazing. Visually the grave- 
yard and court scenes are strikingly 
beautiful, with the grouping of 
characters also counting heavily. 

No use in going into the depart- 
ures from the conventional presen- 
tation of the old tragedy. There 
are plenty of them’ and some will 
be liked and others reviled, all de- 
pending on the feelings of the par- 
ticular auditor. 

Of the cast Celia Johnson, a new- 
comer over here, has been generally 
acclaimed here as the best Ophelia 
that Philly has seen in years. Colin 
Kelth Johnson, late of ‘Journey’s 
End,’ is a superlative Laertes and 
John Daly Murphy a capital Po- 
linius. There will probably be 
plenty of argument about Raymond 
Massey's ‘Hamlet’. It’s youthful 
and highly emotional, but slurring 
as to enunciation. The king is 
presented as an amorous old gentle- 
man instead of the usual sinister 
villain. 

For the purposes of the eye, this 
‘Hamlet’ will probably be a sensa- 
tion. As for the acting and the de- 
viations in presentation, there will 
be plenty of room for dispute. 


Waters, 


St. Magdeline Salon 


(mMOoscOW) 


Moscow, Oct. 16. 

This town’s one and only revue, 
labeled ‘St. Magdeline Salon,’ was 
about to open in the immense 
circus-like Music Hall here. An 
American neighbor, who has seen 
enough Soviet satires to recognize 
the symptoms, whispered: 

‘Here's where God comes in for 
a razzing.’ 

And He did—God and His Angels 
and His Archangels, all of whom 
figure in the prologue to the new 
revue. They are deployed through 
the whole depth and height of the 
stage, on one of those laddery fu- 
turistic sets, in a subdued religious 
light, punctured by holy tapers, to 
the measured sonorousness of 
church music. 

Suddenly the rhythm of the mu- 
sic switches to jazz. The ligats 
flare up. The angels shed wings 
and tapers, which leaves only light- 
ly clad chorus hoofers, and break 
into a Russian perversion of the 
Charleston. The archangels turn 
into mere functionaries of the St. 
Magdeline Cafe, which—-to put it 
bluntly—is just a disorderly house. 

Being a bawdy house it is there- 
fore (in the estimation of the boys 
who compound such felonies as this 
revue) a fit place for the next ses- 
sion of the League of Nations to 
discuss disarmament. The mayor 
of the town decides that the pres- 
ence of Madame and her gay ladies 
will add spice to a dull affair. 
‘These diplomats,’ he adds slyly, 
‘are such good prostitutes that it 
behooves your girls to be good dip- 
lomats.’ 

Thereafter the revue gains speed 
at the expense of a Papal legate, 
an American by the original name 








of Hoover, a Frenchman named 








Salvarsan and divers other capital. 
ist politicians. They decide to 
abolish war from the earth by 
transferring it to the air. They 
batter each other into comic Shape 
in the struggle for a package which 
they think contains a newly jn. 
vented war instrument; when 
opened it reveals only an old pair 
of pants. They make love to the 
girls, launch an intervention which 
must be fought ‘to the last drop of 
our workers’ blood,’ divide the spoilg 
in advance and go through other 
tediaus business. 

In the wind-up, about four and a 
haif hours later, the whole frock. 
coated evening-gowned crew re- 
treats in panic at the approach of 
a victorious proletariat, bodied forth 
in huge electric-lit red stars, crossed 
hammers and sickles, rising sung 
and other Soviet holy symbols, 
From church tapers to proletarian 
stars in 3 acts, space being allotted 
to chorus-girl numbers, acrobats 
and eccentric dancing along the 
route. 

It’s a hodge-podge of crude slap- 
stick at the expense of the Pope, 
the Social Democrats, pacifists, 
League of Nations statesmen, with 
a dash of sex and elaborate stage- 
set mechanics. 

Pie-throwing artists of the Key- 
tone era were subtle and gentie- 
manly by comparison. The stuff is 
as crudely propagardist as Hun- 
baiting during the late war—and 
like Hun-baiting is effective in 
keeping the popular pulse at the 
proper temperature, Lyons. 


PLAYS ABROAD 


LA LIGNE DE COEUR 


(‘Heart Line’) 
A comedy in three acts by Claude Andre 
Puget.’ Produced by R. Trebor and Brig- 





non. Staged by Pierre Fresnay. Theatre 
St. Michel, Paris. 

Jean JacqQuew..cccsscccccees Pierre Fresnay 
BOOUET occcc cess cccenscococesees Jean Walt 
WOGETO cbc cciececcvccccscess Nene Blanchard 
Monsieur Ledru...... eecceces Pierre Huchet 
A Gentleman....... PPeerTiy Trier Alerme 
Nicole Lambert...... ++++-Helene Perdriere 
Simore ..e..e0> o+eees--Madeleine Lambert 
Madeleine eccccescvccsssvvdsctens Suzy Leroy 
A Lady...-+-. bet i ve Mess -ouaeee teed Jacklya 


A decided hit, with the small thee 


atre playing to capacity and with 
good advance sales. Except for the 
last few minutes, it is very witty 
and fast moving, making it a bet 
for filmization and foreign adaptae 
tion. Author, Claude Andre Puget, 


is a very young southerner, and has 
already had a small play done at 
the Grand Guignol. He says he will 
get hig current male star, Pierre 
Fresnay, to do several other plays 
he has ready. 

Charles K. Gordon, co-producer of 
‘Papavert,’ made an offer for the 
rights, which fell cold. 

Action takes place in two sets, 
second act in a drawing room, first 
and third acts cleverly divided, cone 
sidering its small availabe space, 
into a sitting room in which action 
takes place, the floor landing of an 
apartment house, showing on the 
left the apartment, at the back the 
elevator door, which is one of the 
props in the play, and, leading to the 
stage from the audience, a few steps 
representing the house _ staircase 
leading to the landing. The wall 
separating the sitting room from the 
landing is only suggested so as not 
to mar the view of the side seats. 
Production is very nice though sim- 
ple. 

Story is that of a young man whe 
runs an agency, purpose of which is 
to mail letters from various towns 
for people to pretend they are trav- 
eling there when really they are 
somewhere else. His apartment is 
on the fifth floor. He helps out 
the elevator, which has stuck, & 
young woman dressed in Venetian 
costume who intended to go to & 
masked ball on the third floor. 

They both fall in love at 
sight, and she promises to call on 
him on the way back from the 
masked ball, which her old and 
purely friendly husband will alse 
attend. In the next act, which 
shows the masked ball, the Vene- 
tian-dressed girl changes costumes 
with one of her flighty girl friends 
dressed as a Dutch girl, in order to 
permit the latter to escape @ jealous 
husband. The young man, who also 
comes to the ball, mistakes the 
identity of the woman he finds 
dressed in the Venetian costume, 
finds her different from his recent 
ideal, and goes back disgusted to 
his apartment, taking there at the 
same time a nice ‘old woman,’ who 
is really the husband of the girl he 
loves in disguise. 

Husband reveals himself, . 
gives the young man a lesson rr 
understanding, explaining that he is 
an old man who loves his wife, = 
doesn’t want to stand in the way he 
her happiness. Afier he leaves, t 
wife, who was in another room, ap- 
pears dressed in the Dutch costume, 
and all is well. 4 

In the last sequence the husbané 
re-enters the room, and while pred 
puts on a mask which makes t 


(Continued on page 56) 


and 


———» 
——~$—$—— 


first 












A 4a 
ness 
hearte 
probat 
‘The C 
which 
$27,500 
Boy’ | 
open | 
arouse 
ment. 
Low 
Tonger 
sical s 
$5.50 a 
Only 
priced. 
rated | 
$4.40 ¢ 
came 
nounci 
Vanit 
major 
but th: 
mits t! 
musicé 
$3 top 
that. 
As 3 
eouple 
holdin; 
$2.50, 
ene, Vv 
other : 
doing 


The 
fast Vv 
‘The § 
$8,000 
ful; ‘C 
start : 
the Ru 
tempte 
week; 
attenti 
postpo 

Nine 
mostly 
season 
‘Laugh 
Goes t 
‘Lilly,’ 
Square 
‘Cloud 
‘Caugh 
tian’ c 
(31) te 
‘The B 
mandy 
langer’ 
pired ¢ 
ditto f 


week) 

mid-w 

chanee 
‘Chu 


‘Here 
Again 
out of 

‘Hou: 
week) 
union ; 
longer, 
another 
$15,000. 

‘If | 
week) 
hook-u 
keeping 
comedy 

‘Ladi 
week) 
breakin 
weeks; 
$6,006: 
Nov. 1 

‘Lean 
(CD-1,¢ 
the sain 
rensive 
prove t 


Guild ( 





Ped 








| 
E 


@ore @@remee * ons FP r F rs ecvecnrft ee" 


Pre tere 











~~ 


Tuesday, October 27, 1931 


BEGET EMATE 


VARIETY 55 








Scale Believed to Carry Weight 
~ As Favoring Bway Show Chances 





A downward trend in legit busi- 
ness last week, but Broadway 
heartened to the arrival of one and 
probably two_ success. They are 
‘The Cat and Fiddle’ (Max Gordon) 
which in its first full week bettered 
$27,500 at the Globe, and ‘Wonder 


Boy (Jed Harris) which did not 
open until Friday (23) but which 
aroused plenty of boxoffice com- 
ment. we? 

Lower admission prices are no 


longer mere theory. Only one mu- 
sical since Labor Day is charging 
$5.50 at the Db. o., it being ‘Scandals.’ 
Only two other musicals are so 
priced—‘Band Wagon’ and ‘Follies,’ 
rated holdovers. ‘Cat and Fiddle’ is 
$4.40 and so is ‘East Wind,’ which 
eame in this. week after first an- 
nouncing a $5.50 scale. Fact that 
‘Vanities’ established a $3 top for 
major musicals has had some effect 
but that revue’s house capacity per- 
mits the moderate rate. One other 
musical (‘Everybody's Welcome’) is 
$3 top but is not rated better than 
that. 

As for the new dramas, only a 
eouple tried a top of $3.85, the others 
holding to $3 top. Two came in at 

2.50, but price meant nothing to 
ene, which quickly flopped. The 
ether show (‘House of Connolly’) is 
doing very well. 

Two Let Downs 

The other shows which arrived 
fast week were disappointments. 
The Sex Fable’ at the Miller got 
$8,000 in seven times and is doubt- 
ful; ‘Chauve Souris’ had a negligible 
start at the Ambassador and isn’t 
the Russian revue expected; the at- 
tempted repeat on ‘Melo’ lived one 
week: ‘No More Frontier’ got little 
attention in the Village; ‘The Roof’ 
postponed until tonight. 

Nine premieres next week are 
mostly for houses not lighted this 
season: ‘Hamlet,’ Broadhurst; 
‘Laugh Parade,’ Imperial; ‘Here 
Goes the Bride,’ Chanin’s 46th St.; 
‘Lilly,’ Hudson; ‘Hot Money,’ Times 
Square; ‘Cynara,’ which succeeds 
‘Cloudy With Showers,’ Morosco; 
‘Caught Wet,’ Longacre; ‘The Vene- 
tian’ comes to the Booth Saturday 
(31) to avoid the rush, succeeding 
‘The Breadwinner’; ‘Chimes of Nor- 
mandy’ is the new revival at Er- 
langer’s. ‘Singing the Blues’ ex- 
pired at the Liberty last Saturday; 
ditto for ‘The Father,’ 49th St. 

‘After Tomorrow,’ John Golden 
(10th week) (CD-900-$3). Figured 
bettering even break at about $6,- 
000; house and show same manage- 
ment; ‘Caught Wet’ due into Long- 
acre. 

‘Bush Parole,’ Harris. Booking 
cancelled; show withdrawn Satur- 
day after try-out in Brooklyn. 

‘Cat and the Fiddle,’ Globe (3d 
week) (O-1,416-$4.40). Looks like 
a cinch; first full week grossed over 
$27,500, near capacity at scale. 

‘Chauve-Souris,’ Ambassador (2d 
week) (R-1,200-$3). Opened last 
mid-week; mixed opinions and run 
chanees not definitely indicated. 

‘Church Mouse,’ Playhouse (3d 
week) (CD-984-$3). Doing better 
than some other new shows and 
should further improve; over $9,000 
last week. 

‘Cloudy with Showers,’ Morosco 
(9th week) (C-893-$3). Final week; 
moderate money; averaging around 
$8,000; ‘Cynara’ due next week. 

‘East Wind,’ Manhattan (1st week) 
(M-1,265-$4.40). Presented by 
Schwab & Mandel; very well re- 
garded out of town; top scale first 
announced at $5.50. 

‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ Shubert 
(3d week) (M-1,395-$3). Box office 
price aided attendance so far; mod- 
erate sort of musical show; esti- 
mated over $17,000. : 

‘Follies,’ Ziegfeld (18th week) (R- 
1,622-$5.50). Business has’. been 
somewhat affected as for most at- 
tractions; however, among the lead- 
ers at about $35,000. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ National (51st 
Week) (D-1,164-$4.40). Despite long 
run, holdover is still leading the 
non-musicals; somewhat off last 
week at $22,000. 

‘Here Goes the Bride,’ Chanin’s. 
Again postponed; new musical is 
out of town; due in next week. 

‘House of Connelly,’ Beck (5th 
week) (D-1,189-$2.50). With ‘Re- 
union at Vienna’ staying out a bit 
longer, will not move this show for 
another week or so; very good at 


$15,000. 
‘lf | Were You,’ Comedy (6th 
week) (C-682-$3). Modest cost 


hook-up with especially small rent 
keeping English version of Yiddish 
comedy going. 

‘Ladies of Creation,’ Cort (8th 
week) (C-1,048-$3). Said to be 
breaking even now after slow first 
weeks; however pace holds around 
$6,006; ‘Widow in Green’ due 
Nov. 19. 

‘Lean Harvest,’ Forrest (3d week) 
(CD-1,015-$3). Second week about 
the same pace as first at $7,500; ex- 
pensive to operate and must im- 
prove to last. 

‘Left Bank,’ Little (4th week) (D- 
530-$3). Spotted in small 


the indicated gross of $8,000 is 


okay; should make a good showing. | 


Electra,’ 
Dra- 


‘Mourning Becomes 
Guild (Ist week) (D-914-$6). 





house, | 





LEGIT ESTIMATE SYMBOLS 


R—revue; M—musical com- 
edy; D—drama; C—comedy; 





CD—comedy drama; F—farce; 
O—operetia. Capacities and 
top prices also indicated. 











matic hope of the season; presented 
by Theatre Guild; Eugene O’Neill’s 
long play opened Monday afternoon 


(4 p. m.); in three parts, ‘The 
Homecoming,’ ‘The Hunted’ and 
‘The Haunted.’ 

‘Nikki,’ Cohan (5th week) (M- 
1,400-$3). Bit better here; opened 


at Longacre; with cut rate aid tak- 
ings were over $8,000. 

‘Payment Deferred,’ Lyceum (5th 
week) (D-957-$3).. English meller 
hooked up to operate at moderate 
money; paced around $9,000 it is 
turning a profit. 

‘Scandals,’ Apollo (7th week) (R- 
1,168-$5.50). Continues to capacity 
with strong agency support; aver- 
age weekly gross about $39,000. 

‘Singin’ the Blues,’ Liberty. With- 
drawn Saturday; colored show failed 
to climb, though was figured to have 
good chance. 

‘The Band Wagon,’ New Amster- 
dam (22d week) (R-1,423-$5.50. On 
general downward trend last week, 
trade slipped a bit but gross close to 
$40,000. 

‘The Breadwinner,’ Booth (6th 
week) (D-708-$3.85). Final week; 
closes here Friday night; English 
comedy could not climb after $7,000 
start; ‘The Venetian’ due Satur- 
day (31). 

‘The Constant Sinner,’ Royale (7th 
week) (CD-1,118-$3). Agencies were 
fooled on this one; demand never 
strong; eased off to about $9,500, but 
probably making a little. 

‘The Good Companions,’ 44th St. 
(5th week) (CD-1,323-$3). Another 
import disappointment; getting light 
trade; had been touted a sure thing; 
slipped further to around $10,000. 

‘The Guest Room,’ Biltmore (4th 
week) (C-1,000-$3). Most of the 
meagre money for this one comes 
from pass taxes; not over $2,500; 
but management still hoping. 

‘The Sex Fable,’ Henry 
(24 week) (C-946-$3.85). French 
comedy drew mixed notices; busi- 
ness rather mild after premiere; : $8,- 
000 in seven performances; costly 
show to operate. 

‘The Social Register,’ Fulton. Kept 
out of town for. strengthening 
script; due in two weeks. 

‘Two Seconds,’ Ritz (4th week) 
(D-945-$3). With cut rate aid busi- 
ness picked up somewhat; $7,000, 
which is claimed to better even 
break, 

‘Vanities,’ Earl Carroll (10th week) 
(R-3,000-$3). Broadway’s money 
leader; largest legit house and 10 
performances weekly send gross 
over $60,000 mark. 

‘Wonder Boy,’ Alvin (2d week) 
(CD-1,387-$3.85). Opened last Fri- 
day (23); some difference of opin- 
ion, but rated having good chance if 
running time is reduced. 

Other Attractions 

‘The Roof,’ Hopkins; premiere 
postponed until tonight (27). 

‘The Mikado,’ Erlanger’s; G. & S. 
revival; changed weekly. 

‘The Father,’ 49th Street; 
drawn last Saturday. 

‘The Unknown Warrior,’ Morosco; 
final matinee today (27); tours. 

‘Streets of New York,’ 48th Street; 
revival; only fair. 

‘No More Frontier,’ Provincetown. 

‘Melo,’ Elliott; repeat withdrawn 
after one week. 


‘RACKETEER’ OFF WELL 
IN 1ST BOSTON WEEK 


Boston, Oct. 26. 

Business just fair here last week 
with only one of the local legits able 
to better $16,000. This was the 
colored musical ‘Rhapsody in Black,’ 
at the Majestic several weeks. 

The strong show in town, was 
‘The Little Racketeer’ at the Shu- 
bert. It did not open until Wednes- 
day night and for the five remain- 
ing performances did $13,000. Only 
one new show in town this week at 
the Wilbur, where ‘Alison’s House’ 
takes the place of ‘Five Star Final’ 
which was never a big hit locally. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘The Little Racketeer’ Shubert 
(2d week) started off local run 
strong with $13,000 for five perform- 
ances opening week. 


Miller’s 


with- 





‘Allison’s House,’ Wilbur, (1st! 
week). In fiinal week ‘Five Star} 
Final’ did $7,500. Never was a 


strong entry, locally. 

‘As You Desire Me’ (Plymouth) 
final week. About $9,50". 

‘Private Lives’ Tremont (2d week) 
$11,500 last week. 

‘As Husbands Go,’ Colonial 
week), fairly good last 
around $12,000. 

‘Rhapsody in Black,’ Majestic (4th 


(final 
week, 





PITTSBURGH FIGURES 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 26. 

Legit took it plenty on the chin 
here last week with takings in both 
sites worst in year. 

Most surprising was flop of ‘Ad- 
mirable Crichton,’ at the Nixon 
since Walter Hampden and Fay 
Bainter were expected to mean 
something at the hb. o. Despite 
school campaign and plenty ef extra 
newspaper stuff, all-star revival 
hardly bettered $6,000, which means 
heaps of red. 


Alvin dropped to season’s new 
low with ‘Meet My Sister,’ an 
artistic success if a financial flop. 


Got nice notices but couldn’t over- 
come lack of cast names. Claimed 
$3,200, terrible. 

With both houses contemplating 
dark sessions this week, Peter Arno 
decided his ‘Here Goes the Bride’ 
needed another week on the road 


j}and is making expensive jump from 


Providence to Pittsburgh at Alvin. 
Nixon dark, reopening next Monday 
with ‘Vanities’ while rival Alvin 
gets ‘Mikado.’ 


CRAZY 10 GS 
IS L. AS BEST 





Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 
Ideal theatre weather and the 
vanguard of eastern winter immi- 


grants meant little to local legit last 
week. Takings generally were low. 

Giving the coast a commendable 
production of ‘Girl Crazy,’ built 
comparable to eastern standards 
and selling at $2 top as against the 
$5.85 tap of the recent New York 
production, the Macloons at the 
Biltmore took the town’s best at 
$10,000, but had allowed themselves 
little. room for profit in the sched- 
uled two-week engagement. It’s the 
best musical job the coast has seen 
in a long while, with tune shows 
of any sort very scarce. 

Revival of ‘Alias The Deacon’ 
started. badly at the Hollywood 
Playhouse with less than $3,500 on 
the opening week. Ed Rowland, the 
producer, figured that a repeat after 
five years with Burton Churchill, 
the original ‘Deacon,’ would hit. 

‘High Hatters,’ at the El Capitan, 
failed to draw and came off Satur- 
day after the second of a proposed 
four-week stay. Did less than $3,000. 
The ‘Silver Cord,’ with Kay Ham- 
mond and Ona Munson in the leads, 
opened Sunday to good advance. 

Ian MacLaren’s repertory com- 
pany at the 300-seat Egan grabbed 
off $2,000 with Shaw’s ‘Man and 
Superman,’ Company is being sup- 
ported by the town’s social lights. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘High Hatters,’ El Capitan (2nd, 
final week) (C-1,51-$1.50). No goat 
a terrible $2,950 for the second week 
—so folded Saturday. ‘Silver Cord’ 
opened Sunday. 

‘Girl Crazy,’ Biltmore (1st week) 
(M-1,656-$2). In for two weeks, 
first week’s returns about $10,000, 
with an expensive hookup and low 
top leaving little chance for profit. 

‘Man and Superman,’ Egan (ist 
week) (C-334-$2). Satisfactory at 
this house with $2,000. Theatre 
hasn’t seen a gross like that in 
years. 


Philly Goes for Musicals, Week 
Good in View of Bank Troubles 





Philadelphia, Oct. 26. 
Although some legit managers 
were disappointed in their grosses, 
as a whole last week saw a sturdy 
upward drive in business. 
‘Wondse 4 Bar’ 


the Shubert. 


Town's jeader 
with Al Jolson 


was 
at 


| Strangely enough this one hada dis- | 


appointing advance, and no real in- 
terest was evinced until the opening | 
day. Monday’s window was 
strong, however, and the first night’s 
gross was better than $2,500. At-| 
tendance, except for Tuesday, | 
mounted all week. Enough to cinch} 
a third week after management had |} 
considered cutting local stay to a 
fortnight. 

Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities’ at the Er- 
langer was close on the heels of 
‘Wonder Bar’ all week. Some per- 
formances varied by only a couple 
of hundred dollars. Both shows had 
a $3 top. 

The four theatres housing non- 
musicals all reported trade consid- 
erably better than that which had 
been the rule here this fall. 

Word went around town that the 
Norman Bel Geddes ‘Hamlet’ at the 
Walnut was going to be a smash 
with sell-outs reported as predom- 
inating from the start. That was 


FRISCO GROSSES 


San Francisco, Oct. 26. 

All of San Francisco lay in the 
palm of the Curran’s hand, but 
‘Precedent’ couldn’t pull ‘em _ in, 
though it was the one legit show in 
town. Deuce and final week of this 
Dickson Morgan production ended 
forlornly under $7,000. 

‘Precedent’ fooled its backers, 
who expected San Francisco, of all 
cities, to be a ticket buyer, since it 
was here that the actual ‘Prece- 
dent’ story was unraveled with the 
fatal Preparedness Day bombing 
and the subsequent jailing of Tom 
Mooney. 

Columbia and Alcazar are dark 
with nothing definite on the cards. 
Helen Gahagan in ‘Tonight or 
Never’ opens tonight (26) at the 
Curran, following ‘Precedent.’ Local 
production of ‘Maytime’ goes into 
the Geary Nov. 2. 


sales 








Minneapolis B. 0. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 26. 

‘Street Scene’ gave the Bainbridge 
stock company its best week of the 
season to date, grrossing about 
$6,000. Production and performance 
highly praised by critics and near- 
capacity houses prevailed, ‘That’s 
Gratitude’ current. 

‘Band Box Revue,’ helped by two- 
for-one plan, hit a $2,700 pace for 
Harry Hirsch’s stock burlesque at 
the Gayety. 

The Metropolitan has its second 
attraction of the season, ‘Blossom 
Time,’ for three nights. Walker 
Whiteside in ‘Turf’ underlined Nov. 
2 to 4. 








Unpredictable Chicago! 





‘Lillie Show’ Reverses Self—‘Girl Crazy’ 
Climbs—‘Lifetime’ Disappoints 





Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Legit situation here turned more 
topsy-turvy than ever last week, 


with the managers and the pro- 
ducers showing marked signs of 
suffering from the jitters. They’ve 
now got the practice of announcing 
closing dates and rescinding them 
over night. Notable member of last 
week’s off-and-on-again brigade 
was ‘The Third Little Show.” When 
at the beginning of the week the 
take indicated a dip under the stop 
figure, the revue set Oct. 31 as the 
scram date. Sudden spurt in busi- 
ness the next day caused a change 
of minds all around, and the Bea- 
trice Lillie whimsy now stays until 
Nov. 7. It wound up its third stanza 
with a substantial $24,000, or better 
than four grand over its control 
level. 

Despite a streak of unreasonably 
warm weather, the leaders of the 
previous week held up strongly, 
while some of the hitherfore doubt- 
ful ones, particularly ‘Girl Crazy,’ 
picked up promisingly. The two 
dramas that never got started, ‘The 
Venetian’ and ‘Private Lives’ van- 
ished from the scene Saturday after 
taking it hard on the chin for three 
weeks. 30th had been originally 
tabbed to stay a month. 


week). Topper for week; better Looks like a tough grind for 
‘than $16,000. l‘Once in a Lifetime,’ last Sunday 





night’s opener, even if the stand 
here is limited to three weeks. 
Critics gave it the laudatory limit, 
but those who came found its gags 
and situations shooting far over 
their heads. Balcony sale all week 
was negligible, which tells its own 
story. To drag them into the upper 
shelf, the show has resorted to the 
gaff of slashing prices for that sec- 
tion of the house. Tonight (26) 
every seat in the balcony, regularly 
ranging from $3 to $1.50, was pushed 
out under the grili for a buck a 
piece. Manager Bill Roche labelled 
the cut-rate event ‘Movie Fan 
Night.’ Agency call for it was rated 
just fair. Picked up-nicely at the 
end of the week, with the final tally 
for nine performances estimated at 
around $15,000, 

No indication yet of a letup on 
‘Crazy Quilt’s’ smash draw. Round- 
ed out the third lay with another 
capacity $30,000. Sturdily on the 
build is its neighbor, ‘Girl Crazy,’ 
which boosted its previous week’s 
gross to $17,200. 


Next newcomer slated is ‘The 


Admirable Crichton,’ due at the Er- | 


langer Nov. 2. 


| man Bel 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Against the Wind,’ Black 
(C-1,219; $3). Produced by Tracy | 
Drake and authored by his son 
(Continued on page 56) 


tone 


not exactly true, because business 
was top-heavy. Except for opening 
night and matinees, downstairs 
trade was not so forte, but balcony 
and gallery generally went solid. 
With a $3 top and in only seven 
performances, Geddes production, 
which drew raves from most of the 
critics, got between $9,000 and $10,- 
000. 

Stratford-Upon-Avon Players, fiz- 
ured in advance as a smash possi- 
bility but disappointing in that re- 
spect, nevertheless did beat the 


| ‘Hamlet’ figures on several perform- 


ances despite understanding around 
town to the contrary. Also top- 
heavy in division of attendance. 
Also $3 top which is figured as too 
high for both these Shakespearian 
attractions. 

‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow,’ second 
offering by the Theatre Guild group 
at the Garrick, had strong matinees 
and was better than ‘As Husbands 
Go,’ first offering by the group. 

‘House Beautiful,’ under Profes- 
sional Players’ subscription aus- 
pices, surprised in third week, helped 
by a $1,500 Thursday matinee. That’s 
a hot figure considering length of 
stay and fact that critics almost 
all panned the play. 

Locust theatre, taken over by 
group known as Locust Players 
Guild, giving a different play weekly 
at a $1 top, reported satisfactory 
trade with their first offering, ‘The 
Greeks Had a Word for It,’ which 
was new here. Three matinees and 
all good. 

All in all, considering local bank- 
crashes and ridiculous cut-throat 
competition of openings, last week’s 
legit business was surprisingly 
good. 

Forrest, dark last week, reopens 
this week with the Shuberts’ ‘Mi- 
kado,’ with Schumann-Heink, for 
one week only. Locust has ‘To- 
night or Never,’ also new here, and 
the Broad has one new Shakespeare 
play to add to the eight they gave 
last week. 

Next week looks to be busy, but 
after that indications are poor. In 
fact, it looks very much as if Philly 
would have only about four houses 
open regularly after the middle of 
November. Monday’s incoming at- 
tractions are ‘The Vinegar Tree’ 
(Forrest), ‘Cloudy With Showers’ 
(Chestnut), The Milton Aborn com- 
pany opening with ‘Pinafore,’ and 
‘Trial by Jury’ (Erlanger) and the 
return of ‘Three’s a Crowd’ (Gar- 
rick). The Locust, popular priced 
organization, gets ‘Strictly Dishon- 
orable, with Madge Bellamy as 
guest star. Only holdover from this 
week will be Jolson’s show at the 
Shubert. 

Broad has nothing to follow 
Stratford people but reports a re- 
turn engagement of ‘Private Lives,’ 
which did famously here at end of 
recent fortnight’s stay. Shubert 
has nothing to follow Jolson and 
the Walnut has nothing after 
‘Hamlet,’ which is supposed to end 
this Saturday, but may be extended, 

Aborn Company plans eight weeks 
at the Erlanger and may continue 
right on if successful. Chestnut, 
with Professional Players healthy 
subscription nucleus, is set until 
March. Garrick will undoubtedly 
be kept open, with three more The- 
atre Guild group attractions still 
to come. The rest of Philly’s legit 
houses have little or nothing in 
prospect, 

Estimates for Last Week 


Stratford-Upon-Avon Co. (Broad, 
2d week). Although not the smash 
hoped for on strength of interest 
two years ago, did rather well and 
came close to $10,500. Upstairs draw 
top-heavy. 

‘House Beautiful’ (Chestnut, 4th 
week). Considering length of stay 
last week's $9,500 was surprisingly 
good, with subscriptions doing the 
Fo sig ‘Cloudy With Showers’ Mon- 

ay. 


‘Vanities’ (Erlanger, 24 week)—A 
little behind Jolson all week, but 
mighty good considering house lo- 
cation. $23,000. Aborn Company in 
Monday with ‘Trial by Jury’ and 
‘Pinafore.’ 


‘Mikado’ (Forrest, one week only). 
Shuberts production with Schu- 
mann-Heink. Sale reported good. 
‘Vinegar Tree’ next Monday. 

‘Tonight or Never’ (Locust, one 
week only). New group with $1 top 
and weekly change made out satis- 
factorily with ‘Greeks Had a Word 
for It,’ initial offering. 

‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ (Gar- 
rick, 2d week). Better than Theatre 
Guild group’s first play. Almost 
$12,000. ‘Three’s a Crowd’ (return) 
next Monday. 

‘Wonder Bar’ (Shubert, 2d week). 
With poor advance this one de- 
veloped into a real hit. Steady ad- 
vance all week and $26,000 reported 
on the we ek, 

‘Hamlet’ (Walnut, 2d week). Nor- 
Geddes revival attracted 
much attention. Opened Tuesday 
and got between $9,000 and $10,000 
in seven performances, Also tope- 
heavy with downstairs disappoint- 
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THE SEX FABLE 


(Continued from page 54) 


It’s dead. It’s a translation—a dull, 
dead, translation. 


Fundamentally, ‘The Sex Fable’ 
is the kind of play that must bave 
sparkling conversation. It’s a 
highly sophisticated yarn laid en- 
tirely in various parts of the Ritz 
hotel, Paris—the spot, my dear; you 
simply must go there for Saturday 
night's dinner dances. Antoine is 
the ever-understanding, ever-con- 
siderate head waiter who knows 
everybody’s private lives and can 
straighten out any difficulty. All 
the play revolves around this An- 
toine. 

There’s one of those ambitious 
mothers with three grown-up sons 
whom she has trained to be super- 
gigolos. She sees to it that they 
are all married off to wealthy wo- 
men, who make proper financial 
provision for them. For story pur- 
poses, a couple of them balk, but 
at the end, through the help of An- 
toine and some conniving, they’re 
all nicely in harness—one married 
to an American heiress, another 
to a South American heiress, etc. 
And her daughter is marching off 
a South American gigolo, much to 
the mother’s distress. 


That the daughter’s action is 
pretty much lost in the conglomera- 
tion is one of the pointers to what’s 
wrong with Gilbert Miller’s presen- 
tation of the play. It’s a fine sa- 
tirical note, but is lost, just as 
pretty nearly all the satire is lost. 
In Paris it’s clever and cruel. In 
New York it’s just cruel. And not 
quick, 

There are several places where 
for moments the play seems to 
emerge, in the second and third 
acts—then, only through the in- 
terpretations, and not through the 
lines. But as a general run it’s a 
long evening that sophisticated 
people who know all about that 
kind of life won't find amusing and 
others won't find a chance to laugh 
at. 

There are more things than that 
to spoil the American version, if 
that isn’t enough. One is the dif- 
ference in interpretation given the 
main role by Victor Boucher in 
Paris and by Ronald Squire in 
New York. You g0 away from the 
Michodiere in Paris remembering 
Boucher’s performance. In New 
York Ronald Squire is just satis- 
factory. Squire is an Englishman. 
He is always an Englishman. But 
the part of Antoine was written to 
be played by a Frenchman. It’s a 
French maitre d’hotel, not a British 
headwaiter. Squire tries to be suave 
but is only reserved. His acting is 
quiet, correct and uninspired to 
the same extent as the text, where- 
as both should bubble over. 

On the other hand, for the New 
York performance, there is Mrs. 
Patrick Campbell in a small part 
and limited to the second act. But 
she takes the part and makes some- 
thing so real of it that it lingers. 

In the case of Mrs, Pat Campbell 
the producer deserves a wreath for 
having brought her across the 
ocean. But it brings up another 
question. Just why was it neces- 
sary to bring over an almost en- 
tirely English cast for this play? 
Why have Englishmen for the 


French roles? For leads, okay; 
maybe Miller couldn't find anyone 
over here. But it seems a little 
hard to swallow that he had to get 
all his cast by importation, with 
a couple of exceptions. Helen Haye 
is a fine actress and so is Derek 
Williams, but New York isn’t de- 
void of actors and actresses cap- 
able of handling those roles. [If 
they were English roles in the 
script and Miller imported them for 
authenticity, okay. But some day 
Mr. Miller ought to look over an 
American casting directory. 

There seems to have been some 
cutting in the script for this Ameri- 
can version. There could be some 
more, without hurting. In_ fact, 
there ought to be, although night 
caught (third night) the final cur- 
tain came at 11, with an 8:30 be- 
ginning. Opening night curtain 
was 8:15 with the let-down about 
the same as it now is. 

What it all amounts to is that 
Mr. Miller has fine taste in picking 
plays from Europe; he doesn’t 
stint on production costs (the two 
sets are splendid) or actor’s sal- 
aries; he is a fine stage director— 
but he ought to learn that transla- 
tion of European plays is not 
enough. They must be adapted by 
people who know how to adapt. 

‘Marius’ last season should have 
taught Mr. Miller that. ‘Marius’ 
could have been successful in New 
York if rewritten (by a capable 
writer) to fit the mood of New York 
audiences. New Yorkers simply 
didn’t recognize Marseilles or what 
it means. But Mr. Miller evidently 
didn’t learn his lesson. 

‘Le Sexe Faible’ as shown in New 
York means the throwing away of 
a good play, to the same extent as 
‘Marius’ meant that last winter. 

Kauf. 


NO MORE FRONTIER 


Drama in three acts, a prolog and eight 
scenes presented by Shepard Traube and 
Max Sorind at the Provincetown Playhouse 
Oct. 21; written by Talbot Jennings; staged 


by Shepard Traube; sets and lighting by 
John Marshall Coombs. 
Capt. Jack Bailey......+...--. Gibbs Penrose 


..Charles Thompson 


George Bailey....... 
.»+-Dorothy Bordon 


Hannah Bailey....-. 






Mordecai Balley...cccccecess Charles Blake 
Gail Carltom...cccccccccccees Ruth Gillmore 
Flint Bailey....cccscsceseses Cameron King 
Jim Steele. ....e..0. Forrest Berkeley-Boone 
EMOt Star... coccccccvecsoscecs Cyrus Staehle 
Chaplain Ashworth.......++- Graham Velsey 
A Trooper.....++. eccccccccvece Edwin Clare 
Sue McCarty.....cccceccses Julia McMahon 
Colonel Purdum.....-eeeeeress H. S. Wilson 
Idaho Red...... ecccccccneccess Edwin Clare 
SHAGOW...cccccccccccsesscess Gibbs Penrose 
George Bailey 2d......+e+- Kermit Murdock 
Mord Bailey 2d....cccccorss William Castle 
Gal Smith... ccccccccscaccccess Toauis Peters 


Margaret Seele Bailey.........Irene Homer 
As Children— 


Jim Baitley.....cccccccccscssved Jackie Kelk 

Flint Bailey 2d....... eteecs Charles Belin 
Bob ASNWOTEH....cccccsecserses Lyle Blake 
Jim Baliley...ccscccsccccesees Pascal Cowan 
Gail Bailey...cc.ccccvccces Barbara Pearson 
Howard Cameron....cscsesoess Arne Boesen 
Flint Bailey. ...ccccccssccees Cameron King 
Flint Bailey 2d...ccescseeeessees John Beal 
Mord Bailey.....cscccesssess: William Castle 
Jack Bailey 2d........ -+..-Charles Walters 





It takes only a glance at the pro- 
gram, plus the realization that the 
Provincetown Playhouse is one of 
those 4 by 8 playhouses with a 2 by 
4 stage, to know what is wrong with 
‘No More Frontier.’ But the play 
itself has some good things and may 
win the author picture rights any- 
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THE ROAD DEAD? 








$2,270.5 


P. nq 


cs> $14,207.00 <= 


ONE WEEK’S GROSS BUSINESS OF THE PACIFIC 
COAST COMPANY IN JERSEY AND PENNSYLVANIA 


No complaint about the business of the 
EASTERN COMPANY of 
BEAUTIFUL” either. 
WEEK in Philadelphia AND LEADING THE 
TOWN—THANK YOU! 


NOT FOR THE CROSBY GAIGE PRODUCTION 
OF CHANNING POLLOCK’S GREAT PLAY, “THE 


HOUSE BEAUTIFUL 


THURS. EVE., OCT. 15, 
AT SCRANTON, PA. 


“THE HOUSE 
NOW in its FOURTH 
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way. Despite that, it’s probably not 
for Broadway. 

Four generations of Baileys stamp 
across the stage during the nine 
scenes of the play, with that sig- 
nifying pretty much the history of 
America from.the Civil War to the 
present. Also some throwbacks in 
conversation to a couple of genera- 
tions back of that to make it more 
of a chronicle and less of a play. 
Flint Bailey is the youngster in 
the prologue who finds Indiana too 
stifling and hag to go out West. So 
he picks on Northern Idaho and Gail, 
his fiancee, follows him and marries 
him. That’s in 1875. Then starts 
the procession—Indians, cows, sheep, 
railroads, engineers and cities. 
Second generation grows up and 
breaks away from the old man. 
Third generation creeps up and 
breaks away from the second. So 
on. 

Some pretty good ideas, some nice 
writing and the story itself is well 
told. But it’s so cramped downtown 
that it never quite comes through 
because of lack of air. 

As an uptown venture there are 
other things to consider, however. 
It would have to have a much more 
expensive production and it calls for 
a big cast which would also be ex- 
pensive. AIso are there enough peo- 
ple around who still want to be told 
about the March of progress West- 
ward? Doubtful. Unless, of course, 
done as a picture, and even there 
most of it is probably not new. 

For Broadway the most interest- 
ing point to consider, then, are the 
actors, and what chances they would 
have uptown. First, there’s Cam- 
eron King who plays Flint Bailey 
clear through. He handles his work 
carefully and well and ought to be 
a worthwhile addition to a Broad- 
way cast. Hard to say about Ruth 
Gillmore. She's Frank’s daughter 
and shows training, but was cast 
here in a part too big for her. She 
couldn’t quite make it. It’s a very 
tough part and would be for almost 
anyone, if that’s any consolation. 
Several other youngsters in the 
cast show considerable acting talent, 
outstanding being Julia McMahon. 
In a bit in the first act she com- 
pletely dominated the stage. Others 
showing up well include Graham 
Velsey, Irene Homer, John Beal and 
Pascal Cowan, 

Considering the difficulty of the 
tiny stage, John Marshall Coombs 
did exceptionally well with the sets 
and iights while another palm goes 
to Shepard Traube for the staging. 
From a little theatre standpoint 
it’s a pretty good effort, but it’s too 
ambitious a try to really reach more 
than first base. Kauf. 





Engagements 


Andrew Copeland, Kay Mason, 
Carrie Huff, Pearl McCormick, 
Thelma Mears, ‘Sugar Hill.’ 
Barbara Bulgakova, Henry 
O’Neill, Hallie Manning, Ross Hertz, 
Cecil Holm, Maurice Cass, David 
Burns, Horace McMahon, Vincent 
Yorke, Jacob Belifer, Herman Sha- 
piro, Arnold Preston and Max Beck, 
‘Wonder Boy.’ 

Florence Shirley, Manart Kippen, 
Harold Wolf and Jean Mann, ‘Quick 
Service.’ 

Barbara Pearson and Berkely 
Boone, ‘No More Frontier.’ 

Geo. Hayes, Wm. Whitehead, Nor- 
man Duggan, Godron Weld, 
‘Chauve-Souris.’ 

Louise Brooks, ‘Louder, Please’ 

Louise Prussing, ‘Counsellor at 
Law.’ 

Jennie Maskowitz for ‘Counsellor 
at Law.’ 

Frank Shannon, Genevieve Ham- 
per, Walter N. Greaza, Fredk. G. 
Lewis and John Alexander, ‘Times 








Square.’ 

Knowles 
New York.’ 

Paul Guilfoyle, Egon Brecher, 
Eleanor Phelps, Clarence Chase, 
Ralph Theodore and Lili Zehner, 
‘Steel.’ 

Jerome Lawlor, Charles Francis, 
Barry O'Neill, Martin Burton, Au- 
drey Ridgewell, Cynthia Blake, 
Louis Polan and Alf. Helton, ‘Mer- 
chant of Venice.’ 

Robert Strange, Barbara Willi- 
son, Wm. Linn, Don Beddoe, Guis- 
seppi Sterni, Ben Lackland; ‘Sing 
High, Sing Low.’ 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Campbell B. Casad, press, for 
Civic Light Opera Co. (New York). 

William L. Wilken, advance ‘The 
Little Racketeer’ (Shuberts). 

George A. Florida, press; Fred R. 
Zweifel, manager, ‘The Laugh 
Parade’ (Ed Wynn). 

Dick Maney, p.a. ‘Hay Fever’ (Mc- 
Nutt). 

Chas. Washburn, p.a. ‘Lily’ (Wm. 
Harris, Jr.). 

Robert Sisk, 


Entrekin, ‘Streets of 





p.a. ‘Louder Please’ 





(Jones). 
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1530 FORMOSA AVENUE, HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
Representatives: CARGILL, KALCHEIM & DOBSON 





Chi Grosses 
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Carlos Drake. Carded for four 
weeks. Came in Monday. 

“Crazy Quilt,’ Apollo (34 week) 
(R-1,443; $3). Again reached $30,- 
000. Tickets being sold for week 
of Nov. 1. Solid smash. 

‘Girl Crazy,’ Garrick (3d week) 
(M-1,997; $3). Nice improvement 
at $17,200. Getting turnaway from 
‘Crazy Quilt’ and still roping in the 
party trade, Sanguine of three 
more weeks, at least. House ac- 
cepted $600 of stage crew end not 
properly handled in original Ratoff 
contract, 


‘Green Pastures,’ [Illinois (6th 
week) (D-1,365; $3). Drooped 
slightly to $23,700. Agency call 


running at the same moderate level. 
Excellent business for non-musical 
in Chicago. 

‘Once in a Lifetime,’ Selwyn (ist 
week) (C-1,086; $3). Starting pace 
shows difference of loop and Broad- 
way. May take a gradual build-up, 
as the result of another advertising 
campaign being put on this week. 
Not so hot at around $15,000, for 
the bow-in stanza. 

‘Private Lives,’ Erlanger (3d-final 
week) (C-1,319; $3). Scrammed 
Saturday after three weeks of dip- 
ping into the red for the producer. 
Close-out total under the $4,000 
mark. House ran down the shutters 
until this coming Monday (2) when 
‘The Admirable Crichton,’ with Fay 
Bainter and Walter Hampden, un- 
veils. 

‘School for Scandal,’ Grand (ist 
week) (C-1,300; $). Ethel Barry- 
more revival took a moderate $13,- 
000. Trade picked up at every per- 
formance. Figured to make a sub- 
stantial gain on the second and 
final week. Paltry agency demand. 
‘The Blue Ghost,’ Playhouse (D- 
603; $3). Produced by Ray Payton 
and Harry Minturn. Started off at 
two-for-one. Only play of its type 
in town. Opened Sunday. 

‘Third Little Show,’ Great North- 
ern (3d week) (R-1,365; $3). Staged 
a strong recovery in midweek and 
showed a solid $24,000 on the Sat- 
urday night count-up. Now sched- 
uled to remain until Nov. 2. Agency 
call picked up 20% latter part of 
week, 

‘The Venetian,’ Harris (3d-final 
week) (D-1,084; $3). Cut stay short 
a week, notifying Drama League 
subscribers they could change their 
pews for the fourth week’s per- 
formance for seats at the Barry- 
more show. Lost heavily on the 
local stand. 


‘Unexpected Husband,’ Adelphi 
(5th week) (C-908; $3). Still 
profitably intrenched at around 
$9,500, 


Other Attractions 

‘Merchant of Venice,’ Majestic 
(D-1,997; $3). Chicago Civic 
Shakespeare Society’s first season’s 
offering netted an unimpressive 
$9,000. ‘Julius Caeser’ on for the 
current week, and ‘Hamlet’ is 
spotted for the third stanza. All- 
star cast headed by Fritz Leiber, 
Helen Mencken, Pedro de Cordoba, 
William Faversham, Tyrone Power. 
Not exciting much enthusiasm but 
expecting to get its innings on road. 





Gray’s Victoria Stock 
At Seattle Pan Nov. 2 


Seattle, Oct. 26. 

Checkered career of the old Pan- 
tages theatre here continues, Dark 
again the past few weeks, house 
reopens Nov. 2 with dramatic stock 
plus musical interpolations. 

Ed J. Fisher, Inc., representing 
lessor, A. C. Goerig, and also new 
lessees, Donald G. Gray Drama Co., 
negotiated the deal. Gray will bring 
his Victoria, B. C., company here in- 
tact and will put in a No. 2 company 
at the Playhouse in Victoria. Local 
company to include Don Gray, Mary 
Moe, Frank Sayles, Ted Osborne, 
Verne Layton, Ruth Allbright, Phil 
Keefer, Mary Jane Hastings, 





M’NUTT’S PHILLY WEEKS 


Patterson McNutt’s two shows 
this season are booked to play eight 
successive weeks with the Phila- 
delphia Professional Players, Shu- 
bert subscription group. First is 
‘Cloudy With Showers,’ Nov. 2. 

‘Showers’ is followed by the re- 
rival of ‘Hay Fever,’ with Con- 
stance Collier. 


LA LIGNE DE COEUR 


(Continued from page 54) 


scene possible, repeats for her bene- 
fit that an old man must not stand 
in the way of young love. Play 
would benefit by suppressing the 
last scene, and a telephone conver- 
sation which precedes it, since di- 
rectly the woman is in the apart- 
ment it is understood that the play 
has reached its finale. 

Acting is good all ’round. Pierre 
Fresnay as the lover, and Alerme as 
the old husband give excellent per- 
formances. Helene Perdriere as the 
wife acts well, and is charming, 
thus entirely counteracting her ter- 
rible filmization in the ‘Roi des 
tesquillers.’ 
cellent support. 





Rest of the cast is ex- 











Will probably last 
Mazi. 


the full season. 








‘Mr. Goldigger’ by panlel Kusell 
is next on James Elliott's list, 

‘Bumbo the Clown,’ by Lulu Vol. 
mer and Lawrence Gibson, optioned 
by Anne Nichols. 

‘Reunion at Vienna,’ by R, EB 
Sherwood, has been given two more 
road weeks by the Theatre Guild, 
instead of coming in next week, 
‘House of Connelly,’ current at the 
Beck, will be shunted. 

‘Hay Fever,’ Pat McNutt’s re. 
vival of Noel Coward's comeg-. 
opens Nov. 21 at Great Neck, L, I, 
thence to New Haven, Hartford, 
Philadelphia and New York. Philly 
booking is with Shuberts’ Subscrip. 
tion group. Constance Collier and 
Anthony Kemble Cooper are the 
leads. 

‘Hide in the Dark,’ by Frances 
Noyes Hart, starts a tryout in Cleve. 
land tomorrow (28). ‘Dark’ is owneg 
by Arthur Lubin. Cleveland show. 
ing is at McConnell’s Playhouse, 

‘Blessed Event,’ by Manny Seft 
and Forrest Wilson, is back at Side 
ney Phillips’ for production. Phil« 
lips owned the show before Ray« 
Minor took it, with the latter letting 
it go. Walter Hart reported as due 
to direct it for Phillips. 

‘Woman of That Kind,’ by Lyon 
Mearson and Lillian Day, for pro- 
duction by George Kondolf, jr. It's 
the producer's first Broadway gam- 
ble. Previously limited himself te 
stock: 

Twist in bookings will probably 
send ‘Sing High, Sing Low,’ back 


into the Sam Harris as first ine 
tended. 
This is through ‘Bush Parole’ 


spotted for the house, closing. 

‘Berlin,’ by Valentine Williams 
and Alice Crawford, to be produced 
by Raymond Moore and Carl Reed, 
Casting starts immediately. 

‘Devil’s Host,’ mystery by Carl 
Glick, rehearsing for George Staten, 
Gilbert Douglas lead. 





Phi Beta for Helen Mencken 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Phi Beta fraternity singled out 
Helen Mencken, appearing here for 
the Civic Shakespeare society in 
repertory, for its annual honorary 
membership. 

Collegians did the pinning on of 
the frat emblem after the Saturday 
(24) matinee at the Majestic. 








LIFE IS JUST 
A BOWL OF CHERRIES 


When you can quit 
work at 50 or 55 
and enjoy a life of leisure, only 
made possible by an Income that 
does not shrink nor fluctuate, pay- 
able to you each month year 
after year, even though you 


ee live to be a hundred years 
old. 


For further details write 


JOHN J. 


EMP 


551 Fifth Ave. N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hill! 2-7838—7830 








——, 
——_— 
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Gloitel 
DETROITER 


2560 Woodward Ave. 
DETROIT, MICH. 














Now under personal management 
of Mr. Henry BR. Sorensen, former 
manager of Shubert’s 44th STBEBT 
THEATRE, New York City: 
rooms with private baths. 


SINGLE from $2.50 
DOUBLE from $3.50 


Special Weekly and Monthly Rates 
—_— 
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— 
‘Ram’ For Fowler 

‘The Great Mouthpiece’ is the 

third book by Gene Fowler, former 

pewspaperman and editor, since he 

retired to that Fire Island hide-out 


to devote himself to literature,—and 
it is his best. It is a spot-lighted 
nistory of Broadway, vastly amus- 
ing and interesting to anyone who 
gnows New York. 

The subtitle is ‘The Life Story of 
William J. Fallon’, Broadway’s most 
colorful, daring, brilliant criminal 
lawyer, 2 man respected by jurists 
and attorneys, who loved deeply and 
widely and would have been a great 
actor. Fallon rose to fame with the 





Fourth Estate 





Lon Murray, dance stager, 
has organized what is called a 
press club in Los Angeles 
under title of the Thirteen 
Club. 

Founder memberships con- 
sist of a county deputy mar- 
shall, an actor, ballet director, 
steel company executive, de- 
tective lieutenant, badge man- 
ufacturer, dance director, con 
fectioner and one 
from a trade paper. 

Any other additions will be 


reporter 





gpeed of a meteor but died in his 
prime, @ spent profligate. 

Fowler’s book is not a biography 
in the accepted sense. Written in 
a form that brings in many ad- 
jacent occurences it never becomes 
ary nor trite. ‘Fallon caught old 
Broadway going out and the new 
coming in,’ writes Fowler, whose 
pook teems with anecdote or men- 
tion of people of the stage, the un- 
derworld (considerably) and news- 
papermen. 

The early chapters with the clear 
glimpses of New York in 1886 and 
thereafter, prelude Fallon’s course 
at Fordham University, now hemmed 
on by the outer reaches of the 


Bronx. How he clipped sweets and 
pop from the shop of Brother 
Hooley, how he was_ soundly 


trounced by Eugene McGee who be- 
came his law partner and life-long 
friend make good reading. But 
the glamor he surrounds Fordham 
with well earns the author a real 
‘Ram,’ Fordham’s yell of praise. 

The late Arnold Rothstein figures 
jn many phases of the book. Roth- 
stein, accused of all sorts of illegal 
avts, is cleared of some. He is re- 
ferred to as the ‘great pawn broker.’ 
Fallon who represented him on and 
off for years, amused himself by 
kidding Rothstein, whom he said 
had ‘mouse’s eyes.’ 

Perhaps the funniest chapters 

eoncerns Admiral Dot, a 36-inch 
midget who quit the Barnum and 
Bailey show at White Plains, N. Y. 
Before leaving he told the elephant 
man where to stick his sjmbok and 
to shove the elephants there, in fact 
the whole show including the winter 
quarters and the city of Bridgeport. 
Dot opened a hotel and bar at White 
Plains where Fallon first practised 
law, later to be made assistant dis- 
trict attorney for Westchester 
County. As prosecutor he lost the 
case against Thomas Mott Osborne, 
warden of Sing Sing who was ac- 
cused of a lavender streak. He 
convicted a man of murder but it 
was then he decided he hated send- 
ing people to jail, which explains 
why he preferred to defend those of 
the under crust. 
_ Fallon never took a drink until 
he was 29 but developed into a lush. 
He opened offices with McGee inthe 
Knickerbocker hotel, their partner- 
ship and offices being later referred 
to as the ‘Broadway and 42d Street 
Bar Association.’ 

His brilliance as a trial lawyer 
is shown by the stories of some of 
his notorious cases, when his dar- 
ing, alertness and inventiveness 
riled judges to the point of citing 
him for contempt. An example is 
the Betty Inch trial for alleged 
blackmail. She was tried twice the 
jury disagreeing both times. Case 
never came up again. 

Fallon’s specialty seemed to have 
been in getting hung juries. Often 
the vote was 11 to 1 for conviction. 
Twice he got a disagreement in 
Washington when defending Nicky 
Arnstein in the $5,000,000 bond rob- 
bery case, It was there that he met 
Gertie Vanderbilt, the actress, who 
Was the great love of his life to the 
end, despite digressions with other 
Women, including Peggy Hopkins. 
When Arnstein objected to the 
Vanderbilt romance because it might 
divert Fallon’s attention, the latter 
walked out. On the third trial 
Arnstein and others were sent to 
Leavenworth prison for two years. 
Arnstein blamed Fallon and never 
forgave him. 
aoe decline dates from the time 

® started defending bucket shop 
men, including Fuller and McGee 
Who later crossed him. In consid- 
trable detail the campaign of the 
: ew York ‘American’ against Fallon 
S set forth and the lawyer’s claim 


called ‘honorary lay members.’ 








350 copies was printed and sent to 
mutual friends. This story of Fow- 
ler from Denver is titled ‘A Solo 
in Toms-Toms.’ Ibee. 





Crusaders Overwhelmed 

By the overwhelming amount of 
sexy fiction they have been publish- 
ing the past two or three years, the 
book publishers have, unwittingly, 
spiked the horns of the vice-crusad- 
ers, it is believed. Despite much 
more and nastier sex stuff in print 
than ever before, there has been 
less action by the crusaders. 

The Donald Henderson Clarkes, 
the Jim Tullys, Vina Delmars, Rich- 
ard Aldingtons, Lois Bulls and nu- 
merous other current fictioneers 
have let loose a flood of sexy fiction 
which, it is generally admitted, is 
too much of a task for the vice 
society to go after. An attempt to 
stem the tide would mean action 
against hundreds of books gotten 
out annually. 

It has been learned by the society 
that a ban on a book will give it not 
only a greater demand but a longer 
life. Otherwise, unless particularly 
obnoxious, a sexy book nowadays 
will hardly get any more attention 
than most any other type. 

That is why the Frank Harris 
biography, or Joyce’s ‘Ulysses’ or 
‘Lady Chatterly’s Lover’ must still 
be asked for furtively, and procured 
only at a fancy price, while a ‘Blood 
On the Moon’ or a ‘Millie’ or a hun- 
dred others can be bought openly, 
in many instances at even less than 
the list-price. The books carrying 
the ban are said to be no more 
vicious than the others, but book- 
buyers won’t believe that when they 
have to pay so much more for the 
barred volumes. 

Pook bans avidly welcomed by 
the booksellers, who tell with 
pleasure the business that resulted 
from the padlock on ‘Well of Lone- 
liness,’ or until it got the clearance 
mark. Then it became, like ‘Blood 
On the Moon’ just another book out 
of which to get a passing thrill. 





Hollywood’s Book Bill 

Hoilywood booksellers are grab- 
bing off nearly $500,000 yearly from 
picture people and studios. Accord- 
ing to the book shop reports, the 
film colony is the best readers of 
any professional class here. 

Studios are the steadiest custom- 
ers, all having standing orders of 
from 10 to 20 copies of every new 
book. Quite a number of picture 
people are knee-deep in bibliomania, 
collecting rare and first editions. 
Evelyn Brent, Lloyd Corrigan, Rod 
La Rocque and Holmes Herbert are 
noted for this. Each will walk miles 
to get a look at a book with a his- 
tory. They attend all sales held 
within miles of L. A. and usually 
buy heavily. 

Studios go in for current authors 
only. When a book is published 
execs, writers and directors are 
handed copies for their opinions as 
to picture possibilities. Also, when 
a story has been purchased for pic- 
turization, principals, directors and 
writers get their angles. 

Metro is the biggest buyer of pop 
novels, paying an average of $8,000 
yearly for books. Paramount is 
next, running around $6,000 yearly. 
Fox about the same. 

Warners buys $3,000 worth of 
novels every 12 months. Radio, 
Pathe, Universal and United Artists 
settle for $1,200 each. 





Vance Not Therapeutic 
Philo Vance hasn't been able to 
crash the shelves in the library of | 
the Veterans’ Hospital at Lincoln, 





_ the publisher (Hearst) hounded 
4m. Fallon was accused of bribing 


7 Juror (Rendigs) and defending 
arp in his most brilliaht effort | 
aie > acquitted. As he passed the} 
press table, he leaned over and said 
ane ‘American’ reporter: ‘I'll never 
Tribe 


another juror.’ 

Covici-Friede publish ‘The Great 
fouthpiece. Fowler was asked 
some press work about his 
The publishers thought it so 
esting that instead of regularly | 
releasing it, a special brochure of | 


tn 
to 





inte; 


Neb. Washington officially blue 
penciled ‘Canary Murder Case’ after | 


discovering that S. S. Van Dine’s 
thriller held no therapeutic value. 

Matter came up for an airing be- 
fore a convention of the Nebraska | 
Library association. It was ex-| 
plained that the vets’ reading mat- 
ter was chosen for healing qualities 


and was expected to contribute good | 
cheer and fortitude. Murder yarns, ! 


net coming under that class, natu- | 


rally out. In the ‘Canary’ case the} 
book was killed because it justified | 
suicide. | 


5-10 Mags on Stands 

Opposition to Woolworth’s dime 
fan paper, ‘New Movie,’ ig proposal 
of 8. S. Kresge to place its sheet, 
‘Modern Screen,’ on the stands be- 
ginning with the next issue (No- 
vember). 

Lately Wootworth’s have felt an 
inroad from a third dime fan mag, 
‘Movie Mirror,’ out with its first 
issue and going into a group of 
minor 10-15-25c. chain stores around 
the country. 

In a move for newsstand circula- 
tion, Kresge’s are said to figure on 
not only cutting into Woolworth’s 
sales in towns where Woolworth’s 
have a store and Kresge’s doesn’t, 
but counts on added returns from 
spots which neither penetrates. 
This may force Woolworth’s on 
newsstands. 

When that happens the other fan 
mags, mostly selling at 25c., will en- 
counter additional worries. They 
have been hurt already through 
store sales. 





Scribes as Stock Salesmen 

In the sale of stock of Gannett Co. 
to the public by employees of the 17 
dailies in the string, a quota was 
assigned to every member of the 
staff of each publication. The news- 
paper crews were given sales and 
pep talks. Each employee was called 
upon to furnish a list of possible 
prospects, to whom circulars were 
mailed. These prospects also were 
supposed to be visited by a repre- 
sentative of the paper. 

Quotas for minor employes were 
fixed at one, the number in the 
quotas increasing in proportion to 
the importance of the employees’ 
position. A commission was paid to 
the employee who furnished the 
name of the prospect or who made 
the sale. On the first block of five 
it was $2 a share, on the next five 
$2.50, and so on. 

Sale of the stock, 6% cumulative 
preferred at $100 per share, met 
with varying degrees of success, 





Wasted Nifty 
The Los Angeles ‘Examiner’ with 


reluctance saw the technical charges 
against Otis Wiles, reporter, dismis- 
sed voluntarily by Chief of Police 
Roy Steckel, although the reporter 
will go on with his $25,000 suit on 
charges of false arrest. Wiles was 
pinched on charges of obstructing 
the sidewalk and resisting an officer 
while covering the so-called ‘Ape 
Man’ murder of a candy store clerk 
on Hollywood boulevard, 

Wiles and the Hearst legal forces 
had looked forward with relish to 
a trial of the charges, mainly be- 
cause the reporter had copied the 
officer’s badge number and his at- 
torneys were going to ask him why 
he did it. Whereupon Wiles would 
raise his good eyebrow in mock sur- 
prise and exclaim, for the benefit 
of the world at large: 

‘Why, I was under the impression 
that policemen wore these badges 
for identification—the same as dog 
licenses,’ 





Burtis in Disagreement 


Not so long ago Thomas Burtis 
wrote a page about himself for a 
department featured by ‘The Ar- 
gosy,’ called ‘Men Who Make the 
Argosy.’ He said anyone could 
write anywhere, in a speakeasy, 
tonneau of a car, even in a county 
jail. For three months Burtis has 
been adding the days and weeks 
as a member of the Alimony Club. 
Judge and he can’t agree on ali- 
mony, or the bond to pay it. Re- 
cently he pleaded with His Honor to 
let him out “as he couldn’t do 
creative work in jail.” Motion de- 
nied, 

Burtis was to have produced a 
show this fall. Last season he was 
co-author on ‘Sisters of the Chorus.’ 
Found in A. C. hotel with one of the 
sisters by wife. 





Fiction Mag Casualties 
Casualties among the fiction mags 
have already, this year, far exceeded 
the number for last year. It is 





likely that many more will go be- 
fore the 12th month rolls around. 
In most cases there have been no 
replacements. Former practice of 
substituting a new mag for a los- 
ing mag was dropped after a trial 
period. Publishers want to see 
things get much better before get- 
ting out any new mags. 

Casualties almost wholly confined 
to the pulp-paper fleld. For the 
scribblers shooting at that market 
it necessitates a new listing. 

Chain publishers like Dell and 
Street & Smith have each dropped 
at least four mags the past year. 

Casualties among the class mags 
have been very few. 





Best Sellers 


(Reported for week ending Oct. 
24 by American News Co.) 





Fiction 
Red Headed Woman, by Kath- 
arine Brush .«..ccecese> $2.00 
American Beauty, by Edna 
POTOED. ca vecsessccsateces 2.50 
Young and Healthy, by Donald 
Henderson Clark......... 2.00 
Wild Orchid, by Sigrid Und- 
Se re rere 2.50 |} 
10 Commandments, by War- | 
wick Deeping .........++2 2.50 | 
Shadows on the Rock, by 
Willa Cather <cscccceces 2.50 





Non-Fiction 
Washington Merry-Go-Round, 
ANONYMOUS ..ceeseceess $3.00 
Elien Terry-Bernard Shaw, by 
Christopher St. Johns...5.00 


The Great Mouthpiece, by 
Gene Fowler ...cccscecoss 3.00 
Mirrors of 1932, Anony- 
lt) er se eee ee 2.50 
Believe It or Not, by Robert 
Ei, WRUBIOY 6a dé wesscsaass 2.00 


Mexico, by Stuart Chase...3.00 














W. A. Rogers Dies 

William A. Rogers, 77, cartoonist, 
formerly with the old New York 
‘Herald’ and later with the Wash- 
ington ‘Post,’ died at his residence 
in Washington Oct. 20 after a short 
illness. 

Born in Springfield, Ohio, May 23, 
1854, Rogers began his career in 
New York city on the Daily Graphic. 
He was later on the staff of ‘Har- 
per’s Weekly,’ ‘Life,’ ‘St. Nicholas’ 
and ‘Century.’ Among his friends 
were Theodore Roosevelt, Grover 
Cleveland and Jules Jusserand, for- 
mer French ambassador. Rogers 
was a Chevalier in the French Le- 
gion of Honor. 

He was buried 
Ohio, October 22. 


in Springfield, 





Paris’ Best Sellers 
English non-fiction is strongly 
competing with American litera- 
ture at American booksellers in 
Paris, 


BEST SELLERS 
Non-Fiction 
‘Outline of Modern Knowledge,’ 
edited by William Rose. 
‘Sir Walter Raleigh,’ 
Burr Chidsey. 
‘Letters of Queen Victoria,’ 
George Early Buckle. 
‘Humanity Uprooted,’ by Maurice 
Hindus, 


by Donald 


by 


Fiction 
‘Goodhearth,’ by Buck. 
‘Return I Dare Not,’ by Margaret 
Kennedy. 
‘Sarah Gay,’ by Mary Borden, 
‘Judith Paris,’ by Hugh Walpole. 





Woman Decorated 

The Dutch authoress, Mrs. Jo van 
Ammers-Kueller, has been deco- 
rated with the cross of an officer 
of the Dutch order of Orange-Nas- 
sau, an exceptional decoration in 
Holland for a literary light, espe- 
cially for a woman. 

She is best known by her novel, 
‘The Rebel Generation,’ which ap- 
peared in its English version at 
Dent’s in London. The play, based 
on this book, was also quite a suc- 
cess over here, The decoration 
was mainly given for her unceas- 
ing efforts to make the late P. E. N, 
Congress, held this summer at the 
Hague, such a success, 


—_— 


State Job for Scribe 

Former New York ‘World’ men 
continue to land good state jobs. 
Herbert E. Gaston, for many years 
on the staff of the defunct Pulitzer 
daily, has been appointed Deputy 
Conservation Commissioner to suc- 
ceed Dr. Carl E. Ladd. Mr. Gaston 
had been secretary of the Conser- 
vation Commission since April L 





‘Graphic’ Mag. Boss 
Lois Bull, who wrote ‘Broadway 


Virgin’ and feature editor of the 
Graphic, has been put into the spot 
vacated by Joe Applegate as magae 
i zine and roto editor for that tab, 
Real Names of Authors 
Marie Cher, author of ‘Poison at 
| Court,’ is Marie Scherr; John Oxen- 
ham, ‘A Saint in the Making,’ is 


William Arthur Dunkerley. 





Chatter 

Ogden Nash got the title of ‘Free 
Wheeling’ for his book from the ad 
line, ‘The New Nash Has Free 
Wheeling.’ 

John Floyd doing a dramatization 
of ‘Queer People.’ 

Sanford Greenburger now agent- 
ing. 

Jack Devine looking for a Con- 
necticut farmhouse. The missus will 
go along to raise the vegetables. 

The new Eddie Cantor book will 
be ‘Canter to the White House With 
Eddie.’ Not the pieces which go 
into ‘Redbook’ mag under the title 
of ‘I’f I'm Elected.’ 

Henry Willsing sold his first short 
story for half a buck. 

Eli Siegel still talking. 

Charles Yale Harrison can still 
write a new story head. 

What’s become of Harold Bell 
Wright? 

George Bye commutes between 
New Canaan, Conn., and 5th avenue, 
which is why he is able to look over 
so much material daily. 

Paul Palmer sailed with the new 
wife. 


George K. Arthur, the picture 


comic, has hold a short story to 
‘Cosmopolitan.’ 
Cosmo Hamilton under ideal 


working conditions. 

Any book goes as long as it’s on 
Mexico. The new ‘Life in Mexico’ 
contains material written nearly 100 
years ago. 

First Horace LAveright postpones 
its book of Hollywood pieces, now 
Alfred H. King puts back the Burton 
Rascoe Hollywood book, too. Maybe 
too much Hollywood just now. 

Frank Swinnerton knows more 
about the retail book biz than many 
of the dealers that handle his books, 

Not a scribbler left in Woodstock, 

Delos Lovelace, who wrote the 
Rockne biography, ‘Rockne of Notre 
Dame,’ is the husband of Maud Hart 
Lovelace, the novelist. 

Margaret Emerson Bailey has only 
been writing poetry two years, and 
looka! 

The Farrar & Rinehart deal for 
the Cosmopolitan Book Corp. did not 
include Vicki Baum. Doubleday, 
Doran will get out her new book, 
‘And Life Goes On.’ ‘ 

Look for war histories in large 
numbers this book season. 

Something has caused Charlle 
Norman’s mustache to shrink. 

Sergei Koussetitzky, the orchestra 
leader, is the subject of a new biog- 
raphy bearing his name, written by 
Arthur Lourie, 

The Blair Niles book, 
Brother,’ not catching on, 
been hoped, 

The Haldeman-Julius ‘little blue 
books’ will reach the 2,000 mark this 
winter, 


‘Strange 
as had 























The Most Thrilling Biography of the Year 


THE GREAT 
MOUTHPIECE 


A LIFE STORY OF 


WM. J. FALLON 


By Gene Fowler 


No man ever thrilled New York with more spec- 
tacular exploits than did Bill Fallon, the most color- 
ful and_resourceful criminal lawyer we've ever 
known. Peck’s Bad Boy of the bar; mouthpiece of 
the barons of the underworld; proeeany playboy; 


genius. Fallon never took 
yet liquor killed him at 41. 


a drink until he was 29, 
Fallon never played with 


women until he was 33, yet women helped send 
him to his grave eight years later. Imagine the livin 
that was crowded into those few years during whic 
he earned more than a million and a half dollars 
in fees and scattered it like dust on the greatest 
primrose path in the world! 


$3.00 Everywhere 
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Publishers © 


New York 
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SEELEY and FIELDS EUGENE ORMANDY ORCH. M. H. H. RAJPUT BENNY RUBIN "ROUND THE TOWN REViEw 
Crooning With Round Towners 4, Helen/| Serial Comedian S. Jay ; ger ate Borrah Minne. 
Sustainin Board, Charles Carlisle COMMERCIAL Sustaining vitch, Lorenz Hart 


WGN, | A 

Crooning doesn’t tell the story. Or 
half of it. Radio would probably so 
classify Blossom Seeley and Benny 
Fields. That’s for convenience. 
But it needs amplifying. What they 
do to a number is not simply to 
croon it or render it softly and 
sweetly. They build a song into a 
miniature production. They make a 
story out of it. 

That is something radio should 
embroider its call letters into. Since 
radio is limited to three or four dif- 
ferent kinds of programs, anything 
that can bring a new twist or an 
enhanced technique ought to be given 
sober consideration. What’s more 
to the point therefore than talent 
backed by experience and ideas that 
can make a song program unique 
and different? 


In that matter of giving a number 
‘continuity’ radio should not be de- 
ceived. A clear understanding of 
what is meant and implied should 
exist. It is not the continuity of a 
typical radio writer. Most of them 
can’t tell time. It’s the continuity 
of vaudeville, that lubrication that 
means so much, that makes the pos- 
sessors of it stand out. Blossom 
Seeley and Benny Fields have been 
singing songs in vaudeville and 
revues for 15 years. And have been 
paid good money for doing it. 


A number of radio appearances in 
Chicago were publicity gestures by 
the team for their show, ‘Girl Crazy.’ 
They were on WCHI, WBBM and 
WGN, with the latter broadcast ofa 
Sunday afternoon caught and giv- 
ing the convincing sample. Both 
have ‘hot’ voices, and Fields’ bari- 
tone obligato to Miss Seeley’s heated 
melody is abundantly persuasive. 

Land. 


GREAT PERSONALITIES SERIES 
oe ge Coolidge 


al 
COMMERCIAL 
WENR, Chicago 

With the mike spotted in his 
Northampton bailiwick, Calvin Cool- 
idge took a flyer in ether salesman- 
ship during the inaugural program 
(6) of the New York Life Insurance 
Company on NBC. Prefacing his 
15 minutes of copy reading with the 
remark that he had been tagged for 
the assignment because of his hook- 
up on the company’s board of di- 
rectors, Coolidge tossed off a 
straight factual plug on the benefits 
of carrying life insurance. 


From the standpoint of the ether 
copywriter’s art, the Coolidge paper 
impressed as a dry but convincing 
buildup. Despite a flat, nasal mon- 
otone, the voice of the commercial’s 
mike rep packed clarity and point- 
edness, oddly, for the medium, con- 
veying the impression that the 
speaker was himself sold on the 
very things he was retailing. At no 
time during his recital did the guest 
announcer resort to any of the 
tricks of overemphasis common 
among the ether selling fraternity. 

Introductory honors were handled 
by the series’ regular m.c., Frazier 
Hunt, war correspondent and re- 
tailer of the recorded Chevrolet 
Chronicles. Hunt is down to do a 
Douglas Gilbert for New York Life, 
with the task calling for hauling be- 
fore the mike each week some out- 
standing figure in industry, science, 
pedagogy, social service, etc. In his 
initial talk of the series Hunt so- 
licited the listeners to suggest great 
men and women of the day they'd 
like to hear. For the next program 
(12) the mike interviewer promised 
Owen D. Young. 

Symphonic studio combo, batoned 
by Rosario Bourdon, fills the non- 
talk gaps in the underwriters’ half- 
hour weekly release, 


SOLITAIRE COWBOYS 
Morey Mercantile Company 
COMMERCIAL 

KOA, Denver 


The writer of the continutty of 


this program must live on an hon- 


est-to-goodness cow-puncher ranch 
to be able to furnish the intimate 
glimpses into the everyday life of 
Starting it off the 
boys tune up their cowbells and 
sing a half dozen choruses of cow- 
Plenty of good humor is 


these characters. 


boy favs. 
injected. 
This is a typical western program 


kept in that area, and is the best | ™@" with @ balled; 
The an- 
nouncer, Vance Graham, gets in a 
few words about the red-label prod- 
ucts preceding the signature song 
coming and going. This same pro- 


half-hour in this section, 


Orchestra, Songs 
WABC, New York 


First of a new series of sustain- 
ing broadcasts with the announced 
intention of blending old songs with 
new. If Ormandy can keep up the 
pace started by his first period, 
CBS should find it a cinch to sell 
this commercially, for this is an ace 
broadcast from all angles. 
Ormandy carries quite a rep as 
an accomplished leader. His musi- 
cal arrangements are something out 
of the ordinary. Pops are barely 
touched, just about two or three be- 
ing played, and they are given un- 
usual arrangements. 

In the main operetta airs are used. 
They're all put over in typical ope- 
retta style, highly promotive. Round 
Towners are CBS’ ace quartet. Miss 
Board is a fine soprano, delivering 
all her numbers with ease. Mike, 
though, doesn’t treat her easy when 
she goes extremely high. Miss 
Board and Carlisle, tenor, alternate 
between solo numbers and finish up 
with group selections from ope- 
rettas. 


BISSELL PICKUPS 

With Norma Bosworth, Fay Creer 
Songs 

COMMERCIAL 

WLS, Chicago 

Routine of the Bosworth-Creer 
duo, soprano and contralto, re- 
spectively, and here billed as the 
Hi-Lo Singers, is strongly reminis- 
cent of the Moonbeams program on 
WOR, Newark, with the comparison 
favoring the latter. Moonbeams 
team did its crooning on a late eve- 
ning schedule, fitting in perfectly 
with the mood of the hour, while 
the Bissell Carpet Sweeper girls 
are given an early morning release 
and, from the mood angle, placed 
at a disadvantage. 

Questionable if it’s the type of 
harmony that a housewife clearing 
away the breakfast dishes would 
welcome. Choice of numbers and 
lullabyish interpretation are too 
melancholic and dirgy for that time 
of day. Just another instance where 
a network, NBC, in this instance, 
sells an advertiser on talent, with- 
out regard to the act’s suitability 
for the schedule spot or other prob- 
lems germane to the client’s best 
interests. 

When caught (13) the Bissell pair 
seemed to be having some difficulty 
keeping themselves in synchroniza- 
tion and in register, with the con- 
tralto principally at fault. Was 
either a case of insufficient rehear- 
sal or larynx indisposition. 

Plug copy delivered in an in- 
gratiating voice by a woman an- 
nouncer, billed as Jeane Bright. 
Latter asks the listeners to con- 
tribute mottos, maxims, aphorisms 
or what have you, which she terms 
‘pickups,’ to be interpolated be- 
tween warbling. bits. As the ‘part- 
ing pickup’ of this particular pro- 
gram the femme spieler tossed off 
the following nugget of wisdom: 
‘Speech is the mirror of the soul; 
as a man speaks, so he is.’ 


SKY-DWELLERS 
Revue 

Sustaining 

KTM, Los Angetes 

Nine picture freelances and their 

Hollywood agent, most of them 
known in vaude or legit, and only 
two of them ever in front of a ra- 
dio mike before their opening hour 
at 10 p. m. Sept. 27. 
Group is presented as a theatrical 
club organized in New York years 
ago, disbanded by the break-up of 
vaude, and now revived in Holly- 
wood to recall old times, songs and 
gags. 

It’s a neat arrangement for Ha- 
ven MacQuarrie, agent and ex- 
vaudevillian, to show his people to 
casting directors on a Sunday night. 
Incidental benefit to studios in the 
mention of pictures the people are 
now working in, or are to be seen 
in in local theatres. With eight 
or nine casting directors mentioned 
by name in the opening broadcast, 
they should have their ears pricked 
to succeeding programs. 

Those in the opening program 
were Nellie V. Nichols with a couple 
of songs; Lew Kelly and Snub Pol- 
lard with mise. chatter; Leyland 
Hodgson and Forrester Harvey with 
a talk-song each; Rodney McLen- 
May Beatty 
with a comedy lyric; Mark Cook 
with two standard tenor solos, and 
Ciarence Muse, another two songs 
and easily the most meritorious of 
the hour. MacQuarrie himself acts 


gram goes over the NBC network | 25_™: ©: 


as the Colorado Cowboys on Satur- 


day afternoons—without the plugs 





FOSTER WILLIAMS 
Songs 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 


Leading man of Hudson Players, 


stock troupe at Hudson theatre 
Scheneciady, 


week's play. 
fair power and good tone quality 
Sounds trained. Standard’ ballads 
request numbers, etc. 


Williams’ vocal talent is worthy 
of a more extended broadcast, but 
the actor may not have the time] for 
or inclination, while steck grind is 


ort 


sings a number or 
two on some programs, prior to the 
broadcasting of a scene from next 
Has baritone voice of 


Idea is there and what has to be 
worked up is a free-and-easy club 
atmosphere with more informal ad 
libbing and the plugs held to a min- 
imum. The colored singer, Muse, 
and Mark Cook, radio tenor, doing 
some picture work, were the only 
two perfectly at ease. 


,| VIBRANT MELODIES 


Sustaining 
KMTR, Los Angeles 
Sterling Young and Graham 


Stevenson combine the vibraphone 
-; With a violin for 15 minutes of 
,| straight music, sans words. Effect 
somewhat like organ music, but dif- 
ferent enough to provide novelty. 

Station plugs this as something 
listeners who favor soothing 
tunes. That's the way they im- 
pre 





WBBM, Chicago 

‘Torture — spies — murder—hair- 
raising thrills!’ 

So Saad the tremulous publicity 
on this Hindu secret service agent 
(Maurice Joachim to his pals) who 
narrates as gospel truth, sworn to 
on a stack of Dr. Strasska’s tooth- 
paste boxes, incredible but exciting 
incidents in the life he was s5up- 
posed to have led in India. 

Sound effects blended into the 
yarn render giddy-with-suspense 
passages even more throbbing. 
Never was there such a continu- 
ously menaced hero as Herr Raj- 
put. He is surrounded by invisible 
throngs of peeping, dagger-hurling 
thugs, rubber-heeled Malays of un- 
canny omniscience and magical 
swiftness. They skulk about in 
the dark, lurk under his bed, watch 
his every move, know his every 
thought, steal his documents, frus- 
trate his plans, puncture his tires, 
and put kerosene in his tube of Dr. 
Strasska’s toothpaste. No wonder 
he left India and became a radio 
merchandiser! 

At the end of Wednesday’s (7) 
chapter the turbaned kid was in an 
aeroplane that had been scuttled by 
the inevitable Malay. It was fall- 
ling—falling—the agony was awful. 
And not until Friday, Thursday not 
being scheduled, could the pop- 
eyed listeners learn his fate. What- 
ever became of Pearl White any- 
how? 

Having left the audience, along 
with the hero, suspended in midair 
it seems that radio, thanks to the 
always alert Strasska organization, 
has now gotten well immersed in 
the good old melodramatic hokum 
of climaxes amputated at the neck. 
Odds and ends from Sax Rohmer, 
Nick Carter, and the Rover Boys 
on the Ghanges are peddled by a 
high pressure mugger with phoney 
excitement a la Floyd Gibbons. 
Will the public suspect, or sus- 
pecting care? That is the only 
ethical point that will disturb any- 
one. This dentrifice is a _ giant 
child of radio broadcasting. Char- 
ley Hamp, its late vice president, 
did wonders for sales. And sales is 
what Strasska’s wants (and who 
doesn't?) and goes after with utter 
frankness. If today is Monday 
Strasska expects results by Wed- 
nesday. They’re devoted to the 
realism of arithmetic. 

To test Herr Rajput there’s a 
little white elephant good luck 
charm that goes to anyone sending 
in the cover of a Strasska carton. 
This charm is worked into the 
scripts. It saves the sleuth’s life, 
in fact. How many superstitious 
people are there on WBBM’s kilo- 
cycle? Use five figures for the 
guess. And all of them potential 
users of toothbrushes! Land. 


JILL AND JUDY 

Mrs. Davis Edwards, Juliette Bar- 
ker 

Talk 

Sustainin 

WENR, Ghicene 

NBC's alibi for slipping in this 
one is that some provision must be 
made for catering to the highbrow 
or intellectual listener minority. 
If that’s the real lowdown, the net- 
work’s shooting up the wrong al- 
ley. What is offered here is neither 
highbrow nor intellectual. It’s just 
15 minutes of vapid prattle by a 
pair of ladies with a Bohemian 
complex and nothing substantially 
interesting to fortify it. 

Principal topic of conversation 
during the program caught (13) re- 
volved around the coming of Will- 
iam Lyons Phelps, Yale’s champ 
all-around indorser and ace plat- 
form showman, for a flock of lit- 
erary lectures. Girls exchange 
some inane anecdotes about the 
Chautauquas and, for highbrows, 
some pretty broad mispronuncia- 
tions. 

Drift of give-and-take moves 
listlessly and aimlessly, leaving the 
impression that only persons gain- 
ing anything from these discourses 
are the business agents behind the 
literary, concert and arty affairs 
plugged by the girls. 








GENERAL ELECTRIC HOME 

CIRCLE 
Theodore Webb 
Songs, Organ, Skit 
COMMERCIAL 
WENR, Chicago 

Entertainment content of this new 
series of morning programs is 
limited to three short but catchily 
rendered numbers by Theodore 
Webb, NBC staff baritone. Two- 
minute skit included in the 15-min- 
ute daily stretch comes under plug 
classification. It’s used to illustrate 
the difference between the old style 
of cooking by hot, flaming ovens 
and the modern electric method. 

Inaugural program (13) had Ann 
Batchelor, food editor of ‘The De- 
lineator,’ miking a few words of 
cheer to the housewife. Ad chat- 
ter throughout stresses the tough 
lot of the housekeeper, laying it on 
pretty thickly and mercilessly be- 
fore turning the page and showing 
the way to relief—the G E electric 
appliances. For some reason not 
made clear, femme spieler for G E 
asks the housewives to write her 
on the subject, ‘Why I’m Glad I Am 
a Woman.’ Program as a whole is 
nicely and smoothly handled, but a 
bigger allotment of time for the 
Webb baritoning would add to its 





appeal 


WGN, Chicago 

Together with Blossom Seeley and 
Benny Fields, Rubin appeared in 
the ‘Tribune's’ Sunday non-com- 
mercial 20 minutes entitled ‘5th Row 
Center.’ That was in behalf of the 
musical comedy, ‘Girl Crazy,’ at the 
Garrick. It served to show anyone 
with the calibrater properly ad- 
justed that Benny Rubin has radio 
possibilities, 

It might be supposed offhand that 
an entertainer using his face and 
feet, as does Rubin, would be at a 
disadvantage in the ear-only de- 
partment. Such was: not the case. 
Rubin was a laugh from start to 
finish. His dialect, moreover, is 
ideal for comedy. In this it differs 
from some of the atrocious sputter- 
ing that passes for dialect on radio 
stations and is no more a dialect 
than the ga-gas of a baby in its crib 
is a recitation. 

What is perhaps equally impor- 
tant, Rubin could supply plenty of 
tried and proven comedy gags, non- 
sensical narratives, and dismem- 
bered English. And he’s never dirty. 
Therein he’s safe for home con- 
sumption. Land. 


JACK SUTHERLAND 
Sports Talk 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 


This is sponsored by a spat com- 
pany which each Friday night uses 
a different university football coach 
to predict the outcome of the fol- 
lowing day’s games, and also gives 
a short talk regarding that sport. 
Included are some incidental piano 
selections, all college songs. 

Sutherland, coach for the U. of 
Pittsburgh, gave an. interesting 
short spiel on football, telling 
what game gave him the greatest 
thrill, the greates: backfield man 
he’s ever coached and the greatest 
team he saw play. 

Sutherland made about 15 predic- 
tions on the following day’s games 
and basing it on the seven predic- 
tions which were caught, he didn’t 
go wrong on one, except the Yale- 
Army game, which was a tie, but 
to which Sutherland picked Army 
to come out on top. He picked 
Notre Dame t~> beat his team, which 
was borne out the following day, 
ditto N. Y. U. to beat Colgate, Har- 
vard to beat “exas, Navy to beat 
Princeton, etce., which would give 
Sutherland a percentage of about 
90%. 

Periods should get a lot of atten- 
tion around football time. 


FORREST WILLIS 
Songs, Piano 
WGY, Schenectady 

Crooner-pianist heard on quar- 
ter-hour commercial broadcasts 
over this station, and on sustain- 
ing programs from WOKO. Sings 
popular songs to own accompani- 
ment, with occasional piano inter- 
ludes. Hasn’t much of a voice, but 
can carry an air. Fairly effective 
crooning technique. 

Willis is a good pianist, doing 
pops nicely. He might tickle the 
ivories more and sing less, 


Clarify NBC Jobs 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Latest flurry of reorganization in 
the NBC studios here wound up 
with the centralization of produc- 
tion authority in C. L. Menser, re- 
cently brought on here from the 
New York unit, the resignation of 
Fred Ibbett, staff producer for the 
past year, and a decisive change in 
policy regarding auditions. Latter 
move is supposed to insure an act 
on for a mike tryout of an audience 
of network execs who will mean 
something. 

Reshuffling of the who’s who set- 
up eliminated the conflict of au- 
thority hithertofore prevailing and 
gives Menser a free hand over all 
production activities. Revised of- 
ficial status, however, still has him 
under the wing of A. W. (Sen.) 
Kaney, program manager, and the 
latter’s assistant, Alex Robb. 

Order issued Saturday (24) in- 
structed all executives connected 
with the NBC Artists Service, the 
program, production, sales and pub- 
licity departments to be on hand 
every Monday night to listen in on 
the mike tryouts and report their 
reactions to each applicant the next 
day. Monday night’s two-hour 
audition assignment does away with 
the previous practice of holding im- 
promptu auditions at helter-skelter 
intervals during the week. 

Ibbett, who before the arrival of 
Menser had charge of all dramatic 
productions, has tied up with 
WBBM, the CBS key outlet here. 
and moves into his new job Nov. 1. 








China Radio Man in U. S. 
San Francisco, Oct. 26. 
Paul Osius, director of XCBL, 
Shanghai, arrived here this week 
from China, 
He will spend some time in New 





York before returning to the Orient. 
a 


COMMERCIAL 
WOR, New York 


Another newspaperman gone ra. 
dio. Kaufman inaugurated this se. 
ries of broadcasts for Davega last 
week with Minnevitch and his gang 
and Lorenz Hart, lyric writer as 
‘guest stars.’ , 

This angle of spotting newgpa. 
permen on broadcasts is quite in. 
active to the advertisers, as they 
get a whale of a lot of name talent 
with hardly any expense. They rely 
on the newspaper man’s influence 
with the theatrical mob to bring 
up various artists as guest stars for 
each broadcast gratis. 

Kaufman evidently isn’t accus. 
tomed to the mike, for he shouted 
his lines. However, he'll probably 
get his verbal bearings later. He 
doesn’t devote much time to him. 
self, doing but two minutes of gos. 
sip on Broadway and recommend. 
ing books, plays and pictures, ac. 
cording to what he has seen and 
read. The rest of the time he spends 
in announcing numbers. On this 
period he went into a rave about 
the lyrical prowess of Larry Hart 
and gave him a big send off. Hart 
obliged by reciting a lyric he wrote 
called ‘Manhattan.’ 

Minnevitch was the big hit of the 
broadcast, according to Kaufman 
himself, who a few moments after 
that harmonica gang completéd 
their first number, announced that 
he had been ueluged with requests 
for more mouth organ instrumen- 
tation. Since most of the harmon- 
ica mob had meantime dwindled 
out of the studio, according to 
Kaufman and Minnevitch, one of 
the boys who remained was put on 
for a solo and made his organ talk 
plenty. - 

Majority of the time devoted to 
Jack Pettis’ orchestra. Nothing 
away from the usual, but suffices, 





FOUR MILLS BROS. 
Songs 

Sustaining 

WABC, New York 

Mills Bros. are rour colored boys 
who did a little work around Cleve- 
land before coming to New York, 
They arrived here without anything 
in view, but Tommy Rockwell, 
Brunswick’s recording man, took 
them in hand and placed them with 
CBS. Since they started, about 
three or four weeks ago, they have 
built up a rep. 

Mills boys have something dif- 
ferent in their instrumental imitae 
tions. It sounds very much like 
the real stuff, in some places as 
though a small piece band were ‘in 
action, but CBS assures everybody 
that the only instrument the boys 
use in a guitar. Otherwise the in- 
strumental imitations are all done 
with the vocal pipes. 

Boys have an erratic style of 
harmony all their own. They 
squeeze various harmonic phases 
out of their numbers and are e8- 
pecially at home with the hot stuff 
Instrumental imitations, during the 
hot numbers, soundg as though & 
real clarinet and tuba are played. 

Boys can still stand some build< 
ing, especially in publicity. Within 
a short time they should be ready 
for bigger things. 


BBC GETS DONATION 
BY SNIPING PROGRAMS 


London, Oct. 17. 

The British Broadcasting Co., im 
addition to paying the English gove 
ernment a $5,000,000 grant annually, 
is paying an additional $75,000 to 
help the government in this trying 
time. 

To raise the extra amount the B. 
B. C. has decided to curtail the cost 
of its programs. Instructions have 
been issued that foreigners will have 
to make big cuits in their broadcast- 
ing fees, otherwise they will be left 
out, which means the only ones suf 
fering by such action are the poor 
listeners-in, For, truth to tell, thé 
British talent that comes over the 
radio is in most cases not worth 
while listening to. 

Another way of raising the extra 
money has been for the B. B. Cc. to 
send out detector wagons to find ow 
prits with radios without paying 
licensing fees. The thing eo 
boosted to such an extent that 50,00 
people took fright and took out li- 
censes, But it has since been found 
that the detector wagons are not Z 
successful as they were assumed t 
be. Maybe they were phoney: 

The 2. a. <. eroadcasting of dance 








, t 
music, relayed from various nigh 
clubs and London and peor 
hotels, has reached such high stan 


ard of improvemnt that most of tbe 
orchestras have received intimatio® 
they are no longer wanted. F 
Those acually left are Roy nt 
and orchestra from the Monseignel’ 
testaurant, Bert Ambrose from t 


. acobs 
Mayfair hotel and Howard Jace 
from the savoy Hotel. W aa ~ 
Sav tel it has been necess¢"- 
morn tg . handstand to 
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improve the acoustics 
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Notice to Radio Broadcasters 





A}l text material appearing weckly in 


Permission to use the content of 


Denied to All Radio Broadcasters 


The use without consent in writing of any material in ‘% 
by a Radio broadcaster, station or network will be protected to the 


Copyrighted 


‘Variety’ im any way or 


Ariotyw’ 
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STATION'S REP\®2S Out in Omaha, but 


UNPOPULAR 
WITH 4 A'S 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Proposal to eliminate the services 
of the s.ation representaive through 
establishment of a central . open 
time bureau got its first official air- 
ing among the local ad agency 
yadio impresarios last week. Pres- 
jdent John Benson of the American 
‘Association of Advertising Agencies 
@id the explaining of the plan at a 
meeting of the organization’s west- 
ern council, but the Chicago boys 
eaw nothing in the idea favoring 
their interests. 

Project, said to have been orig- 
inated by William S. Hedges, man- 
ager of WMAQ, would have sta- 
tions all over the country com- 
municate their open program time 
to a central office in New York. In- 
formation would also show what 
type of program preceding and fol- 
lowing the vacant spot. This sched- 
ule data would then be charted 
and made available for members of 
the Four A’s. 

Agency rep, interested in placing 
a series of programs for spot 
broadcasting, could call at the open 
time bureau and pick out what he 
wanted. Bureau would then take 
up the negotiations for the time 
with the stations selected. 

One flaw in the plan pointed out 
by the local agencies is that the 
charts won’t show on which of this 
available time the network has an 
option, That optioned spot, the ad 
man argued, may be the hour they 
had picked for their client’s spot 
program, Even if they closed for 
that particular time, they had no 
assurance it was theirs, because the 
network could suddenly take up the 
option for a freeze out. 


Cut Extra 15% 


Benson explained the stations 
themselves would undertake to pay 
all expenses of maintaining the bu- 
reau. It was figured each member 
outiet could pay off its year’s dues 
by contributing just what it charged 
for a half hour of its time. Sta- 


(Continued on Page 63) 


Cyp Ads Broadcast 
With Biz Bureau’s 
Warnings on Coast 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Four local radio stations, which 
have been broadcasting the L. A. 
Business Bureau’s fraud warnings 
daily, have been requested by the 
latter to take their copy off the air 
unless they cut out certain clothing 
house ads which the bureau claims 
are false and misleading. 

Copy advertises nationally known 
£uits as low as two pair for $235, 
and when prospects enter try to 
Switch them to other and unknown 
€ee0ds, it is charged. 

Bureau's stand is that broadcast- 
ing the fraud info stamps the sta- 
tion as on the level and thus okays 
he allegedly gyp advertising. 








Folger Coffee in Sticks 
Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Folger Coffee has picked three 
Midwest spots to try out a song 
and patter script built around a 1c 
music counter. Stations tabbed to 
Carry the show for 13 weeks start- 
ing Nov. 9 are WCCO, Minneapolis; 
WMT, Waterloo, Iowa, and WTAQ, 
Eau Clair, Wis. Act will tote the 
‘abel of ‘Judy and Jane’ and will 
Tun five afternoons a week. 

Name roles will be filled by Irene 
Wicker and Beth Johnson, with 
Fred Van Amen at the piano. CBS’ 
_—— Studio has the production as- | 
Signment j 


Way Opened for KFAB 
Deal with WBBM, Chi 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 
When station ‘KOIL, with its 
transmitter in Council Bluffs, Ia., 
and its studios across the river in 
Omaha, switches its affiliation to 
the NBC network Dec. 1, the Col- 
umbia chain will be without release 


in the Omaha district. In order 
to effect the hookup with KOIL, 
NBC dropped KFAB at Lincoln, 


Neb., from its roster of allies. 
NBC’s other affiliate in Omaha is 
WOW, mouthpiece of the Woodmen 
of America, a 1,000-watter operat- 
ing 


part time. KOIL packs the 
same amount of power and has 
unlimited time. Latter is owned 


and operated by the Mona Motor Oi] 
Company and rated as the ace out- 
let of the district, with its Colum- 
bia affillation dating back two years. 

Deal that brought KOIL into the 
NBC fold is reported to have in- 
volved one of those silent buy-ins, 
a policy recently inaugurated by 
the chain to insure permanent re- 
lease of its programs in important 
key spots. 

One Advantage 


Lincoln outlet dropped by NBC 
shares time with WBBM, Colum- 
bia’s Chicago key station. CBS’ ef- 
forts to buy KFAB and synchronize 
it with WBBM have proved to no 
avail. With the station now off the 
opposition’s affiliated list, indica- 
tions are that Columbia will be able 
to get together with KFAB either 
on a@ program-taking or interest- 
buying basis. 





Changes Made at KOIL 


Omaha, Neb., Oct. 26, 
Barnsdall 


Refining eompany, 
which ‘eontrols KOIL, went on 
air Oct. 25 with chain program 


originating in Omaha, with Eddie 
Perrigo of the Orpheum conduct- 
ing the orchestra. 

Hal Schubert, Anne Nichols’ 
original ‘Abie,’ who has been sta- 
tion manager of KOIL, resigned 
and was replaced by John Henry, 
former newspaper man. 





Canada’s Ist Televiser 
Chicago, Oct. 26. 
First station in Canada to go 
television is CKAC, Montreal, oper- 
ated by the French daily, ‘LaPress’. 
Transmitting equipment comes from 
the Western Television Corp. 
Paper has been assigned a fre- 
quency of 2,050 kilocycles for its 
sight broadcasting, with the power 
set at 500 watts for the time being. 





NRPA TURNED DOWN 

Intention of the Newspaper Radio 
Program Advertisers to place dis- 
play radio ads in the metropolitan 
dailies fell through when the 
dailies refused to give the company 
credit. 

N. R. P. A. claimed it had 30 ad- 
vertisers lined up for display ads. 





W MAQ’s Adoption Party 
Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Station WMAQ is down for a 
dedicatory program Sunday, Nov. 1, 
the day it officially joins the NBC 
network. Show, now in progress of 
framing, will get a national hookup. 

‘Skippy,’ bankrolled by the millers 
of the Wheatie cereal, has been 
switched to the NBC studios for 
production. Though released through 
WMAQ, the kid program had been 
produced and wired out of the local 
Columbia studios. 





Marmola on Discs 
Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Marmola, avoirdupois peeler, is 
slated to tell its story on 13 15-min- 
ute programs recorded for spotting 
on 40 stations around the country. 
Program’s entertainment phase 1s 





nm mixture of semi-classical music 
by Car] Hecker’s band and a couple } 
of warblers and dramatie skits. i 


COLLEGES RUIN INJUNS 


Kids Won’t Accept Effete Redskins 








Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Agency handling ‘The Lone Wolf 
Trive’ program for Wrigley Gum 
finds itself in a tough casting di- 
lemma, It’s 
who talk like Indians are supposed 


trying to get Indians 


the show whose diction is too Ox- 
fordish to kid the kid listeners. 
Program went on two weeks ago, 
with a flock of unfavorable criticism 
oming in soon afterwards from the 
juve fans. Gist of mail doubted that 
the characters were real Indians as 
epresented in the announcement 


billing. Indians on the program, 
wrote the kids, use too good 
English to fool them. 

Over 20 reservation boys have 
since tried out for the parts, but 
these haven’t satisfied any more 


than the Indians originally pieked. 
Agency says that the applicant who 
could grunt a mixed English and 
Indianese couldn't read an English 
script, while the Indians who could 
read couldn't resist the temptation, 
when before the mike, of showing 
off their schoolroom rhetorical 
learning. 


NBC LINES UP 
NO. 2 NETWORK 
ON COAST 


San Francisco, Oct. 26. 








A second network of five stations 
has. been established on the Coast 
by NBC with a working agreement 
between KPO here, and usage of 
three former Northwest Broadcast- 
ing System stations recently pur- 
chased by Don E. Gilman, NBC 
vice pres. and western chief, 

Establishment of the new chain 
gives NBC an edge over CBS and 
puts its western division on a par 
with the East for number of pro- 
grams produced, 

Under the new setup, KPO in San 
Francisco becomes the key station 
for the Gold or KPO network, with 
KECA in Los Angeles; KEX, Port- 
land; KJR, Seattle, and KGA, Spo- 
kane, supporting links, 

In the Orange or KGO network 
headquarters at KGO here, are KFI, 
Los Angeles; KGW, Portland; 
KOMO, Seattle, and KHQ, Spokane. 
Two supplementary stations, KFSD 
in San Diego, and KTAR in Phoenix, 
are for use by either network. 

Twelve stations on the Coast 
gives NBC the jump on CBS with 
ten links in. its chain. Of these, 
seven in California are operated 
along with the Don Lee system and 
include KFRC, San Francisco; KHJ, 
Los Angeles; KGB, San Diego; 
KMJ, Fresno; KDB, Santa Barbara; 


KWG, Stockton; KFBK, Sacra- 
mento. In the Northwest CBS has 
three more, KOL, Seattle; KFPY, 


Spokane; KOIN, Portland. 

New network will give the West 
more Eeastern programs which pre- 
viously couldn’t be taken on here 
becayse of local periods. Produc- 
tion for Eastern consumption hasn't 
yet advanced materially, but will be 
hastened once the new system gets 
running smoothly. New setup 
means considerable more work for 
KPO and all departments are being 
augmented. 

Federal Radio Commission is 
daily expected to okay KPO’s re- 
quest for 50,000 wattage. Fact that 
land and new equipment would run 
Hale Bros. and the ‘Chronicle,’ KPO 
owners, into almost $500,000, has 
given rise to the report that even- 
tually NBC would take over com- 
plete operation of that station. 
Rumor has been persistently denied 
by J. W. Laughlin, KPO manager. 
In addition to KPO and KGO in 
San Francisco NBC is holding KYA 
but would like to peddle it. It’s 
being operated independently with 
an occasional emergency NBC pvro- 
gram spotted. 





Ben Bernie’s 30 Mins. 
Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Blue Ribbon Malt program, with 
Ben Bernie band as the feature, will 
increase its time 100% on Nov. 3 
jumping from 15 minutes to a half 





hour. 
Hernie 1s in 
Inn 


his second vear at 


the College 


to replace three real Indian chiefs in | 





‘Spade a Spade’ N.G. 


Washington, Oct. 26. 
Federal Radio Commission is 
investigating WHAP, New 
York, respecting the broadcast- 
ing of improper programs. 
WHAP is owned by the De- 
fenders of Truth Society. 


~~ 











Bargain with Radio, 
Can’t Fight Public, 
Inland Editors Advised 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Attitude of the newspaper pub- 
lishing trade toward radio seems to 
be veering in the direction of con- 
ciliation and a desire to cash in on 
the competitive medium’s prosper- 
ity. This was indicated.by pro- 
posals made at a convention of the 
Inland Daily Press Association here 
last week. One of these, coming 
from A. L. Miller, publisher of the 
‘Enquirer and News,’ Battle Creek, 
Mich., suggested asking the net- 
works to solicit their accounts for 
newspaper spotlight advertising, 
making an appropriation for the 
latter part of the contract stipulat- 
ing time and talent. 

Miller sided with the publishers 
who refuse to give up any free 
publicity space to broadcast ad- 
vertisers, but urged that they try to 
adjust this antagonistic attitude 
and not let it guide the editorial 
policies of their papers. Radio, he 


said, has become rooted into the 
public habit and the newspaper 
publisher, instead of fanatically 


fighting the medium, should try to 
find ways of capitalizing on a tough 
situation, even if it requires asking 
favors of a rival. 


Budget for Dailies 


It was his: suggestion that the 
networks be prevailed upon to urge 
their advertisers to set aside a 
budget to take care of program ad- 
vertising in newspapers throughout 
the country. Under this arrange- 
ment the newspapers would retrieve 
gome of the advertising revenue 
lost to radio. 

Miller also touched upon the ef- 
fect of a news broadcast upon a 
printed version. It was his opinion 
that if properly handled it stim- 
ulates news reading interest, and 
that the time element depends on 
the subject and the persons in- 
volved. Hoover on the air at night, 
he said, is still news for newspapers 
published the next day, with the 
value and interest of the story un- 
diminished. 


Rexall’s 170-Station 
Disc Campaign on 
Indie Stations Only 


Rexall stores, makers of drugs 
and other products, will this year 
plug its quarter-annual tic gale 
campaign by broadcasting over 170 
stations in the U. S. and 22 in Can- 
ada, all by disc. 

In the States, Rexall starts Nov. 2 
and will be on the 170 stations for 
15 minutes each day. In Canada it 
starts the same day, but will only 
run four days. 

Four or five indie stations will be 
used in New York City alone. 

World Broadcasting made the 
discs and is working with Rexall on 
the station layout. Associated net- 
work stations have been booked for 
the broadacts, but no chain key 
stations will be used, since the net- 
work won't accept disc programs. 











WANT NEW MONICKERS 


Olive Palmer and Paul Oliver, 
NBC, last week applied in New 
York for legal change of names. 
Both are on the Palmolive period. 
Miss Palmer's right name is Vir- 
ginia Murphy. Oliver’s is Frank 
Munn. They have been broadcast- 
ing as Palmer and Oliver for the 
past four years. 





Oscar Shaw’s Seriev 
Oscar Shaw will éo 
NBC Nov. 13. 
They will consist of numbers done 


broadcasts 
with 





by Shaw in past musicals, 


Coast Stations Argue Over 5-Minute 
Accounts as Dangerous Precedent 





Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Western broadcasters are up in 
the air over booking five-minute 
transcriptions, as produced by Arch 
Preserver shoes and Life Savers. 
While KHJ is using them and her- 
alding the short shots as a pac@® 
quickener for programs, other stae 
tions have turned the 1% hours 
down, claiming that the advertiser 
is crowding much as 3/5 talk into 
the disks. 
Meeting of the 
tion of Broadcasters in San 
cisco past summer evoked much 
controversy on the matter, with a 
majority of the stations at that time 
against the practice. Attempt to 
pass a resolution of prohibition, 
however, fell through. 


Hi-Will 


Associa- 
Fran- 


National 


Dissenting operators claim that 
in weighing the good against the 
ill-will incurred, latter overbal- 


anced, with the prediction that cur- 
rent cutting of time by big ad- 
vertisers would be even more dras- 
tic. Everyone would be trying to 
use the five-minute periods, result- 
ing in a dizzy jumble of hashed en- 
tertainment, it was said. 

Financial inducement advanced 
by advertisers is that they are will- 
ing to pay one-half of the regular 
15-minute rate for the five-minute 
disks. 


DISC COVERAGE 
NECESSARY 
NATIONALLY 


Having converted all but three of 
the 703 stations in the U. 8S. to dise 
broadcasting, the recorders have 
commenced to cut in heavily on na- 
tional advertisers. 

The disc firms’ canvass is that 
network exploiting of commercial 
products provides only partial cov- 
erage, since the two major systems, 
NBC and CBS, touch only 170 sta- 
tiens between them. This is send- 
ing the rationally advertising cor- 
porations to discs on top of net- 
work broadcasting, with the discs 
now being used on indie network 
outiets besides on non-netevork in- 
dies. 

A list of some of the spenders 
among radio advertisers that have 
lately gone disc includes Chevro- 
let, Phileo, Maxwell House, Wood- 
bury Soap, Merchant. Tailors, Wil- 
lard Battery, Majestic Radio, Frigi- 
daire, Goodrich Rubber, Vacuum 
Oil, Willys-Overland, Annheuser 
Busch and Amico Gas. 

The time element was discs’ most 

important selling factor until the 
coverage point became the feature, 
Two broadcasts daily were found 
necessary, as in the Amos ’n’ Andy 
case, to cover the country prop- 
erly. Expensive evening hours in 
New York were not worth the rate 
when relayed at the same period 
under the time difference to Cali- 
fornia. 
In the talent line the disc mak- 
ers are offering everything avail- 
able to advertisers. The largest of 
the New York wax firms, Famous 
Artists, is submitting Hugo Reisen- 
feld, Hal Skelly and Eddie Dowling 
as its name trio, while offering any- 
thing else in the name line that may 
be desired. 

WJZ and WEAF, New York, and 
WHAM, Rochester, are the only 
stations in the country still not 
equipped for disc broadcasting. 
They're all NBC-owned, with that 
network’s rules for itself and con- 
tract talent sternly against the disc 
method. 











Edna Hopper Back 
Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Edna Wallace Hopper resumes 
her network appearances Nov. 15, 
but with Columbia picked for the 
new series instead of the cosmeti- 
cian’s last season's hookup, NBC, 
CBS link calls for the basic net- 
work, the west coast unit and a 
seattering of southern and south- 
western towns. 

It will be on a Sunday evening 
| schedule for a stretch of 26 weeks, 
| with a studio orchestra splitting the 
| program honors 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 





Coast radio people expect protests from the Federal Fadio Commis- 
sion on the manner in which the southern California stations are over- 


lapping on their wavelengths. 


Constant interference among stations as a result. 


Johnstone’s System 


Johnny Johnstone, head of NBC's 


publicity department, has adapted 


a newspaper city desk policy for his department. 
All of his staff work on separate and daily assignments, each report- 


ing to Johnstone. 


Where the public 


ity offices formerly contained three 


private offices, two were broken down to make additional room for the 


boys. 


Only private office left is Johnstone's. 


Johnstone has a chart constantly in front of him showing what each 


of his men are assigned to cover tt 


is going smooth under the new poiicy, with 


circles as they did. 


1at day. Johnny claims everything 


novody running around in 





Expensive Bugle Notes 


Advertiser was making a test radio program at the Columbia record- 


ing studios in Chicago when he foun 
of blows on the bugle. 
adjoining studio was brought in. 
$60. 
shown that the $60 was the union's 1 

‘That'll cost you just 26 15-minute 
ager, and announced his intentions o 


d that the script called for a couple 


Trumpet player working on another job in an 
He tooted the few notes and asked for 
Advertiser went into a burnup and refused to pay until he was 


ninimum recording scale. 
programs,’ he told the studio man- 
f going radio were all off. 


‘Alice’ Is 
‘Alice Joy,’ on NBC's new Prince 
combe from vaudeville. She was Ik 


Lawrence. 
Miss Holcombe recently sang on th 


Frances 
Albert program, is Frances Hol- 
ast of the team of Holcombe and 


e RKO program for about 10 weeks 


but received no salary for these periods. 





The Radio Apes 


No sooner does a new style of sketch or singing become popular over 
the radio, than hundreds of imitators all over the country start con- 


forming to the new vogue. 


At one time the Vallee crooning style was the most imitated. 


has died down of late. Currently the 
of vocalizing is the more popular. 


That 
Bing Crosby-Russ Columbo manner 


Radio circles and song pluggers who have just returned from road 
tours report that they heard at least one or more Crosby-Columbo imi- 
tator locally in every city they visited. 





Benny Rubin Opening 
Sam Hare’s New Club 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 
will open Sam 
Hare’s new Winter Garden Club on 
the north side, formerly known as 
the Club Beau Monde, Wednesday 
(28). 
Rubin 
Crazy.’ 


genny Rubin 


will double from = ‘Girl 





NBC’s Frisco Nite Spot 


San Francisco, Oct. 26. 

NBC has the Bal Tabarin cafe 
and Tom Gerun’s orchestra as 
a remote control spot, taking them 
from KFRC and the Columbia-Don 
Lee chain. 

Cafe will get more and regular 
time under the NBC banner, and 
will broadcast over the coast net- 
work, from KGO. 





Am. Chain Commercial 


American Chain Company starts 
a weekly series of 30 minute broad- 
casts on NBC Nov. 11. 

Commercial has engaged for its 
periods Barbara Maurel, Lou Mc- 


Adams, Adele Vasa and Bradford 
Reynolds. Also a symphony orches- 
tra, 








86 for CBS 
Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Two more stations have been 


added to the Columbia list of af- 


filiations. Latest are WKBH, La- 
Crosse, Wis., and WBIG, Greens- 
boro, N. C. 


Network now lays claim to a link 
of 86 outlets located in 77 cities. 
CBS total of allies exceeds the NBC 


MONTMARTRE 


(HAVANA) 
Havana, Oct. 15. 
Opening the chilly season early 
to catch the Visiting Firemen'’s Mc- 
Coy Convention, the only night club 
in town offers nothing hot, as usual. 
Dan Vila, owner, manager, show 
producer, orchestra leader, maitre, 
waiter, et al, still thinks he can 
handle everything and make a job 


of it. In the managerial end he 
is aces, but in the show biz he is 
nuts. The crowd comes here be- 


cause there is no other spot in town. 


Catering to an 80% American 
patronage, the show offers no at- 
traction to the tourist. They can 
see better shows than this back in 
Oshkosh. His (Vilal’s) idea of an 
m. c. is a girl on the floor saying: 
‘And now so and so in a dance,’ 
and so, instead of sending the show 
off to a good start, the m. c. cramps 
it. 

With good material for a nice 
show the taste and showmanship 
converts it into an ordinary bill. 


The show boasts a brand new 
dozen of gams attached to six 
shapely torsos topped with blonde 
mops. Billed as the Harry (booker) 
Walker Girls, they open with a hot 
take-it-all dance, a mixture of bo- 
lero, rumba, Harlem, Africa, and 
plenty torrid. The MC follows with 
a Mex song in costume, She is ok 
in that. 


Paquita Garcia takes the floor 
with her Spanish dance. Bee fol- 
lows with a tap routine. Marion is 
next in a combo acrobatic-high kick. 
Then the native rumba team stops 
the show. The man is boiling in 
contortions. The MC returns for a 
Spanish routine. It’s poor taste in 
show arranging, having two similar 
nunibers in so short a bill. For the 
finale the chorus girls do a high 
kick number which got over. 


Curbelo’s Orchestra furnished 
pretty good rhpthm. 
The drummer's roll to call atten- 


tion to the MC is just as impopossi- 
ble as Rudy Vallee without a mega- 





hookup by four stations. 


phone, Rene. 








LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 








| MAX FISHER | 


AND HIS CALIFORNIANS 
Touring RKO Circuit 


Exclusively WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 
Palace Theatre Bidg., New York 


| TED LEWIS | 


PENN, PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Exelusive Columbia Recording Artist 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 

Personal Representative 
. HAROLD GUMM 
1510 Broadway. New York 











ABE LYMAN 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 








Brunswick Necords 








| GEORGE OLSEN 


AND HIS MUSIC 
Now Playing at 
THE CLUB RICHMAN 








Direction: MUSIC CORP. OF AM. 


EDGEWATER BEACH 


(PAUL WHITEMAN) 
Chicago, Oct. 24. 


Whiteman and the Edgewater are 
a natural team, like soap and water. 
Whiteman has the class, prestige, 
and versatile organization that fits 
with the unique position in Chicago 
of the Edgewater. That refers to 
the Edgewater as an oasis of ele- 
gance in a sawdust town. 


Possibly no better insight can be 
obtained on the Edgewater and 
what it means than the remarkable 
turnout every Friday for college 
night. Hundreds of college boys 
and girls give the He to those lurid 
tales of the younger generation as 
wedded to juniper juice and dis- 
integrated decorum, There wasn’t 
a flask in a flivver load of these col- 
legians. Even a viewer-with-alarm 
would be impressed by such well- 
behaved Fauntleroys and Elsie Dins- 
mores. 

Very markedly stepping out to the 
Edgewater is the social apex of the 
week for the fraternity and sorority 
pillars. Northwestern, Evanston’s 
swanky citadel of diluted Method- 
ism, provides the bulk because of its 
proximity but the others have their 
delegations. And when the White- 
manites, clad in campus sweaters, 
burst into college anthems, fetch- 
ingly rendered into dance tempo, the 
applause rises in waves. 

Not every band can get an okay 


from these collegians. Nothing is 
perhaps so unbending in its re- 
quirements, so unsympathetic to 


half success, than the typical atti- 
tude of the college student toward 
talent. Vaudeville acts playing 
towns like Ann Arbor, Madison, Ur- 
bana, have discovered that and re- 
sented it. Indeed between aciors 
and college students there is tra- 
ditionally a congenital hostility. 
That applies to the actresses, too 
despite some socializing. 
Whiteman’s boys can be collegiate 
on Friday, ultra on Saturday for 
the formals, philharmonic on Sun- 
days, and a reliable dance bunch 
any night. That’s why they fit into 
the Edgewater so perfectly. They 
are. going into their second six 
months. 

Interesting to an outsider was the 
appearance at last Friday's jig of 
three amateur ‘acts’ from North- 
western. Ambitious, or stage struck, 
they undertook to work before their 
fellow sheepskin stalkers. It was 
a Whiteman surprise that the gath- 
ering went for largely. Two lads 
who waited for laughs that did not 
come bravely attempted hokum, not 
perhaps realizing that this is the 
hardest, although seemingly simple, 
of all types of entertaining. Three 
girls, more gifted of face than voice, 
crooned in parlor style. Then a 
student named O'Keefe bulls-eyed 
with some really nifty tap dancing. 
That called for, and got, an encore. 
He honored Georgie White by an 
imitation. Showing what kind of 
‘drama’ college boys fancy. 

When registered and known as a 
genuine fraternity brother, the 
Edgewater gives student 50% rebate 
on couvert. Otherwise it’s $1 a head. 
Meaning that for $5, or a little bet- 
ter, a young blade can be seen in 
the best society. Another sample 
of William Dewey’s astute manage- 
ment and understanding of his 
problems. He consistently accom- 
plishes refinement at reasonable 
cost. This has kept Edgewater 
where it is, doing a steadily profit- 
able business today while the whole 
city of Chicago possibly hasn't six 
spots in all which can claim that 
distinction right now. Land, 


New and Old 


Dave Bernie Orch takes over the 
‘Leviathan’ night club beginning 
with next sailing. 

Helen Groody, little sister 
Louise, is at Villa Venice. 

Forman Sisters open tomorrow 
(28) at Nut Club in Village. 

Eliana Casanova, CBS fiddler, at 
the Russian Arts club. 

Louise Cook is out of Connie's 
Inn show to Apollo's stock bur- 
lesque. Only sepian in cast. 

Paul Bass at Napoleon club with 
four-piece musical unit. 

Spaventa, tango singer, out of El 
Chico club to coast for pictures. 

Marjorie Sipp at Michel’s Planta- 
tion is doubling at the new club as 
hostess, singer and overlord of the 
pancakes, 

Richey Craig, Jr., Ray Perkins, 
Baby Rose Marie and Princetonians 
orch open Pinewall Hotel grill, N. J. 
spot, Oct. 31. 

Anthony Trini goes out of Green- 
wich Village Inn Thursday (29). 
Tommy Christian and band prob- 
able if money is O. K. 

Milt Shaw and orch go into Bar- 
bizon Plaza club. 

Michel Picard reopened the old 
Alabam, New York, last week as 
Michel's Plantation. Fess Williams’ 
orchestra. 

Luigi Romanelli and Toronto 
band suddenly off CBS wire after 
year and a half. 

Irances Mildern out 
wood after argument. 
Oakland's. 

Molly O'Dougherty out of Holly- 
wood floor show. 

New Oakland Terrace floor show 





to 


of Holly- 
Started at 





Oct. 28. 





| Inside Stufl—Music 


No More Arguments On One-Nighters 

One night stand trips, once loftily passed up by bands of rep, are now 
being sought. Where once the boys had little difficulty in connect 
with a permanent hotel, cafe or other spots, the big slack in these j 
is driving them to the sticks. 

Bookers have no more trouble getting the bands to play a series of one 
and two nighters in the hinterland dance halls. Even opposition to flat 
scale is over. Once in the dim past of band glory it was next to impog- 
sible to get the boys out of the big key spot. If they did move it was 

up twice their natural size. Besides, for 





ing 
obs 


salaries blown 
everything. 

The leaders take bookings no matter where they 
Traveling is done mostly in cars with some bands having their 
buses. Business is said to be okay in the smaller towns. 


for expenses 


consecutive land. 
owm 


Exploitation Records 

Latest plugging wrinkle of a publisher are the exploitation records 
Freed-Powers is getting out on the coast. Made of celluloid and there. 
fore unbreakable, disks are recorded for every number issued by F-P, 
with a tenor and piano as the usual recorders. Between 26 and 59 
pressings are made of each number and these are sent to every Office 
of F-P and its foreign rep, Lawrence Wright in England. 

Known as ‘exploitation records,’ the platters give the far-flung brancheg 
an idea of the tempo and style the composer intended when he wrote 
the number. 

A Lot For Nothing 

sen Bernie is admittedly the best-publicized bandsman in Chicage 
these days, thanks to an unknown girl p.a., Rene Howard. She accom- 
plished the phenomenal for Bernie when getting a full-page display (15) 
in the Chicago ‘American’ without costing Bernie a cent. 

Blue Ribbon Malt, Mandel’s Department store, Feltman and Curme’s 
shoes paid for the page, and the ‘American’ donated two columns of 
free text on Bernie. While this sort of thing has been done by Balaban 
and Katz, etc., it’s unprecedented for an individual entertainer. 


Walter Donaldson has secured release of ‘Lucille,” number out of the 
score be did for Chevalier which Paramount did not use. He will plug 
it as a pop number. 

Bootlegging College Hymns 

Five peddlers with college song sheets were nabbed near Soldiers 
Field, Chicago, before the Notre Dame-Northwestern tiff. They had 29 
sets of campus lyrics for a dime. 

All of these college songs are seasonal in sales with 8 cents of the 
official 35c. per copy going into the respective athletic funds of the 
schools. it 

As usual with the bootleg sheets there were numerous errors indicative 
of the haste in printing and the lack of proof-reading. In some cases 
the choruses were several lines short. 








M’Donohugh Victor Pres? 


Reported that J. R. McDonohugh, 
exec vice-president of Victor will be 
appointed president of Victor. 

Edward I. Schumaker, president 
of Victor since 1904, resigned last 
week. 


Mills Off Music 


E. C. Mills will be out shortly as 
president of Radio Music, it is said. 
An authentic report along that line 
was denied at NBC yesterday (Mon- 
day). 

Info is that Mills may remain with 
NBC but not on the music end, 


F&M’S NEW BROADCAST 


Each Sunday Night for Commercial 
—With Lyman’s Band 





Coast ‘Find’ 

NBC is all steamed up over the 
chanting of Nelson Case, new mem- 
ber of the announcing staff, and 
thinks it has in him a find. 

He was spotted on a transcon- 
tinental with the Vagabonds this 
week, and probably will be given @ 
period of his own. 








Fanchon & Marco will stage a 
series of programs for the Edna 
Wallace Hopper products on CBS 
starting Nov. 15. Commercial has 
contracted for 30 minutes each Sun- 
day night. 

Broadcast will be called the Edna 
Wallace Hopper ‘Varieties. Each 
week it will feature different F&M 
acts around New York, Miss Hop- 
per will also be on each period. 

Abe Lyman’s orchestra, at the 
Fox, Brooklyn, has been engaged 
for the broadcasts. It will double 
between the Hopper periods and 
Phillips Dental Magnesia, also on 
CBS. 

All the programs will be staged by 
Fanchon & Marco and will originate 
from the rehearsal room of the Fox, 
Brooklyn, where the Phillips broad- 
casts are also staged. 








is LISTENERS-IN. 
OF RADIO STATION 
KOMO SEATTLE 





VOLUNTARY 
LETTERS OF APPRECIA- 
TION AFTER HEARING 


ERNARD 
= HENRIE 


pital bed during a broadcast over “SONGLAND'S 

NBC. With a receiving set in his PENNANT WINNERS” 

room and a telephone connection ° 

to his pinch hitting leader, Cher- Thanks to Manager J W. Houck 
niavysky managed to issue directions Ms . 
quickly enough to maintain a bal- THIS WEEK GOLDEN GATE 


WROTE 








Cherniavsky Directs 
Broadcast from Bed 


Cincinnati, Oct. 26. 
Jose Cherniavsky directed the 
Hotel Gibson’s band from a hos- 








ance of his arrangements. 

Cherniavsky was in Good Samar- 
itan Hospital, having been operated 
for infection of the left hand and 
arm. He terminates a 20 weeks’ 
run Thursday (29), and then starts 
a tour of Ohio theatres and dance 
dates. 





SANFRANCISCO +» RKO INTACT NO.55, 











Durkin on Kid Hour 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 
Paramount has granted Junior 
Durkin, child player, permission to 
take a part in the National Book 


Assoc. proposed series of broad- ew k 
casts over NBC. Will be a children’s 
hour. ° 


Studio is receiving no money for 
the appearance, figurine the pub- 
licity will repay for the kid's loan. 
Date not set i 
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“Bootleg Seat Tax’ from ERPI and RCA 
May Yield Publishers $1,000,000 











Claims have been filed with ERPI 
and RCA Photophone by John 
Paine, as agent and trustee for the 
publishers under the ERPI-RCA 
agreements, which if paid will net 
the publishers over $1,000,000 in 
addition to the regular fees which 
ERPI and RCA are paying the pub- 
lishers to use music in their pic- 
tures. 

These claims have been made by 
the publishers under what is called 
the bootleg seat tax.’ This tax is 
to have ERPI and RCA pay the 
publishers at the regular seat tax 
per annum for the theatres which 
have shown pictures produced on 
either of the two equipments but 
projected in theatres with equip- 
ment other than RCA and ERPI. 

This tax claim is_ retroactive 
from September, 1928. 

Sam Fox Music, through its at- 
torney, Nathan Burkan, made an 
application in the federal court, 
Oct. 20 in New York that its suit 
against ERPI, John Paine and pub- 
lishers be removed to the State 
courts. Court asked all parties con- 
ecrned to file briefs, which was done 
Friday (23). 

Will be some time yet before the 
federal court states whether it or 
the State court should handle the 
case. Meanwhile, the ERPI music 
royalty money, amounting to $500,- 
000, is being held up. 

Suit was originally filed in the 
atate court but ERPI made a motion 
to have the federal court handle it. 

ERPI, which pays the publishers 
regularly on a basis of having its 
pictures shown in theatres with 
total seating capacities of 6,000,000, 
will have to pay for 4,000,000 addi- 
tional seats for the ‘bootleg tax,’ 
it is claimed. These 4,000,000 seats 
are in theatres that have shown 
ERPI produced pictures on other 
equipment. 

It is estimated that ERPI will be 
obliged to pay the publishers be- 
tween $350,000 and $450,000, ac- 
cording to the usual tax per an- 
num for the past three years, for the 
additional 4,000,000 seats. 

On this basis, RCA, which reg- 
ularly pays the publishers for an 
estimated 2,000,000 seats for the- 
atres equipped with its projectors, 
has been requested by the publish- 
ers to pay, on the same rate, for an 
additional 8,000,000 seats. This 
amounts to about $750,000 for the 
past three years, in addition to the 
regular yearly fees which RCA has 
paid the publishers. 


RCA Contest 


It is reported that RCA is con- 
testing the claim of the publishers. 
The publishers may take legal steps 
or may effect a setlement. 

ERPI was willing to pay the pub- 
lishers the $350,000 demanded for 
the extra seats, but this is being de- 
layed pending the outcome of the 
Sam Fox Music suit against ERPI, 
Paine and the publishers. 

This action of the publishers 
arose out of the producers’ inter- 
changeability | agreement, made 
about two years ago. ERPI and 
RCA were originally licensed to 
show their pictures on their own 
equopment only. 

At the hearing of the Sam Fox 
Music suit in Federal court, Nov. 20, 
ERPI denied owing Paine the $400,000 
Claimed in retroactive taxes. 


Coleman’s Deb Bookings 


; Opposition between two band 
eaders in the music field for book- 





ro of society orchestras. Emil 
coleman has opened his own 
agency, 


Meyer Davis previously had that 
work about sewed up. 


White with D-D-G 
Elmore White started with Don- 


aldson, Douglas & Gumble yester- 
day (Monday), 


White will be pro manager for 
Donaldson, 








Perry-Hayden With Miller 
P Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Miller Music company opened 
vances here last week with two 
ocal representatives, Earl Hayden 
and Ward Perry. 





: Friedman in Havana 
erry Friedman’s orchestra opens 


at the Casino Nacional, Havana, 
Dec, 1, 





. Frank Magine, the song writer, 
©W a warbling soloist over WIJD, 
Chicago, 


bf 





MILLS PAYS $12,500 
FOR W-B-5 CATALOG 


Mills Music Co., purchased the 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder catalog 
from the Irving Trust Co., receivers 
for the latter, for $12,500. Mills 
Music expects the purchase will 
cost a total of $25,000 with expenses 
of moving the plates and music and 
putting them into a warehouse. 

With acquisition of the Waterson, 
Berlin & Snyder catalog, contain- 
ing over 56,000 copyrights, Mills now 
claims that it is the largest owner 
of popular copyrights in the field. 
During the past Mills absorbed the 
publishing houses of Gus Edwards, 
Joe Daly, Fred Fisher and Stark 
& Cowan. 

The Waterson catalog contains 
many songs which were hits in 
their day, also unpublished manu- 
scripts. Mills plans to revive some 
of the songs. 

Waterson, Berlin & Snyder was 
about 26 years old when it went 
bankrupt about two years ago. 
Since then its catalog has remained 
dormant. 


90-MAN BAND 
FLOP K.0.5 LA. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 

Scared off by the mild manner in 
which elaborate stage shows fare 
locally, Warner Bros. decided to 
utilize Gus Arnheim's orchestra’s 
services in the WB studio instead 
of on the Warner’s Hollywood stage 
as was originally contracted for 
Nov. 1. Arnheim was set to open 
then at $4,500 a week for two weeks. 

Meantime Harold B. Franklin, 
with the taking over of the opera- 
tion of the Paramount downtown, 
put in David Mendoza with a 55- 
man orchestra and an elaborate 
stage show costing over $7,000 and 
wound up grossing around $10,000 
on the entire week with ‘Road to 
Reno’ (Par) on screen. That’s less 
than half his gross the week before 
with nothing so elaborate. 

This caused Jack L. Warner to 
decide against stage shows all over 
again, decided to go straight pix at 
all three local Warner houses. 

WB had been offering Arnheim 
around at $3,000 a week for the two 
weeks they had him signed at $4,500, 
agreeable to taking a $1,500 loss 
weekly. The studio sync work was 
later decided upon. 


Greer at Grove 


Jimmy Greer, formerly with Arn- 
heim, succeeds him with an orches- 
tra. MwA, which is booking Arn- 
heim makes mild objection to the 
Hotel Ambassador’s manner of ad- 
vertising that ‘Jimmy Greer will 
succeed Gus Arnheim in directing 
the Cocoanut Grove orchestra,’ al- 
legedly creating the opinion Arn- 
heim is not taking out his original 
band en tour for MCA. It opens its 
tour Dec. 9 at the Forest club, New 
Orleans, at $5,000 a week. 

Arnheim is leaving behind Carlos 
Molino, second violinist, who also 
heads the Molino tango band, and 
also is letting a bass player remain. 
Otherwise he has his own outfit, 
The Ambassador’s novelty singers— 
Loyce Whiteman, Harry Barris, 
McDonald Novis and the 3 Ambas- 
sadors—all remain at the Grove. 

Hotel Biltmore locally, which has 
commended to build up with Jess 
Stafford’s orchestra, has already 
sent out feelers for Arnheim as prec- 
viously it wouldn’t endeavor to lure 
away a rival hotel’s band while it 
was still under contract. 











Work While Eating 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

It’s getting so that an NBC 
exec here can’t have his noon- 
time sandwich and coffee with- 
out being called upon to keep 
the old thinker officially at 
work grinding out production 
ideas. Network’s department 
heads are now being asked to 
meet each day at the same 
chow table in the Merchandise 
Mart main dining room for an 
‘informal meeting of the Idea 
Committee.’ 

Seems as though the chair- 
man of the committee has been 
having a tough time getting 
the boys to find time for the 





gatherings during regular 
hours, 
These daily get-togethers 


around the mid-day mess 
table, the execs have been told, 
would give everybody a chance 
to air their ideas. 











Studio Jobs Again 


Hollywood, Oct. 26. 


Musical situation looks brighter 
for orchestra boys who are limber- 
ing up fingers and dusting instru- 
ments in anticipation of playing for 
pay again. At Radio, for the first 
time since musicals did a blackout, 
Max Steiner is using a 50-piece 
combo for sequences in ‘Peach 0’ 
Reno.’ 

Indies on the up also, with Meyer 
Synchronizing Service doing the 
melody contracting for Bennie Zeid- 
man’s ‘Juvenile Court’ and J. G. 
Bachmann’s ‘Terror by Night.’ 








Arrest 2 Youths in 
Warner Music Thefts 


A series of continued thefts of 
sheet music from the warehouse of 
the Warner Music Sales company, 
where the sheet music of all the 
Warner publishers is stocked, re- 
sulted in the arrest of Julius Haber 
and Ben Colinsky last week on 
charges of receiving stolen property. 

Haber and Colinsky, both 19 and 
living in Brooklyn, were arraigned 
in Jamaica, L. L, Friday (23) and 
charged with having received $145 
worth of sheet music, wholesale 
value, and of reselling to dealers. 
Both were held in $2,500 bail for 
hearing Oct. 30. 

Warner believes this will be but 
the first of a series of arrests. For 
some time it has noticed losses of 
sheet music in its warehouses and 
about three or four weeks ago Paul 
Fischoff, of the Music Publishers’ 
Protective Association, was put on 
the case. With the aid of sheet 
music dealers, he nabbed Haber and 
Colinsky and believes that others 
involved in the robberies will also 
be caught. 

Although as far as known, Haber 
and Colinsky have not had any con- 
nections with the music industry, 
they appeared to be very familiar 
with the business. They resold the 
music to dealers for but a few cents 
under the regular Warner price. 





Whiteman Audition for 
Song Pluggers Weekly 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Paul Whiteman is trying to sys- 
tematize the dizzy business of deal- 
ing with song pluggers. He is in- 
augurating a policy of devoting 
two hours each Monday morning in 
Chester Cohen’s office to all pub- 
lishers and their new or plug tunes. 
He will try to give immediate yes 
or no on all numbers submitted. 
Whiteman is one of the bands- 
men who steadily refuse to cut in 
or make deals and is in an ideal 
position to select or reject alone. 
Jack Lavin, formerly of Red Star 
is Whiteman’s new manager. 

Another innovation for the White- 
man organization is costume con- 
certs each Sunday at the Edgewater. 
Special scenery as background, and 





Wolfe Through Nov. 10 

L. Wolfe Gilbert’s contract as 
professional manager for E. B. 
Marks expires Nov. 10 and he will 
not renew it. 

Gilbert’s present plans calls for 
a trip to Europe about the end of | 
November. 


| 


White at Donaldson’s 


| 


| ployed 


| ersities, 


the boys in costume will be em- 
and a musical production 
Various nationalities, univ- 
such as Heidelberg, will 
provide the motifs. 


built. 





Coffee Keeps Cantor | 


Eddie Cantor’s contract has been 


for another 14 weeks. Contract will 


' ™ 
carry Cantor on the coffee hour un- 





JARRETT JAMS OPPOSISH | 
RULES OF NBC IN CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Arthur Jarrett, falsetto tenor with 
the Burtnett orchestra, and slated 
eventually to move to New York for 
an individual build-up by Columbia 
Broadcasting, is the latest object of 
scrambling the anti-opposition rules 


‘of NBC against CBS talent. 


Jarrett was on the Florsheim pro- 
gram over NBC at the insistence of 
the advertiser two weeks ago. He 
is now set for another NBC pro- 
gram with the Atlantic Fisheries, 
starting Nov. 5. Harry Sosnick band 
will surround Jarrett and replace 
the Olli¢é Thomas Sextet formerly 
on this program. 

One reason NBC deferred to the 
wishes of the J. Walter Thompson 
advertising agency on the Jarrett 
booking, is that the program is lim- 
ited to WMAQ, Chicago, 

Meantime Jarrett is continuing 
his sustaining program for CBS lo- 
cally, as though nothing had hap- 
pened, 


CHI SUSTAINS 
GET NBC AXE 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Advisability of switching the net- 
work schedules around so that no 
two similar types of programs 
would follow each other is getting 


a verbal going-over among NBC 
execs here. Although deeply im- 
pressed with the necessity of mak- 
ing such changes, from the show- 
manship angle, these same execs 
have little faith in getting the ad- 
vertisers to consent to any realign- 
+ ment, 

What the proponents of the re- 
vised method of schedule plotting 
originally had in mind was the ar- 
ranging of the evening’s lineup, 
particularly along the lines of a 
vaudeville bill with each successive 
program offering an entertainment 
content distinctive from its one, two 
or three predecessors. That would 
lift the network’s evening runoff out 
of the rut of sameness of type. 

That would be an ideal situation, 
the chain execs agreed, but any 
move in that direction would cer- 
tainly run into concerted opposition 
from the advertisers. Commercials 
have got into the habit of picking 
certain hours as especially suited 
for their type of program and the 
merchandising of their particular 
product, it was pointed out, and any 
suggestion to take a spot far re- 
moved from the current one would 
send the advertiser into a scorching 
burn, 








Compromise! 

At the most recent conference on 
the subject it was decided to give 
up the idea of switching the pro- 
grams generally to conform with 
the vaude bill setup, and instead try 
to prevail upon an advertiser here 
and there to take another spot near- 
by on the time schedule because of 
the similarity of his program to the 
one succeeding or preceding him. 

Consensus of opinion around the 
board, especially the sales depart- 
ment reps, was that the network 
stood little chance of selling an ac- 
count on the idea of switching un- 
less the commercial could be con- 
vinced that the move would enhance 
the merchandising value of his pro- 
gram. Argument of showmanship 


| would fall on tin ears. 


It was also agreed at this meet- 
ing that the general run of sustain- 
ing programs produced by the local 





studios brought no credit to the net- 
work and that most of them should 
be chucked into the ashean. As a 


! 
; result the majority of the sustain- 
;renewed by Chase & Sanborn, NBC, | 


ing shows are being pulled off the 
schedules next week and another 
group, made up of more recently re- 


Elmore White started Sat. (24) j til the end of December. cruited talent and fresher ideas for 
with Donaldson, Douglas and Gum- | Cantor, originally taken by Chase | radio, substituted. Major part of 
ble as professional manager. |& Sanborn for seven weeks, started | the programs being discarded have 

He left the same job with De- Sept. 13, His salary for both / been on the air out of the Chicago 


Sylva, Brown and Henderson, 


lterms is $2,000, 


Songwriters List Demands in Form 
of Agreement Submitted to Music 
Publishers—Trouble Anticipated 


Basic minimum contract of the 
Songwriters’ Protective Associ.tion 
is before the publishers for study. 
Publishers will have a meeting this 
week to discuss the contract and at 
a later date will confer with the 


S.P.A. over it. 

Salient points, which, if aecepted 
by the publishers, will change the 
entire face of the music publishing 
business, are that the copyright 
be invested in the songwriter, giv- 
ing the songwriter complete owner- 
ship of the copyright and the pub- 
lishers the exclusive vending rights 
as far as publishing, record discs 
and piano rolls are concerned, with 
no other privileges for the publish- 
ers stipulated in the contract; that 
the songwriters must receive a 
minimum royalty on all sheet music 
of 2c. for each popular number sold 
and 6c. for each production num- 
ber; that the songwriter is to re- 
ceive 50% of all foreign royalty, 
disc and piano roll sales and 50% 
of what the publishers’ collect 
through synchronization rights. 


Blackball 


The S.P.A. stipulates it wants a 
closed shop and that any publisher 
dealing with a songwriter not a 
member of the S.P.A. will be black- 
balled by that organization. 

Many other points of lesser im- 
portance are in the agreement. 
Each publisher receiving the con- 
tract form for perusal had to sign 
a receipt for it with a pledge not 
to show the contract to anybody. 

Reaction of the publishers indi- 
cates the agreement falls far short 
of what they had expected, and the 
publishers claim the songwriters 
show by it how little they under- 
stand the entire music business. 
Publishers declare that the con- 
tract doesn’t cover the standard 
music publishing field. The S.P.A. 
says that it will blackball all pub- 
lishers who handle the works of 
authors other than its members 
but, state the publishers, they 
haven’t covered the standard pub- 
lishing or foreign phases of the 
business, 

A battle is anticipated between 
the songwriters and the publishers, 
as the publishers say they cannot 
accept all the terms stipulated by 
the songwriters. 





Victor-Brunswick Agree 
On Mildred Bailey 


Jam which Mildred Bailey got 
into during her recent visit to New 
York, when she signed to record 
for Brunswick while still under 
contract to Paul Whiteman, has 
finally been straightened. Victor 
gave Brunswick its consent for 
Brunswick to release the two rec- 
ords Miss Bailey made while in 
New York, while Brunswick has 
cancelled its contract with Miss 
Bailey. Latter was under a one- 
year contract to Brunswick, with 
options. 

Brunswick office declared it 
wasn’t informed that Miss Bailey 
was under a Whiteman band con- 
tract. Victor at first requested 
Brunswick to withhold the Bailey 
discs from the market, as Victor 
has Whiteman under contract and 
wanted Bailey with Whiteman. 
Finally decided that Brunswick 
should release the discs, with Vic- 
tor’s okay, and tear up the Baiiey 
contract. 

While Brunswick paid Miss 
Bailey’s traveling expenses from 
Chicago to New York and back, it 
has not paid her for the recordings. 
Miss Bailey is demanding money 
for the two records. Matter will 
probably be settled legally. 





Lewis at Pathe 
Culver City, Oct. 26. 
Lefty Lewis has been added to 
RKO-Pathe’s music department as 
songwriter and composer. 
Pathe is going heavy on 
dental music and musical 
ground in its coming pictures. 


inci- 
back- 





same schedule spot for from six 
months to a year. It’s long since 
they’ve meant anything to listeners 
but the chain’s local policy of kecp- 
ing the talent cost of sustaining 
programs down to the invisible have 





NBC studios and holding almost the 


kept them going. 
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Englewood 
Amateur night is a mild expres- 
sion for what happened at the 
showings last week. There have 
been some pretty bad acts seen here 
but the first three preview turns on 
this layout copped the prize. 


Blackout given to Carson and 
Cole, man and woman piano team, 
was inevitable, but the whole thing 
could have been avoided by not al- 
lowing this turn to go on in the 
first place. Must have been plenty 
humiliating for the girl at the piano 
when the lights went out on her 
while she was still seated. She 
didn’t even know what it was about 
and kept motioning the orchestra 
the act wasn’t over yet. 

Too bad things like this have to 
happen. A little judgment before- 
hand would do away with it. If 
RKO intends to sponsor amateur 
nights a separate night should be 
set aside for that purpose. Other- 
wise, it’s a farce that isn’t funny. 
And if the hook is going to be used 
there have been plenty other acts 
here, some of them even profes- 
sional, that should have got it. Sec- 
ond act on this bill for example, 
Adams and Shepard. Here are a 
couple of comics with more nerve 
than a two-gun bandit. And their 
dancing (7?) defies description or 
criticism. 

Amos Seabury, old-time juggler, 
opened. His work showed so much 
nervousness that even tricks that 
might have been good were spoiled. 
Following the unfortunate blackout 
of Carson and Cole came Charles 
Locke, undaunted apparently, with 
a do or die spirit. He did both 
after trying vainly to sell himself 
as a dancing comedian. 

Next four acts, all New Acts, were 


the Three Types, song and dance 
girls; Jubilee Singers, colored radio 
act from WLS; Buddy Howe in a 
talking and dancing turn; and the 
Four Weurl Sisters, saxophonists. 
Hall and Erminie pulled up next to 
shut with a well mixed though an- 
tiquated brand of hokum. This 
team has probably been everywhere 
from opening to closing, including 
the mono bike. Six Danwills, an- 
other New Act, proved a life saver 
on the closing end. Circus troupe 
looked good. 

‘Border Law’ (Col.) on the screen. 

Span, 





Jones-Lammers dramatic com- 
pany closed at the Spenseley, Du- 
buque, is now on the road for three 
weeks of rep under a co-operative 
arrangement while looking for an- 
other stock location. 





Dramatic stock deal for the War- 
rington, Oak Park, which has been 
on the fire for some time, is out, 
with the theatre still being used as 
an indoor minnie golf spot. 





O. D. Woodward readying a sec- 
ond stock company to open shortly 
at Kansas City. 





Civic Auditorium company opened 
at Kalamazoo, Mich., last week, un- 
der the direction of Arthur Kohl. 


—<— 





Del Delmar, James Glasgow, Nor- 
mand Lloyd, Jesse Phillips, Del Phil- 


lips, have been engaged for the 
Walnut theatre musical comedy 
stock show in Louisville, opening 


next week. 





Bunny Bryan named manager of 
the Publix-B. &. K. Belmont, 





LONDON SHOW WORLD 


(Continued from page 53) 


product, particularly in houses run- 
ning a policy of set types of shows. 
The Aldwych, for instance, partic- 
ularly with Tom Wallis out of the 
cast, badly needs a new play. 

Following is the runaround. 

Adelphi, ‘Grand Hotel.’ Vicki 
Baum’s novel still drawing central 
heating and making money. 

Aldwych, ‘Turkey ‘ime. Ralph 
Lynn carrying on in absence of 
Walls, and in the red. 

Alhambra, ‘Waltzes from Vienna.’ 
Stoll’s musical in big draw class. 

Ambassadors, ‘Queen’s Husband.’ 
American play, new in and well 
received. Looks likely. 

Cambridge, ‘Elizabeth of Eng- 
land.’ German play flopped ex- 
pensively. 

Coliseum, ‘White Horse Inn.’ 
Stoll’s 300-runner and still going 
strong. Receipts now around $30,- 
000 weekly. 

Criterion, ‘Those Naughty Nine- 
ties. Quiet comedy with moderate 
success. 

Garrick, ‘Life Machine.’ Bad play, 
bad taste publicity, big queues, good 
money. 

Globe, ‘Improper Duchess.’ End 
looks in sight for this long run 
Yvonne Arnaud show. 

Haymarket, ‘Take Two from One.’ 
Gertrude Lawrence in terrible show, 
building up for some odd reason. 

Hippodrome, ‘Stand Up and Sing.’ 
Looks like a sit down and weep 
in a month or two, but a hot run. 





r 





When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 

















RKO STATE-LAKE 


“DEVOTION” 


Ann Harding - Leslie Howard 
Rob’t Williams - 0. P. Heggie 





Piz up again, with Jack Buchanan's 
return, 

His Majesty's, ‘Good Companions.’ 
Priestley’s novel taking good dough 
and in profit. 

Lyric, ‘Autumn Crocus.’ Fay 
Compton in a hit written by a 
shop girl. 

Palace, ‘Viktoria and Her Hussar.’ 
Libraries sold on this one. 
Phoenix, ‘Late Night Final.’ Com- 
ing off this week after fair success. 
Piccadilly, ‘Folly to be Wiser.’ 
Sliding. Not up to first edition. 
Playhouse, ‘The Painted Veil.’ 
Gladys Cooper may carry it on for 
another month, but there’s not 
much in it. 

Queens, ‘Barretts of Wimpole 
Street.’ Second year started more 
or less like the first. 

Royalty, ‘Immortal Lady.’ Cos- 
tume play and wrong theatre. 
St. Martins, ‘Young Idea.’ Noel 
Coward's first play and off this 
week. 

Saville, ‘For the Love of Mike.’ 
New musical in new theatre, but it 
doesn’t look like run. 

Savoy, ‘Salome.’ Censor might 
still have banned Wilde masterpiece 
for all the notice the public is 
taking. 

Shaftesbury, ‘The Midshipmaid.’ 
One of those Ian Hay comedies, and 
just a little tired after four months. 
Strand, ‘Counsel's Opinion.’ Looks 
like money, 

Westminster, ‘The Anatomist.’ 
New play, new theatre, doubtful. 


Whitehall, ‘Take A _ Chance.’ 
Marion Lorne show shaking after 
good run. 


Wyndham’s, ‘Case of the Fright- 
ened Lady.’ Edgar Wallace play in 
money. 





Describing English Humor 

Gilbert Frankau told the Gallery 
First Nighters that nobody could 
laugh at good clean English humor 
unless he were tight. 

This remark was severely scathed 
by half the gossip writers in Lon- 
don, reporting the meeting. Gossip 
writers have never had a sense of 
humor, anyway. 

This is perhaps the first time a 
gentleman sometimes referred to as 
Gilbert Swankau talked through his 
hat with his customary ability and 
happened to talk sense, 





G. B.’s Lead 
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Michael Balcon has been appoint- 
ed production chief of all Gaumont 
British studio affiliations. 

His own company, Gainesborough., 
therefore becomes chief production 
unit in the Gaumont combine. 

Actually, G. B.’s production plans, 
if realized, are the most ambitious 
yet undertaken by any European 
concern, even beating British Inter- 
national for size. 





SPECIAL RATES TO THE PROFESSION 


They schedule around 40 films 
| next year for its new Shepherds 
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Bush studio, extension of the re- 
cent pitch there, and the production 
figure is slated at around $5,000,000. 

Assuming G. B. realize these fig- 
ures by counting in all productions 
by other studio affiliations it gives 
‘em the top place on the English 
schedule, 





Theatrical surprise of the week 
is the steadily mounting b. 0. score 
of ‘Take Two from One,’ the Ger- 
trude Lawrence show, at the Hay- 
market. 

Despite a terrific panning, 
play now looks like money. 

Miss Lawrence has been racord- 
ing for the Decca disk people and 
threatens to quit the stage after 
this piece in favor of the micro- 
phone. 


the 





Shuberts 


(Continted from page 51) 
owned by the Trebuhs (Shubert 
spelled backward) company, sup- 
posed to be entirely owned by Lee 
and J. J. Shubert. No statement of 
that concern is available. 

There are 11 theatres in New York 
set forth in the statement, as 
against 23 claimed to be owned in 
whole or part. In the four groups of 
theatres owned in fee (outright) or 
held by wholly owned subsidiaries, 
plus partly owned houses and 
ground leaseholds, long and short, 
there is a total of 25 theatres, in- 
cluding out-of-town houses. In a 
prospectus the Shubert Circuit was 
said to have 95 first-class theatres. 
Not named in the statement of the 
corporation’s holdings are such 
Broadway theatres as Shubert, 44th 
Street, Broadhurst, Plymouth, Win- 





ter Garden (leased to Warner 
Brothers at a high rental), and 
also missing is the so-called Sardi 


building opposite the Shubert thea- 
tre. Absent likewise are the Am- 
bassador, Ritz, Comedy, Elliott, Mo- 
rosco, Bijou. Latter houses are op- 
erated on short-term leases. No 
mention in the statement either of 
the Century theatre, now razed. It 
was since sold at a profit reputed to 
have been $3,000,000 for apartment 
house purposes (to the Chanins). 

In the proposed readjustment 
plan, an agreement was made by 
Lee and J. J. Shubert whereby they 
were to take over three theatres 
from the corporation, assuming all 
rents, taxes and insurance premi- 
ums, an aggregate fixed charge of 
$197,710. The explanation is that 
the theatres had been losing money 
steadily and the Shubert brothers 
removed that part of the burden on 
the corporation, in consideration of 
the acceptance of the readjustment 
plan. The houses were not named 
but are said to be the Ambassador, 
Ritz and 49th Street. That might 
explain why they were absent from 
the annual statement. 

Out-of-Town Realty 
Outside of New York reputed 
Shubert realty is not included in the 
statement, as, for instance, the Shu- 
bert, Phila. But two short-term 
leaseholds in Chicago are among 
the stated assets. Theatres par- 
tially or wholly owned elsewhere, 
such as Detroit, Cleveland, Balti- 
more, Newark, are not mentioned. 
Missed, too, is any mention of the 
Shubert Booking Exchange, unless 
that be part of the general assets. 
It is understood that the receiver- 
ship will be a means of canceling 
some burdensome leaseholds, such 
as the old Keith theatres in Phila- 
delphia and Boston. Some other 
contracts would likewise go by the 
board. Company claimed that by 
cutting salaries and reducing staffs 
last year a saving of $160,000 was 
effected. 

The policy of the receivership in 
regard to planned productions has 
not yet been set. Some of the shows 
scheduled for rehearsal are known 
to have been held up, funds not be- 
ing available except by the okay of 
Irving Trust. Some of the new 
shows now in tryout spots may be 
ordered off pronto, others being 
brought in as quickly as possible to 
fill dark houses, 

The court has ordered a meeting 
of creditors to be held in the Wool- 
worth building Dec. 2 to decide 
whether the receivership shall be 
continued. All other plans may 
abide that meeting. 





Chicago, Oct. 26. 

Seven Shubert theatres here were 
included in the receivership pro- 
ceedings started by Gerson, Beesly 
& Hampton, Inc., following similar 
New York action. Sam Gerson of 
the advertising firm asking for the 
friendly receivership, is the Shubert 
western representative. 

Houses in Chicago are the Sel- 
wyn, Harris, Garrick, Apollo, Grand, 
Great Northern and Princess. Court 
action was inspired by the Shu- 
berts 
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Return date of the Beverly Hill 
Billies at the Los Angeles theatre 
starts Oct. 29 for an indef. run. Two 
months ago this radio act hit second 
highest gross in the house’s history. 





Andy Dorengo, manager of the 
Pom Pom, is summoned to the labor 
bureau for a hearing Tuesday (27) 
of wage claims by dancers, dish- 
washers and other employees of the 
struggling night spot. More claims 
against the Pom Pom were filed last 
week. 

Henry Zeller, waiter, went to the 
labor bureau with a protest against 
Noah Beery’s Trout Club. Says he 
was told they couldn't pay $40 for 
his month’s work but that they did 


teens all 


heavy business the last night he wag 
there, 





Pacific Coast Theatres, Inc., hag 
signed a 15-year lease on the West. 
ern theatre, neighb house in the 


University district. 





After a week as one of the four 
extra acts at the RKO, Eva Olivottj 
goes to the Orpheum, San Francisco’ 
as a vocalist with Max Dolin’s band 
for a run. 





Henry Duffy's cast for ‘The Sil< 
ver Cord,’ which opened Sunday 
(25) at El Capitan, has Laura Hope 
Crews, Kay Hammond, Ona Mun.- 
son, John Loder and Donald Ditié 
away. 





FINSBURY PARK 
24 M’'e'n-Tillerettes 


Kathleen Lafla 
Mrytle Winter 
Mary Honer 


Albert Sandler 3 
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Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 38) 





NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
Plaza-Tiller Girls 

Heltanos 

Tony Bee & Renee 
CARDIFF 
Capitol 

Billy Cotton's Bd 





| Cabaret Bills | 





Beaux Arts 
Louise De Lara 
Beaux Arts 6 
Central P’rk Casino 


Morton Downey 
Velos & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Orch 


Connie’s Inn 
Ada Ward 

Joyce Robinson 
Louise Cook 

Earl Tucker 
Dotty Rhodes 
Sonny Boy Dudley 
Bessie Dudley 
Meers & Meers 
Willie Jackson 

4 Bon Bon Boys 
F Henderson Orch 


Cotton Club 


Cora La Redd 
Mild’d Washington 
Sherman Robinson 
Leitha Hall 

Berry Bros 

Alma Smith 

Eddie Rector 
Cotton Club Trio 
Clarence Robinson 
Swan & Lee 
Marko Brown 
Henri Wessels 

4 Step Bros 

Bobby Sawyer 
Bunny Payne 
Norman Attwood 
Anise Bayer 

Cab Calloway Orch 
Blue Rhythm Orch 
H’llyw’d Restaur’nt 
Maria Gamberelli 
Reri 

Frank Hazard 
Dolores Ray 

3 Speeds 

Virginia Biddle 


Doris Robbins 

Arthur Jarrett 

B & B Capelle 

Lucia Garcia 

Jess Kirkpatrick 

Gene Conklin 

Harry Robinson 

Earl Burtnett Orch 
Club Alabam 

Gypsy Lenore 

Germaine Le Pierre 

Henry Mack 

Mary Thorn 

Lou King 

Anton Lada Orch 


Club le Claire 


Billy Gray 
Rick & Snyder 
Dot Myers 
Ruth Fossner 
Kitty Hughs 
Shirley Levine 
Neecee Shannon 
Bart & Crinn 
Marjorie Ryan 
Jeanneane Ford 
Eddie Makins Or 
College Inn 
B’r’noft & Ch'riotte 
Vivian Janis 
Reynolds Sis 
Pat Kennedy 
Manny Prager 
Ben Bernie Orch 
Colosimos 


Mary Stone 

Jean Boaz 

Lucille & Laverne 
Herbie Vogel 
Evelyn Miller 
Arthur Buckley 
Marion Moore 
Billy Rogers 
Eddie Perry 
Jimmy Meo Orch 


Embassy 


Phil Friedlander 
Lillian Barnes 
Lillian Law 
Henrique & Peggy 
Frankie Quartell O 
Frolica 
Sammy Walsh 
A & N Selby 
Lovey Sis 
Ray & Rose Lyte 
Pauline Belleau 
Charles Agnew Or 


Golden Pumpkin 





Al Reynolds 





NEW YORK CITY 


Betty Real 
Vera Milton 
Caesar & Mimit 
Al Katz Orch 


Janssen Hofbrau 
Nat Nazarro Sr 
Ramo & Ruth 
Karee Mooncy & N 
Wynne Ralph 
Marty Beck Orch 


Nut Club 
Nutsy Fagan 
The Hartman's 
Red Davis 
Jerry Bergen 
Eton Boys 
Ray O'Hara Orch 
Oakland’s Terrace 
Buddy Kennedy 
Parker & Babb 
Ada Winston 
Frances Mildren 
Mack Owens Orch 


Paramount Grill 
Gertrude Nieson 
Jimmy Ray 
Julle Jenner 
3 Demons 
Jeck & Betsy Reez 
Snooks Rambicca 

Clab Plasa 
Josephine Earl 
Doyle & Dunn 
George Scotti 
Lew Dolgoff 

Village Bara 
Luther & Nell 
Riley & Comfort 
Warren & Davis 
Un Josh Medders 
Hollywood Horse 
Dave Abrams Orch 


Village Mill 


Ev'l'n Nesit Thaw 
Ernie Goldman 


Frances Mildern Lou Springer Or 
CHICAGO ‘ 
Blackhawk Irene George 


Sally Osman 
Austin Mack Or 


Les Ambassadeurs 


George D’Arlier 
Johnnie & Georgie 
Bee Baxter 

Effie Burton 
Bobby Danders 
Al Handler Orch 


Mack’s Club 


Lou Blake 
Peggy Connor 
Harry Glyn 
Idreane Harvey 
Keith Beecher Or 
Paramount Club 
Gene Myles 
Sally Joyce 
Edith Blair 
Phil Harrison 
Jack White 
Planet Mars 
Texas Guinan 
Ralph Cook 
Richard Lane 
Cherie & Tomasita 
Babe Fenton 
Bobby Carroll 
Rosemary Sill 
Nina Loughlin 
Eula Jarvis 
Ruby Nevins 
Elinor Ross 
Esther Lloyd 
Gertrude Gilpin 
Rubaliyat 
Johnny Lee 
Stanley Wilson 
Nina Ne'son 
Harry Linder 
Bernice St John 
Eddie South Orch 
Show Boat 
Claude Collins 
Winona Short 
Ruby Mason 
Brown & McGraw 
Cass Simpson Orch 
Vanity Fair 
Nelie Nelson 
Scott & Garner 
Lafayette & LaV 
Joe Allen 
Peggy Moore 
Leo Wo'f Orch 
Winter Garden 


Benny Rubin 
J & E Torrence 





Irving Aaronson QO 


Columbia Wheel te 


Weeks of Oct. 26 and Nov. 2 

Bare Facts—Apollo, 
tral, New York, 

Big Fun Show—Hudson, Union City; 2, 
Gayety, Brooklyn. ; 

Big Revue—Star & Garter, Chicago: 2, 
Gayety, Detroit. ; 
Bohemians—Academy, Pittsburgh: 2, Lye 
ric, Dayton. ¥ 

Facts and Figures—Garrick, St. 
2, Star & Garter, Chicago. 


New York; 2, Cene 


Louis; 


Flapper Follies—Lyric, Bridgeport; 2 
Apollo, New York. 4 
Footlight Flashes—Howard, Boston; 2 


Lyric, Bridegport. 

Frivolities of 1922—Gayety, Wash ° 
2, Academy, Pittsburgh. ve pte 

Giggles—L. O.; 2, Garrick, St. Louis. 

Girls From the Follies—Plaza, Worcese 
ter; 2, Howard, Boston. 

Girls in Blue—Central, New York; 2, 
Star, Brooklyn. 

Hi Ho Everybody—L, O.; 2, Hudson, 
Union City. 

Hindu Pelles—L. O.; 2, Gayety, Buffalo, 

Kuddling Kuties—Star, Brooklyn; 2, Irva 
ing Place, New York, 

Liberty Bells—Irving Place, New York; 
2, Route No, 1. 

London Gayety Girls—Gayety, Buffalo; 2, 
Plaza, Worcester. 

Novelties of 1932—Route No. 1; 2, 
pire, Newark. 

Nite Life in Paris—Lyric, Dayton; 2, Eme 
Dress, Cincinnati, 
— Around — Empire, 


Eme 


Newark; 2, 


Pleasure Seekers—Gayety, Brooklyn; 2 
Trocadero, Philadelphia. 


ane Girls — Empress, Cincinnatt; 2 
Sam Raynor and His Gang — Gayety, 
Detroit: 2, oe Oo 


Step Lively Girls—Trocadero, Philadele 
phia; 2, Gayety, Baltimore. 

Sugar Rabies—Gayety, Baltimore; 2, Gaye 
ety, Washington, 





LETTERS 


When Sending for Mall to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY. 











Anderson Mable Manny C 
Marcus Manuel M 
Brenman Harry M | Molinari Chris 
Rehsen Frank 
Richardson Edna 
Rowan Gerald 
Ryan Dorothy 


Franklin Irene 
Griggs Belle 


Hayman George G 


Humphrey Paul B | Schultz Karl 


Irving Jack Taylor Fred 


Kerr Tom Warner Pegsy 


King Raymond B 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


Pattison Eva 





Burnam 
Darling Alice 
Furman Phil 





Robinson Sam 
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DOROTHEA ANTEL 


316 W. 72d St., New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 
New Assortment of 
CHRISTMAS CARDS READY 
iS Cards in Box—$1.00 Postpaid | 
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Hollywood Shorts 


(Continued from page 40) 


and here we are in the St. Cathe- 
yine’s hotel, oney in separate bunga- 
lows. 

We haven't worked on ‘the story 
et because its too hot, but we went 
swimming and to a dance at the 
Casino and Mr. Bowstein charted a 
yacht and we went fishing. for sord- 
fish. aa piace is jammed -with 
peo} T don’t see why Mr. Bow- 
stein comes here to get away from 
them, but he is.a brilliant man and 
his mind works faster than ours. 

Henry Henry burned up when 
heard I was going to Catalina with 
his boss. He tried to raise a seen 
jin the hotel, so to get away from 
him for good.I checked out of that 
hotel ma. If he knows where I am 
hell always bother me, so Til let you 
know my new address ‘when I get 
back. 

He tried to say things to me, so I 
said why didn’t he say them to his 
boss and he sure shut up in a hurry 
I told Mr. Bowstein about it and he 
said Henry Henry is a snake in the 





¥ a 
nic 


grass, not liking to see girls get 
ahead. 

t eant stand Henry Henry. Hes 
eo fat and he hasn’t got classy 
brains like Mr. Bowstein .or’ he 
woudnt be oney a assistant director. 

I didn’t hear nothing from Ot. 
Hes a sap. Love to you and pa, 

Love, 
Elsie. 
Back Home 
Hollywood, July 25. 


Dear Ma: 

Here I am back from Catalina all 
sunburned and wore out. It was 
kind of a wasted trip because Mr. 
Bowstein and I worked on the story 
a long time and then we. decided 
it woudnt make a pitcher. Mr. Bow- 
stein discovered it first. I had a 
good time though. 

Ill be a star a little later on when 
Mr. Bowstein finds a better story 
for me, but while Im waiting he had 
me put in a different pitcher. Oney 
a small part but Mr. Bowstein says 
its just to keep my mind working. 
Its a court story and f sit ‘in ‘the 
court all day looking at the judge 
He sure is a lousy actor. 

My new address is 209 South Le 
Doux, Beverly Hills, cheap on ac- 
count of being in the’ hills.. Rents 
are certainly cheap out here ma. 
.I see Henry Henry > aroiind’ the 
studio and the less I see him the 
less pain he gives me. He smiles at 
me when Im near Mr. Bowstein but 
when Im alone he acts like an in- 
Zane indiot. 

I suppose Ot is dead by now. 

Love, 
Elsie. 





Henry. Aired 
Hollywood, July 30. 
Dear Ma: 

Not much doing here, 
Henry Henry got fired. 

He started crying to Mr. Bowstein 
about me and saying things, so it 
finally got on Mr. Bowsteins nerves 
and he fired him. Henry Henry 
come running to me yelling his. head 
off and saying I was risponsible for 
his busted career, and Mr. Bowstein 
come along and had the. big .tub 
thrown off the lot. Was he a pest. 

The next night he had found out 
where I live and tried to bust in 
there, but Mr. Bowstein happen to 
come along and chased him away. I 
think hes goofy ma. 

I aint working right now, Mr. 
Bowstein hasnt found the right 
story.for me yet. It takes time. 

How is pas beer coming these 
days? If he keeps drinking:alt that 
settlement in the stuff he makes 
youll have to hire a mud dredge to 
clean his sistem. 


except 


Love, 
Bisie. 
Ot’s Back 
Hollywood, Aug. 4. 


Dear Ma: 

O, Ma, guess what, Ot is back! Hes 
been back almost a month but he 
couldnt find me. I saw him on 
Hollywood bolevard and he ran 
after me. 

He says his grandmother left him 
& farm near Cedar Rapids and it 
took him a long time to get things 
Straitend out, and he got a letter 
back that he sent me. O, Ma, it was 
his letter all right. 

Ot said he come all the way back 
to Hollywood to marry me and take 
me back to the farm, and he looked 


£0 sweet when he said it I coud of pointed to look into the feasibility of 
kissed him on the bolevard. I told| the plan, but the investigating com- 
him that it was so lovely of him, | mittee to date reves Salles 4 = 
and then he butted in and said he lsigns of functior ing. Pray, the 
Was through with pitchers and so | opinion in the organization holds 
Was I because neither of us woud | that there are ample independent 
ever be a success, | sources from which to buy program 
I told him he was cockeyed be-| talent and that nothing substantia! | 
Cause I was almost ready to. be a imay be gained by ad agencies _— 
Star, and he looked at me sojting up their own booking office. 


funny. Then he ast me where I 
moved to and I got all excited and 
run and hopped into a cab and made 
the man drive away. Ot tried to 
run after me but he tripped and 
fell over a Jady, and when I turned 
around to look at him his nose was 
bleeding and the lady was punching 
him. 

I dont know why I 
I was so excited. 
sweet and I love 
understand’ 
like pa, 


did that ma, 
Poort Ot, hes so 
him but he cant 
Sometimes ‘hes almost 
thinking theres only one 


Big Chicago Carnival 
As World Fair Prelim 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 

lans for a giant carnival of all 
nations, probably coming. as an 
afterthought of Chicago's Jubilee 
week last summer, is being formu- 
lated by business and political in- 
terests .-here. Idea has been sug- 
gested by the. Daily News, which 





be a star. 

*hi- 
worry 
awful 


to 

I wisht I was 
where all 
about is being 
Ma, 


-- 5 °, ‘ 
way a lady tan get 


Gee, back in ¢ 
to 


is 


cago you got 


shot. Love 
Love, 
Elsie 


News From the Dailies 
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seph Littau, conductor of the Omaha 
Symphony orchestra, were married 
at Norristown, Pa., Oct. 4. 


Harry R. Kern, husband of Gladys 
Swartout,. Metropolitan Opera diva, 
died at the. Presbyterian hospital, 
Chicago, of heart disease. He was 
vice-president of Hart, Schaffner & 
Marx. 

Biltmore Country eluk. St. Louis. 
folded because of no business. Road 
spot originally opened in August, 
1929, then closed last January. Re- 
opened last June. 


Peter B. Kyne, the novelist, had 
his string of horses at Hawthorne 
attached to satisfy a creditor’s bill. 
Debt was 13 years old. 

Beatrice Lillie making Chicago's 
social rounds as Lady Peel. 





Continental Gold Coast Club, 
swankiest spot in!town,. was raided 
by police without warrants. No 
liquor or gambling paraphernalia 
found. Club is imcorporated as a 
private organization. 

Marty Baratz, Yiddish actor, flew 
from Chicago. to New York, where 


his father, David Baratz, also a 
Yiddish..thespian,. dropped dead on 
the stage of the Second: Avenue 


theatre. 

Rueben Charon, 
St. Louis for peddling stolen the- 
atre- tickets: to the Ambassador. 
Chaton told police he obtained the 
tickets. from a for mer’ employe of 
the. house. 


99 


ae» 


arrested in 


ran matt, Mi 

Inventory of the estate of ‘Jake 
Lingle,’. murdered ‘Tribune’ ‘re- 
porter, disclosed.dssets of $7,179. 





music temple at the 
World’s Fair.. Auditorium to seat 
5,000, with the stage to aqomamo- 
date a chorus of 1, 000. 


ed 





Station ’s Rep 


(Continued from page 59) 


tions, under the plan, would be in a 
position of .handling their. business 
direct with the agencies and save 
themselves the major part of the 
15% commission now going to the 
station rep or time broker. 


Ad agency reps here wanted to 
know how they were going to ben- 
efit by the bureau, if.its operation 
was to be confined. to New York. 
Benson. had admitted that it would 
cost too much to maintain two such 
offices at the start, and that Chi- 
cago would have to depend’on the 
New York bureau for its informa- 
tion until the idea was in success- 
ful operation there. That meant 
that a similar office would not be 
established here for at least an- 
other year. 

Penson is due to present the open 
cime bureau plan to the convention 
of the National Association of 
Proadcasters in Detroit this week, 
with its chances of adoption, judged 
from local comment, being every 
slight. 


Talent Bureau 


During the western council meet- 
ing Benson also brought up the pro- 
posal of organizing a central book- 
ing bureau for radio talent, where 
advertising agencies could get their 
performers direct and avoid the 
heavy splits exacted by the net- 
works. This idea has, been under 
Four A discussion for almost a year, 
and has got no further than where 
it started. At the association's last 
convention a committee was ap- 





Plans have. been completed for a 
Chieago’s 


intends sponsoring the affair. 
Behind the movement is seen a} 
step towards planting the proper 
spirit in the hearts of Chicagoans 
| for the World's Fair in '33. A talent 
| hunt will go on for this purpose 
|; among all the racial groups in town 
to bring out that most suitable for | 
| the fair, 
| No date has been set for the inter- 
| racial carnival, although proceeds 
rom the affair have been an- 
nounced: as going to a joint emer- 
} gency relief: fund. 


$1,000 Dipper Ride 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 
Venice Giant Dipper Co. is taxed 








$1,000 for the shaking up given Vera 
V. Heberlee while a passenger on 
the ride in February, 19930. Her 


| suit asked a total of $26,050. 
Judge A. C. Finney found for her | 
but assessed damages as $611 in- 
jury to health, $200 lost wages, $100 
damages to clothing and $89 med- | 
| ical expense. 


Nbbins ‘Weekstan Dies 


Birmingham, Oct. 26. 

One of the Negro roustabouts, al- 
legedly thrown. off the Robbins 
Brothers circus train, after closing 
the season at Mobile, died at the 
city hospital from injuries. 

Seventeen other laborers from the 
show train are still hanging around 
Mobile pending the investigation by 
the Mobile grand iury. The name 
of the Negro was given as John 
Smith. 


SCHWAB THE PROPHET 
Altoona, Oct. 26. 

The depression is over. Charles 
M. Schwab’s Cambria country fair 
at Ebensburg will be resumed next 
year, after a year suspension, ac- 
cording to announcement of the fair 
directors last week. 


REVISED INDOOR SCALE 


Syracuse, Oct. 26. 

‘Box office. scale for the. annual 
Shrine indoor circus, set for the 
Arena Armory here, Nov. 16 week, 
will be reduced ‘in conformity to the 
times.’ 

Prices likely will be 25-50 cents. 
Fred Bradna again in charge. 


| _. Carnivals 
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For current week (October 26-31). 


B. & B.: Chesterfield, 8. C. 
Bernardi: Goldsboro, N. GCG 
Bunts: Manning, 8S. C. 
Cetlin & Wilson: Camden, 
Coe EBros.: Rome, Ga. 
Empire: Wilson, N. C. 
Fairly: Malvern, Ark... 
Gloth: Elizabeth, N. C. 
Gray, Roy: Port Arthur, 
Jonas: Spartenburg, S. ©. 
Legeette: Sulphur, La. 
Marks: Newberry, 8S. C. 
Miss Valley: Ponchatoula, La. 

Moilel Shows of Amer.: Orangeburg, §&. ¢ 
Morris & Castle: Shreveport, La. 
Page: Columbia, 8. C. 
Strayer: Stuttgart, Ark. 
West Bros.: Alexandria, 
Western: Gaffney, S. C. 


400 Cheating 


S. C. 


Tex 


La. 
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and music about the best the dow- 
agers seem able to finance. 

In better years, about this time, 
most hotels had their rooms booked 
solidly for the preliminary social 
canters. Today they cut prices 
when knowing the other end of the 
deal owns a home in which the 
affair could be held. 

Society has pulled its horns in 
all the way. Backgammon routs 
and bridge fiestas are going to pinch 
hit in a lot of places for balls that 
five years ago would have had the 
society reporters writing columns. 

Society has its obligations, but 
right now it already is facing too 
many obligations. 











booker of 


Agency, 


Mother of Buddy Irwin, 
Amalgamated Vaudeville 


| 
| 





| died Oct: 26 in New York of héart 
| trouble. Mrs. Irwin was 56. | 
| Mother of Dan Michalove, fen. | 
|mgr. Warner Theatre Department 
died Oct. 14 in Asheville, N. . 
Sniiziler’s latest work, “Flight Into | 
Darkness,” is to be published this | 
j week. j' 


Wasserman and Charles Bassin. 


C. P. McHugh Dead 


Charles Patrick McHugh, char- 
acter actor on stage and screen, 
and one time bantamweight fighter, 
succumbed to @ heart attack at his 
home in Los AngEe, Oct. 22. 





DEATH FOLLOWS BREAKDOWN 


Rutland, Mass., Oct. 26. 
Joseph A. Cronin, theatre man- 
ager and Publix publicity man, died 
in a local hospital Oct. 17, where 


he had been confined following a 
breakdown last June. 
Cronin was formerly with the 


department of New Eng- 
but last year managed 
theatre, Dorehes- 


publicity 
land Publix, 
the Fields Corner 
ter, Mass. 





the Cincinnati Motion 
League for 10 years, and owner 
the Glenway, 
in that city, 
23. 

Three sons and six daughters sur- 
vive. 





CHIC JOHNSON LOSES DAD 


Vancouver, Oct. 26. 

While here to start on a big game 
hunt, Chie Johnson (Olsen and John- 
son), received news of the death of 
his father, John M. Johnson, 69, at 
Libertyville, Dl The widow and 
one son survive. Death followed an 
operation of two months ago, 


MABEL RUTHERFORD 
(Priscilla A. Finkle) 


Priscilla Ann Finkle, 50, former 


vaudeville and musical comedy ac- 
tress, died at her home in Mon- 
terey, Calif., Oct. 18, following a 


short illness. Mrs. Finkle was known 

on the stage as Mabel Rutherford. 
She is survived by a son in Los 

Angeles. 


Thos. J A. < Palen 
Portland, Me., Oct. 26. 
As the show énded at the Strand 
Friday night at 11 o’elock, the jast 
curtain also fell at the Maine Gen- 
eral Hospital for Thomas A. Foley, 
65, Strand’s stage manager. 
who had been suffering from a sep- 
tic sore throat. He had been rushed 
to the hospital for an emergency 
operation on Wednesday. 
Tom Foley was born in this city 


asst. 





and had been in the show business 
for 30 years. He leaves a widow, 
one son, one brother and two sis- 
ters. 


The daughter, 13, 





of Don Marquis, 





died Saturday (24), in Beverly Hills 
Cal., of heart disease. 

The mother of the Schenck 
brothers, Joseph M. and Nicholas 
died Oct. 21 at the New York home 
of her daughter, Mrs. Nayfack. 


Will D. Crowell, 329, manager Parl 
way Dallas 


nere 


(pietures), in died 


recently. 


J. A. ACKERMAN DEAD 
Cincinnati, Oct. 26. 
John A. Ackerman, president of 


Pieture 
of 
neighborhood theatre 
died at his home, Oct. 





| 
ARTHUR SNITZLER DEAD | NEDY SUCCUM 
| 
—_——_ } 
vemos Piven Stee TO HEART ATTACK AT 56 
Heart Disease—Latest Book Ready 
at | 
Vienna, Oct. 26. | James T. Kennedy, 56, actor and 
Arthur Snitzler, 69, European | | producer, died suddenly of a heart 
: : RS acs lattack at his home, 320 West 18th 
dramatist, die@ at his home here‘ 
; is \ . la 
don 6t at Saeed dhedion a, street, New York, at 1:30 a. m. last 
<6 . : ow : Friday (23). 
. . . . ' o 
stricken while werking on a revision | Mr, Kennedy's whole life had been 
of his ‘The Cail of Lite” He had/| devoted to the stage For many 
been a way wright .since youth al- | years he played lisht comedy parts 
though h first p yublished ork was oth in his own companies and in 
printe dad in a local newspaper when 1ude sketches. Some years ago he 
he was 18. He as been a constant rodueed is own .stocks in New 
contributor to the stage and land, where they played for 
sines Spitz & Nathanson; in Providence 
a especially; Mr. Kennedy being a big 
favorite there through his long en- 
'Frank Hookailo Dies gagements 
; in vaude he had long been active 
Suddenly in Brookline |ana at te time of his death had 
Foston, Oct. 26. | Des nh booked to open at Loew’s Or- 
Frank Hookailo, district manager | henred in New York. He had ap- 
ers aN ; : z « . : Ps " 

« Z a a pe are; in the sk , ‘Jack Sw ? 
of Paramount-Publix, died | sud- = = Jack ‘ wit : 
ienly Frid izht (23):at his home |, ght years and had followed it with 
| , Friday gh ~3) 2 s I ’ F . 
rg 2 kivis weehaie runeral ohdier’ \" The Squire,’ which had been in 
phage 3 "eal 7 snubs rday (25) “with | vaude nine years and which was be- 
ices were held yesterday) 29); ling used for his last s 
Rabbi Samuel J. Abrams officiating. lance . S Ast Mage appear 

sonic service. also by Temple : ; ‘ ‘ ° 
I a sow Grand Mi: ster acai | His son, Charles Kennedy, had 
“+ — with piney Be Rs } } played in his support in vaude up 

rahamson officiating. } ” . . ‘ 
A os ene *S i : av pe ple }to 1917, wnen ii¢ retired. He lives 
arge gathering of show op’ lat 1316 Riverside drive 
a , vid ly 8} ive, 
an ifficials vere sent at the r ‘ ' 
a9 © “ rod reel on 3 nn B Casey | rhe widow, who also survives, is 

Tal. nsor J >. ase} a a F A 2 
represt nted May or Curley and John professionally known as Kathleen 
-e ag if wail O riey afl « - M p rs - sf -* ‘ 

Dillon, of the governor's staff, was Kennedy. A sister, Lillian Kennedy 
d e gover s staff, OT Kenan : PA | Bale , 
official representative for Governor | . eased) had been an ac tress with 
| Ely | the old Forepaugh stock, while a son, 
Pallbearers were Al Lourie, Jo- atta saab te a for years with 
seph Lourie, Michael Alexander, the Spooner stock in Brooklyn, is 
Harry Phillips, Joseph g2x, Harry now rehéarsing with James Elliott's 


‘Hot Money.’ 
The remains were cremated at 
Fresh Pond and the ashes placed in 


the family plot in a Dover, Del. 
; cemetery. 


ee 


DIES WHILE PLAYING 


David Baratz " Collapese on Stage 
During Performance 





David Baratz, 65, for more than 
35. years a prominent figure on the 
Yiddish stage, died suddenly while 
playing on the stage in ‘The Girl 
from ‘Warsaw’ .at Kessler’s Second 
Avenue theatre last Wednesday 
(21). Cause is: believed to have 
been. a heart ‘attack. 

He is survived by a widow and 
three sons, all connected with the 
theatre, 





Georgiana Evans. Dies 
From Taxicab Accident 


Chicago, Oct. 26. 
Geotgiana Evans, 55; secretary to 
Col. William Roche at the Selwyn 
theatre here, died Saturday (24) as 
the result of a taxicab accident. 
Miss Evans was connected with 
‘the first World’s Fair here and has 
worked in Chicago legit theatres for 
30 years.’ She was formerly secre- 
tary to the late Lou Houseman. 





Russian Musician Killed 


Boris Kreinin, 52, former concert 
master and soloist of Serge Kousse- 
vitzky’s orchestra in Moscow, and 
assistant conductor of the opera in 
Petrograd, died in Boston, Oct. 22 
as the result of injuries sustained 
when struck by an automobile. 

He had been a member. of the 
Boston Symphony orchestra since 
1925. 





LAURA WOLF DEAD 
San Francisco, Oct. 26. 

Laura White Wo!f, 65, well known 
légit player of 40 years ago, died 
at her Santa Maria, Cal., home 
Oct. 19. 

Her husband, Dan V 
erated theatres there 
20 years. 


has op- 
the past 


luv 





D. H. HADERMANN 


D. 11. Hadermann, 64, theatre or- 
chestra leader, was shot and in- 
stantly killed Oct. 9 in Los Angeles 
by a bandit who entered his home. 

He is survived by his daughier, 
two sisters and two brothers, 








Violinist Stricken 


Victor Parrina, 55, violinist with 
the Chicago Civic Opera since its 
inception, died of a heart attack in 
his room at the Great Northern 


9 


hotel Oct 





Projectionist Dies 





j San Francisco, Oct. 26 
Peter Boyle, local projectionist, 
died at his home in Sausalito, leay- 
|ingg a wife and daughter. 
Iie was a member of Motion Pic- 
re Operators Union, Local No. 162, 
Mother-in-law of Ed Fitzgerald, 
iver Warners theatre in San 


j francisco, died in McCook, Neb. 
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10% to 50% 


The beauty and worth of Nat Lewis wearables are IDENTICALLY THE SAME 
TODAY AS ALWAYS—but prices are so low as to be almost commonplace. 
The current additional reductions are made throughout all our stores in 
order to prepare the way for holiday stocks. Never has the feminine 
dollar been able to purchase so much fineness, character and smartness. 


WOSMRY.......10%8 2 a: 
GLOVES ....... 15% ee 
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FANCY MADRAS SHIRTS: fore 
Custom-made ° Value $6 near 
LINGERIE...... 25% CUSTOM-MADE SHORTS, imported oe 


French Material $1.65, Valve $3.50, hy 


JEWELRY... . . . 334% |]]_ custom-mave pasamas, [e: 


NOVELTIES & GIFTS 40% || wumeonmure sroanciom | 
FITTED CASES ee © @¢ e@ 33'/:% ee i gike he ihinsato $1.45 

















AND MANY OTHER ARTICLES RE FRENCH NECKWEAR cee Bos. 
CLES REDUCED UP TO 50% Valve $6, Reduced to $2.35 H 

g 3 it - j FRENCH INITIAL KERCHIEFS, 
wy ™ t i 2 Pray {3 = & r" y ere & Hand-rolied edge, am per bap 
2 MS Baer VV RY J Us 2.8 48 IMPORTED RIBBED & FANCY rt 
SILK HOSE, 95o, Regularly $1.50 a 
EVERY LOVELY NAT LEWIS PURSE IN OUR SHOPS HAS BEEN DRASTICALLY REDUCED 20%. ae 
Present patrons, and those who have never experienced the triumph of possessing FINE FLANNEL ROBES, $9.85, rag 
a Nat Lewis Purse, will marvel at the low prices and exquisite selections prevailing. Regularly $15 name; 
DRESS ACCESSORIES AT es 
O OFF REDUCTIONS OF 33)4% 2s 
| ALL OTHER FINE MEN’S WEAR o> 
MAIL AND TELEPHONE ORDERS ACCEPTED AT ATTRACTIVE REDUCTIONS ae 



















theatr 
6 at | to run 

if ant a 
tid SUCH -% /e THEATRICAL DEPT. le th 
‘i i MARVE LOUS fe W if The prices on all Dance Sets and meontl 
| | i Theatrical Accessories of incomparable 

Bil VA L U E gy Incorporated character are the lowest in years. 

| ; HAVE NEVER PURSES + GIFTS ¢ PAJAMAS 4% HOSIERY + GLOVES OPERA HOSE, 

\ a Le 
i ; Broadway at 47th, Men's and Theatrical Depts. DANCE BELTS , 4 ~ 
ee ‘: en 
) ; ia 8 E FOR E Hotel St.Regis, 5thAve.at55th 30W. 57th St.,W. of 5th Ave. anon ag 2 rte oe Samy a i 

vie | i ? Lee 
i aa BEEN OF F ER ED Madison Ave., 409 at 48th St. Every fine theatrical accessory obtain: Dale ; 
a4 h Hotel Montclair, Lex. Ave. 49th Madison Ave., 845 at 70th St. able at exceptional prices. — : 
| 7. | Busine 





